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FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you haven’t
blown away by the
time you read this,
it’s certainly been
exceptionally windy
lately. Here’s hoping
that we’ve seen the
last of it, though actually I doubt that!

this month, whether you want to be
out in the weather or not. There are
many musical choices, too many to
list individually, whether you want to
participate or just watch and enjoy.
If you’re feeling more active Dorking
Bowling Club has a free open day
on 27th April (see p63 for details) and
Mole Valley Ramblers have a walking
festival from 24-28th April with a range
of family friendly walks (p69-71).

I have been enjoying the daffodils
around the village - I know they’re
not quite the first flowers out after the
winter but they are certainly the most
noticeable early in the spring, and
definitely brighten the place up.

If you’re feeling creative Leith Hill Place
has a range of activities from scone or
wreath making to painting and singing
(see p43-45). There is also an Easter Egg
hunt at Leith Hill Place over the Easter
weekend, and another opportunity at
the QRMW on 13th April.
I hope you all have a very Happy
Easter and get to be out and about
as much as possible, we are so lucky
to live somewhere so beautiful, even
in the wind and rain!
Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

I’m slightly worried about the
enormous bumble bees that have
been all over our wisteria, looking
confused and wondering why there
are no flowers yet, as they’re so early
that a cold snap will surely finish them
off. I’ll just have to hope that they
manage to survive until the plant
actually starts growing again and
they can get on with their day buzzing
around the flowers!
We have lots to keep you occupied

Happy
Easter
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...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
intensity, sometimes in gut-wrenching,
uncontrollable sobbing, sometimes
in an unconscious niggling, on-going
irritability. Different force but the
same root anguish – simply, we miss
WAITING
FOR
THE them.
RESURRECTION...
Of course they live on – in the
...IT’S HERE NOW influence they have had. So much
Oh how we miss them … those of who I am (and my brother and
we have loved who are no more, sister) has been shaped by my Dad,
those we have shared our lives with, and so through the generations – he
now gone. This year it is Godfrey, was delighted to see the arrival of his
Godfrey Parry-Jones, “GPJ”, our great-grandchildren, both in his last
friend and church minister, who died year. But this is not enough. I miss my
just two weeks short
Dad, I miss Godfrey,
of his 62nd birthday MY FAITH TELLS ME THAT as we miss all who
after seven years of
we have loved, and
OUR PRECIOUSNESS IS
disabling illness. Last
death seems so final.
year it was my Dad. ROOTED IN OUR CREATOR, I need the comfort,
19th February 2018 he WHO SO LOVED US THAT hope,
that
there
died. A great, long life
is Resurrection to
HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON...
– 97 years, still playing
come.
golf until he was 90.
I don’t need to know
Death seems so random. Only the exactly what the “next life” will be
grief is constant. Sometimes the like, it’s simply enough to believe it
pain can threaten to overwhelm us; will be glorious – “no eye has seen, no
I think especially of the staggeringly ear has heard, and no human mind
numerous people in our village who has conceived, the things God has
have suffered the death of a child, prepared for those who love him” (1
albeit children that have reached Cor 2:9). Some scoff, claiming “life
adulthood. Grief comes in waves of after death” is a fabrication, formed
to make us feel better. Well, let them
believe... let them believe that my
Dad, Godfrey and all those we have
loved, are just mere molecules that
are lost into the dust of the universe…
that is their faith. My faith tells me that
these people are far too precious for
that to be the case. My faith tells
me that our preciousness is rooted

4

...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT

in our Creator, who “so loved us He
gave His only Son that that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16). My
faith tells me that there will be a Day
of Resurrection, where “God will wipe
every tear from our eyes and there
will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain” (Rev 21:4)… and all
things will be complete with my Dad,
with Godfrey, with all whom we love.
Yes, this is faith… waiting for the
Resurrection. Faith in Christ. Faith
that the events of the first Easter are
true. It is faith in historical things... but
it is also faith formed in experience;
the experience of praying with my
Dad as he was dying, the experience
of him coming to faith in Christ c.
18 months before he died. It is the
faith that shone throughout Godfrey

even in his years of severe disability.
In the experience of God now,
come multiple “mini-resurrections”,
foretelling of the full, glorious
Resurrection to come.
In his recent new found faith, my
Dad sang hymns at home, including
“Thine be the glory”. In facing grief, in
holding to the hope of Resurrection,
in the “mini-resurrections” that
come in the daily experience of
the presence of God, these are apt
words to finish….
Thine be the glory!
risen, conquering Son:
Endless is the victory thou o’er death
hast won.

A very Happy Easter to you all
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..FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
BEREAVEMENT CARE

The grieving process can last a lot longer
than people expect. There is no time
limit on grief, and if you or someone you
care about has been bereaved, you
may at some time appreciate a listening
ear, practical support, or help with grief
and loss through trained bereavement
counsellors. The Church in Westcott has
a team of trained pastoral assistants who
can provide a listening ear and provide
guidance on practical support. Please
contact Alan Jonas Vicar on 01306 644868
or email alchasjonas@aol.com
Other organisations which offer support:
Cruse
Care for the Family
Bereavement UK
Child Death Helpline – there to listen to and support anyone affected by
the death of a child.
Grief encounter – supports children who have lost someone they love.

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Marriage:
23rd February

Charles John Auton & Rebekah Kate Bradley

FLOODLIGHTING
The floodlighting for April has been sponsored Westcott Village Association.
If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey at
sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk or on 01306 887413. (Suggested donation of
£75 to Westcott Church Funds.)
We are very thankful to all the sponsors of the lights - your gift is gratefully
received as a contribution to both the electricity bill and our general fund.
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E A S T E R
Simply Jesus: His Life, His Kingdom
April 14th

Palm Sunday

Holy Trinity Church
8:30am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15am Parish Communion
6pm Evensong

April 18th

Maundy Thursday

Holy Trinity Church
7:30pm Bring & Share Meal, with Communion

April 19th

Good Friday

Holy Trinity Church 9:30am Prayer and procession through the village, to
St John’s 10:15am All Age Service of prayer and reflection
Holy Trinity Church 2pm Vigil at the Cross

April 21st

Easter Day

Holy Trinity Church
8:30am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15am All Age Easter Celebration, with Communion
6pm Evensong

All are invited...Come and join in the celebrations!
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WHAT’S ON AT THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
NOTICE OF
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
OF HOLY TRINITY CHURCH WESTCOTT
10.15 am
Celebration of the year
Vision 2019-2022
11.45 am
Elections

SUNDAY 7th APRIL 2019, Holy Trinity Church
- a meeting to review the work of Holy Trinity over the last year, receive the
Church accounts, elect a council and consider plans for the forthcoming
year(s).
ALL ARE WELCOME
Apologies to Debbie Shortland, PCC Secretary debbie.shortland@law.ac.uk
01306 899145

Cookie Club end of term Easter Party is on 4th April. All under
5s and carers are invited to join us for some Easter fun!
We re-start for the summer term on 2nd May.
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
We run a regular programme of worship services and other activities
for young and old. All services at Holy Trinity unless otherwise stated.
Everyone is welcome as we build friendships and share life together!
8.30 am: A traditional Communion service with hymns and organ, unless
stated.
10.15 am: A ‘parish’ service, reflecting the people of the Church in Westcott,
with organ and music group. Regular creche and children’s activities.
4.00 pm: A quiet traditional service, usually ‘Evensong’. Communion with
prayer for healing monthly.

DATE

THEME

8:30AM

10:15AM

4:00PM

7th
April

Vision &
Review

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Parish Communion

Evensong

Annual
Meeting

14th
April

Palm
Sunday

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Parish Communion

Evensong

21st
April

Easter Day

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

All age
Communion

Holy
Communion
with Prayer
for Healing

28th
April

Easter

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Parish Communion

Evensong

For details of all Services over Easter,including mid week, please see Easter advert.
Evening Service is back to 6 pm, April - October
A lovely, reflective way to end the week-end.
Let’s keep an evening service going in Westcott!
Alan J Vicar

MID WEEK SERVICES
Wednesdays

10am

Communion at St John’s

Thursdays

8:30am

Morning Prayer at St John’s
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ECO CHURCH
HAVE FAITH!

buildings by monitoring of energy
We are delighted to announce usage and with the fantastic new
that we, The Church in Westcott, LED
lighting
have attained our Silver Eco-Church system at Holy
Award!
Trinity.
This achievement shows the power All these positive
of having faith in the ability to achievements spur us on to take
change things for the better. Back in bigger steps.
This year we are
January 2017 we took the small step encouraging everyone to see how
of registering with the Eco Church they might be able to reduce their
programme.
carbon footprint and live more
This small step put us on the path sustainably (see EcoTips overleaf).
towards our church operating in a Besides the practical things we can
more responsible way towards the each do, it is vitally important that
earth, wildlife, our community locally we also join with others to affect
and globally.
change. This may be by
IT IS VITALLY
We are very fortunate
joining a local initiative
that Alan, our vicar, has
which
is
working
IMPORTANT THAT
always been mindful
toward building a more
WE ALSO JOIN WITH
of and spoken about
sustainable and resilient
OTHERS TO AFFECT
our
responsibility
as
local community – there
Christians to live with
are so many in the area,
CHANGE
care for God’s creation,
there’s bound to be one
our environment and our neighbours to suit you! If not, start your own!
around the world.
And don’t forget to use your power
Support, too, from those with as a citizen by voting for those
responsibility for all areas of our who prioritize policies which are
church
community
has
been consistent with a clean, healthy,
invaluable and so encouraging: from live-able environment and promote
inspiring children to care for our world wellbeing for the majority of people
through worship and teaching; using and the planet. Write to elected
Traidcraft and meat-free produce representatives locally and nationally
for Church hospitality; choosing to make sure that your views and
eco friendly products for cleaning; values are heard. Now, more than
managing our churchyards to benefit ever, we need to consider what we
wildlife, including truly value and stand up!
bird
feeders
Jakki Phillips
at St John’s;
ecochurch@holytrinitywestcott.org .uk
i m p r o v i n g
the
energy
efficiency of our
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ECO CHURCH
ECO TIPS
Recognize your connection to the natural world and begin with personal
responsibility:
One Planet Living challenge: We would need three planet Earth’s to support
us if everyone lived as we do in the UK. You can calculate your impact and
get an action plan to live more sustainably at:
www.calculator.bioregional.com
Recognize your connection to others and start to
make connections:
Join a local club or initiative working towards building
a resilient local community. There are many written
about in this magazine or listed on the back pages.
Recognize your power as a citizen and make your
voice heard:
Support local projects and policies which
improve community life: public transport;
cycling schemes; community cafes; local food
projects; renewable energy projects. Join a
campaign.
Oppose projects in our area that are inconsistent
with cutting carbon emissions and threaten the
countryside: ie extraction, transportation and
burning of fossil fuels; airport expansion. www.frackfreesurrey.com www.
planewrong.co.uk
Keeping it simple
Personal responsibility. Connect with others. Stand up
EVENT: SWITCH TO A SUPPLIER OF RENEWABLE ENERGY
Dorking Solar Group will be running an open
session in Westcott, in conjunction with Westcott
EcoChurch Group, to help people make an
informed choice to switch to a renewable
electricity supplier.
Date to be confirmed. If you are interested in
coming along, please get in touch by email:
ecochurch@holytrinitywestcott.org
for more information.
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E A S T E R
Simply Jesus: His Life, His Kingdom

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
1 John5:11
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Baby Meals

Meals for the family of a new baby
The Westcott “Baby Meals” service, started 15 years ago
by Holy Trinity Church, provides two weeks of hot meals
for the families of new babies across the village.
We have over 30 volunteer cooks within the village
community and we’re all delighted to help during what
can be a time of massive upheaval and adjustment.
It’s a gift that has been welcomed by many families,
over many years.
If you’re living in Westcott and expecting a baby or
about to adopt a new child into the family;
OR if you’d like to join our cooks rota we’d be delighted
to hear from you - please get in touch!
Anna Kemkers 07710 425487 annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk
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Free Entry!

WESTfest
..............................................................................................................

7JUly

T h e W e s t c o t t V i l l ag e Fa i r
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th

twenty nineteen

..............................................................................................................
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M G i a n t Bu b b l e S h ow M T e a C u p R i d e M
MG iant Helter Sk elt er Slide M
M M a d H at s C o m p e t i t i o n M
M G a m e s a n d S ta l l s M BA R M
M Tea & Cakes M Hot Food M
facebook.com/WESTfestSurrey

14

WESTCOTT WOMEN’S GROUP
I wonder how many readers of the
Westcott mag know who or what a High
Sheriff is? Isn’t he that guy in a black
velvet coat with lace cuffs, wears a
sword and carries a folded tricolor hat?
Actually it’s a chapeau-bras, or arm
hat, and yes, he is, although a female
High Sheriff can wear a long velvet
dark coloured dress, also with long
sleeves and lace cuffs, and she wears
exotic ostrich feather plumage. Oh, she
doesn’t carry a sword, that’s carried on
a cushion by her pageboy.

W W

working for various charities, and his
prime focus this year has been on the
permanent exclusion of pupils from
school, whether they have been at
primary, secondary or even nursery
school, getting to the reasons of why
there has been exclusion, and seeking
the help needed to prevent this
happening.
That is just a scratching of the fascinating
and amusing talk from Jim Glover about
his year as High Sheriff of Surrey, and he
hopes to continue his work in school
exclusion when he “retires”! Thank
you Jim for coming to talk to us, 36 of
our members and friends came away
from last evening’s meeting a lot more
informed than when we went.
Next month, on April 3rd, our local
and very popular Jazz musician, Ralph
Sutton is coming to entertain us with
his anecdotes, and hopefully some
accompanying music! You do not
have to be a member to come to our
meetings, all are welcome.

More respect please, the High Sheriffs
hold the highest offices in the country
next to the Queen, and the post is at
least 1000 years old. In Saxon times, he
was responsible for collecting the taxes,
(this could bankrupt the High Sheriff
of a poor county as he would still be
expected to produce the revenues
that the more affluent counties could)
nowadays the role is more of that of
a mediator; one who supports those
people working in upholding law and
order, from judges, and police down to
probation officers and prison wardens.

Our evenings at St John’s Chapel start
at 7.30pm and are a good evening
out, meeting up with old friends and
making new ones, especially if you are
new to the village. Teas, coffees and
even a glass of wine (donation of £1)
for a mere £4 non members, whilst our
annual membership of £15 covers the
rest of the year.
All enquiries to Jacki Moss, 01306 881481
or email johnjacki.moss@btinternet.com

He meets with thousands of volunteers
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP
scientific interests and was a friend of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the French
author. He married Harriet Graham,
the daughter of Daniel Graham,
apothecary to George II and III. She
appears as a young girl in Hogarth’s
painting The Graham Children in the
National Gallery, London. They had
six children - 2 sons, Sydenham born
in Albury and Thomas Robert born in
Westcott - and 4 daughters: Henrietta,
Charlotte, Elizabeth Maria and Anne
Catherine.

Personalities in Westcott History:
Daniel Malthus of ‘The Rookery’.
The Rookery Estate has a long history
starting in the 17thC when it belonged
to the Comber family. They sold it
to Abraham Tucker of Betchworth
Castle, who in 1759 sold it to Daniel
Malthus who named it ‘The Rookery’
and developed it from its former use
as a fishing and game lodge. The Pipp
Brook flows through the estate and
provides the water for the mill pond. It
is said that the trout ova were specially
imported from Lake Geneva and
it also has roach, tench and perch
popular with the angling fraternity.
The original Estate was known as
Chertgate and comprised some 650
acres including all the land westward
of Logmore Lane and Westcott Street
up to the edge of the Parish.
Daniel Malthus (1730 – 1800) was a
man of considerable inherited wealth
and had been to Queens College,
Oxford. He pursued literary and
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His son Thomas Robert Malthus
(1766 – 1834) went to Jesus College,
Cambridge where he studied political
economics for an MA which he
achieved in 1791 and was elected a
Fellow two years later.
In 1798 he
published a controversial pamphlet
on the ‘Principal of Population’ which
received much public criticism, mainly
from the editor of The Scotsman
newspaper, John Ramsey McCulloch
who accused him of criticising fellow
economists. In this pamphlet he
asserted that “there was
a propensity to utilize
abundance (of harvests)
for population growth
rather than for maintaining
a higher standard of
living”. He published six
editions of it between 1798
and 1826 updating his
material and responding
to his critics, but his idea
was never accepted.

PIPP BROOK
OPEN GARDENS
Seven varied private
gardens will be open
to view at the north end
of Westcott Street on:

9th June 2019
2 - 4.30pm

Make a note in your diaries
more details next month….
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
He took holy orders in 1791 aged 25 and
became a Curate at Okewood Chapel
in Surrey but continued to publish
his pamphlets on socio/economic
subjects. In 1805 he became Professor
of History & Economics at the East
India College, Hertfordshire where
officers of the East India Company
were trained in administration and
languages for service in India and the
Far East. He was known by the students
as ‘Pop’ from his infamous pamphlet.
The college closed in 1858 and later
became the school Haileybury &
United Service College as nowadays.

Vicar of Effingham in 1835 moving to
Donington in 1837. In December 1834
Thomas Malthus died in Bath aged 67
of heart problems while staying with
his in-laws.
The Rookery was sold in 1768 to Richard
Fuller (1713-1782) whose family and
heirs continued to live there for 126
years until 1894.
There is no lecture meeting in April but
there will be the Good Friday Walk as
usual.
Arrangements will be sent out by email
to all members. In May the talk will be
given by Sue James on “A Hidden
Treasure, Tales from a Surrey Girls’
School, 1884 - 1954.”
Roger Christian

In March 1804 Thomas Robert married
Harriet Eckershall. They had two
daughters, Emily and Lucille and
a son named Henry who became
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Forbes & Schuster

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Dog Walking Pet Taxi

Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks
Wide range of dog grooming services

www.forbesandschuster.co.uk
Odette 07889 770 397

Tony 07932 798 419

Denbies Wine Estate

England’s Largest Vineyard
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

10% Off in
The Gallery & Conservatory Restaurant
Offer applies to until end April 2019
Not to be used in conjunction
with any other offers/
t's & c's apply/
please show ad. for discount

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

@denbiesvineyard
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/DenbiesWineEstate
Follow us on twitter

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
WVA Draft New Constitution
There were some very useful
comments and suggestions on the
draft Constitution, which were taken
into consideration in the final version
of the document.
Consultation ended on 16th March
WVA Open Meeting
In the coming year there are some
very important matters, which the
WVA wants to involve all residents
in. These are best dealt with at the
WVA Open meetings – they are your
opportunity to shape the future of the
village.
Around 50 people attended the last
Open Meeting on 21st February –
which was perhaps less than we were
hoping for, given the importance of
the subjects on the agenda. You can
read more on this in the minutes of
the Open Meeting which you will find
on the WVA website. The next Open
Meeting is planned for Thursday 9th
May and will again be in Holy Trinity
Church starting at 7.30pm – so please
put this in the diary now and make
every effort to attend and have your
say.

and the document is now in the
final stages of approval by the WVA
committee before being sent to
the Charity Commission for their
comments and approval. Once we
have this, we will be arranging an
Extraordinary General Meeting to put
the new constitution to a village vote.

Your Village Association needs you
There are still two vacant seats on
the WVA committee and interestingly
we have had a number of people
approach us about joining the
committee – more in fact than there
are places to fill. Rather than make
appointments, as we did in the past,
we would like to hold elections to the
committee so that existing members
and prospective new appointments
all subject themselves to election.
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Sing

BUY, SELL OR LET
your property with…

The Creation
by Joseph Haydn
with

Dorking Choral Society
Conductor David Young

Local People • Local Knowledge • Local Experts

Rehearsals start: Wednesday 17th April
Crossways Community Baptist Church,
Junction Road, Dorking, RH4 3HB

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

Concert performance:
Sunday 6th July 2019, 7:30pm
St Martin’s Church, Dorking

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk
27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Contact: 01306 877 256
www.dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk

Westcott Ad V3.indd 1

Bramley House Residential Home
20/02/2018 16:30

Westcott Street, Westcott, RH4 3NX

Tel: 01306 740003

Email: info@bramleyhouse.net
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
The time to do this would be at the
EGM and thereafter every year at
the Annual General Meetings in
October. If you are interested in
joining the committee then please
send me a note explaining who you
are, your credentials for sitting on the
committee, and the reasons why you
feel you can make a difference – a
couple of paragraphs is all that is
needed, not a full-blown “supporting
statement”!

based facilities including café,
support services like CAB, Help
the Aged etc, a Youth Club, and
community internet facilities for those
who do not have these at home, as
well as an event hire venue.
• Six residential units each with two
dedicated parking spaces.
• 16 further parking spaces for the use
of the Surgery and Community centre

The Hut Development
There has been a lot happening
behind the scenes and it would
be fair to say that the scheme, first
proposed in early October 2017,
has been complicated, fraught with
difficulties and changed building
configurations. As a result it has taken
a long time, despite the strenuous
best efforts of the Hut Trustees.
The latest iteration of the plan is to
provide on the current Hut site:

Once detailed plan drawings have
been finalised then the Hut Trustees will
hold an AGM (open to every resident
in the village) to give the authority to
proceed, apply for all the necessary
approvals including seeking planning
permission, and then move hopefully
to start works by the Autumn.

• A stand-alone doctor’s surgery
and dispensing chemist facility of
278sqm servicing up to 4,000 patients
– a stipulation by NHS England to
futureproof the facility – which
includes the current Riverbank
Surgery patient list.

At the AGM the Hut Trustees will be
looking for new members to join
the committee and help develop
the services at the new community

• A community centre of 160sqm
providing a range of community-

23

What I like about spring:
daffodils, crocus, longer days,
sunshine coming unexpectedly,
not having to defrost the car in
the morning, and Pancake day!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boys & Girls aged 2-13
Weekly, flexi and ad hoc boarding
Minibus services to surrounding areas
Evening collection up to 8pm
First class education and results
Outstanding extra-curricular programmes
Situated in idyllic spacious grounds in
the Surrey Hills
Achievement through Happiness
Holmbury St. Mary, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6LQ
01306 730852
www.belmont-school.org admissions@belmont-school.org
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
centre. The Hut Trustees also plan to
organise a village residents letter of
support, signed by as many people
as possible, to send to NHS England
thanking them for backing our vital
village service by retaining a doctors
surgery and dispensing pharmacy in
the village.

or attended an event in the church,
either religious or secular, then we
recommend you go!

WestFest - Sunday 7th July 2019
Finally, we are delighted to have
given over a dedicated page on
the new WVA website to promote
our annual village fair, WestFest. You
will find all the information you need
in the run-up to the event, which this
year is being held on Sunday 7th July.
Definitely a date for your diaries!

A Village Community
On a much lighter note, my wife and
I spent a wonderful 2 hours on the
(very wet) afternoon of 3rd March at
a Folk Concert in Holy Trinity Church.
Entertaining us were Jonas and
Harbottle a professional folk group –
half of whom were home grown here
in Westcott – who had just completed
a three-week tour in Germany and
were about to embark on one in the
UK. (Google “Jonas and Harbottle” to
listen to their music).

Please continue to comment on or
make suggestions to improve the
WVA website so that we ensure it
is THE place to go for village news,
information, and events.

Those readers who attend Holy
Trinity will know that the interior of
the church has been transformed by
some impressive new lighting which
creates a whole different atmosphere
and which complimented perfectly
the sounds of the folk group that
day. It was a perfect example of
how to create new opportunities for
our community facilities and help
draw the community together, as
well as a plug for the talent that exists
or has grown up in Westcott. If you
haven’t yet seen the new lighting,

As always, you are invited to write to
me on issues which concern you, and
the WVA will do their best to address
them.
Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village
Association
timway.westcott@gmail.com
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Soft interiors
By
Josephine

 Larger landscaping projects including

excavations, ponds & lakes, earthmoving,
grass paving, access roads & tracks etc

 Sewage treatment plants, septic tanks &

BESPOKE HIGH
Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND
soft furnishings

soakaways

 Foundations, concreting, surface
& foul drainage

PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on
design

 Agricultural & equestrian
buildings

Fitting service available

 Established 1992 &
fully insured

Telephone: 01306 644802 (Home)
07767 771777 (Mobile)
Email:
josoftinteriors@gmail.com

01306 628412

www.lhpl.co.uk
king March 19 A6 .qxp_Layout
1 11/03/2019 20:03 Page 1
Leith Hill Plant Ltd, Stane St, Ockley RH5 5LX

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com

01306 730703

‘Kingfisher’

Farm Shop

One a penny
two a penny
Farm shop Monday to Saturday 9am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm
Flower shop Tuesday to Saturday 9am-5pm

LOCAL food & drink • LOCAL flowers • LOCAL delivery service
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Tom Guilder’s Retirement
A retirement book will be available at the Riverbank Surgery until
26th April for people to write messages and reminiscences for Tom
who will be retiring after more than 30 years as our village GP.
Also, you will find collection boxes placed in....
• The Surgery waiting room
• The Bakery
• The Newsagents
.....to make donations towards a leaving present
for Tom which is being organised
by The Village Association

WESTCOTT VILLAGE
COFFEE MORNING
We are delighted once again to welcome

the Surrey Hills School Choir

at

The Reading Room

Wednesday 3rd April

10.30 am - 12.00 mid-day
A very warm welcome to all,
especially Parents & Grandparents.
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC
HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY
RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 83 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2JU
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
It was a chance for each organisation
to share the successes they have
identified and to learn from each other
about what works and what doesn’t.
Many of the groups took to social
media to get the message across:
Rural Summit
Mole Valley District Council recently
held our first ever Rural Summit and it
was a chance for businesses and rural
Mole Valley’s community organisations
to debate current challenges and
opportunities.

If you want to find out more about the
council’s Rural Community Strategy,
all the details you might want to know
are available at
www.molevalley.gov.uk/index.
cfm?articleid=45578
The event was hosted by newsreader
Nicholas Owen and brought together
businesses and organisations looking
at how to (amongst other things):

Helping You To Access Priority Services
The District Council is encouraging
residents
to
be
prepared
for
emergencies. In partnership with
the County Council’s Be Prepared
campaign
(surreycc.gov.uk/
surreyprepared)
information
is
available on how to:

- Make it easier to attract visitors to
the area
- Help rural communities to build their
own affordable homes
- Make rural pubs more profitable and
sustainable
- Take care of the rural environment
- Speed up broadband access in our
local area
- Help reduce rural crime

- Keep informed
- Keep a record of all your key
information
- Prepare your home for an emergency
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A SELECTIVE INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 4 - 16 WITH CO-EDUCATIONAL NURSERY

Open Mornings
February, May and October

#SurreyGirlsSchool

“Unpressured (for the most part) and friendly, but this is no soft option
...the girls both work hard and play hard, with results to match.”
The Good Schools Guide

AN INDIVIDUAL APPROACH TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS
www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

A73242 Manor House Open Morning Ad A4 Portrait P2.indd 1
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
- Keep watercourses clear
- Prepare your business for an
emergency

from Mole Valley’s animal warden
on 01306 885001, or by emailing env.
health@molevalley.gov.uk.

The free “In Case of Emergency
document” enables you to have
all the key information for your
household in one place. Remember
to keep it somewhere easily accessible
- both on your smartphone and a hard
copy.

At the end of February (a long time
after the last article was written), we
had reports of an attack by a dog
on a sheep. Thankfully, the sheep in
question was ok after some care and
attention.
In Westcott, we are very fortunate to
have as few dog-on-sheep incidents
as we do and the vast majority of dog
owners are very good with regards to
this. Farmers both elsewhere in Mole
Valley and further afield have suffered
a lot with many sheep killed by rogue
dogs. Let’s please try to keep it that
way.

Alongside all this, family members or
carers, on behalf of older, disabled or
vulnerable people, can sign up for the
Priority Services Register.
This provides a direct way for people
to communicate with utility suppliers in
the event of an emergency – making
sure vulnerable people don’t go cold
or without food for example.

More concerning is the amount of dog
mess around and the number of dogs
not on a lead. I have been asked by
a couple of different residents to ask
dog owners to redouble efforts to be
responsible for their own and their
dog’s action. It really is appreciated.

Dog Attacks and Sheep Worrying
I’m conscious that last month I
included an item on dog-on-dog
attacks where advice may be sought
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South East Tree Surgeons has been
established for over 20 years, and we
are a family run company that offer
an individual personalised service.
We provide a 24 Hour Emergency
Service to commercial businesses,
local councils & domestic individuals.
We offer free written quotations &
advice without any obligation.

Our Services include
• Crown reduction, crown lifting
& thinning
• Precision tree felling
• Pollarding
• Tree pruning
• Dead wood removal

• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump grinding
• Hedge management
• Storm clearance and
ground clearance

Our Tree Surgery teams are friendly,
qualified & insured. You can find
out more about us on our website:
www.treecaresolutions.co.uk

Please do contact us on 01306 71 22 00
Or email us at: info@treecaresolutions.co.uk

PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS LTD
Tel 01306 881399
Mobile 07710-854040

Lawn Mowing

E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com

Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR

Turfing

For Mortgages and Protection

Hedge Cutting

A local and Friendly Service, tailored
to your needs based in Westcott

Pressure washing

PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd
is an Appointed Representative of Pink
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading
name of Advance Mortgage Funding
Limited which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765

phil.burnett@jimsmowing.co.uk

32

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Keeping your dog on a lead, even
when there aren’t sheep or other
animals in the field in question gets
them used to it and means that if farm
animals are present on another day
the dog isn’t expecting something
different. Finally, of course, in addition
to the stress and distress caused to the
animals, usually the farmer will expect
the dog owner to pay for any vet bills
etc that might be incurred.

details of both positions, if you are
interested please let me know.
You can find out more about Carrie’s
by visiting carrieshomesfoundation.
org

Antisocial Behaviour
Our friends at Surrey Police have
also asked to help them in their fight
against anti-social behaviour.

Begging
Dorking neighbourhood policing team
have noticed an increase in begging
in the town. There is evidence to
suggest that many of those begging
in the town may not be homeless or
in need and the begging could link to
criminal gang related activity. Surrey
police advise us to give to a homeless
charity if you do wish to help support
those who are genuinely homeless.
Please call 101 if you witness any
begging in Dorking or Leatherhead or
our villages.

If anti-social behaviour is affecting
your quality of life, or making you fear
for your safety or the safety of others,
there are people who can help.
Visit
www.surrey.police.uk/advice/
advice-and-information/asb/sf/asbcommunity-trigger/
There have also been a few reports of
eggs being thrown at cars elsewhere
in Mole Valley. If this happens to you
when you are out and about, please
do call 101 and let the police team
know.

Helping the Homeless
If you are interested in volunteering to
help the homeless locally, a new local
charity recently formed in memory of
former Logmore Lane resident Caroline
Kalman, Carrie’s Home Foundation, is
looking for some help.On a voluntary
basis they are looking for a Treasurer
and a Fundraising Co-ordinator. I have

Clarion Voice
If you are a resident of the Clarion
Housing Association (formerly Mole
Valley Housing Association / Circle
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Shiers
Decor

ALFA CHIMNEY SWEEPS
 CLEAN PROMPT WORK
 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
 FULLY INSURED
 SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR

OLD/PROBLEM CHIMNEYS

Painters and Decorators

 WEEKDAY & WEEKEND SERVICE

Working in Westcott
since 1980

01306 883455

Our repeat clients prove our
Quality and reliability

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

Phone for free estimates and
local references

Registered Part P
Approved Contractor

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com

Tel: 02/02/2017
01306 876110 10:23 Page 1T: 01306 883 126
Project1
M: 07770 760 581
Mobile: 07880848459

colincampbell146@btinternet.com
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Housing Association), then they are
giving you the opportunity to tell them
exactly what you think of their services.

and may be encouraging folks not to
slow down.
I’m told by one resident that they
counted eleven vehicles go through
the pedestrian crossing before they
were able to cross at the village green.

Clarion Voice is your chance to share
your views on what matters most to
you. You can talk with fellow residents
across the country and directly with
Clarion themselves. You can sign up
at myclarionvoice.com and as an
incentive you will be entered into a
monthly prize draw for a chance to
win a £50 Love2Shop gift voucher.

Mystery Trees
I had very few correct guesses for last
month’s tree which was at the northern
end of Bailey Road. Perhaps it was the
autumnal style that confused.
This month’s offering wasn’t far away
but hopefully might have gone
through a transformation by the time
you read this (that’s as much of a clue
as I’m giving you!)

Respecting The Crossing
I’ve been asked, once again, to
remind Westcott residents to slow
down when driving through and
around the village. We know that if
we stick to speed limits than the cars
behind us must too.

The opening up of the vista around the
church may be giving the perception
to some visiting drivers that the road
is wider and straighter than it really is

35

The Prince of Wales
Restaurant and bar menus
Private function room
Garden and play area
Live music nights
Monthly quiz nights

FA I T H ’ S G A R D E N S

01306 889 699

PROFESSIONAL
GARDENING SERVICE

Get your garden ready for Spring!
• MAINTENANCE • ADVICE •
• BORDER WORK •
• PLANTING • DESIGN •
07929 563 304
faith@faithsgardendesign.co.uk
www.faithsgardendesign.co.uk

Guildford Road, Westcott RH4 3QE

RHS Level 3 Qualified.
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NEWS FROM THE READING ROOM
Roger Christian has retired after serving for a trustee of the
Reading Room for over 15 years, much of it as Chairman. I
would like to thank him for all the energy, effort and expertise
that he brought to this much-loved Village asset and guiding it
on a secure path of good care, maintenance and well-being.
There is hall availability in the early mornings (7-10am) for potential users like keepfit, breakfast clubs, music/revision training etc. These times can be offered at very
competitive rates to prospective enquirers on application. We also have good
availability in April and May for Saturday evenings and Sunday afternoons/evenings
for party and fund-raising events.
The Reading Room recently welcomed another new activity to the
Village - Martial Arts - on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings.
RichingsCKD is a martial art that is a fun and exciting way to keep
fit, improve flexibility, co-ordination, balance and concentration in a friendly safe
environment. Primarily based around Choi Kwang Do, the techniques developed
use the natural bio-mechanics of the body and are suitable for all ages and fitness
levels. Cost: fees are £50 per month with access to all training times at weekends;
PAYGO is £5 per class; family and bulk savings available on request. Do contact
Alan Richings 2nd Degree Black Belt on 07711 954466 or via email: richingsckd@
gmail.com; FaceBook and Instagram: RichingsCKD
More information from the Reading Room website
www.westcottreadingroom.org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636.
Alan Reif, Chairman

Brockham Choral Society
presents ANTON DVORAK’S ‘STABAT MATER’ on April 6th at 7.30pm
in St Martin’s Church, Dorking, RH4 1UX.
The British Sinfonietta Orchestra with soloists, Soprano: Joanna Tomlinson,
Mezzo: Frances Gregory, Tenor: Andrew Henley, Bass: Meilir Jones
will be directed by our Musical Director Patrick Barrett.
Admission: £12 in advance, £15 on the day, £5 under 25 in full time education
Box Office: Tickets from Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith,
40 South St, Dorking, 01306-882728 or Alison Robins 07890 663505.
More info:www.brockhamchoral.org /tickets
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Sherlock Funeral Service
130-year-old, independent,
family business.

•
•
•
•

Funeral Directors & Monumental
Masons
Private Service Chapel & Rest
Rooms
Home visits if required
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Trellis House
190 South Street
Dorking RH4 2ES
T: 01306 882266
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk
Sherlock Funeral Service
is a part of Stoneman
Funeral Service as of
2010.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS C of E PRIMARY
This is another very busy term. We
have a number of trips planned for
the children, including visits to Wisley
for KS1 and the Junior Citizen event
for Year 6. Preparations are being
made for our popular Mothers and
Grandmothers activity afternoon and
we will be celebrating Easter Pause
Day with a number of related activities
and church services.

‘It was really, really big at the O2
and really, really fun.’ (Sophie and
Florence, Rabbits)
‘When we were singing up there, in
front of the huge audience, it felt
amazing.’ (Daisy, Badgers)

Year 3 and 4 Skateboarding Festival
On Wednesday 13th February, ten
children from
Year
3/4
attended
a
skateboarding
workshop
at
Oakfield
School
in
Leatherhead.
In
a
fun
morning
of
activity they learnt lots of skateboard
skills and some great tricks! They’re
l o o k i n g
forward
to
practicing
these skills in
their
spare
time.

Choir Performance at the O2 Arena
On Tuesday 5th February, Surrey Hills
All Saints choir joined with over 8000
other school children at the O2 to
perform in The Young Voices concert.
The choir performed a number of
popular songs, including tracks from
The Greatest Showman, Moana and
The Jungle Book. The children even got
to sing with Tony Hadley, performing
‘Gold’. Miss Lucas was incredibly
proud of every member of the choir,
who behaved impeccably and sang
their hearts out.

‘It was very loud and the lights kept
changing colours. We all had a brilliant
time.’ (Sam, Hedgehogs)

Sportshall Athletics
The Surrey Hills Sportshall Athletics
team have been training hard at
lunchtimes and after school, for the
Dorking Schools Sportshall Athletics
Competition that took place at The
Ashcombe School on Thursday 14th
February.
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The Dorking Group of Artists – Spring Exhibition May 2019
Betchworth Village Hall
Saturday 4th May – Monday 6th May 10.00am – 6.00pm
(The exhibition closes at 4pm on Monday 6th May)
The Dorking Group of Artists, probably the largest art group in Surrey, will be
holding their annual Spring Exhibition at Betchworth Village Hall. Exhibiting
members, many professionals among them, will be displaying over 250
pieces of new and original art, all for sale at affordable prices. There will be
large selection of unframed paintings for sale too. Entrance to the exhibition
is free. The Dorking Group of Artists meets on Tuesday afternoons at Beare
Green Village Hall from September through to Easter. Membership is open
to all artistic abilities, from beginner to professional and costs just £25 for non
exhibiting and £30 for exhibiting members per calendar year.
For more information contact Jane Anderson Wood (Chairman)
Tel: 01372 375123 Email j.andersonwood@gmail.com

* Village Car Service - Help Needed *
Owing to a shortage of members
on the list of available drivers operating
the Westcott Car Service we urgently need more
assistance to ensure this very important help to
the local community can continue.
If you can consider putting your name forward as a Driver,
please contact David Johnson on 01306 885300
who will be pleased to provide more details.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS C of E PRIMARY
Thirty children, a girls’ and a
boys’ team, from Year 5 and
6 competed against the eight
Dorking schools, in six track and
six field events. The girls’ team
finished 1st, the boys’ team 3rd,
and we were just beaten by four
points to St Martin’s for overall
winners position, coming a very
close 2nd. Well done to everyone
who took part.

Marathon Appeal
I’m John, I live in Westhumble and work in IT. I’m running in the London
Marathon and my target is to raise £3000 for the Brigitte Trust in Dorking - a
Queen’s Award winning charity that has been operating for over 30 years.
When someone is facing a life-threatening illness like cancer, and carers
are at full stretch, it is sometimes hard to cope with the routine of hospital
treatment and home visits from physiotherapists, district nurses and carers –
sometimes different people each time. This is where a Brigitte Trust volunteer
can help. A regular visit from the same volunteer on a fixed day and time
gives a family or patient on their own some stability back in their lives.
Volunteers are there to listen and support plus provide other practical help
like shopping trips and transport, but more than anything the chance to
share the feelings and fears that serious illness brings. Volunteers can also
offer up to three months of bereavement support to a family member if it is
requested. The Trust is NHS funded by less than a third and covers the whole
of Surrey. The money I raise will cover the cost of reaching out to more people
who desperately need support and care at a critical time of their lives whilst
keeping the service free of charge to all who need it.
Thank you for reading, getting involved and sponsoring - your support is both
gratefully received and appreciated.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/bt2019
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John Judge

F@SH
Make The Teddy Bear’s Picnic your headline activity for the May Bank Holiday
Before you can say “smash, bang, wallop” it will be 6th May and the annual Teddy
Bear’s picnic will be opening for its 38th consecutive year. What a cracking good
day this is for the whole family down at the stream at Abinger Hammer with plenty
of activities and food to keep energetic kids and maybe less feisty grandparents
all entertained.
The Teddy Bears Picnic is a charity event run by Surrey Hills All
Saints School and Peaslake School and is the most important
of all our annual events bringing in much needed funds for
the health and well-being of the children in our community
schools. Parents from both schools have already been
beavering away in preparation for putting on a great event.
We’ll have plenty of teddy related activities and competitions
and traditional English fair stalls such as a coconut shy,
tombola and jolly jam jars. However, just to keep you on your
toes there will be nerf guns, sumo wrestling and the kids’ all-time favourite, bouncy
castles plus much more which you can discover when you go down to Abinger
Hammer for the day.
Running up to the event and on the day look out for our raffle ticket promoters
who will be selling tickets for some smashing prizes for both adults and kids. The
prize winners will be drawn after the event.
Summer is just around the corner so shake out that picnic blanket
and come and tuck into some of our delicious BBQ food, pizza
and pimms. Top it off with a fine piece of cake and a lovely hot
cuppa at what promises to be the best tea tent ever.
If you run a business and would like to participate in any advertising
opportunities in our event programme, on our Teddy Bears Picnic
Abinger Hammer FaceBook page or at the event please get in
touch with F@SH (the Surrey Hills School PTA) at fash@surreyhills.
surrey.sch.uk.
F@SH is raising money for an all-weather running track at the
Westcott site. At March 2019 F@SH is delighted to say that we
have now reached £10,600 of the £25,000 target.
Co-Chair Vere Perry
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LEITH HILL PLACE
Leith Hill Place opened on 29th
March, just in time for Mothering
Sunday, and we are now getting
ready for some more family fun for
Easter, as well as other springtime
activities.

warm, comfortable clothing. £30pp
Booking is essential on 0344 249 1895.
Please note that the workshop is not
suitable for those with allergies to
hay or straw.
Have you ever wondered how
our bakers manage to make such
delicious scones? Book on to a
workshop and learn the secrets for
yourself. The first of our very popular
scone-making workshops for this
season will be on Tuesday 09 April
from 10am to 12.30pm.

On Monday 08 April from 11am to
1pm, come and create a beautiful
Easter wreath from hay, straw and
fresh seasonal flowers. The workshop
will be run by talented local florist
Vickie Edwards from the Surrey Hills
florist.

During the workshop you will get the
chance to experiment with different
ingredients, enjoy a sample of your
first batch of scones and take the
rest home. The tutor will explain the
kitchen science behind the perfect
scone and give you tips to ensure
success when baking at home.
No experience necessary. £20pp
Booking essential on 0344 249 1895.
Please bring along a container for
about 8 scones. Wheat flour and
dairy will be used.
On Wednesday 10 April from 9.30am
to 12.30pm and Wednesday 17 April
from 9.30am to 12.30pm, bring your
child to a creative painting workshop
with artist Karen Pearson. Children
between the ages of 10 and 16 will
be encouraged to experiment with
various media and implements such
as sticks, brushes and cards while

All materials are provided and you
are welcome to bring along your
choice of Easter decorations to make
the wreath more personal to you. A
cream tea is included. Please bring
a pair of scissors/secateurs and wear
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Dorking’s oldest solicitors can help you with:
•
•
•
•
•

Conveyancing – We have an award for excellence
Wills and probate
Commercial Property
Employment issues
Litigation – Disputes and court action

Hart Scales & Hodges, 159 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AD

P: +44 (0) 1306 884432 E: info@hartscales.co.uk
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“Hart Scales & Hodges Solicitors
have provided me with a first class
service. I would have no hestitation
in recommending the firm to others
and I firmly believe they give
“value for money”.

LEITH HILL PLACE (cont.)
gaining inspiration from Leith Hill
Place and its surroundings.

hunt for clues around the grounds to
win a chocolate prize. Children can
also join in with simple Easter crafts.
Booking is not required. £3 per trail.
Normal admission applies for nonmembers.

By the end of the workshop they will
have created a masterpiece to take
home. No experience necessary.
£25 per child per event. All children
must be accompanied by an adult;
wearing old clothes and an apron
is advised. In fine weather the
workshop will take place outside
so please bring sun protection if
necessary. Booking is directly with
the artist on 07909 963144 or email
info@karenpearsonart.com.

On Tuesday 30 April, 7 May, 21 May
and 28 May from 10am to 12.30,
join artist Jane Allison to explore
art in the garden. Students will be
introduced to various techniques
using watercolour and pastel to
paint the gardens and landscape
around Leith Hill Place, including the
Rhododendron Wood.

On Wednesdays 10 April, 8 May, 5
June and 3 July from 6pm to 7.30pm,
come to free singing evenings to
learn harmonies and group singing
with Morrigan folk singers. During
each session you’ll learn different
songs, including works collected by
composer Ralph Vaughan Williams.

W e a t h e r
permitting
the
class will take
place
outside.
£80 for all four
sessions. Booking
is
essential,
directly with the
artist on 07790
476394 or email janecareyallison@
gmail.com. Some artists’ materials
will be required, as well as warm
clothes depending on the weather.

At the end of the series of workshops
you will have the chance to perform
in a concert at the house if you
would like to. Children over 12 are
welcome but must be accompanied
by an adult. Free event but booking
is essential on 0344 249 1895

All these activities can also be
booked online at www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/leith-hill-place/whats-on.
If you have any queries, please ring
01306 711685.

From Friday 19 April to Monday
22 April 11am to 4.30pm, Easter at
Leith Hill Place offers the Cadbury
Easter Egg Hunt. Pick up a garden
themed trail from the house and

Anna Trenter
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Established Local Family Business
Over 20 Years Experience
Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
Friendly, First Class Service
Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

• Qualified
Florists • Fresh
&Business
Plants • Local Delivery •
Established
LocalFlowers
Family
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral
Tribute
Specialists
• Interflora Worldwide •
Over
20 Years
Experience

Stylish, fabulous headwear for women
going through chemo/long term hair
loss. Online at www.suburbanturban.com
or drop in to the studio, behind the
Westcott Bakery. Tel: 01306-640123

Internal & External

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
Commercial
T: 01306
883511&•Domestic
E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
Friendly,
First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

WESTCOTT

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

01306 885379

Friendly village garage
Superb service
Good value
MoT’s arranged
Member of Guild of
Master Craftsmen
46

REFLECTIONS FROM STUART RYLAND
Turning 50

and Jonny Wilkinson’s Drop Goal
when we beat the Aussies in the 2003
Rugby World Cup final.

Later this month
on St George’s
Day I will reach
my 9th half
century,
the
others
being
made with bat
in hand. As I
head towards
the
midway
point
to
receiving a telegram from the Queen
(will probably be a King by then) and
as a lover of lists, I’ve been looking
back and coming up with a few Top
5’s. Maybe you would like to join me
in thinking about your own Top 5’s
and emailing them to me at stuart.
ryland@phonecoop.coop.

Top 5 places I have visited: Great
Barrier Reef (scuba diving), Whitecliff

Bay on the Isle of Wight, Yellowstone
Park, Rome and skiing in Cervinia in
the Alps on the Italian/Swiss border.
Top 5 fiction books: The Firm by John
Grisham, The Confession by John
Grisham, Turning 30 by Mike Gayle,
Man and Boy by Tony Parsons, One
Day by David Nicholls.

For example, the Top 5 films that
I’ve seen are Dead Poet’s Society,
Shawshank Redemption, Dr. No, (as
due to its success came the rest of
the Bond series which I am hopelessly
addicted to watching) Patch Adams,
and Love Actually.

Top 5 pop songs: Your Song by Elton
John (which was played on the radio
the morning after my daughter was
born), Sunshine in my Window by
Gabrielle (played at our Wedding
during signing of the registers), Soul
Limbo by Booker T and the MG’s (the
BBC cricket theme tune – also played
at my Wedding as we walked down
the aisle after the service), The Only
One I Know by The Charlatans (a 90s
Indie Classic) and Car Wash by Rose
Royce (70s Disco Anthem).

Top 5 sporting memories: Palace
beating Liverpool 4-3 in the 1990 FA
Cup Semi Final (I was there), England
regaining the Ashes at the Oval in
2005, (I wasn’t there unfortunately)
England beating the West Indies in
2 days at Headingley in 2000 (I was
there for both days…incredible stuff),
Andy Murray’s first Wimbledon title
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STONES
Plumbing and
Property Repairs

01306 888760
07767 265996
stoneservices123@aol.com
Building Plans

For Home Improvements & Extensions
Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service
“Established over 30 years”

MICHAEL LLOYD
CEng MICE MIHT

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation
Email: michael@lloydplanning.london
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REFLECTIONS FROM STUART RYLAND (cont.)
Top 5 Sitcoms: Blackadder, Vicar of
Dibley, Gavin and Stacey, Only Fools
and Horses, Fawlty Towers.

up in a loving Christian family and
attended the many children’s and
youth groups at Emmanuel Church in
South Croydon from Crèche through
to Youth Club, which I also went
on to help lead in 1993-4. This gave
me many lifelong friends and great
experiences when I was growing up,
weekends away at Halls Green near
Sevenoaks (including the low ropes
course in the mud) being a particular
highlight.

All of the above have given me great
pleasure down the years and make
me wonder what I will add to the list
over the (hopefully) next 50. Then of
course there is the Bucket List of things
to do before I
meet my maker:
Abseil down The
Spinnaker Tower
in Portsmouth or
the
Broadgate
Tower
in
London,
watch
a Test Match in
Jamaica, travel
to Paris on the
Eurostar, write a book about youth
work, and see England win the
football World Cup.
Or Palace win the
FA Cup (would
settle for either). At
time of writing the
latter is a possibility.
By the time you
are reading this of
course,
Watford
may have spoilt
things.
Life has had its fair share of ups and
downs as is the case for all and with
life being uncertain, we really have
no idea what is round the corner. I
was fortunate enough to be brought

Mainly though, what I am most
grateful for was that Emmanuel gave
me an excellent grounding in the
Christian faith, which has enabled
me to walk through those highs
and lows knowing that I am loved,
valued and held by a loving God.
Without my faith I have no idea how
I would have dealt with the tougher
times. Illness of self or a loved one,
bereavement and work stress being
the major low points in the journey.
But these situations have enabled me
to develop resilience and a stronger
faith which can testify to a God who
is real and who is a rock in times of
trouble. We just have to reach out
to Him and place everything in His
Hands.
Neil has taken my favourite musical
decade as his subject for his latest
poem on the following page. Thanks
Neil.
Stuart Ryland
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LOVE THE 70s - A POEM
Mick and Bianca, Glastonbury, T Rex,
Rocket man, giant boots, multi coloured specs,
Bay City Rollers, Tartan Army,
Glam rock and punk, fans going barmy,
Thank you for the music, Abbatastic,
Blondie, Heart of Glass, Pans People, fantastic,
Spiders from Mars, Aladdin Sane,
Bowie, The Eagles, Life in the Fast Lane,
Saturday Night Fever, Disco and Star Wars,
Bee Gees, Grease and packed dance floors,
Flying Pigs, power stations and Queen,
Sid and Johnny Rotten, snarling and mean,
Deep Purple, Black Sabbath, Ozzy biting a bat,
Kraftwerk, Steeleye Span, All Around my Hat,
Led Zeppelin, The Boss, groupies rolled in jelly,
Come on Feel the Noise, Hotel rooms, throwing out the telly.
Neil Rowe

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Those of you who recall the old style parish magazine will remember there used
to be a section for things people wanted to sell or giveaway in the village. Well
I think it’s time we resurrected this but expanded the scope too. So anybody
with things to sell or giveaway / looking for local expertise or home helps etc
can post free to the village noticeboard. The only condition is that you must be
Westcott based, and there is a 25 word limit. I will not accept anything that looks
like a business advert, and the editor’s decision on inclusion is final.
Please send any items for the noticeboard to editor@westcottmag.com by the
8th of the month before you want it to be included.
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U3A
A beautiful sunny day boded well for
our trip to Canterbury. We met our
guides at Christ Church Gate where
we divided into small groups of seven
for the tour of the cathedral. The first
point of interest was in the magnificent
medieval glass of the Great West
Window with Adam delving after his
banishment. The glass was all stored
in the crypt during the war and was
magnificently preserved.

and Safety were not so rigorous in the
twelfth century, but it was finished by
his young assistant who was known as
William the Englishman.
Thomas Becket’s tomb was destroyed
on the orders of King Henry VIII in 1538
as ‘he had been a traitor to his king
and defied his honour’. The site of the
tomb is marked by a candle in the
Trinity Chapel.
After lunch we reassembled in the
Stonenmasons’ Workshop where we
were shown around by the highly
skilled and enthusiastic craftsmen,
then with high viz jackets and hard
hats we ascended the outside of the
building in a scary wire cage up to the
height of the fan vaulting of the main
nave. What a view over the Quire and
the beautiful eastern windows.

Next the Great Cloister with a
beautiful fan vaulted ceiling around
the peaceful and quiet green space,
followed by the Chapter House with a
magnificent ceiling of Irish Bog Oak.
Down into St Gabriel’s Chapel in the
Crypt containing the oldest Christian
murals in the country. The Chapel
was walled in to provide support
for the tower above, but the wall
was demolished in 1950 to reveal
these beautiful 12thC paintings in a
remarkable state of preservation.

To sum up the day, we ended up
with an idea of what is being done
to restore this beautiful building with
such enthusiasm. We all had a most
interesting and enjoyable day, thanks
to the U3A’s Days Out Committee.

Then to the magnificent Gothic Quire.
Its French architect, William of Sens,
fell from scaffolding when inspecting
the blue central roof boss. Health

Text Sue Olive
Photos Robert Edmondson
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For further information

email: myjob@careprint.uk

tel: 01483 205762

Digital print in the heart of the Surrey Hills

website: www.careprint.uk

established 1989

Wide Format Print

vinyl banners, roller banners, photo prints, posters, canvas prints, foam board mounts

Business, Personal and Occasional Stationery

letterheads, compliments slips, business cards, christenings, weddings, funerals

Marketing Materials

advertising leaflets, flyers, brochures, programmes, postcards, point of sale displays

Personalised Photo Products

ring binders, cups, calendars, chopping boards, mousemats, clothing, tableware, jigsaws, clocks

ONLINE DESIGN l UPLOAD DOCUMENTS l IN-HOUSE DESIGN
and much more . . .
Unit 4, Home Farm, Shere Road, Albury, Surrey GU5 9BL
On the A25 next to the Albury junction
Ample Free Parking
Open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday excl bank holidays
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DORKING MUSEUM
Gallery Talk and book signing,
April 4th:
After last year’s talks on the fight for the
vote for women, local historian and
author Kathy Atherton takes the story
on. Her Gallery Talk will be “A place of
planning and plotting – What Dorking’s
suffragettes did next”. By 1919 Emmeline
Pethick-Lawrence was marching on
Parliament once again, accompanied
by a guard of ex-servicemen. Her
husband was fighting Winston Churchill
for a seat in Parliament, assisted by the
model for Kind Hearts and Coronets’
Agatha D’Ascoyne. This talk will examine
their campaigning lives – from atrocities
in Ireland, to Gandhi in Peaslake and
the Emperor Haile Selassie in the Isle of
Wight.

Lawrence Story”, which sheds new
light on the campaign for votes for
women and the part played by the
Pethick-Lawrences, “an extraordinary
couple with an
extraordinary
political
and
personal story”.
Talk and booksigning
at
the
Museum
on April 4th,
7pm,
doors
open 6.30pm.
Admission, £5,
booked on the website or entry on the
door, includes a glass of Prosecco.
Easter Bunnies Rock!
Family Activity, April 11th-13th and 18th20th:
We have a fantastic display of minerals
at the Museum right now. Come and
wonder at their beauty and find out
how they have helped scientists to
better understand our world. Hunt for
hidden bunnies to find out more about
the minerals AND challenge your family
to find the tasty final item in our Easter
Hunt with a twist.

Fred Pethick-Lawrence with Gandhi

Kathy will also be signing copies of
her new book, “Suffragette Planners
and Plotters: The Pankhurst/Pethick-
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Guided Walks and Tours:
Our walks team offers a variety of
guided walks taking in the different
aspects of the town’s history and
heritage - see website for details. All
walks are open for group bookings by
appointment, and there are regular
Open Days for individual bookings. In

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

Call now on 01737 845980

Brockham based. No call out charges.
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

ChalkHill Systems

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you

Premier
Gardens
Garden Maintenance

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd 1

18/12/2013 18:26:00

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year
• Complete lawn care & mowing
• Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
• Moss control & complete weed
treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

• Fruit trees pruned
• Hedge trimming
• Leaf clearing
• Hard stand jet washing
• Turfing & seeding
• Plants supplied and planting
Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Office: 01306 898 917
Mobile: 07887 511 515
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DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
April, these include a Hidden Dorking
Historic walk, Sunday 7th April, 11am
from the Museum, or book early for our
Family walk on Saturday May 4th, 3pm
or Deepdene Trail walk on Sunday May
5th, 2pm.

and record those stories, objects, and
memories from the First World War that
survive – not in museum collections or
history books – but in the hearts and
homes of the very people and families
affected. Start looking out your diaries,
letters, photographs, memoirs, objects
or stories about your family’s experience
in the war to bring to the Museum on
Surrey Day, Saturday 4th May, 12pm4pm to be recorded and added to the
freely-available, online archive.

The normal monthly Open Day for tours
of the famous South Street Caves has
been moved to May 4th, designated
“Surrey Day” – but book early as these
sell out quickly. Tours start 10am, 11am,
1pm, 2pm. See website for details and
advance booking of walks and cave
tours, and for other dates.

Subject experts from the Western
Front Association will be on hand to
help identify objects and shed light
on family stories. If you have a large
collection, please mail us at admin@
dorkingmuseum.org.uk and we can
arrange to see you on a day of your
choice.

Lest We Forget:
First World War Digital Memories Project,
May 4th:
Do you have any items related to the
First World War? Would you like to share
and preserve these objects and stories
for future generations?

Our current exhibition,
‘Lord Ashcombe’s Minerals – the
gentlemen collectors and the advance
of science’, showcases the history of
and examples from Lord Ashcombe’s
stunning mineral collection, amassed
in the 19th century by George Cubitt,
the first Lord Ashcombe, and displayed
at his Denbies home. The collection
has not been on regular display, so the
exhibition provides a rare opportunity to
view selected examples of the quartz
crystals he collected from around the UK
and overseas. The exhibition tells how
Lord Ashcombe’s collection and those
of other gentlemen collectors played
an important role in an age of amateur

Lest We Forget is a nationwide initiative,
led by the University of Oxford and
the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, which aims to recognise
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TOPSOIL & TURF
PROBABLY THE BEST

IN THE SOUTH EAST
Renowned for our Premium Grade Certificated Topsoils and
High Quality Turf, we supply retail customers, landscapers as
well as trade and wholesale users.

We also sell: •LAWN REPAIR MIXES •TOP DRESSING •QUALITY GRASS SEED
•SOIL CONDITIONER •COMPOST •MULCHES •SELECTED AGGREGATES
•PEA SHINGLES •SOFT AND HARDWOOD SLEEPERS •HARDWOOD LOGS
•COAL AND KINDLING •ROCK SALT and much more...!

Tel: 01306 877540 see more & buy online at

www.buryhilllandscapesupplies.co.uk

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
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FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
who based his private racing team in
Dorking, did several laps of the town
centre. The parade included some of
the Formula One cars that brought the
team nine Grand Prix victories in the
1950s and 1960s, as well as other classic
cars associated with the great man.

science, in the development of the
study of geology and palaeontology
and the scientific understanding of the
earth’s history.
Souvenir of a memorable occasion:
Dorking turned out in force – and
attracted many visitors from far and
wide – for last October’s Rob Walker
Centenary Festival. A parade of historic
racing cars associated with Rob Walker,

The Cockerel Press has published a
superb souvenir of the occasion, a 32page booklet by Tom Loftus containing
full colour professional photos of the
participating vehicles on the streets of
Dorking. The book is available from the
Museum and online.
The Museum is at 62 West Street,
Dorking RH4 1BS.
Open Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. Visit www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Enquiries to
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
or
phone 01306 876591.

St John’s Chapel Café
Every Monday morning
9.15-11.45
A warm, friendly welcome, superb cheese scones and homemade
cakes with a selection of teas and coffees. All welcome and right on
the doorstep! ☺
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For All Your Fencing
And Landscaping Needs
Fully Qualified, Experienced and
Insured Since 1986.

Call David Seall on
07887 766 161

Saturday April 27th at 7.30 p.m.
St James’ Church - Abinger Common

DIDO & AENEAS

Mad Horse Copse Farm
Lognore Lane
Westcott
Nr Dorking
Surrey
3GB
62
wide RH4
x 92 high

Henry Purcell
Baroque Orchestra – Soloists - The Abinger D&G Choir
Conducted by Martin

Hall

Tickets £12 – Available from JAX Tel: 01306 730279 E-Mail: jc@scorpio8.demon.co.uk

ABINGER COMMON
All Proceeds go to Local Charities

NURSERY SCHOOL

36

embracing the nature around us
ABINGER CO MMO N
At Abinger Common Nursery School we provide
outstanding nursery care and education for children aged
2-4 years old, for families in Abinger Common and the
surrounding villages.
Children at our Nursery School enjoy a vast range of learning
opportunities; we have a love of the outdoors so the children
enjoy regular visits to our Woodland Classroom and are out in
the local area no matter the weather.

Now accepting registrations for 2 year olds and older.
Please contact us to arrange a visit or for more information.
Louise (Nursery Manager)
07842 9728823 or acnlouise@gmail.com

LOOK! We’re outstanding!“Children are happy, confident and have fun.”

NURSERY SCHOOL

www.abingercommonnursery.co.uk

In t e rior & E xt e rior
De c orat ing
I h ave m a ny yea r s of exper ience,
an d p ride mys elf on f a ir pr icing,
qu a lity wor kma nsh ip, a nd a
conscientious a ttitude.
I u se eco-f r iendly wa ter -b a sed
p aints wh er ev er poss ib le.
Get in touch
fo r a f r ee estim a te or a dv ice:

07752 1 62955

TERM TIME SESSIONS:
Morning sessions: 8.45-11.45 Monday to Friday
Afternoon sessions: 11.45-2.45 Monday to Thursday

ACN flyer 2019.indd 1

KEVIN ALDRIDGE

ke vina ldr idge68 @b tinter net. com
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Please note, green box is 62x92

MUSIC IN DORKING
2nd at 6.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
2nd 9th 16th 23rd at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-24,
07415 815784
4th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
6th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
6th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £15, 01306 882728
7th at 5.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
8th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
11th 12th 13th at 7.30, Leith Hill Musical Festival at Dorking Halls, £12-24, 01403 240093
30th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
The big event in the Dorking music calendar for April is the annual Leith Hill
Musical Festival, a great feast of choral music that extends over three days.
Choirs take part in competitions in the morning and then join together in the
evening to give a concert under the baton of the festival conductor Jonathan
Willcocks. Anyone is welcome to drop in during the morning competitions
and hear some beautiful singing. The main works in the evening concerts are
Hummel’s Mass in B flat and the Requiem by William Godfree (11th), Travelling
Tales by Alan Bullard and Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana (12th), and Bach’s
Magnificat and Haydn’s Creation (13th). There is an excellent mixture of music,
both familiar and new, and all the concerts will be well worth hearing. Anyone
who has never experienced the sheer excitement of hearing Carmina Burana
performed live should certainly come to that one!
Continuing with the choral theme, Brockham choral society will sing Dvorak’s
Stabat mater. This beautiful piece was written by Dvorak after the death of
three of his children. If offers an inspiring, though at times painful, expression of
the composer’s faith and hope. The choir, directed by Patrick Barrett, will be
joined by four soloists and the British Sinfonietta orchestra.
There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls this month. From the Royal
Opera House you can see Verdi’s highly dramatic Force of Destiny (2nd and
8th) and Gounod’s Faust (30th). Wagner’s Valkyrie is broadcast from the New
York Metropolitan Opera on 4th. And ballet lovers can see The Golden Age
from the Bolshoi in Moscow on 7th.
Opera lovers should also note that the wonderful Grange Park Opera is
performing at the delightful country-house setting of West Horsley Place in June
and July. You can hear Hansel and Gretel, Porgy and Bess, and Don Carlo in
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JENNIFER MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS LLP
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters
NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

Tel: 01483 562722
The Old Post Ofﬁce, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

We advise on law but do much, much more!

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

Dorking Pest Control
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Services

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Felling • Tree Surgery
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutting
• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected
• Fully Insured Free Estimates

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
• Contract Work
• Preventative Control Programmes

Tel: 01403 824048
Mobile: 07714 689 824

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey
Office:
Ivor:
Chris:

01306 743001
07710 117491
07971 519415

CHEAP HARDWOOD

LOGS FOR SALE

www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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MUSIC IN DORKING (cont.)
the magnificent new Theatre in the Woods, and also indulge in a champagne
picnic during the long interval! Full details are on the website.
This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s
church will be given by Lance Mok, a pianist
from the Royal College of Music. Watermill Jazz
has these performers in April: Henry Lowther’s Still
Waters quintet (2nd), Zoe Rahman trio (9th), Nat
Steele quintet (16th) and Pete Long’s Jazz Planets
(23rd). Please note there is no concert on 30th as
the venue is unavailable.

Ian Codd

Pot and Paint - Surrey Artists Open Studios
Terry O’Brien and Jacky Cowdrey will be participating in Surrey Artists Open
Studios in June. On show will be a range of of thrown and hand-built pots with
light effects and organic themes, including his signature ‘tree pots’ by Terry
O’Brien; Jacky Cowdrey will be exhibiting paintings and drawings on a wide
range of subjects, including dancers and landscapes in a variety of media
(www.jackycowdreyart.co.uk.). All items will be for sale.
The Open Studios, at Corner Cottage, Abinger Lane,
Abinger Common, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6JH will be open:
Each Saturday & Sunday day from June 1st to June
16th 11.00am-5.00pm, plus Thursday June 6th & 13th
11.00am-5.00pm and evening
6.00pm-8.30pm.
Teas, coffees and cakes will be
served, proceeds in aid of The
Royal Marsden Hospital.
For further details see Pot and Paint in the Surrey
Artists Open Studios brochure or look up at
https://surreyopenstudios.org.uk/
Contact: jackycowdrey@hotmail.com for details
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01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley
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Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the

DORKING BOWLING CLUB
The gentle way to keeping fit and happy

benefits go on: confidence building
(improving your game); a sense of
purpose (turning up regularly for
matches); allaying anxiety levels
(being amongst others who help you)
and so on.

I don’t know about you but the January
avalanche of urgent advice from the
media to get extra fit, lose even more
weight, buy that new book on 101
Delicious Kale Recipes, can make
you feel quite ill. The cold weather of
the new year is bad enough without
the stern puritanism that shouts out at
you from almost every magazine or
newspaper.

If you feel like getting in touch with your
inner sportsperson in an unscary way or
feel that now is the time to hang up the
bicycle clips or jogging shoes (you can
see how my terminology is woefully
out of date), and slide effortlessly into
the World of Lawn Bowls, then Dorking
Bowling Club would be delighted to
see you at its Open Day:

I’m no spring chicken and my jogging
and extreme cycling days are long
gone (clapped out knees) but I like to
feel that I’m still a fairly active person.
I’m certainly not ready for Scrabble
afternoons or ticking off the birds on
the garden feeder on the next RSPB Big
Bird Watch. I do love playing Scrabble
and bird watching, but not all the time
– I need to get up and get going.

When: Saturday 27th April from
10.30am
Where: Drill Hall Road, Dorking RH4 1GL
What: bring flat shoes; free parking;
taster game with coaches
Why: because it’s good fun
See you there,
Philip Dawson

And so that brings me to lawn bowls.
The perfect compromise and one that
ought to be near the top
of GPs’ lists for “social
prescribing”.
Although
the game has been
around for centuries, the
NHS has now cottoned
on to its benefits: gentle
exercise, fun, company,
brainwork,
laughter,
cunning, rediscovering
your
get-up-andgo, fresh air, sunshine
(hopefully). And those

63

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable
cleaners who can solve all your
household chores.
Working in Westcott for 12 years.
Local references available.

Phone 07590 276238

01306 711293

edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926,
Capel-based
and family owned
• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves
• Contact us
for your FREE
estimate...
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“Teresa has been my hair stylist for over ten
years and I couldn’t have imagined anyone
else doing my hair for the most important
day of my life! Not only did she do an
amazing job on me and my bridesmaids’
hair, she made us feel at ease and it was a
pleasure to have her there while we were
getting ready in the morning. My hair
looked amazing and I got so many
compliments throughout the day, and the
style stayed intact right through the day. I
couldn’t rate Teresa highly enough and
I would recommend her to anyone
looking for a stylist for their wedding
day or any other big occasion.”

teresawellerhair@gmail.com
www.teresaweller.com
01306 880885
@teresawellerhairart
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SURREY HILLS YURTS
Surrey Hills Yurts is an eco-friendly luxury holiday site in the Surrey Hills which
provides a relaxing night’s sleep in yurts with all the home comforts you need
for a peaceful stay. They offer a glamping experience with convenient facilities
such as hot-water showers, environmentally-friendly compost toilets and an
outdoor kitchen under the parachutes.
Surrey Hills Yurts welcomes cyclists, walkers, corporate
events, hen parties, couples, friends and families
looking for sustainable accommodation in this Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Surrey Hills Yurts is set on a
15 acre working farm where they breed Sussex Cows,
Gloucester Old Spot pigs and chickens. Free Range
meat is also available to purchase from the farm.
Corporate Days at Surrey Hills Yurts
Surrey Hills Yurts offers corporate events with difference,
perfect for team building days and easily accessible.
Unlike any corporate event venue you might find in
London, Surrey Hills Yurts is off-grid and the perfect place
for the team to relax and bond. They provide a bespoke
experience, whether it’s foraging & wild cocktails, willow
weaving, mountain biking, outdoor cooking experiences,
heavy horse & cart rides, fire walking, archery & axe
throwing, art and yoga classes, local cheese & wine
tasting, Surrey Hills Yurts crafts the experience around you.
Rural Crafts
Surrey Hills Yurts runs various workshops throughout the year including hedgerow
foraging, wild cocktails, mushroom foraging, archery and axe throwing, outdoor
cooking on fire experiences including Indian food, Supper Clubs, local cheese
and local wine tasting. They also cater for private parties.

St John’s Hall
The St John’s Hall team invites all to an ‘open summer’ to help us continue
to celebrate Surrey Hills’ 60 yrs as an AONB. We would love to hear of any
community groups, initiatived or individuals who would value using the space on
a complimentary basis during the summer holiday period. Booking still required.
Please contact Tony Astor or Judith Packer for more info or share your ideas
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LOCAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING COMPANY

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames
Paper Hanging

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
TRADITIONAL
• BEDS CARPENTRY & JOINERY

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

J.A. JOINERY

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

• TRADITIONAL
LEDGED
DOORS
FRIENDLY,
RELIABLE AND
TRUSTWORTHY
• WINDOWS
FOR
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
• TIMBER
FRAMING
CALL
JAMES ON
• WARDROBES
HOME: 01306 621193
• BESPOKE
GATES
MOB: 07989
585707
• CABINETS
EMAIL
: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
• KITCHENS
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk
• BEDS

07876 130 016

jhnsmthrs@aol.com
jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON

MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS
Spring Walks Festival 24th to 28th April
It is time to ‘Get Inspired’ about walking, there will be a warm welcome from
Mole Valley Ramblers who are organising five days of especially led walks for
anyone who wants to have fun, meet new people, exercise for healthy living
and enjoy the lovely Surrey countryside. This is a great opportunity to do what
you have always wanted to do, but never got around to doing, just turn up and
take part.
Whether you’re a regular walker or an outdoor enthusiast, there will be the
opportunity to select from 16 walks to suit your taste: ranging between 3 to12
miles, including shorter walks in conjunction with Mole Valley District Council –
Walking for Health. For those with youngsters who would like to try walking with
a group for the first time – there will be a family style walk day with a selection of
walks for all ages, led by experienced Mole Valley walk leaders.
All-day walks will include Pub and/or Picnic lunch breaks, and hopefully most
walks finishing near places serving beverages, cream teas, etc. to enable
individuals to socialise and pass on their views of the walk. For those that would
like an adventure, there will be a late evening walk in the ‘Nightlight’ with views
of the Lower Weald and South Downs.
It’s well known that walking is great for your health and well-being and it’s the
best way to view the
countryside and make
new friends. That’s why
Mole Valley Ramblers
are
launching
a
walking festival to help
everyone
discover
more of what their
local rambling group
has to offer.
The Walks Festival aims
to get more people
walking and helping
to
build
happier,
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Original Event Catering

Christmas Parties
Weddings
Anniversaries
Birthday Dinners
Charity Balls
Christenings
Product Launches
Takeaways
Canapes
Lunch Partys
Finger Buffets
Building Openings
Working Lunches
Memorials

info@jrcevents.com
www.jrcevents.com
01306 742159
unit 2 chapel lane works
chapel lane westcott
surrey RH4 3PJ

JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED
DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals),
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖ Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖ Denbies Wine Estate
❖ 8-year residency at Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖ Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and
many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very
reasonable…..why wait?
Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com

Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS
healthier communities across the County. This is a great opportunity to introduce
new people to the joys and benefits of walking, encourage new members to
join the Ramblers and raise awareness of its current campaigns.
Go to the Mole Valley Ramblers website to find out more about each walk,
with the contact details of the leader, who you can telephone, if you have any
questions. Each walk description will give the start and finish location, type of
walk, length and level of difficulty, plus any other specific information.
For full details of the walks go to http://www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk/festival

Christian Aid Week: ‘All mums should live’
Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become
a mum. Every day 10 women die from giving birth. In Sawula district, the
community struggle with a clinic which has no electricity and only two delivery
beds.
Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not joy that fills her heart,
but fear. When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in to labour, there were so few
ambulances that Fatmata had no choice but to walk for three hours under the
baking sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey was long and with every step
Fatmata struggled to keep walking.
Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She died on the side of
the road. She never gave birth.’
This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth
safe for mums and babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we
can help give the world’s poorest mums a chance to live.

Stand with mums

This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, Holy Trinity is organising
a house to house collection for Christian Aid in Westcott.
Would you consider being a volunteer collector for Christian
Aid this year? Will you help by making a donation in the red envelope that will
be delivered to your home during Christian Aid week in May?
Contact Helen Chappell
h_j_chappell@yahoo.co.uk
01306 881841
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Have you been

dismissed unfairly?
subjected to discrimination, harassment or bullying?
threatened with redundancy?

Do you have

concerns about disciplinary procedures?
problems returning from maternity leave?
problems with pay or your contract of employment?
We are locally based and can provide help, advice and representation with all of the above issues
plus any other concerns surrounding your current or past employment.
We offer fixed cost fees agreed in advance on a pay as you go basis.
We also offer an initial FREE 30 minutes consultation.
For further details please contact us:

Surrey Hills Paralegal

Phone: 01306 877 259
Mobile: 0747 472 7317
Email: enquiries@surreyhillsparalegal.co.uk
www.surreyhillsparalegal.co.uk

MEET YOUR PEST CONTROL EXPERTS

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE survey for any

PETER HIGGS
Live Honeybee
Removal &
Pest Expert

OLIVER ALLEN
Woodworm,
Damp &
Pest Expert

of the below
• Fast response guaranteed
- call & quote code PGHWV1
• Experts in all species
• Dirty loft insulation clearance
• Stops pests returning
• Bird proofing
• Rodent proofing
• Wasp nests

Proud members of

Where reputation matters

www.pghpestcontrol.co.uk
sales@pghpestcontrol.co.uk

10 Smithbrook Kilns Business Park, Cranleigh, GU6 8JJ

PGH Ad A6 verion 4.indd 1
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM
All change on the Downs
We have now stopped winter work
to allow birds to get on with nesting;
they certainly have been getting
busy, setting up territories and pairing
up.
The main focus for April is getting the
hillside ready for cattle coming onto
site in May. My volunteers and I will
be busy checking the miles and miles
of fencing we have and making sure
all the gates work properly.

We will have a lot of work to do as
there will be a number of fallen trees
from storms and gates to repair as a
result of illegal off-roaders. It’s a hard
task, in places it’s so steep it’s difficult
to even walk up let alone carry a
chainsaw and fencing equipment –
my volunteers are tough!
Once cattle are on we will be busy
with presentation work, with new
notice boards to install, potholes to

repair and steps to check and mend
– a Ranger’s role is varied!
April also sees the start of wildlife
surveys such as butterfly transects.
Each week, for 26 weeks starting in
April, volunteers and staff walk a set
route counting what butterflies they
see. It is a really important task as
the data gathered enables us to see
what effect our management has
on the hill. Butterflies are an indicator
species – if they are doing well, then
it means other insects and plants are
doing well too.

Butterflies
Butterflies emerging are mainly the
ones that over-winter as adults,
typically Brimstone, Peacock, Small
Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral.
The Red Admiral was in the past
a migratory butterfly not surviving
the winter but a recent increase
in numbers indicates that they are
now over-wintering in the south of
England.
One tough little butterfly that
emerges early is the Grizzled Skipper,
though small and moth like it is
indeed an attractive little butterfly.
Unlike the butterflies that over-winter
as adults, this butterfly over-winters
as a chrysalis. It’s best seen on a
hot spring day, when males basking
in the sun wait for rival males to
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
enter their domain. The aerial dog
fights that follow are remarkable
for their ferocity! The males circle
and dive and soar, each trying
to outmanoeuvre the other and
few butterflies can match these
spectacular aeronautics.

Obviously, they’re not really dancing;
it’s more a duel, a way of establishing
who’s superior without being injured.
The snakes never attempt to bite
each other.
The two snakes raise half their bodies
off the ground in an attempt to push
their rival down. This may be done
belly to belly or back to back or they
may become entwined together.
The pair topple to the ground and
then rise again several times. They
continue wrestling coiled around
each other and moving from side to
side. Should you be lucky enough to
witness this graceful spectacle, it is
an event you will never forget. I’ve
only ever seen it once in the 10 years
I’ve been at Landbarn but it was
indeed unforgettable.

Grizzled Skipper

Dancing Adders
In April, the male adder actively
seeks out a potential mate. This
mate searching activity can be
frantic, with male adders patrolling
at speed, searching for pheromone
trails. When they find a female the
male flicks his tongue along her back
and sides, both snakes vibrate their
tails and the male moves along her
back and follows her movements.
After mating the male will sometimes
remain coiled around the female.

The winner of the fight is almost
always the larger and stronger snake.
Sometimes the winning male will stay
with the female for several days and
mate with her several times.

Dogs and Adders
Dogs are occasionally bitten by
adders; although the bites are
painful they are very rarely fatal.
Adders are quite timid in nature and
will not usually bite unless they feel
threatened or cornered. They prefer
to move on if given the chance to

Males are very territorial and if
another male tries to move in there
may be a ‘dance of the adders’.
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
do so. Due to their inquisitive nature,
dogs can sometimes disturb adders
whilst exploring undergrowth making
them susceptible to being bitten.

inflammation around the muzzle,
where bites usually occur. Vets in
our area where adders occur, are
generally experienced in treating
pets that have received bites.

Events
The National Trust Surrey Hills group
of properties run lots of different
events throughout the year. Please
have a look at our website for more
information. There are also some
downloadable walks.
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
days-out/surrey-hills

Adders

Our advice is to keep to paths, have
your dog under close control, avoid
scrub edges and long grass between
March and October.

You can also follow us on Facebook
where I like to post about what
wildlife I’ve seen and what my
volunteers have been doing. Search
for National Trust – Surrey Hills.

If your pet is bitten by an adder (or
you suspect that it may have been),
you should keep your dog calm and
seek prompt veterinary attention.
Most adder bites result in pain and

Amanda,
National Trust Area Ranger
amanda.barnicoat@nationaltrust.org.uk
Office: 01306 887485

Ornithology
I have placed an article which I hope will be of interest in St Johns church;
further articles will follow if this one is of interest. It was sent to me by a nephew who is a world authority on onornithology and travels all over the world
in the pursuit of his hobby.
Patrick Mathews
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RIVERBANK SURGERY - Dr. Tom F. Guilder
Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577
OPENING
TIMES:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Morning
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30

Evening
1:30 - 6:30
1:30 - 6:30
Closed
1:30 - 6:30
1:30 - 6:30

The surgery phones are diverted from 12.30-2.30. There is a mobile number
which can be used if there is a medical emergency that cannot wait during
the 2 hours . 07966 749372.
In the event of any future power failures, should you need to contact the
surgery in an emergency during normal surgery hours, then please call this
mobile number 07966 749372.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage
158 - 160 South Street
Dorking
Surrey
RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050
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