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If you have any articles, photos,
letters, etc that you think we may
like to feature in the next issue,
please email the Editor on:
editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will
always be subject to space and at
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy Deadline for
December 2019 issue:

8th November 2019
This magazine, published by the
Church in Westcott, is printed on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
accredited paper from a sustainable
source. The views expressed are
those of the individual writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Church, Editor or Westcott
residents.

Cover ‘The Pound Restored’ photo by Edward Bennett
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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome
to responsible dog walking article last
November, it’s really month, adding in a request for dog
starting to feel more walkers to take heed of someone
wintry now, and I can asking them to put their dog on a
hear my pyjamas lead if it is coming towards them on
calling me from late a footpath or the cycle path. Given
afternoon when it’s that the dogs should be on a lead
cold and wet. But don’t give in - there anyway there, it is not helpful just to
are lots of things to be out doing this shout ‘oh he/she is fine, they won’t
month.
hurtbaby
you!’ which happens a lot.
Meals for the family of a new

Baby Meals

The Westcott Christmas Craft fair is As the dog owner you have no idea
ThesoWestcott
service,
started
15ofyears
ago person
on 23rd
get down“Baby
to theMeals”
Reading
of the
feelings
the other
Roomby
for Holy
all your
presents
and a piece
dogs and
youmeals
also cannot
Trinity
Church,
providestowards
two weeks
of hot
of cake. There is an art exhibition at possibly know exactly what your dog
for the families of new babies across the village.
Denbies (see p14) and as someone will do in any given situation. Please
We have
overthe30sea,
volunteer
within
the village
who grew
up by
I wouldcooks
listen
to the other
person and put your
recommend
the RNLI
coffee
dog on
lead to
avoid what
unneccesary
community
and
we’remorning
all delighted
toahelp
during
on 8th at Dorking Rugby Club.
problems.
can be a time of massive upheaval and adjustment.
Cath
It’s
a
gift
that
has
been
welcomed
by
many
families,
I have had several responses to the
editor@westcottmag.com

over many years.
If you’re living in Baby
Westcott
and expecting a baby or
Meals
about to adopt a new child into the family;
The amazing “Westcott Baby Meals” cooks have delivered
OR Emily
if you’d
likeChris
to join
our cooks
delighted
again!
and
wanted
to passrota
on we’d
their be
heartfelt
thanks
to thefrom
teamyou
for providing
the week following
to hear
- please meals
get inintouch!
Emily’s return from hospital. Baby Cecilia, pictured here with
Anna Kemkers 07710 425487 annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk
big sister Mabel was born on Tuesday 8th October weighing
in at a generous 9lb14oz! Congratulations to Emily and Chris.

If you’re living in Westcott and expecting a baby or know someone who is,
OR if you’d like to join our cooks’ rota we’d be delighted to hear from you
- please get in touch!
Anna Kemkers 07710 425487
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...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
When collapse comes, it can all
seem to happen so fast; “In one hour
such great wealth has been brought
to ruin.” 18.17
I do not know if these prophecies of
collapse and ruination are especially
THE BOOK OF REVELATION, relevant today. Are these the end
THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY times? There has been speculation
AND THE END TIMES
about the end of the world throughout
history, sometimes speculation based
“Wrath is poured out on the land and on a misuse of Revelation. However
ugly and painful sores break out on there is something different today
the people…every living thing in the about the threat of Climate Change
sea died…the rivers and springs of and general ecological ruination.
water became blood…the sun was Unlike previous prophesies of ‘the
given power to scorch people with end of the world’, the predictions
fire. They were seared by the intense of what Climate Change is likely to
heat.”
do are not based on speculation
These visions from the Book of but rather science that has existed
Revelation(Chapter
for at least 40 years.
16), sound eerily like
WHAT ARE WE TO DO? Science that tells us we
the worst predictions of
are heading towards
...IT IS CLEAR,
what may happen to
cataclysmic disaster.
our earth this century WE HAVE TO CHANGE. Furthermore, we have
if Climate Change is
a rapacious economic
not abated. Revelation sees these system that we all seem locked into,
outcomes as being the result of apparently unable to escape.
idolatry – refusing to put God first.
So, what are we to do? What are
Revelation goes on to picture the result we to do as we accelerate towards
of putting other gods first; if Mammon climate and ecological disaster?
- wealth, money - is the god of your Firstly, it is clear, we have to change.
culture, it will eventually collapse. We have to free ourselves from “the
John, the writer of Revelation sees maddening wine of the adulteries”
that all are intoxicated in such a of our economic system. We have to
society, unable to do the things
needed for stability: “all the nations
have drunk the maddening wine of
her adulteries. The kings of the earth
committed adultery with her, and
the merchants of the earth grew rich
from her excessive luxuries.” 18.3.
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...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
change individually, and we have to
work for change politically. We have,
in the words of our Archbishop Justin
Welby, to “Dethrone Mammon”. We
have to reconfigure our economic
system so that all enjoy the essential
benefits, without the excesses that
are simply unsustainable. Individually
we have to do what our Eco Group
tells us - fly less (Jenny and I have
decided not to fly at all) and, more
generally we have to consume
less and we have to be engaged
politically to bring the changes that
only governments can.
We will be enabled to do all these
things by focussing on the second
area of what we need to do – be a
people who know we cannot serve
God and Mammon, a people who
know that life can only be found in

Christ. We have to go deeper into
Christ who, as Revelation tells us, is
the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End, the Lamb
on whom all depends, the Lamb
worshipped by “a great multitude
that no-one could count”. We have
to live in His glory, as citizens of His
heaven, empowered by His Spirit,
confident that even in great trauma,
even in the “End Times”, God is ever
present and, in Christ, His Kingdom
will come.
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SERVICES AT THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
We run a regular programme of worship services and other activities for
young and old.
Everyone is welcome as we build friendships and share life together!
8.30 am: A traditional Communion service with hymns and organ,
unless stated.
10.15 am: A ‘parish’ service, reflecting the people of the Church in Westcott,
with organ and music group. Regular creche and children’s activities.
4.00 pm: A quiet traditional service, usually Evensong. Communion with
prayer for healing monthly.

THEME
3rd The Lord’s Prayer:
Nov Lead us not into

8:30AM

Book of
Celebrate
Common Prayer Breakfast Service
Communion
with Baptism
9:30am
breakfast;
10:15am all age
service; 11:30am
Communion

Evensong

10th Remembrance
Nov

Book of
Morning Worship
Common Prayer
Communion
No music

Evensong

tempatation

10:15AM

Book of
Parish
Common Prayer Communion
- Transforming Lives Communion
for Good

4:00PM

17th Children & Families
Nov church vision: TLG

Holy
Communion
with Prayer for
Healing

Parish
24th Children in Poverty: Book of
Common Prayer Communion
Nov The Work of the

Evensong

Children’s Society

Communion

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Back to 4pm, Nov-March
A lovely reflective way to end the weekend

MID WEEK SERVICES
Wednesdays

10am

Communion at St John’s

Thursdays

8:30am

Morning Prayer at St John’s
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WHAT’S ON AT THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Remembrance
Sunday

Sun 10th Remembrance Sunday

10th November 2019

Mon 11th 7-9pm Village Eco Café St
John’s
Tues 12th 7:45-9:30pm Bible Book Club
Tues 19th 7:45-9:30pm Encounter
Refreshments followed by
contemporary worship & prayer at St
John’s

Come and worship because...

We Will Remember Them

Mon 25th 7:30-10pm Safeguarding
Training for PCC, Children’s Leaders &
Helpers
Tues 26th 7:45-9:30pm Bible Book Club

Carol Service Choir
If you would like to join the Carol Service
Choir, please come to both rehearsals
at Holy Trinity.
15th December 4pm
22nd December 3:30pm
Contact Madeleine Brooks:
sm.brooks1@btinternet.com.

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Service of Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child
29th September

Sebastian Thumwood

Death:
2nd August

Anthony Geoffrey Smith (96)

18th August

Angela Jarvis (76)
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
Join us for sessions of a

Bible Book Club
Wednesday 13th November
& Wednesday 27th November
10.45 am – 12 noon St Johns Chapel
or
Tuesday 12th November & Tuesday 26th November
7.45 pm – 9 pm Home of Paul & Alda, Heron Vale House Balchins Lane
See the daily readings provided.
• All members of the “Book Club” aim to read the same passages of the
Bible each day.
Do not worry if you do not manage all three readings. You might want to
focus on the Gospel reading for that day.
• Each member of the Club is invited to bring a particular passage they
have read that speaks to them, is of particular interest or is confusing.
• Opportunities to share and pray.
• Relaxed, sociable.
Please contact Alan Jonas (see contacts page) to say if you would like to
come to the Tuesday evening or Wednesday day-time group.
Reading and understanding the Bible every day:
“Give a person a fish, and you’ll feed him/her for a day.
Teach a person to fish, and you’ve fed them for a lifetime.”

FLOODLIGHTING
The floodlighting for November has been sponsored by the Smetham family
in loving memory of Basil Smetham.
If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey at
sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk or on 01306 887413. (Suggested donation of
£75 to Westcott Church Funds.)
We are very thankful to all the sponsors of the lights - your gift is gratefully
received as a contribution to both the electricity bill and our general fund.
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES & EVENTS 2019

All are invited to Christmas at the Church in Westcott
CHRISTMAS EVE, 24TH DECEMBER

 Crib Service 

Holy Trinity Church 3pm
Join in the story of the first Nativity
(come dressed in character if you wish!)

Midnight Communion

SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER 9:30 -11:15AM

 Breakfast & Christingle Service 

Holy Trinity Church 11pm
A beautiful way to welcome Christmas Day

Holy Trinity Church
Breakfast together at 9:30am
Christingle Service at 10:15am
Begin the season of Advent with this beautiful and
joyful service, giving to the work of the Children’s
Society and receiving a Christingle to take home

CHRISTMAS DAY, 25TH DECEMBER

Book of Common Prayer Communion
Holy Trinity Church 8:30am

 All Age Christmas Service 

MONDAY 16TH DECEMBER 5:30PM;6:15PM

Holy Trinity Church 10:15am
Celebrate Jesus’ birth together!

Residential Home Carols

Westcott House 5:30pm
Bramley House 6:15pm
Share some Christmas cheer with older members
of our village community

Short Holy Communion

Holy Trinity Church c.11:15am
SUNDAY 29TH DECEMBER 9:30AM

SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER 5PM

Communion & Carols

Carol Service

Holy Trinity Church 9:30am

Holy Trinity Church 5pm
Join together in singing carols old and new as we
celebrate the events of the first Christmas

(only church service today)

(please note change to morning worship to one service at 9:30am)

HOPE
FOR ALL

FOREVER
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Great for families and children 

WESTCOTT VILLAGE
COFFEE MORNING

Come and join us at
The Reading Room on
Wednesday 6th November

10.30 – 12.00 midday

Bring and Buy Table Top Sale
and Raffle
10

WESTCOTT WOMEN’S GROUP

W W

As the guardians of the future for
generations to come, there cannot
be too much emphasis on the need
to save the environment, to help the
sustainability of the nature that is all
around us, and Simon Ferrar is one
of those people who has set such
a legacy in motion. The founder of
Clandon Wood, he came to tell us its
history, with some stories of different
burials and even weddings there;
one member said how much she had
enjoyed a service there, and another
said it was wonderful the occasion she
attended a burial there.

outstanding success.

31 acres of wildflower meadow, 2
lakes, wetland and young woodland,
plus a huge variety of butterflies, 363
different species of moths, many
other insects, birds, rodents and other
animals in abundance is not usually
associated with a burial ground; but
at Clandon Wood this is the case. 7
years ago it was an area of derelict
farmland, marsh and even some
fly tipping, now it wins awards for its

Further events planned are a musical
evening on December 4th with a
festive flair, and on January 25th,
oh my! It’s Burn’s Night! So brush the
moths off your kilts and pump up the
Bagpipes. Tickets will be in the region
of £25pp to include traditional haggis
(optional meal available) and a disco
with Scottish flavour. Please contact
me as below for booking.

Simon accepted a donation for the
Brigitte Trust, and hopes that visitors will
go along and enjoy this nature reserve
as a place of peace and quiet, where
children and dogs are welcome to
roam freely, attending a service is not
compulsory for a visit!
Our November 6th meeting will be
held as usual in St John’s Chapel, and
as always is likely to be warm and
with possibly a few sparks still hanging
around!

Do come along and join us. No need
to be a member, or even female! All
are welcome, our annual membership
is £15 or ad hoc visits are £4. Tea and
coffees are supplied or a glass or two
of wine, for which, this latter, we ask a
£1 donation.
For further details contact Jacki Moss,
01306 881481 or email johnjacki.moss@
btinternet.com
Jacki Moss

11

The Wes

WESTCOTT CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
This year the Westcott
Christmas
Craft
Fair is even more
of
a
community
event. From 10-3pm
on
Saturday
23rd
November
Westfest
are bringing together
local crafters and their
handmade offerings
along with traditional
Christmas stalls from village groups in the Reading
Room.

Surrey Hills School, Holy Trinity
and Westcott Cricket Club
will be providing the bottle
tombola, eco stall and jolly jam jars whilst local crafters
will be bringing tables laden with homemade jam,
hand painted stones, ceramics, Christmas decorations,
jewellery and flavoured oils.

Come and browse for your Christmas presents and
enjoy some Christmas music, not forgetting the tea and
cake.
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Tai Chi Age concern

Surrey Academy of Ballet
& Performing Arts

Pilates (U3A)
Polite Paws Dog Training

Martial Arts

Brownies
Coffee Morning
Dorking Aikido Club
Exercise for health (U3A)
Gong Bath

Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Monday

Art Class: Friday
Art Class: Monday
Art History Group
Bridge club

Thursday

13:00
13:00
12:30
22:30

Organiser

13:00 16:00 Sonia Hubbard

10:00
10:00
10:30
19:30

From To

Phone

01306 899104

Pat Williams
Chris Forsey
Brenda Culliford
01483 808924
Brian Lynch
01306 880792
Nicky Pearce
01483 283815
Friday
17:30 19:00 Nicola Brett
07500 737375
Wednesday 10:00 12:00 Jean Mickle
01306 881208
Wednesday 17:00 21:00 Nicola Endicott
01306 640389
Tuesday
10:00 13:00 Elizabeth Crook
Saturday
12:15 14:45 Beata Dzwigol
077316 73759
All Night Relaxing Gong Bath: next one 20/21 December 2019
Tuesday
20:00 21:00 Alan Richings
07711 954466
Saturday
16:00 18:00 Alan Richings
Sunday
08:00 12:00 Alan Richings
Thursday 10:00 11:00 Tina Westwood
0770 243 1224
Tuesday
12:00 16:00 Angela Doyle
07834 167376
Thursday 18:00 22:00 Angela Doyle
Saturday
08:00 12:00 Angela Doyle
Tuesday
16:00 20:00 Rosemary Walters

Day

Activity

Regular users of Westcott Reading Room

sonia@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk

rosemary.a.walters@gmail.com

Tomkins.tina@googlemail.com
angela@politepawsdogtraining.co.uk

alan.richings@gmail.com

patwilliamsartist@gmail.com
Christopher.Forsey@btinternet.com
bwhitaker@uwclub.net
blynch@ntlworld.com
nickpear149@gmail.com
westcott.brownies@outlook.com
FamilyMickle@googlemail.com
NicolaEndicott@yahoo.com
G.Crook09@btinternet.com
info@ifeelgoodtherapy.com

Email

READING ROOM

The Reading Room has a wide range of activities throughout the week so we
thought that it would be helpful to publish a full list of What’s On in November.
More information from the Reading Room website www.westcottreadingroom.
org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636.
Alan Reif, Chairman

The North Weald Art Group Annual Exhibition
12th - 24th November
10-5pm (4pm finish on the last day)
Denbies Wine Estate Art Gallery,
London Rd, Dorking, RH5 6AA.

The North Weald Art Group whose aims
are to foster the work of local artists, is
holding its annual exhibition of around
120 framed paintings, prints and mixed
media at the Denbies Art Gallery.
Most works in the exhibition are for sale
as well as a large selection of unframed
works and cards. The locally based society
includes both amateur and professional
artists.
John Yardley the renowned
watercolour artist and the
group’s president is one of
the exhibitors.
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP
There was no meeting in October to report and the next meeting will be on Tuesday
12th November with a Talk by Robin Daly entitled ‘ Broadmoor & Lonesome Valley’
in the Reading Room at the usual time of 8 pm.
During the past month some of the committee met with Jane le Cluse, Archivist
of Dorking Museum, to discuss archiving of our WLHG material. She kindly offered
to take the WLHG collection of School Log Books and deposit them at the Surrey
History Centre in Woking, where they should be. There were 14 books dating from
23/1/1874 to 31/7/2001 for Abinger Common School and for Westcott which had
two schools – Infant and Junior – dating from 2/10/1882 to 24/3/1988 and from
11/7/1863 to 4/4/1941 respectively, relating the activities of the school during those
periods.
The Dorking Museum hoped to have an increased capacity in the near future and
would be happy to take over any material that did not duplicate their own. We
are busy cataloguing in detail the maps held in the Reading Room with a view
to storing them in Dorking Museum eventually as the plans for a new Community
centre may not cater for the WLHG storage in the future.
Roger Christian

Dance Fit
Stretch and Relax to classical music
Monday’s 2-3pm in the chapel at St. John’s
Lengthen and Strengthen for Function Fitness and learn breathing
and meditation techniques to cope with stress.
Pay as you go £5 , all proceeds to church funds.
Just turn up and give it a try.

Please contact Cath Glover
07712595458 or cathglover2@gmail.com
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WESTCOTT BRIDGE CLUB AT 25
Did you know
that we have
a
friendly
duplicate
bridge club
in Westcott?
Perhaps you are wondering if playing
at a club is for you. Why not come
along? We meet every Monday
evening in the Reading Room. If you
don’t have a partner let us know and
we’ll try to find you one.

new members to come along for
three sessions before committing to
membership.
Naturally, we play duplicate bridge
each evening although at Christmas
we let our hair down and play a
rotating Chicago, which given the
free-flowing alcohol and canapes
is probably sensible! During the
Christmas session we organise a raffle
and give the proceeds to a local
charity.

This season, the club is celebrating 25
years since its formation back in 1995.
It began with a group of friends led by
Nora Hillson playing once a fortnight
in an annexe of Garden Cottage in
Stones Lane, Westcott.

We end the season in July with a prizegiving evening where there are cups
to be won and some token prizes for
those pairs who during the season
managed to both bid and make a
slam which no other pair achieved on
a given hand.

As the club became more popular,
more space was needed and so in
2005 the club moved to the Reading
Rooms and began a weekly meeting
of its members. Today, the club
exceeds 70 members, mostly from
Westcott, Dorking and Westhumble.

Annual Membership is £10 a season
(September-July) with a joining fee
of a further £15. Table money is £3 a
session per person.

We play an average of 21 hands
each Monday evening, beginning
at 19:30 sharp and finishing around
22:15 including a refreshment break
of 15 minutes with a wide selection
of beverages and some say, the
best biscuits of any bridge club in the
district!

Should you wish to come along –
ideally with a partner – (although we
have a system which helps members
make arrangements to play together
if their regular partner is unavailable)
then please email our membership
secretary Nicky Pearce (nickpear149@
gmail.com) or phone the tournament
Director Brian Lynch on 07768686896.

We like to describe ourselves as
competitive but friendly and invite

Brian Lynch
Tournament Director
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Osteopaths treat so much more than just bad backs
If you're in pain or discomfort, get in touch today
and start getting your body right.
www.bodywright.co.uk

07873 541713

bookings@bodywright.co.uk

Paul Wright

The Old Nurseries, Kiln Lane, Brockham, RH3 7LX

Bramley House Residential Home
Westcott Street, Westcott, RH4 3NX

Tel: 01306 740003

Email: info@bramleyhouse.net
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FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE HOSPICE
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity
recognises Christmas can be a very
emotional occasion and hosts two
Tree of Light events which are open to
all, regardless of religion or spirituality,
and whether or not your loved one was
cared for at the Hospice or elsewhere.

from carols, so we are trying something
new to see what people think.”
The Buckingham Tree of Light event
will take place on Saturday 14th
December from 5pm at St Peter and
St Paul’s Church, Castle Street and
will retain its more traditional feel, with
prayers, readings and carols, so the
Charity hopes that there is something
for everyone in the two events.

“The Tree of Light events are designed
to give people a space where a part
of the season is set aside to remember
and reflect on loved ones,” says Ann
Kenny, the Bereavement Support
Team Lead at the Hospice. “Christmas
can often be a time of conflicting
emotions, or it can be so busy that
those who are grieving can’t find a
time to process feelings of sadness
which may come to the fore at this
time of year.”

As well as attending the Tree of Light
events, you can also sponsor a light
in memory of loved ones and write a
dedication which will appear in the
Books of Honour which can be viewed
at the Hospice in December and early
January, and at the two Tree of Light
events.

This year’s Aylesbury Tree of Light
event has moved indoors for 2019
and will take place at Aylesbury High
School on Walton Road on Sunday 1st
December at 5pm. It will also have a
change of format, with more secular
readings and music, rather than carols
and prayers.

To sponsor a light in memory of
someone go to fnhospice.org.uk/treeof-light or call the Florence Nightingale
Hospice Charity Fundraising Team on
01296 429 975.

“We are aware that many of our
families are not Christians and may
prefer something less religious but
still thoughtful and meditative,” says
Vicky James, Events and Community
Manager. “There are lots of other
poems and readings which bring
comfort, and beautiful music apart
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Forbes & Schuster

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Dog Walking Pet Taxi

Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks
Wide range of dog grooming services

www.forbesandschuster.co.uk
Odette 07889 770 397

Tony 07932 798 419

Denbies Wine Estate

England’s Largest Vineyard
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

NEW FOR 2019
Denbies Vineyard Hotel
17 en-suite rooms,
located in the heart of the estate
The Vineyard Restaurant
with magnificent views over the vines is
OPEN EVERY EVENING FOR DINNER
6.30pm - 9pm
For more information visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

@denbiesvineyard
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/DenbiesWineEstate
Follow us on twitter

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
Membership and Subscriptions

Your Village
Constitution

Association

–

We have worked hard this year on
increasing our membership and
encouraging as many of you as
possible to pay your household
subscription by standing order with
your bank. Unfortunately, the new
Charity will require a new bank
account and we will be writing to
members asking them to change the
bank details on their Standing Orders
for the coming year. We apologise
profusely for having to do this, and
will be sending out a separate letter
explaining what needs to be done.

New

At the AGM in October we were
able to share with everyone the new
Constitution approved by the Charity
Commission.

Indigo Spice

There had been some disagreement
on the wording of Clause 3 (the
Association’s Objectives) which we
were able to resolve by assuring
the Charity Commission that the
Association would conduct its
business exclusively for the public
benefit and for charitable purposes
in accordance with the laws of
England and Wales.

We await the outcome of the planning
application (MO/2019/1452) for two
dwellings and two parking spaces on
the site of the former restaurant.
Church Bank
The church bank has now been
landscaped and sown with grasses

The wording of Clause 3 has
therefore been changed from that
published after the consultation in
the autumn of last year. Nothing
other than Clause 3 has been
changed. A copy of the new
Constitution can be found on the
WVA website. Our Charity Number is
now 1185622
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AN EVENING OF

WEBBER & WINE
with the D&G choir
and Vineyard Dorking

Saturday December 7th 2019
7.30pm
St
James’ Church, Abinger
Saturday December 7th 2019, 7.00 pm

Saturday Decemb

The choir
will perform
collection of
St James’
Church- aAbinger
St James’ Chur
medleys from Andrew Lloyd Webber
musicals, including Phantom, Evita and Jesus
Christ Super Star, interspersed with wine and
musical insight.

An evening of Webber
An &evening
Wine of W

Join The Duffers
Theevening
Gruffers Choir
for a Join
spirited
Duffers
of&musical
Grufferstheatre
Choir for
wi
Sample& selected
Argentine
wines
whilst
being
Dorking.
the Vineyard
th
seduced by the rhythms
of Buenos
Aires.

The Duffers and
Grufferswill
willbe
perform
a The
collection
and
medleys
Gruffers
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Conducted by Martin Hall
Accompanied by Ed Sutton

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
and wild flowers; hopefully by next
spring the bank will be transformed!
The Wotton Estate has also agreed
to plant a mixed species hedge
along the length of the parking area
to try to screen cars parked here
from the road. We would remind
residents however, that this is
private land and that parking is
only permitted when the church is
being used on a Sunday or for other
services/meetings.

showers, a cycle repair shop, and
parking for up to 70 vehicles all
contained within existing buildings
on the existing site of the Business
Park.
If the bid and development plans
are approved this will undoubtedly
provide parking for visitors to the area
who have in the past been minded
to park their cars for long periods of
the day in the village.
If you are a resident who is, or has
been, impacted by visitor parking
outside your house, I am sure that
you will want to follow developments
closely.
When
the
Planning
Application for the Coast Hill Farm
Cycle Hub is made, we will publish
the details on the WVA web-site.

Box Hill to Leith Hill Off-Road Cycling
Route
Surrey County Council, in partnership
with the Surrey Hills AONB, has put in
a bid for the development of a 15k
off-road multi-user route between
Box Hill and Leith Hill via Denbies
Wine Estate, Dorking, Westcott, and
Coast Hill Farm at Wotton.

As always, you are invited to write
to me on issues which concern you,
and the WVA will do their best to
address them.
Thank you to all of you who attended
our Open Meetings and the AGM
which are an important way for the
WVA to stay connected to what you
as residents want for your village.
Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village
Association
timway.westcott@gmail.com

The proposed plans will include a
Cycle Hub with café, toilets and
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Building Plans

For Home Improvements & Extensions
Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service
“Established over 30 years”

MICHAEL LLOYD
CEng MICE MIHT

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation
Email: michael@lloydplanning.london

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boys & Girls aged 2-13
Weekly, flexi and ad hoc boarding
Minibus services to surrounding areas
Evening collection up to 8pm
First class education and results
Outstanding extra-curricular programmes
Situated in idyllic spacious grounds in
the Surrey Hills
Achievement through Happiness
Holmbury St. Mary, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6LQ
01306 730852
www.belmont-school.org admissions@belmont-school.org
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HOST UK CHRISTMAS APPEAL

No difficulty in telling who is having the
better time and sad to think of anyone
being on their own at Christmas.

their home country. Your hospitality will
be a unique gift, a treasured memory
and rewarding in so many ways.

HOST UK arranges one day and
weekend visits for International
students all year round with threenight visits during the Festive season.
Such hospitality is greatly sought after
and valued by students far from home
whose only alternative may be a
lonely hall of residence.

Please consider opening your home
and heart to an international student
and remember that if the festive
season is difficult for you, we do
operate all year round, so hosting
can become one of your New Year
Resolutions!

If you should like to know more, please
go to our website www.hostuk.org or
leave us a message on
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/
ApplyToBecomeAHost

Our “festive
season” does
not just mean
Christmas
but
can
also
mean
weekends
in the run up
to Christmas,
and New Year. Your guest will be
someone curious to experience British
life with all its special traditions and
culture…and keen to share those of
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Soft interiors
By
Josephine

 Larger landscaping projects including

excavations, ponds & lakes, earthmoving,
grass paving, access roads & tracks etc

 Sewage treatment plants, septic tanks &

BESPOKE HIGH
Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND
soft furnishings

soakaways

 Foundations, concreting, surface
& foul drainage

PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on
design

 Agricultural & equestrian
buildings

Fitting service available

 Established 1992 &
fully insured

Telephone: 01306 644802 (Home)
07767 771777 (Mobile)
Email:
josoftinteriors@gmail.com

01306 628412

www.lhpl.co.uk
king nov 19 A6 .qxp_Layout
1 10/10/2019 18:03 Page 1
Leith Hill Plant Ltd, Stane St, Ockley RH5 5LX

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com

01306 730703

‘Kingfisher’

Farm Shop

Award winning
Bramble farm free range

bronze turkeys
Farm shop Monday to Saturday 9am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm
Flower shop Tuesday to Saturday 9am-5pm

LOCAL food & drink • LOCAL flowers • LOCAL delivery service

26

THE PAST IS A FOREIGN COUNTRY:
THEY DO THINGS DIFFERENTLY THERE
“You ask me to tell you about the
great events that happened fifty years
ago.”

to be known ‘invasion literature’;
an influential precursor of science
fiction.

This is the introduction to ‘The Battle of
Dorking’, a short story written in 1871
by George Chesney, recalling for his
grandchildren an invasion of England
by Germany. It was a work of fiction,
of course, but is recognised today as
an important example of what came

The author was a Captain in the
Royal Engineers who was concerned
about the state of Britain’s armed
forces. He used fiction as a device
to promulgate his views after letters
and journalism on the issue had
failed to impact on the public
consciousness.
In the story, the enemy
advanced towards London
whilst
a
disorganised
army struggled to mount
an effective defence.
Westcott does not get a
specific mention but much
of the action takes place
in the vicinity, including the
confrontation close by Box
Hill that gives the book its
title.
The story caught the
public imagination and
was translated into a score
of languages. There was
no
immediate
military
response but in the 1880
forts were erected on Box
Hill and Ranmore.
Terry Wooden
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC
HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY
RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 83 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2JU
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
somewhere I could get picked up.
One of the up sides of the hills where
we live is the ability to use them to
improve our own mental health, to
get a bit of solitary space to think and
unwind. If you are going out on your
own, take a phone and tell someone
roughly where you are going and
when you expect to be back. If you
can find someone to go with you then
that’s probably the best option.

Walking for Health
These pages are often an opportunity
for a quick plug for the District Council’s
Walking for Health events. Part of
the Mole Valley package of services
that help local residents and business
owners to improve and maintain our
personal wellbeing.

Your councillor has learnt his lesson.

Preparing for EU Exit

This month
though,
there is a
need
to
stress how
to
safely
m a k e
the most of our wonderful local
environment. One of the big benefits
of the Walking for Health scheme is
that you are accompanied by other
likeminded folks.
I have recently learnt a personal lesson
about this – walking
in the hills on my own,
I lost my footing and
somehow managed
to chip a bone in my
ankle and one in my
foot. I then had to
get myself back to

Mole Valley District Council have
asked all councillors to explain to
residents how best to prepare for EU
Exit. Obviously, just like preparing for
heavy winter weather or a heatwave,
what follows is precautionary and
nothing more than contingency
planning.
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By the time you read this, you’ll know
whether the UK is leaving on 31st
October, with or without a deal. Either
way, at the October Full Council
meeting, officials were keen to stress
the level of preparation that has gone
in towards keeping local services
running whatever the eventuality.
Mole Valley is working in partnership
with Surrey County Council, the NHS
and other local authorities so that the
response is completely joined up.

A SELECTIVE INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS AGED 4 - 16 WITH CO-EDUCATIONAL NURSERY

Open Mornings
February, May and October

#SurreyGirlsSchool

“Unpressured (for the most part) and friendly, but this is no soft option
...the girls both work hard and play hard, with results to match.”
The Good Schools Guide

AN INDIVIDUAL APPROACH TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS
www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

A73242 Manor House Open Morning Ad A4 Portrait P2.indd 1
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
There is information available online
that will be useful for Westcott residents
who are EU Citizens (or from Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway or Switzerland),
to enable them to continue living in the
UK after the UK leaves the European
Union.

independent lives.

Local Recycling
Although run by Surrey County Council
rather than Mole Valley, readers will
be pleased to know that the County
have removed the threat to the future
of the Dorking Community Recycling
Centre and what’s more the centre
will return to taking the wider range of
items it used to cater for and the fee
changes will be reversed.

It is important that everyone who
needs to, applies for EU Settled Status,
as their application will give them
the immigration status they need to
continue to work, live and study in the
UK. Applicants will then be eligible for
public services such as healthcare and
schools, pubic funds and pensions and
be able to apply for British Citizenship
(if eligible).

Recycling locally is much more than
the kerbside collections for paper,
glass, plastics, food, electricals and
textiles and the continued running of
the Community Recycling Centre. If
Mole Valley is to be better than Carbon
Neutral, our recycling needs to include
much more of a focus on stripping
items back to their component parts
and seeing what can be safely put to
other uses in our homes.

It is free to apply and can be
completed online at EU settlement
scheme. If residents are unable to
go online themselves they can call
03333 445 675 for assistance with their
application.
For more information on this and
other Brexit related queries see www.
gov.uk/get-ready-brexit-check. Safe
and Well Visits can help to keep you,
your loved ones and those you care
for, safe from fire in the home. These
free visits combine safety checks and
advice to help people live safer, more

Old chairs and tables can make great
bookcases, with a little imagination. A
bed in our house has recently become
a storage system to tidy up our garage.
This sort of recycling is “no-lose” – there
is no downside to giving it a go.
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South East Tree Surgeons has been
established for over 20 years, and we
are a family run company that offer
an individual personalised service.
We provide a 24 Hour Emergency
Service to commercial businesses,
local councils & domestic individuals.
We offer free written quotations &
advice without any obligation.

Our Services include
• Crown reduction, crown lifting
& thinning
• Precision tree felling
• Pollarding
• Tree pruning
• Dead wood removal

• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump grinding
• Hedge management
• Storm clearance and
ground clearance

Our Tree Surgery teams are friendly,
qualified & insured. You can find
out more about us on our website:
www.treecaresolutions.co.uk

Please do contact us on 01306 71 22 00
Or email us at: info@treecaresolutions.co.uk

PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS LTD
Tel 01306 881399
Mobile 07710-854040

Lawn Mowing

E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com

Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR

Turfing

For Mortgages and Protection

Hedge Cutting

A local and Friendly Service, tailored
to your needs based in Westcott

Pressure washing

PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd
is an Appointed Representative of Pink
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading
name of Advance Mortgage Funding
Limited which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765

phil.burnett@jimsmowing.co.uk
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
The upside is that it gives a chance to
practice new or old skills and for new
generations to have a go at domestic
engineering. Next time something
breaks or reaches the end of its life
in your home, why not see if you can
recycle it into something useful?

appointment for you. If you know of
someone sleeping rough, get in touch
so that the Council team can connect
them to local support and services
they need. You can report sightings of
rough sleepers using StreetLink www.
streetlink.org.uk
East Surrey Outreach Support Service
(e.S.O.S.) provides help and support
to those rough sleeping and those
at risk of rough sleeping. They can
offer one-to-one support to help
you find a suitable place to live and
assist you in connecting with other
support agencies. They will also seek
to reconnect people with the areas
where they have a local connection.

Rough Sleeping
Mole Valley District Council provides
support and advice for people who
are sleeping rough, or whose home
is very insecure or temporary, so that
they can find a suitable place to live.
If you are sleeping rough and have
nowhere to stay, our Housing Options
team will be able to advise you
on finding somewhere to sleep for
the night; assisting you to look for
longer term accommodation and
connecting you with local support
services, if needed.

If you think that you would benefit
from working with e.S.O.S. you can
be referred by any services you are
already working with or contact them
directly on 07436 273614 or email
esos@thamesreach.org.uk

Countryside Respect
Slightly, finishing up where this month
started. In the last few weeks, a number
of Westcott residents have contacted
me to complain about the behaviour
of others using our footpaths and
bridleways.
Please call the Council on 01306
885001 and ask to speak to a Housing
Options Officer. If you need to come
and see someone, they can make an
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Bridleways are defined as being for
horse riding, but clearly there is no
practical way to stop other very

Shiers
Decor

Toenail Cutting Service
Qualified Practitioner
Home visits available
Call Shan on
01983 406403

Painters and Decorators
Working in Westcott
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our
Quality and reliability

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

Phone for free estimates and
local references

Registered Part P
Approved Contractor

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com

Tel: 02/02/2017
01306 876110 10:23 Page 1T: 01306 883 126
Project1
M: 07770 760 581
Mobile: 07880848459

colincampbell146@btinternet.com
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
and property as you find them and
follow paths unless wider access is
available.

determined users accessing them.
Across the village we occasionally see
gates being removed so that others
can access them.

Protect the natural environment:
leave no trace of your visit and take
your litter home.

This is really one complicated case of
Paper – Scissors – Stone. Dog walkers
are supposed to keep their charges
on a lead but complain when their
free roaming pets are frightened by
cyclists. Young children on their bikes
on the cycle path complain when
dogs are overly interested in them.

Keep dogs under effective control.
Enjoy the outdoors: plan ahead and
be prepared, follow advice and local
signs.
The Code tells Countryside users to
remember their actions can affect
people’s
lives
and
livelihoods.
Consider the local community and
other people enjoying the outdoors.

The only conclusion seems to be that
everyone using our countryside access
paths should respect others doing
the same. Where you see this level
of respect not being shown, please
do report it by calling 101, or if folks
are getting aggressive and you think
someone is in danger then call 999.
Respect is the first
Countryside Code:

part

of

Respect the needs of local people and
visitors alike – for example, don’t block
gateways, driveways or other paths
with your vehicle. When riding a bike
or driving a vehicle, slow down or stop
for horses, walkers and farm animals
and give them plenty of room. By law,
cyclists must give way to walkers and
horse- riders on bridleways.

the

Co-operate with people at work in
the countryside. For example, keep
out of the way when farm animals are
being gathered or moved and follow
directions from the farmer.
Respect other people: consider the
local community and other people
enjoying the outdoors, leave gates

James Friend
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The Prince of Wales
Restaurant and bar menus
Private function room
Garden and play area
Live music nights
Monthly quiz nights

01306 889 699

FA I T H ’ S G A R D E N S
PLANTING & DESIGN

• GARDEN/PLANT ADVICE •
• PRUNING •
• MAINTENANCE •
• BORDER DESIGN •
faith@faithsgardendesign.co.uk
RHS Level 3 Qualified.
Member of the Charterered Institute of Horticulture and
Pre Registered Member of the Society of Garden Designers.

Guildford Road, Westcott RH4 3QE

Manor Farm, Wotton
Belted Galloway Beef For Sale
Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,
Dry Aged 28 days
Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork
info@manorfarmsurrey.com
www.manorfarmsurrey.com
01306 730922
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U3A
played during the war, with the RAF
much involved. We were also told
about the former silk-worm farm.

Lullingstone Castle
On a rather unsettled Thursday, we
set off on our trip to Kent, to enjoy a
full and varied day at Lullingstone. We
were met at the Castle by our guide
and after coffee we visited the historic
church on the estate, intriguing details
there, very old stained glass windows
(put in by Flemish glaziers) and a
wooden and marble font. There were
impressive tombs and memorials of
the Hart-Dyke family who still own the
estate; also a modern tapestry woven
locally for the millennium, with wool
from their own sheep.

Then, with pride and enthusiasm from
Tom Hart-Dyke, we were guided around
the world in the gardens. Starting with
a trio of huge old Cedar trees, we
visited many countries, merging into
each other, often, with trees flying flags
to orientate us. We did have one short
downpour in this time but fortunately
we were under cover in the polytunnel
gazing at the most amazing collection
of cacti I have ever seen!
After an excellent lunch, we visited
nearby Lullingstone Roman Villa. The
first indication of this important site was
some 80 years ago and it has been
worked on ever since that time. I am
not good with dates, but apparently,
the villa was lived in from 100AD
(changed and altered) until 400AD.
The whole detailed ground floor plan
was there, with some of the floors
tessellated, and a wonderful complete
mosaic. There were many artefacts to
see, such as jewellery and tools, looking
very similar to the ones we have today.
The bones and human remains,
especially of a tiny baby, I found very
poignant.

The
Castle
is
really
a
magnificent
manor house,
but
has
a
homely, family
feel about it, as
the Hart-Dyke
family are still in
residence.
We admired the beautiful dining
room, the glass and the porcelain,
the cosy library with comfy settees
and of course, books (I would have
liked time to browse in there!). Our
guide told us about the portraits, and
amusing anecdotes about the family,
their friendship with Queen Anne (the
difficulties of having her staying with
them) and the part that the house

Our journey home was smooth with our
excellent driver. Many thanks to our
organisers and planners, for a full and
interesting day.
Winnie Burns
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Sherlock Funeral Service
130-year-old, independent,
family business.

•
•
•
•

Funeral Directors & Monumental
Masons
Private Service Chapel & Rest
Rooms
Home visits if required
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Trellis House
190 South Street
Dorking RH4 2ES
T: 01306 882266
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk
Sherlock Funeral Service
is a part of Stoneman
Funeral Service as of
2010.
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Westcott Clubs Need You...
... to tell us all about them.
Are you involved in a sports club in Westcott?
Do you run, walk, yoga or dance your way to
fitness? Do you run a class or club in the village?
Do you paint, craft, sing, draw or create something lovely? Do you
participate in an activity we could publicise?
We are trying to get together a directory of all the clubs in the village
which will feature in the magazine as a 4 page pull out section and maybe
attract more people to your activity. We haven’t had enough replies yet
for a pull out, so those who have responded can be found in this month’s
magazine, but we really do need everyone!
Please
email
editor@
westcottmag.com
with
any
details as we can’t possibly know
about them all otherwise.

St John’s Chapel Café
Every Monday morning
9.15-11.45
A warm, friendly welcome, superb cheese scones and homemade
cakes with a selection of teas and coffees. All welcome and right on
the doorstep! ☺
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
We have had an exciting start to
the 2019/20 academic year. Years
5/6 have visited the Winchester
Science Centre, Years 3/4 went
to Brooklands Museum and all the
school have participated in our first
charity fundraiser of the year, Little
Legs, a sponsored run for Cancer
Research.
Several elections have taken place
for roles within school, including Head
Boy/Girl, Prefects, Sports Crew and
House Captains. Congratulations to
all those children who have been
selected for a role.
because it felt like you were actually
in
space.’ (Zoe, Badgers)

Below are some of our highlights from
2019/20 so far:
Years 5 and 6 Trip – Winchester
Science Centre

’I found out so many new facts – it
was an amazing experience.’ (KylaMay, Moles)

On Wednesday 25th September
we had a spectacular day out at
Winchester
Science
C e n t r e ,
b e l o w
are
some
quotes from
the children
regarding
the day.
‘ T h e
planetarium
was
really
c o o l

‘I can’t believe there are over 2 trillion
galaxies out there, yet to explore!’
(Zac, Moles)
‘I never knew that the rings around
Saturn were made of ice.’ (Rico,
Moles)
‘I learnt that Uranus used to be called
George!’ (George, Badgers)
‘The trip was fascinating and fun.’
(Jess, Badgers)
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
Years 3 and 4 Trip – Brooklands
Museum
On
Thursday
26th
September,
the children from Years 3 and 4
were accompanied to Brooklands
Transport Museum to step back in
history and look at cars, buses and
airplanes through the ages. I was
very impressed by the questions they
asked our knowledgeable guides,
which reflected their interest and
curiosity.
We saw one of the first vehicles - a
converted wooden cart that used to
be drawn by horses, and were able
to take a turn on Concorde,
unfortunately grounded permanently
in Brooklands. No New York for us
on this visit!

transport for the future. A whole
host of designs, and the ideas that
inspired them, are now sitting on Mrs.
Ratcliff’s desk waiting to be sorted
and a winning design chosen. A big
thank you to all our parent volunteers
without whom these trips would be
impossible.

Governance
On the 1st September 2019 the IAB
was dissolved and replaced by a
Local Governing Committee. This is
very much like a governing body in
a maintained school but is actually
a sub-committee of the Good
Shepherd Trust. It has many of the
same responsibilities for monitoring
the quality of education at the school
and for setting the vision and values.
Our role is strategic not operational,
and we work as a team with corporate
responsibility; no one is personally
responsible or liable for anything.
There are vacancies for foundation
members on our school’s LGC. The
term of office for LGC foundation
members is four years.

Last
Friday,
we
followed
up our learning by looking at our
carbon foot print as well as working
in small groups to think of forms of

Foundation
members
play
an
important role as members of the
LGC helping to ensure that all
children in our school have the best
opportunities to learn and achieve.
The LGC has a vital role to play in
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
driving up standards in our school
and ensuring that our Christian
distinctiveness is upheld in all aspects
of the school.

which is free. All new LGC parent
members will be asked to attend
induction training.
If you are interested, please contact
the school office on 01306 881136,
to make an appointment with Mrs
Ratcliff.

LGC parent members and all other
members of the LGC build productive
relationships with the Headteacher
and senior leaders while holding them
to account for school performance.
They work strategically by developing
the vision, ethos and strategic
direction of the school and ensuring
sound, proper and effective use of
the school’s financial resources.

Little Legs Sponsored Run for Cancer
Research
In spite of the rain on Friday 4th
October, it was all smiles at Surrey
Hills All Saints for our Little Legs for Life
event. All children took to the playing
field for a sponsored run to raise funds
for Cancer Research UK. It was a
fabulous afternoon!

LGC members are expected to attend
meetings, usually held from 9.30am to
11.30am, be able to visit the school
during the day, at least one half day
each term and undertake training
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Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard:
01306
884432
We
are a multi-office Law
Firm servicing
the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
www.meaby.co.uk
Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

Family&&wisdom
Divorce Law
Property since 1848
Strength
in law & business

meaby-&-co
Media@MeabyandCo
Law
Crisis
Management MeabyandCo
Litigation
& Mediation
We are
a multi-office
Law Firm servicingReputation
the needs of Protection
our clients throughout
London,
the South East,Law
across the United
Kingdom and
Worldwide.
Employment
Company
Corporate
Private
Client
Fraud & Private Crime
Family
& Divorce
Law
Property
Media Law
Crisis Management
Litigation
& Mediation
Reputation Protection
Branch
offices in: Employment
Company
Corporate
Dorking |Law
Soho | Camberwell
Green
| Chigwell
Private
Client
Fraud & Private Crime
Switchboard:
01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk
Branch offices
in: @MeabyandCo
meaby-&-co
MeabyandCo
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk
@MeabyandCo

meaby-&-co

MeabyandCo
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ODE TO THE WISE - A POEM
It’s getting to that time of life,
When changes are a happening.
The years of fun and stress’n’strife,
Leave their tracks outside and in.
But not for me, I’ve set a trend,
I’ll not be going round the bend.
No saggy bits or memory loss,
I’ll outline my mantra at no cost.
Eat all additives, great and small,
With copious amounts of alcohol.
Damsons do well when pickled in gin,
I’ve found it to be just the thing.
Pickled walnuts, pickled eggs,
Substitute for any veg.
Long walks, fresh fruit and strictly, ‘no fat’
Sod that my friends, ignore all that!
Walk to the pub for food’n’fun,
Gossip loudly and when you’re done,
Wash it down with chocolate too,
(This helps those visits to the loo.)
Wear all unco-ordinated clothes,
Then sing opera walking around Waitrose.
Heckle joggers on their runs,
They’ll soon have saggy boobs and bums.
Laugh at all the things you shouldn’t,
And feel sad for those who feel they couldn’t.
But most important of all, I‘ve observed,
Share all with friends, to be BEST preserved.
Nadine Parkinson
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Established Local Family Business
Over 20 Years Experience
Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
Friendly, First Class Service
Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

• Qualified
Florists • Fresh
&Business
Plants • Local Delivery •
Established
LocalFlowers
Family
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral
Tribute
Specialists
• Interflora Worldwide •
Over
20 Years
Experience

Stylish, fabulous headwear for women
going through chemo/long term hair
loss. Online at www.suburbanturban.com
or drop in to the studio, behind the
Westcott Bakery. Tel: 01306-640123

Internal & External

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
Commercial
T: 01306
883511&•Domestic
E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
Friendly,
First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

WESTCOTT

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

01306 885379

Friendly village garage
Superb service
Good value
MoT’s arranged
Member of Guild of
Master Craftsmen
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RESTORATION OF THE POUND
Village Pound Restoration

orignal position in the wall. They even
marked the labels with arrows showing
which was the top or bottom, such was
the attention to detail. The wall was
the extensivly photographed so it was
possible to know where every stone
went when re-construction began. As
you can imagine, this was a painstaking
and laborious job in itself.

After many months of delay, I am
pleased to report that work on the repair
and restoration of the north wall of the
village pound is now complete. In my
previous article in the June magazine
you may recall that the wall was in a
very poor condition due to many years
of neglect, and was in serious danger of
total collapse. The wall had developed
an alarming lean and was also bowing
outwards, so it was decided that it
was necessary to dismantle the wall
completely and then to rebuild it. This
was not as straightforward as it sounds.

Once the work began of carefully
removing the material they were
stored until the foundations were
reached. This was when the cause of
the lean was revealed – there were no
foundations! The wall had been built on
compacted soil and the situation was
compounded by the fact that it was
not tied-in to the adjacent east wall, as
this was where the entrance gate was,
so the north wall was unsupported.
It was necessary to provide a solid
foundation and when this was done
work begun on reconstruction.

The pound is part of Wotton Estate
owned by Lord Evelyn, and is a grade
two listed structure, dating from the
late medieval period around the 16th
or 17th century, although the exact
date of construction is not known. Any
work to the pound has to be done in
strict accordance with the rules and
conditions regarding any restoration of
a listed historic building.
The wall was coated in a special
adhesive, similar to wallpaper paste,
and
then
each brick
and stone
had
an
individual
numbered
l a b e l
attached to
identify
its
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I was extremely
privilaged to be
granted access
to
see
the
project deveolp
from start to
finish, and am
grateful to the
two craftsmen,
Will and Aldis,
who kept me informed as work
progressed and explained to me the
various stages in detail. I was impressed
by the skills of these two artisans, using

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in
Westcott with over 30 years of
experience
All aspects of tree care and hedge
management undertaken
Contact us on 01306 875146 or
07855232552
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com
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RESTORATION OF THE POUND (cont.)
about the possibility of installing a gate
to the pound to deter any possible
vandalism and anti-social behaviour
occuring, and he has agreed to look
into this. He has also had a membrane
installed covering the inside to supress
any weeds and brambles from causing
damage to the structure and to finally
cover it with a layer of gravel.

techniques and methods unchanged
for centuries; (apart from a cement
mixer) even the colour of the lime
morter was much debated and after
experimenting with various colours
and textures, the right morter mix was
agreed.
The laborious work of rebuilding the wall
began using the photos to position the
bricks and stones back in their original
position. The whole project took 6
weeks to complete and fortunately
the weather conditions were perfect.
During the rebuild, the original gate
bolt receiver was found, a hollow metal
tube that the bolt slid into, and this was
reinstated, what was facinating was
the discovery of two coins. One was a
Victorian penny dated 1899 and even
more exciting was a George III Britannia
coin dated 1799.

On behalf of the village of Westcott, I
would like to thank Mr Evelyn, George
Chapman, Will and Aldis for their efforts
in restoring a much loved feature of our
village.
Did you Know?
During WW2, The local children would
collect waste paper, scrap metal and
anything that could be recycled for
the war effort and place it in the pound
which had been given a temporarty
corrugated iron roof to cover it.

I have spoken to George Chapman
who is acting agent and responsible for
historic buildings on the Wotton estate

The Westcott road sweeper, Abe
Wright, would store his
handcart, broom and
shovel in the pound. He
kept the Westcott roads
spotlessly clean, and
woe betide anyone who
he saw drop any litter,
not that anyone did
then, How I wish it was
like that today.

49

Jeff Davies
Photos by Heather Woods

ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT
At this time of year our thoughts
are beginning to turn towards the
Christmas season.
Thinking about ways of reducing,
reusing and recycling is particularly
important as the environmental
footprint of Christmas time is
enormous. It has been estimated that,
in the UK, we throw away 30% more
rubbish during the festive season,
including 227,000 miles of Christmas
paper and enough card packaging
to cover Big Ben nearly 260,000 times!
And in 2014, we collectively wasted
£64 million worth of food.

The relentless commercialisation of
Christmas leads us to spend money
we don’t necessarily have, on gifts
some people won’t want, creating
stress and waste.
It doesn’t need to be this way, with
a bit more thought and creativity we
can reduce the negative aspects
and increase the enjoyment! This
year why not take a step back and
consider what is really important
about Christmas for you. Let’s reclaim
Christmas as a time to celebrate the
things we value, in a simpler way.
At our monthly Eco Café on November
11th, we are inviting people to share
and discover Christmas tips: for
handmade or eco Christmas gifts;
tasty recipes for leftovers; and simpler
ways to celebrate. So please come
along, 7-9pm, for inspiration or with
your ideas – we will share them in next
month’s magazine too!
Jakki Phillips

Eco Calendar November
Sat 2nd – Dorking Repair Café at the Christian Centre 10.30am-1pm
Sun 3rd – Dorking Artisan Market, West Street car park 11am-4pm
Fri 8th – ‘Heading for Extinction & What to do About It’, Dorking Christian
Centre, 7.30pm
Sat 23rd – Westcott Christmas Craft Fair at the Reading Room 10am-3pm

50

51

Jane w orki n g on s e t t i ng up t he
exhi bi t i on

Reflexology By Emma Cathro
Reflexology is an ancient therapy that encourages
the body to come back into balance, by stimulating
specific points on the feet or hands. Reflexology
can help to improve a myriad of complaints such as
stress, insomnia, back and neck pain, low mood,
anxiety, IBS and fibromyalgia. Clients often report
positive change in many areas of their lives. Come
and enjoy the therapeutic benefits of reflexology in
my comfortable treatment room in Westcott.

Tel. 07811 526 156
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DORKING MUSEUM

Half-term Family Fun – ‘Welcome to
Dorking!’:

In conjunction with the exhibition,
there will be two community events
in November, in conjunction with the
Poppy Collective and Dorking Refugee
Support Group:

What if we wanted to welcome new
friends to our town? How could we
show off Dorking’s best bits? And could
we make things even better? Families
are invited to come and create a fun,
pop-up ‘Welcome Card’ that might
show special places, or favourite things
to do, or beautiful gardens, or some
things to make Dorking even better!
Thursday 31st October, Friday 1st and
Saturday 2nd November, drop in 10am3.30pm, free with regular Museum entry,
materials provided.

Saturday, 9th November, 10am-2pm,
Museum courtyard: Refugees and
Remembrance: Help to create a
Community Garden of Remembrance
in the heart of Dorking. Led by Sophia
Cowx, the installation will change and
grow throughout the day as creative
contributions are shared. And through
the Portable Studio, experience a taste
of art therapy on the frontline. Come
and feel inspired, act inspired and
inspire others in a creative process of
poppy-making and poetry.

Our
current
exhibition,
‘You, Me and
Those
Who
Came
Before’,
presented in conjunction with art
psychotherapist Sophia Cowx, explores
Dorking’s response to past refugee
crises, from the French Huguenots in
the 16h century and émigrés escaping
the French Revolution in 1792, through
the foreign evacuees and those fleeing
London bombings in two world wars to
the support offered to refugees in this
decade.

Thursday, 14th November, 7pm:
Playing with Words – an evening of
shared reflection, led by Sophia Cowx:
questions, answers and poetry. The
evening will look at creativity as a means
of expressing feelings of love and loss in
the aftermath of war past and present.
Members of Dorking Refugee Support
Group will join us to share their work and
answer questions about pathways to

Sophia offers an artistic exploration of
the emergence of the poppy symbol
100 years ago as a creative response to
the trauma of the First World War, and
examines the poppy’s connections with
healing over the centuries.
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Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

Call now on 01737 845980

Brockham based. No call out charges.
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

ChalkHill Systems

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you

Premier
Gardens
Garden Maintenance

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd 1

18/12/2013 18:26:00

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year
• Complete lawn care & mowing
• Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
• Moss control & complete weed
treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

• Fruit trees pruned
• Hedge trimming
• Leaf clearing
• Hard stand jet washing
• Turfing & seeding
• Plants supplied and planting
Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Office: 01306 898 917
Mobile: 07887 511 515
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DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
getting involved and local people with
memories of the refugees of 80 years
ago will recount their experiences.
Tickets £7 (members £5) through website
or on the door.

place and compulsory Sunday morning
archery practice and the inns that our
local travellers would have known.

Walking in Dorking: See the Museum
website for details of our guided walks
and to book for open days or group
walks by appointment.
Sunday 17th November, 2pm: a guided
tour of Betchworth Castle offers stunning
views across to Box Hill and towards
Brockham and enables visitors to enter
what was the castle’s great hall and
walk down into the cellars, not normally
open to the public.

Gallery Talk and book launch, 21st
November: ‘The Weaver, the Shoemaker
and the Mother of a Nation: The Story
of Dorking’s Mayflower Pilgrims’ by
Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne.
The authors tell the story of the Dorking
Mayflower Pilgrims of 1620 who risked
everything to start a new life in the New
World and give an insight into day to
day life in the town they left behind.
At the Museum, 7pm, doors open
6.30pm. Tickets on the door or book in
advance on the website, £7 inc. a glass
of Prosecco.
Do you have local paintings you would
like to exhibit?

Sunday 17th November, 2pm: The
Mayflower 400 Walk – Dorking in the
Time of William Mullins showcases
buildings that were in existence during
that time and which survive today:
16th/17th century cottages, the sites of
the market hall, the communal washing

The Museum’s curator of paintings,
Sandra
Wedgwood,
is
currently
planning an art exhibition, to open in
January, ‘Dorking: the Town and its
Landscapes from 1900 to the Present
Day’. The Museum already has many
paintings and drawings of the area,
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PROBABLY THE BEST

TOPSOIL & TURF
IN THE SOUTH EAST

Renowned for our Premium Grade Certificated Topsoils
and High Quality Turf, we supply retail customers,
landscapers as well as trade and wholesale users.

We also sell: •LAWN REPAIR MIXES •TOP DRESSING
•QUALITY GRASS SEED •SOIL CONDITIONER
•COMPOST •MULCHES •SELECTED AGGREGATES
•PEA SHINGLES •SOFT AND HARDWOOD SLEEPERS
•HARDWOOD LOGS •COAL AND KINDLING
•ROCK SALT and much more...!

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at

www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • 5% DISCOUNT CODE WESCOTT18

NEW

YARD NEAR
HORSHAM
OPEN
NOW!

BARKS & WOODCHIP • PLAY SAND & PLAY BARK • LAWN TURF & GRASS SEED

• PREMIUM & CONTRACT SOILS • ERICACEOUS & SPECIALIST SOILS • LOW FERTILITY &

BESPOKE BLENDED SOILS • LIGHTWEIGHT ROOF SOILS • SPORTS LOAMS & DRESSINGS • SOIL CONDITIONER, COMPOST & MULCHES•

ASS SEED

• WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED • DECORATIVE STONE • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING
BHL 128mmx92mm.indd 1
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• PREMIUM &

• WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED • DECORATIVE STONE • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING
01/05/2019 14:00

DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
from conventional views to interesting
interpretations of the local townscape
and landscape. Sandra wants to show
as many relevant pictures as possible to
document how the topography that we
all know has been interpreted over this
period so would be most interested to
learn of any others illustrating this subject
that belong to companies or individuals.
If you have any pictures that you would
be willing to loan to the exhibition,

please contact Sandra at sandra.
wedgwood@ntlworld.com or via the
Museum at admin@dorkingmuseum.
org.uk or 01306 876591.
The Museum is at 62 West Street,
Dorking RH4 1BS.
Open Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. Visit www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Enquiries to
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
or
phone 01306 876591.

RNLI DORKING BRANCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING
Come to a friendly, congenial morning and support the RNLI.
The next RNLI event is our annual Christmas Coffee Morning on Friday,
8th November at the Dorking Rugby Club in Brockham RH3 7LZ from
9.30 – 1.00, selling RNLI Christmas cards and souvenirs, homemade
cakes, plants, jams and chutney. Tea/coffee and free on-site parking are
available. The clubhouse has disabled access and facilities.
We need cakes, biscuits, fudge, etc for our cake stall. If you could contribute,
it would be appreciated.
Please bring your old and new foreign money
(including discontinued currencies), old mobile phones
and used inkjet cartridges (not Epson or Brother) for
recycling. Contact: dorkingrnli@gmail.com
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For All Your Fencing
And Landscaping Needs

BUY, SELL OR LET
your property with…

Fully Qualified, Experienced and
Insured Since 1986.

Call David Seall on
07887 766 161

Local People • Local Knowledge • Local Experts

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

Mad Horse Copse Farm
Lognore Lane
Westcott
Nr Dorking
Surrey
3GB
62
wide RH4
x 92 high

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk
27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

ABINGER COMMON
NURSERY SCHOOL
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embracing the nature around us
ABINGER CO MMO N

Westcott Ad V3.indd 1
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At Abinger Common Nursery School we provide
outstanding nursery care and education for children aged
2-4 years old, for families in Abinger Common and the
surrounding villages.
Children at our Nursery School enjoy a vast range of learning
opportunities; we have a love of the outdoors so the children
enjoy regular visits to our Woodland Classroom and are out in
the local area no matter the weather.

Now accepting registrations for 2 year olds and older.
Please contact us to arrange a visit or for more information.
Louise (Nursery Manager)
07842 9728823 or acnlouise@gmail.com

LOOK! We’re outstanding!“Children are happy, confident and have fun.”

NURSERY SCHOOL

www.abingercommonnursery.co.uk

In t e rior & E xt e rior
De c orat ing
I h ave m a ny yea r s of exper ience,
an d p ride mys elf on f a ir pr icing,
qu a lity wor kma nsh ip, a nd a
conscientious a ttitude.
I u se eco-f r iendly wa ter -b a sed
p aints wh er ev er poss ib le.
Get in touch
fo r a f r ee estim a te or a dv ice:

07752 1 62955

TERM TIME SESSIONS:
Morning sessions: 8.45-11.45 Monday to Friday
Afternoon sessions: 11.45-2.45 Monday to Thursday

ACN flyer 2019.indd 1

KEVIN ALDRIDGE

ke vina ldr idge68 @b tinter net. com
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Please note, green box is 62x92

MUSIC IN DORKING
2nd at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
5th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 815784
9th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
10th at 1.00, 42nd Street screening at Dorking Halls, £16, 01306 881717
11th at 1.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
12th at 7.30, 42nd Street screening at Dorking Halls, £16, 01306 881717
13th at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
13th-16th at 7.30, The Merry Widow at Betchworth Village Hall, 01737 844632
18th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
23rd at 7.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £16, 07847 477052
23rd at 7.30, Barbican string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
25th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
30th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church

Dorking Choral Society presents a major concert to commemorate 30 years
since the fall of the Berlin Wall. The main work on the programme will be
the beautiful and uplifting German Requiem by Brahms. Using texts from
the bible, it focusses not on prayers for the dead but on providing spiritual
consolation for the living. The choir will be led by its new conductor Timothy
Ferguson and joined by the New London Chamber Orchestra plus soloists.
Brockham Choral Society will feature in its concert the Sunrise Mass by the
Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo, along with Haydn’s Little organ mass,
Albinoni’s ever-poular Adagio, and a Bach cantata. Betchworth Operatic
and Dramatic Society will perform Lehar’s light-hearted operetta The Merry
Widow, a delightful piece with brilliant sparkling music.
The Dorking Concertgoers present the Barbican string quartet in the first
concert of a series of three. They begin their programme with an early Haydn
quartet, followed by Janáček’s first quartet, entitled The Kreutzer Sonata
and based on a short story by Tolstoy, and finish with an exuberant quartet
by Mendelssohn. Further concerts by the Barbican quartet will follow in
January and February.
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JENNIFER MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS LLP
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters
NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

Tel: 01483 562722
The Old Post Ofﬁce, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

We advise on law but do much, much more!

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

Dorking Pest Control
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Services

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Felling • Tree Surgery
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutting
• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected
• Fully Insured Free Estimates

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
• Contract Work
• Preventative Control Programmes

Tel: 01403 824048
Mobile: 07714 689 824

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey
Office:
Ivor:
Chris:

01306 743001
07710 117491
07971 519415

CHEAP HARDWOOD

LOGS FOR SALE

www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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MUSIC IN DORKING (cont.)
There are lots of screenings at the Dorking Halls this month. Opera lovers
can see Puccini’s Madam Butterfly and Philip Glass’ Akhnaten, while
ballet lovers have a choice of a Royal Ballet triple bill (Concerto, Enigma
variations, Raymonda) and Le corsaire from the Bolshoi. There are also two
opportunities to see 42nd Street, filmed live at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.
The Music at Midday concert at St Martin’s church will be given by the
international USA concert pianist Roman Rudnytsky. Watermill Jazz has the
following line-up of performers: the Laura Jurd trio (5th), the Jazz Scurriers
(12th), Steve Swallow and Christian Muthspiel (19th), and the Back to
Basie Orchestra (26th).
Ian Codd

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
will be performing:
Gjeilo ‘Sunrise Mass’, Haydn ‘Little Organ Mass’,
Bach ‘Cantata 61’ along with Albinoni’s ‘Adagio’
on Saturday 30th November at 7.30
in St. Martin’s Church, Dorking, RH4 1UX
Guest Conductor: John Bawden
with the British Sinfonietta String Ensemble
Soloists: Miranda Rogers, Roy Rashbrook & Richard Bacon
Organist: Richard Moore
Admission: Adults £12 in advance, £15 on the day
Children and students under 25 in full-time education £5
Tickets: Maria Chadwick c/o Michael Frith 01306 882728
Email: brockhamcstickets@gmail.com
More information & Tickets: www.brockhamchoral.org
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Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise
in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and
LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:
• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and
installation
• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerﬂushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water
systems and shower pumps

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk
www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley
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Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the

RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM
Hatching grass snakes!

temperature in the summer – not
too warm or too hot, so I decided
to leave them there and wait. To be
honest I wasn’t hopeful!

A couple of months ago I became
the responsible parent of 15 grass
snake eggs that had unfortunately
been disturbed from a compost
heap where they had been laid.

A week went by but no sign of life – I
checked them every day and made
sure the compost remained damp
and then one day when I was away
from the office I got a text from a
colleague ‘one of your grass snakes
has hatched!’, I instantly felt like a
proud mummy.
I released the perfectly formed little
grass snake near our pond - grass
snakes are immediately independent
from birth. The pond (due to our
management) is a perfect place for
them, compost heaps, dead wood
piles, lots of cover and a plentiful
supply of food.

Grass snake eggs

The eggs, which I must confess I have
never seen before were strange
indeed - not like an egg as I knew it.
They were quite soft, had a leatherlike feel to them and some were
stuck together in a small cluster. Not
able to return them I took on the task
of ‘Hatcher of Eggs’.
I did some research but there wasn’t
really much information out there
and tended towards complicated
and expensive incubators. In the end
I found a suitable plastic container
that I used to rear some baby mice
a while back (that’s another story!!)
and filled it with some composting
material and buried the eggs.

Baby grass snake

But I still had 14 left and I worried
why the others hadn’t hatched?
However, my fears were put rest as
over the next couple of weeks my
babies hatched one by one. Happy
‘Hatcher of Eggs’ was I.

Our office (an old farm) is a constant
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable
cleaners who can solve all your
household chores.
Working in Westcott for 12 years.
Local references available.

Phone 07590 276238

01306 711293

edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926,
Capel-based
and family owned
• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves
• Contact us
for your FREE
estimate...
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
Fascinating Fungi
Having recently been working in
the woods it’s hard to miss all the
amazing fungi that is fruiting.
Fungi are not plants, and neither are
they animals. Unlike plants, which
convert the sun’s energy into food,
fungi feed on other plant and animal
material and do not need sunlight;
they use enzymes to dissolve their
food before they absorb it.
The fungi that we commonly identify
as mushrooms or toadstools are in
fact the short-lived fruiting bodies
of fungi preparing to release their
spores. The rest of the fungus is
made up of a mycelium, or web, of
fine threads in the soil, tree or dead
leaves.

Stinkhorn

Some mushrooms can release
2.7 billion spores a day. Other
mushrooms, like the stinkhorns, smell
of rotting meat – this attracts flies,
which then carry the spores away.

All mushrooms are fungi but not all
fungi are mushrooms. The kingdom
of Fungi also includes yeasts, slime
molds, rusts and several other types
of related organisms.

Many people are fascinated by
mushrooms because some are
edible but beware some are
deadly poisonous, and some have
hallucinogenic properties.

The mycelium of a single fungus can
be huge – a honey fungus found in
America, which infects trees, was
thought to be between 2,400 and
8,500 years old and covered about
10 square kilometres of the forest.

The edible mushroom is very
nutritious. Differing species can be
a good source of vitamin B along
with essential minerals such as
copper and potassium. While the
fat, carbohydrates and salt content
is very low. A single Portabella

The top of a mushroom is called
the cap – inside are gills, where it
produces spores, instead of seeds.
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Dorking Friends of Cancer Research UK

Quiz
Night
Saturday 16 November 2019
7.30pm for 7.45pm start
Oddfellows Hall, 270 High St, Dorking RH4 1QT
Tickets £12
Fish & Chip Supper
Vegetarian option on request
Bring your own drinks
For tickets in advance call 01306 881364 or
01306 882759
or email dfcancerresearchuk@btinternet.com

Together we will beat cancer
Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666)
and the Isle of Man (1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
mushroom
can
contain
potassium than a banana!

Fungi also have many other uses.
The razor-strop is a common bracket
fungus and when dried out, can
be used to sharpen blades and
was once used by watchmakers to
polish moving components. It also
has antibacterial properties.

more

There are plenty of books on how
to identify edible mushrooms, but
only ever eat a mushroom if you are
certain of its identity and that it is
safe.

Before the invention of synthetic
dyes, mushrooms were widely used
for dyeing wool and other natural
fibres. Mushroom dyes are organic
compounds and produce strong,
vivid colours.

One of our deadliest fungi is the
death cap. This fungus has a plain
appearance and looks very similar
to many edible mushrooms, but it
hides a nasty secret. It contains a
high concentration of poisonous
amatoxin, which breaks down the
enzymes responsible for your cell
metabolism. That can be fatal, so
best all round to avoid this one!

Amanda
National Trust Area Ranger
amanda.barnicoat@nationaltrust.org.uk
Office: 01306 640062

Razor-strop
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LOCAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING COMPANY

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames
Paper Hanging

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
TRADITIONAL
• BEDS CARPENTRY & JOINERY

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

J.A. JOINERY

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

• TRADITIONAL
LEDGED
DOORS
FRIENDLY,
RELIABLE AND
TRUSTWORTHY
• WINDOWS
FOR
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
• TIMBER
FRAMING
CALL
JAMES ON
• WARDROBES
HOME: 01306 621193
• BESPOKE
GATES
MOB: 07989
585707
• CABINETS
EMAIL
: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
• KITCHENS
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk
• BEDS

07876 130 016

jhnsmthrs@aol.com
jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON

QRMW
popular Christmas at the Woodland
event which this year will be on Saturday
7th December starting at 11am. Fun
for all the family, with a treasure hunt
for the children who will receive a bag
of Christmas goodies, and a treasure
hunt for the Adults with goody bags of
Christmas Spirit! There will be stalls selling
Christmas crafts, cakes, a Christmas
tombola for the children, a toy stall (new
toys) a bottle tombola for the adults and
a Grand Christmas Raffle.

After a tremendously busy summer with
our 5th Anniversary, a Wedding at the
Woodland and our Charity Dinner/
Cabaret, it was quite pleasant to take
a big breath and enjoy doing some
maintenance at the woodland during
September. We had an enormous
amount of help from a local tree
surgeon and gardener who lives in
Albury, Mr Chris Holmes and Clive who
came along to the woodland recently
and worked very hard strimming and
tidying up the areas that had become
overgrown with brambles and weeds
during the summer months. It is now
looking lovely again.

The highlight of the day is when Father
Christmas arrives at the woodland with
his helpers and all the children can visit
him in his grotto to receive a gift. Tickets
are £7.50 per child, parents are free of
charge to come and just £3 to enter
the adults’ treasure hunt. All children
must be accompanied by a parent/
guardian. If the weather is kind to us
we will have Christmas Carols around
the Monument before going home.
Numbers are limited so please contact
Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk
to
register the children, Father Christmas
needs to know how many presents
to bring with him! All proceeds go to
the Memorial Fund to help those exservicemen in times of difficulty.

As we go into Autumn we are now
thinking about our Remembrance
Service which we always hold at the
woodland on
the 11th day
of the 11th
month and
this year that
will be on
a Monday.
Everyone is welcome to join us for our
service to remember those who fell
whilst serving during the World Wars
and in more recent conflicts which
took them away from our villages and
families never to return. We will gather
around the Monument at the Woodland
at 10.40am. Do come along to QRMW,
Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary
RH5 6LG, there is plenty of parking.

We look forward to seeing you at these
events to finish off what has been
another momentous year for The Quick
Response Memorial Woodland.

Plans are also underway for our very

69

Paul Cooling
Chairman
QRMW

Original Event Catering

Christmas Parties
Weddings
Anniversaries
Birthday Dinners
Charity Balls
Christenings
Product Launches
Takeaways
Canapes
Lunch Partys
Finger Buffets
Building Openings
Working Lunches
Memorials

info@jrcevents.com
www.jrcevents.com
01306 742159
unit 2 chapel lane works
chapel lane westcott
surrey RH4 3PJ

JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED
DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals),
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖ Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖ Denbies Wine Estate
❖ 8-year residency at Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖ Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and
many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very
reasonable…..why wait?
Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com

Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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LEITH HILL PLACE
Art and craft workshops
are
becoming
a
favourite at Leith Hill
Place.
Our
sconemaking workshops have
been sold out through
the summer, but luckily
we still have exciting
workshops to come.

By the end of November
our
thoughts
turn
to Christmas. On Tuesday 26th
November, 10am – 12.30pm, you can
learn how to make elegant willow
stars and trees for festive decorations,
led by popular willow weaver and
artist Nicki Rowling. All the materials
are included plus mulled wine or a
hot drink and a selection of sweet
festive treats. £40

is exhibiting a display of detailed
etchings depicting the majesty and
mystery of trees, while ‘The Fading
of the Light’, inspired by autumn at
Leith Hill Place, features the work of
over 20 artists. Both exhibitions are
free with admission.

Aside from the exhibitions, all
workshops and concerts advertised
must be booked in advance on
0344 249 1895 or on-line at www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/leithhill-place.

We also have a range of exhibitions
through the seasons. Artist Blaze Cyan

For
more
information
please call 01306 711685.

Anna Trenter
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Christmas shopping made easy
with AVON Stocking Fillers!
Hand Cream - Shower Gel - Nail Polish
Lip Balm - Perfume - After Shave
Cologne - Body Spray - Jewellery
Lip Gloss - Clothing - Moisturiser - and MORE
You can order products directly from my website or
I can visit you and drop off a catalogue and return to take your order.
All local deliveries are made by arrangement to ensure you receive
your goods at a time to suit you.
Visit my website: www.avon.uk.com/store/janw-shop
Call/Text: 01306 877 259 / O755 387 9336
Email me: janwylie5@gmail.com

MEET YOUR PEST CONTROL EXPERTS

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE survey for any

PETER HIGGS
Live Honeybee
Removal &
Pest Expert

OLIVER ALLEN
Woodworm,
Damp &
Pest Expert

of the below
• Fast response guaranteed
- call & quote code PGHWV1
• Experts in all species
• Dirty loft insulation clearance
• Stops pests returning
• Bird proofing
• Rodent proofing
• Wasp nests

Proud members of

Where reputation matters

www.pghpestcontrol.co.uk
sales@pghpestcontrol.co.uk

10 Smithbrook Kilns Business Park, Cranleigh, GU6 8JJ

PGH Ad A6 verion 4.indd 1
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PUZZLE
Part One
A Professor gives her team of three PhD students many
calculations to perform. The first student is the most
experienced and can complete the job on her own in
7 hours, the next would take 14 hours on his own, and
the last would take 28 hours working single handed
to complete the task. How long would the task take if
they all worked together?

Part Two
If the Professor has more helpers, but which follow the
same pattern of numbers to complete the task, what is
the absolute minimum time the task can take?
(For the answer see bottom of the page)

Professor Colin Turner
Professor of Engineering Education
School of Engineering

it can be shown, or intuition shows, that the numbers
in the bracket add to 2 (at most). In other words,
even with infinitely many people to count they do
2/7 of the job in one hour, so they will do the whole
job in 7/2 hours. That’s three hours and thirty minutes.

ALFA CHIMNEY SWEEPS
 CLEAN PROMPT WORK
 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

The second part is a little more tricky. Note
that 1/7 + 1/14 + 1/28 + 1/56 + ... is the same as
1/7 (1 + 1/2 + 1/4 + 1/8 + ...)

 FULLY INSURED
 SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR

OLD/PROBLEM CHIMNEYS

One way to tackle this is to consider how much work
they can do together in one hour. The first person
does 1/7 of the job, the second 1/14, and the last
1/28. Added these together gives 1/4. In other
words, together they can do 1/4 of the job in one
hour, so the whole job takes 4 hours.

 WEEKDAY & WEEKEND SERVICE

01306 883455

Answer
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Search for a word

remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
“remedial rooÞng”

•

Services
ROOF REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS

FLAT ROOFS

uPVC WORKS

moss removal,
repointing & lead-work

slate & tiled roof
replacements

traditional felt & GRP
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt &
guttering systems

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers.
Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via
customer feedback.

Average score

Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

10/10

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:
01306 304736 | 07852 833802

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk

www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

Live feed video roof inspections
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MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS
The autumn colours are glorious now but the trees will soon be losing their leaves
so do take this opportunity to try a walk with us and, if you like it, there are
plenty more that you can do! Part of the Ramblers Association, Mole Valley
Ramblers organises group walks across the heart of Surrey and further afield, on
weekdays and at weekends, with a range of distances from 4 to 10 miles and
levels from leisurely to strenuous, as shown below in the list of walks organised for
November. Visit www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk for full information, including
where to meet.

Leisurely – 4-4.5 miles
Monday 4th: A path to the sacred gothic fountain. 10.30am, 4 miles.
Monday 11th: Ranmore Common and Polesden Lacey. 10am, 4 miles.
Monday 18th: Gentle rambling on Ranmore. 10.30pm, 4.5 miles.
Sunday 24th: Denbies hillside and Ashcombe woods. 10am, 4 miles.
Moderate – 6-11 miles
Sunday 3rd: The big country. 9.30am, 6 miles.
Wednesday 6th: Heath and Hill – Albury to St Martha’s. 10am, 6.5 miles.
Saturday 9th: Leith Hill unbridled. 10am, 10 miles.
Sunday 10th: Around Newdigate on Remembrance Sunday. 9.30am, 7 miles.
Wednesday 13th: Bookham and Dorking Woods. 10am, 6.5 miles.
Saturday 16th October: Wildlife west of Standen. 10.15am, 9.5 miles.
Sunday 17th: What’s between Milton and Tanners? 9.30am, 7 miles.
Wednesday 20th: Assault of the Hillfort. 10am, 6 miles.
Sunday 24th: You may have been here before? 9.30am, 7 miles.
Wednesday 27th: Shere millennium trail (south). 10am, 6 miles.
Wednesday 27th: Tillingbourne-St Martha’s-Newlands Corner. 10am, 8 miles.
Saturday 30th: Gunpowder and deep silence. 10am, 11 miles.
Strenuous – 7-10 miles
Saturday 2nd: The Punch Bowl in its autumn glory. 10am, 9 miles.
Wednesday 6th: Stepping out from Shere. 10am, 8.5 miles.
Wednesday 13th: Holmbury hostelries. 10am, 7.5 miles.
Wednesday 20th: Headley Heath and Mickleham Downs. 10am, 7 miles.
Saturday 23rd: Pitch perfect. 10am, 10 miles
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RIVERBANK SURGERY
Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577
OPENING
TIMES:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Morning
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30
8:00 - 12:30

Evening
1:30 - 6:30
1:30 - 6:30
Closed
1:30 - 6:30
1:30 - 6:30

The emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage
158 - 160 South Street
Dorking
Surrey
RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050
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