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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy Deadline for 
May 2020 issue:
8th April 2020

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Hopefully by the time 
you read this the 
weather will have 
improved and be 
a bit dryer and less 
soggy underfoot. 

I hope you are all staying fit and 
healthy, and helping each other out 
where necessary. Keeping an eye on 
neighbours who may need shopping 
or just a word to see if they’re ok, which 
should be what we’re doing anyway, 
but perhaps that’s the silver lining 
to the current viral scare - that we 
become a more caring community 
(I’m hoping that by now the panic 

buying of toilet roll may have passed!)

With luck you will be able to get out 
to at least some of the events during 
April and over Easter, and enjoy spring 
in the Surrey Hills.  There are musical 
events and walks with the Mole Valley 
Ramblers among other things. 

It’s sad to see that Kam and Meena 
are selling up at the bakery, but we 
wish them well in the future and thanks 
for all the cakes over the years!

Happy Easter!
Cath

editor@westcottmag.com

Baby Meals

In March the Westcott Baby Meals volunteers 
catered for the family of Olivia-Rose who arrived 
in January 2020. Mum Bekki sends a big thanks 
to all who helped out. 

The Westcott Baby Meals Cooks have kindly 
catered for Westcott families for over 16 years, 
buying, cooking and delivering hundreds of 
meals over the years! It is such a highly valued 
gift at what is often a chaotic and difficult time 
as families adjust to their new arrival. 

If you are expecting a baby or know a family in the village that is, or if you 
would like to join the cooks’ list, please get in touch.

annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk or   07710 425487 
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EASTER:  JESUS THE KING – OF 
EVERYTHING

Apparently, in the 100 Years War, the 
English soldiers used to shout “The 
pope is French, but Jesus Christ is 
English.”  Perhaps an apt quote in 
these days of Brexit.  More to the 
point, the sentiment shows how 
tempting it is to try to 
fit Jesus into our own 
image. We probably 
don’t think today 
that Jesus Christ is 
an Englishman, but 
nonetheless we may 
want to make Him fit 
with our perceptions 
and lifestyle. 
We may want to box Jesus into 
something like being a “Good Moral 
Teacher” or we may respect Him for 
His good life and kind deeds - a Jesus 
that we can admire, and then leave 
aside to get on with our lives. But, the 
Jesus of the Bible does not allow us to 

do this.  The Jesus of the Bible is King 
– King of everything:  “life, art, the 
universe, justice, death, money….
politics, philosophy, culture…” – in 
the words of Tom Wright, Bible 
scholar.  We can try to make Jesus 
less than this, but we will always be 
conflicted if we ignore the reality 
that He has established. 
The Christian faith tells us that God’s 
Kingdom comes through God being 
man.  A man who contrary to all the 
expectations of Jesus’ day, was a 
man of humility, of humble service. 

God eschews the 
ways of domination 
and power. He 
shows that to be fully 
human means to be 
humble.  This is how 
evil is overcome – by 
Jesus, fully human, 
confronting the 

bastions of power of Evil.
In the events of Holy Week, Jesus cries 
out in bitter anguish, “Father, if you 
are willing, take this cup from me”. But 
the cup could not be taken. Evil must 
do its worst. Jesus experiences all of 
the forces of the Devil …the forces 
of anxiety, of being overwhelmed, 
betrayal, being completely let down, 
ridicule, torture, false accusation, 
misunderstanding, rejection, 
agonizing pain, abandonment, and 
the final enemy … death. The Devil 
arrays Jesus with all the powers of Sin 
and Death …and loses. God in Jesus 
accepts it all, bears the wounds …
and brings Resurrection. This is the 

LET GO OF YOUR PRIDE, ANY 

CONCEIT, AND JUST GIVE IN; 

LIVE AS A SUBJECT OF THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD, KNOWING 

JESUS’ POWER OVER ALL...

...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
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King we worship today … a King who 
was fully human, who was humble, 
who suffered, who loved, who brings 
the mighty power of Resurrection. 
This is a story so beyond imagination, 
you couldn’t make it up, so beyond 
the Jewish expectations in first century 
Israel/Palestine; that God should live 
as man, suffer and die would not, 
could not have occurred to anyone. 
And the account confounds all of 
the societal mores of the Roman 
Empire or, indeed any Empire/society 
up to that time - that to be fully 
human is not about power, force, 
coercion, wealth, self-indulgence 
was beyond understanding. The 
very idea of “humility” would have 
been anathema. The late American 
psychiatrist and author M.Scott Peck 
came to Christian faith in his adult 
years, being baptised at the age 
of 43.  When he was exploring faith, 
he first read the Gospels sceptically 
but he said:  “I discovered a man 

so incredibly real that no one could 
have made him up.”
 Jesus the King, who you couldn’t 
make up. And, as King, Jesus makes 
demands that only God makes. He 
tells us to “take up our own cross, 
and follow Him”, giving over our lives 
that we may find Life. He calls us to 
be subjects to His Lordship, to Him as 
King.
I pray that you will know the joy of 
so doing. Do not try the impossible 
in reducing Jesus to being “a good 
moral teacher”. Let go of your 
pride, any conceit, and just give in; 
live as a subject of the Kingdom of 
God, knowing Jesus’ power over all 
manifestations of evil, know His love, 
His forgiveness, acceptance.

A very blessed Easter to 
you all

...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
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EASTER AT THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN WESTCOTT
@  HOLY TRINITY (UNLESS STATED)

PALM SUNDAY  5th APRIL

  8.30 am    BCP Communion
  9.30 am         Breakfast  
10.15 am    Celebrate All-Age Communion
  6.00 pm    Evensong

HOLY WEEK

Mon 6th 8.30 am  Prayer
Tues 7th 8.30 am         Prayer
Weds 8th 10.00 am     Holy Communion @ St Johns
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  9th APRIL

8.30 am    Prayer @ St Johns

7.30 pm    Communion & “Gethsemane” - stripping of the altar.

GOOD FRIDAY 10th APRIL
 
9.30 am             Prayer @ St Johns

10.00  am           Procession with the Cross from St Johns

10.15 am            All-Age Worship @ Holy Trinity

2.00 pm              Vigil at the Cross

EASTER SUNDAY 12th APRIL

8.30 am   BCP Communion

10.15 am   Easter All-Age Celebration with Communion

6.00 pm   Evensong
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VOLUNTEERING

Volunteers, Volunteers .. and More Volunteers

Many thanks to the THIRTEEN people who have volunteered for new roles in 
our Church already this year:-

Church (Un) Locking:  Alan Beckett John Clachan  Peter Dunckley 
School Governor:  Three volunteers – post being filled.
Breakfast Co-ordinator:  Louise Scillitoe-Brown 
Sidesman 8.30 am:  Paul Goddard
Deanery Synod Representatives:Lisa Brady  Glynis Cranefield
Sound System:  Richard Hampton
Magazine Deliverer Watson Rd: Richard & Janice Jee

We need a few more volunteers to ensure the work of the Church can fully 
go on:

• Westfest – Coordinator(s) for Church presence
• Sidesman for 8.30 am (another needed) – monthly duty
• Breakfast Co-ordinator (to share the responsibility with Louise)
• New PCC (Church Council) members.
• Leaders/helpers for new “Pram Service”

If you can help with any of these roles, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Alan   Vicar   alchasjonas@aol.com
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WHAT’S ON AT THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

2020:  MONTHLY EVENING OF PRAYER

7.15 – 9.30 PM ST JOHNS

FOR THE CLIMATE CRISIS YOUR CHURCH…YOURSELF… 
OTHERS

7.15 – 7.35 pm Prayer – the Climate Emergency
            (Welcome to stay or leave at the end)

7.35 pm                                       Gather, refreshments

7.50 pm              Prayer – Church, You, Others   
                       including the opportunity for Prayer Ministry

9.30 pm                  Close

Dates:  20th April  18th May  15th June  20th July 17th August  21st September  
19th October 16th November                  

              21st December

The floodlighting for April has been sponsored anonymously.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey at 
sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk or on 01306 887413.  (Suggested donation of 
£75 to Westcott Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING  

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS  

Baptism:
1st March  Charlotte Ella Kay Lowe
   Elijah Noah Alexander
Marriage:
15th February  Adam Paul Ireland & Helena Alice Robinson

Death:
14th January  Mrs Dorothy Marion Miller (83)
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

Thursdays 8:30am Morning Prayer at St John’s

MID WEEK SERVICES

We run a regular programme of worship services and other activities 
for young and old.  All services at Holy Trinity unless otherwise stated.
Everyone is welcome as we build friendships and share life together!

8.30 am - a traditional Communion service with hymns and organ, unless 
stated.
10.15 am - a “parish” service, reflecting the people of the Church in Westcott, 
with organ and music group.  Creche and children’s activities every week.
6.00 pm - a quiet traditional service, usually “Evensong”, Communion with 
prayer for healing monthly. 

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM 6:00PM
5th 
April

Palm Sunday Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Celebrate 
Breakfast 
Communion

Evensong

12th 
April

Easter Day Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Celebrate 
Breakfast 
Communion

Holy 
Communion 
with Prayer for 
Healing

19th 
April

Preacher’s 
Choice

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion
No music

Morning Worship Evensong

26th 
April

Vision & Review 
Annual Meeting

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Parish 
Communion

Evensong

Evening Service
Back to 6 pm for the Summer - April – October (Not August)

A lovely, reflective way to end the week-end.
Let’s keep an evening service going in Westcott !
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AND WE NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE!
We know it’s months away but Summer diaries fill up quickly, 

so we’re hoping we can make sure WESTfest is on your radar! 

Are you able to give an hour to help? 

We are looking for marshals to give out programmes. 

Or perhaps you’d be happy to man the Raffle or cover the cash desk 

for our fabulous Bucking Bronco and Shooting Gallery. 

We’d be happy for children over 10 years to help an adult in these 

roles, so family pairs are very welcome to join in the fun!

 (please note raffle tickets can’t be sold to or by under 16s). 

If you think you can spare some time 

please email Anna at annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk or 

go to signupgenius.com and search for sign-ups created by 

annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk

         THANK YOU… and YEE’HA!

   Sunday 28th June ~ 12-4pm
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As daylight hours at last outnumber the darker ones the Reading Room gears  
up for warmer and hopefully less wet weather. Thanks go to Frances Robinson 
from local catering company JRC for kindly donating more glass tumblers for our 
kitchen so we can all drink more excellent Westcott tap water. Thank you also 
to Jacki Moss and the Westcott Wives for donating some fun looking tea towels 
to refresh our inventory there. An ongoing program of plumbing maintenance 
has fixed a number of leaks and replaced some long overdue culprits in both 
sets of toilets.

Our lovely donated piano is still very under-used so if anyone 
would like to offer lessons or make more use of this well-tuned 
musical instrument do let us know.

If you are thinking of a local fund-raising or 
celebration event, then do consider using 
the Reading Room facilities particularly 
over the weekend when we have above-
average availability with plenty of car 
parking on site. We have enjoyed many 
more children’s parties so far in 2020 
and the portable sound system works 
well for karaoke too, alongside our faster 
speed broadband for that all-important 
streaming.

Elsewhere in this magazine you will read of the progress being made by the Joint 
Working Party (JWP). Like all major plans these take time and much planning to 
develop and the JWP Chairman Bernd will continue keep the village informed 
with progress.

To ensure we do our bit to contain the spread of the Coronavirus epidemic we 
would ask all users of the Reading Room to ensure they wash their hands well 
and wash up any used kitchen items to a high standard.

More information from the Reading Room website www.westcottreadingroom.
org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636. 

Alan Reif 
Chairman

          READING ROOM



12

OPEN MORNING
Prep and Senior School

Wednesday 5 February  
& Wednesday 6 May, 9.30am

Apply now for 2021 entry

www.manorhouseschool.org   |   01372 457077

A N  I N D I V I D U A L  A P P R O A C H  T O  A C A D E M I C  S U C C E S S

“...the girls both work hard and play hard, with results to match.”
The Good Schools Guide

36200 Manor House Open Morning Flyer A5 portrait.indd   1 20/12/2019   15:13
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         WESTCOTT WOMEN’S GROUP W W The Westcott Women’s Group 

 A wet, windy night on March 4th saw 
a good turnout of members despite 
the weather, and the effort was well 
worthwhile! Before the main talk of the 
evening, we had a short introduction by 
Justine Webber, one of Darcy Bussell’s 
instructors, who is keen to start a Zumba 
class in the village. This could be at the 
end of March, probably around 7pm on 
Tuesday evenings. Please contact me 
if you are interested (details below) or 
Elizabeth Bradley.

This was followed by an extremely 
interesting presentation by Hannah 
Mayo who covered the subject of 
climate change, and what we can do 
to rectify some of the mistakes made 
since the industrial revolution! Although 
Hannah leads the ECO Church team, 
this is something that everyone needs 
to do, whatever their beliefs. There were 
some references to the Church and 
how religion overlaps with the need to 
make changes, but we need to think 
about our neighbours, not just here in 
the Surrey Hills but across the planet, of 
those who are being devastatingly and 
disproportionately affected, right now.

Her presentation was well prepared 
with statistics, with 2019 being the 

second hottest year in earth’s recorded 
history there’s a very high chance of 
ecosystems being threatened, coral die 
off, arctic ice sheets melting, coastal 
flooding, and generally more extreme 
weather events more often. Add to this 
food insecurity….climate refugees….
water scarcity….drought….air pollution 
and it is obvious that this all needs to be 
addressed in positive ways. Some of her 
suggestions were in our everyday lives, 
from recycling and avoiding single use 
plastics, to buying fewer clothes and 
cutting down on car and plane travel. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday April 
1st, and whilst there is some doubt about 
the intended Butterfly conservation, it 
is hoped that we will have an equally 
colourful alternative.
                                                                                                                                                   
In May another afternoon of croquet 
and other games in Angela Deloford’s 
delightful garden is planned, and for 
June we are hoping to arrange a visit to 
Leonardslee to see 
the rhododendrons 
which should be in 
full bloom then.  

Meetings are at St John’s Chapel, 
from 7.30pm first Wednesday of the 
month, teas and coffee included in the 
annual £15 or £4 on the night, with wine 
available for which we ask donations 
of £1. Everyone is welcome, and further 
details can be obtained from Jacki 
Moss, johnjacki.moss@btinternet.com

Jacki Moss
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As always, both sites continue to be a 
hive of activity. Don’t forget to follow 
us on Twitter and Facebook, to see 
daily life at Surrey Hills All Saints. You 
can share in the amazing learning 
opportunities the children experience.  
Twitter: @SurreyAllSaints, Facebook: 
Surrey All Saints  

Here are some of the highlights.

Quicksticks Hockey at St John’s, 
Dorking 
First place! Congratulations to our 
Quicksticks team who won the Dorking 
School hockey tournament that took 
place on 4th March 2020. Thank you 
St Johns Primary School, Dorking for 
hosting. Next stop County Finals. Good 
luck to the team.

 

Viking Writing!
An important part of developing 
our writing at Surrey Hills All Saints, is 
giving children opportunities to edit, 
improve and publish their work.  Year 6 
produced some fantastic work during 
the last half term.  Being on display in 
classrooms and corridors means those 
in school can admire but, with social 

media, we are able to share more 
widely – with parents and beyond.  
Having tweeted the displays, the 
author of Viking Boy, Tony Bradman, 
re-tweeted and commented on how 
impressed he was.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Viking Longships
As the culmination 
to our Viking 
learning, before 
half-term years 5 
and 6 researched, 
designed and 
constructed longships. In small groups, 
they worked collaboratively to solve all 
sorts of construction problems in their 
journey to produce a stable ship with 
mast, sail and oars. 

The results were fantastic – the children 
were very proud of their efforts - and 
it was 
lovely to 
share the 
m o d e l s 
w i t h 
m a n y 
parents.  
 

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Thames Water Talk
As part of Years 5 and 6 introduction to 
their new learning theme, Greg from 
Thames Water entertained the children 
with fascinating facts.  During the talk, 
the children learnt that water is ‘alien’, 
precious and ancient.  They also learnt 
how water is cleaned, how to use 
less and how to help to keep sewers 
from blocking. Every child received 
a four minute shower timer and other 
goodies.

“I now know 
you can’t 
flush flushable 
wipes.” (Ruby – 
year 6)

“There could be water in our bodies 
that a dinosaur could have had in its               
body”. Callum – year 5).
 

Where does our food go? 
Years 3 and 4 had an exciting week, 
preparing their own healthy lunch, 
consisting of pasta bake with a side 
salad and to finish a colourful fresh fruit 
salad. 

“It was a cool 
experience” Daisy
“I enjoyed eating the 
fruit salad, I ate ten 
bowls” Clarence
“I enjoyed making a 
meal with my friends” Sascha
I loved cooking especially the fruit 
salad” Alia
“It was scrumilicious” Florence
      
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic
Our annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic joint 
fundraiser with Peaslake Free School is 
taking place on Friday 8th May, from 12 
to 4pm at Abigner Hammer.  The theme 
for this year is VE Day, there will be a 
wide variety of stalls and fun activities 
for all to take part in. All are welcome 
and we hope you will be able to join us 
at this amazing event.

Squidge and Splat 
Don’t forget every 
Wednesday in term 
time, we are welcoming 
babies and toddlers to 
a messy play session, at 
the Abinger site. There is 
a different theme every 
week so if you have a baby or toddler, 
please do drop into the weekly session. 
More details can be found on our 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages.  
 

Mrs Jennie Ratcliff
Headteacher

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)



16

Mobile Personal Training & Coaching
REVITALISE FITNESS

Dorking | Surrey Hills

www.revitalisefitness.com
M: 07858 731890 | E: info@revitalisefitness.com

Fitness, nutrition & motivation
Coaching for people who want to

save time and achieve more!

No time for gyms? Struggle with motivation,
feel tired or out of shape? But...you want to

look and feel great?

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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JOB VACANCY

We are looking for an enthusiastic and motivated Learning Support Assistant 
to join the Surrey Hills Team.  

Our children are looking for a Learning Support Assistant who will work with 
them for the morning session and support their social and emotional skills  
during lunchtime. There is also an option for this role to include the 
supervision of the morning breakfast club, therefore specific working hours 
to be agreed at interview.
  
This role is for the school week, Monday through to Friday during term time 
only. Salary is on the academy pay scale point 3 £16,661 to £18,406 (full 
time equivalent).

Surrey Hills is an exciting and vibrant place to work. We are committed 
to high standards and a real sense of community. We will be offering you 
supportive staff, engaging children and training opportunities appropriate 
to the role. 

Visits to the school are warmly welcomed prior to application, please 
contact the school office to arrange a tour. Further details of the Person 
Specification, Job description and application form can be found on the 
‘vacancy’ page on our school website. 

Closing date: 20th April 2020     
Interviews: Week beginning 27th April     
Start date:  To be confirmed

Surrey Hills All Saints Primary School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment. Posts are subject to enhanced 
DBS disclosure.

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
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Tony 07932 798 419Odette 07889 770 397

www.forbesandschuster.co.ukwww.forbesandschuster.co.uk

Dog Walking   Pet Taxi    Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks

Wide range of dog grooming services

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Forbes & Schuster

 
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk  
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk  
Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
/DenbiesWineEstate

Follow us on twitter
@denbiesvineyard

England’s Largest Vineyard 
Denbies Wine Estate

                   Denbies Vineyard Hotel 
    17 en-suite rooms,in the heart of the estate 
                     
                     The Vineyard Restaurant 
           with magnificent views over the vines is 
              OPEN EVERY EVENING FOR DINNER 
                             6.30pm - 9pm  
       For information on Denbies Special Events 
                                 Visit www.denbies.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

Future Mole Valley – 
Village Open Meeting

Thank you to everyone 
who braved a filthy 

night to attend the Open Meeting 
on 5th March. The discussion and 
comments were constructive and 
challenging and I urge everyone to 
follow this up with personal comments 
directly to Mole Valley via the web-
site - at www.futuremolevalley.org.
The WVA will have circulated the 
minutes of the meeting and published 
its formal reply to the Council which 
it was asked to do. Both will be 
found on the WVA web-site www.
westcottvillage.com 

Speeding and Noise Campaign

Speed: If you do not 
already have one, 
please display one 
of our car stickers 
in your car urging 
drivers to observe the 

30mph though the village; these are 
available at the Riverbank surgery, 

Surrey Hills School (Westcott site), and 
St John’s Community Centre. The 
more that are on display the greater 
the chance other drivers will get the 
message!!

Thank you to those who completed 
the questionnaire; we will be providing 
feedback on the results in April.

Noise: Again, if 
you have not 
already done so, 
please go on-line 
to sign the Surrey-

wide petition to press the Department 
for Transport and the Highways 
Authorities to take action on excessive 
motorbike noise through our villages. 

Please sign the petition on line at 
https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/
DAAENS2019/ and encourage others 
to do so; we need more people to 
sign up to ensure that this blight on our 
villages and countryside is stopped. 

Mickleham village residents have 
suffered particularly badly as riders 
avoid the Average Speed Cameras 
on the Mickleham bends by riding 
at speed along Old London Road 
through the village. The Police 
acknowledge this and recognise that 
bike riders now find other stretches 
of road to speed on – the A25 out of 
Westcott being one of them!
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Fancy trying a new summer

SP   RT?
Now is your  
chance to try  
Stoolball...

Still confused?
Scan this and 
watch a video:

Come and have a go (or look)  
at our ‘open to all’ training day:

SUNDAY 19th APRIL 
10am til 12.00pm
Where: Holmbury St Mary Cricket Club
(Holmbury Hill Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6NR)

Who: Females (sorry lads) aged 14+  
(no age limit!)

Stoolball is an exciting  
team sport, similar to  

Twenty20 cricket. Two teams  
compete to score the most  

runs. You can find out more at:  
www.stoolball.org.uk

More Info? Contact Suellen at Holmbury Stoolball Club on 07866 777643
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
Prudential Ride London

The WVA is planning to apply in the 
charity ballot for up to 20 places in 
the 2021 Prudential Ride London 100 
race with the intention of making any 
it is granted available to Westcott 
residents at cost. The registration 
process is expected to open this 
autumn. By applying as a charity, 
it is hoped that people who have 
approached the WVA about places in 
the past, and who have been unlucky 
in getting a place in the individual 
ballot, will be able to take part.                                                       

Depending on the outcome of the 
current consultation on the future of 
the race (which should be known by 
the end of April), the 2021 race may 
be the last opportunity to ride this 
classic event and raise money for your 
chosen charity.

Change of meeting dates

Next Open Meeting Thursday 21st May 

– St John’s Community Centre (Hall) 
moved from 28th May.

AGM Thursday 8th October 2020 – Holy 
Trinity Church, Westcott moved from 
15th October.

And finally…

Can I remind you please to take a 
moment to amend your Membership 
subscription standing order to the new 
Bank Account. 
Account Name:  Westcott Village Association
Sort Code:    82-11-07
Account Number: 20072790
You can also go online to www.
westcottvillage.com and click on the 
Pay/Renew button. You can pay with 
any debit card – you don’t have to 
have a PayPal account to do this.

Please do it now while it is in your 
mind! The annual subscription is £10 
per household, but if you would like to 
pay a little more, and can afford it, this 
is always welcome, and all the money 
is put towards projects which benefit 
the village.

As always, you are invited to write to 
me on issues which concern you, and 
the WVA will do their best to address 
them. 

Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village Association

timway.westcott@gmail.com 



22

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@thetreeassociatessurreyltd.co.uk 

0800 1978490 
Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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           WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
The meeting on 12 March – Photos Past and Present – shown by John Clachan, 
will be reported on in the May Village Mag. There is no meeting in April. Our next 
meeting will be in St Johns Hall on Tuesday 12th May at the usual time of 8pm 
and is expected to be a film show of ‘Britain on Film – Rural Life – a historical 
record of how rural life used to be’. It was made by the Independent Cinema 
Office, which has begun making historical films about different aspects of life in 
Britain for use by Community Groups such as ours. If this proves appealing we 
may be able to use some of their future films.   

Roger Christian  

                                                                                                                                                           THE DORKING GROUP OF ARTISTS

                                                                                                                                                                              Spring Exhibition 
Betchworth Village Hall,  RH3 7JD

1st - 3rd May    10 am - 5 pm    
(open until 4pm on the last day)

The Dorking Group of Artists, one of the largest art groups 
in Surrey, will be holding its popular Spring Exhibition

     at Betchworth Village Hall. Over two hundred paintings, 
drawings, prints and mixed media works in a variety of 
different styles are being exhibited by the members, many of whom  

are professional artists. All artwork exhibited is for sale including a  
large selection of unframed works and cards. 

       About the Dorking Group of Artists 

The Dorking Group of Artists meets for a vibrant programme of activities 
on Tuesday afternoons at Beare Green Village Hall from September to 

Easter, and there is an exciting programme of outdoor painting during the 
summer months. There are also a number of Saturday workshops given 
by professional artists. Membership is open to artists of all abilities, from 

beginners to professional artists and costs just £25 a year.  
www.dga.org.uk               Twitter @DorkingArtists  

Facebook     Dorking Group of Artists
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Farm shop Monday to Saturday 9am-6pm  Sunday 10am-4pm 
Flower shop Tuesday to Saturday 9am-5pm

 LOCAL food & drink • LOCAL flowers • LOCAL delivery service

‘Kingfisher’

       Farm Shop
01306 730703
info@kingfisherfarmshop.com 

One a penny 
two a penny 

Enjoy your Easter

king march 20 A6  .qxp_Layout 1  03/03/2020  09:02  Page 1

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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Statement on behalf of the Trustees of 
The Hut, the Trustees of the Reading 
Room and the partners of Dorking 
Medical Practice. 

I can report further progress in the 
plans to develop a new village hall 
and doctors’ surgery in Westcott.  
Dorking Medical Practice, which 
now operates Riverbank Surgery, has 
received preliminary confirmation 
from the relevant NHS authorities 
that the NHS recognises the need to 
retain a surgery in Westcott.  Formal 
commitment by the NHS is conditional 
on a number of further procedural 
hurdles, such as production by the 
doctors of a detailed business case 
and approval of financial parameters 
by the District Valuer, but nevertheless 
the concept has taken a significant 
step forward. 

The Trustees of the Hut and of the 
Reading Room met with the partners 
of Dorking Medical Practice on Friday, 
28 February.  At such meeting the 
doctors unanimously confirmed their 
personal commitment to owning and 
operating a modern, purpose-built 
medical facility on part of the site now 
occupied by the Hut.  As soon as the 
next step in the NHS decision making 
process is completed, which it is hoped 
will occur in mid-March, the doctors 
will commence discussions with their 
bankers on raising the necessary 
finance to cover site-acquisition and 

construction costs. 

At the same meeting the trustees of 
the Hut and of the Reading Room 
committed to commence a legal 
process intended to bring about a 
merger of the two charities which own 
the sites in Furlong Road and Institute 
Road.  A merger will make it easier to 
push forward with the redevelopment 
proposals as a single plan.  Such a 
merger will need approval from the 
residents of Westcott, who are the 
beneficiaries of the two charities. The 
merger process will take some time, 
but in due course the trustees will 
publish their detailed proposals, invite 
comments from residents and then 
hold such meetings as will be needed. 

In parallel with the steps I have already 
outlined, the trustees and the doctors 
will work with our planning consultants 
to obtain outline planning permission 
for these proposals.  We wish to ensure 
that these are widely supported in 
the village and intend to hold one or 
more information meetings as soon 
as we have worked up more detailed 
plans with the planning consultants 
and the specialist architects who are 
advising the doctors on the specific 
requirements of the new surgery 
building. 

Bernd Ratzke
Chairman, Joint Working Party

THE HUT & THE READING ROOM UPDATE
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
who spots an offender to share details 
about the offence and upload a 
dashcam photo.

What the council needs from you:

• what was littered
• when and where it took place
• details of who littered from the 
vehicle for example driver, front 
passenger, rear offside or nearside 
passenger
• whether you are aware who did it - 
for example name and address of the 
person responsible
• description of the vehicle involved
• vehicle registration
• description of the person who littered 
(if available)
• visibility and weather conditions at 
the time it took place
• any other information you have to 
help us identify the person responsible
• willingness to provide a witness 
statement if the case goes to 
prosecution
• You can upload any photos or video 
footage via the form as supporting 
evidence.

Future Mole Valley

I wanted to 
start this month 
by thanking 
everyone from 
Westcott that 
took part in the 
council’s Future 

Mole Valley consultation. 

The tremendous volume of responses 
now need to be fully analysed as it is 
vital that the council gets the plan right 
for the local generations to come.

Littering from Vehicles

Littering from a vehicle is against the 
law, and an offender faces a penalty 
notice of up to £100 if caught in the 
act.

The Council is asking for your help, by 
reporting littering, to keep our local 
area clean.

You can report littering from a vehicle 
using the easy-to-use facility to report 
littering online at www.molevalley.
gov.uk/littering. This allows anyone 
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St John’s Chapel Café 
Every Monday morning 

9.15-11.45 
A warm, friendly welcome, superb cheese scones and homemade 

cakes with a selection of teas and coffees. All welcome and right on 
the doorstep! ☺  

 

Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALFA CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  

 CLEAN PROMPT WORK 
 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 FULLY INSURED 
 SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR 

OLD/PROBLEM CHIMNEYS 
 WEEKDAY & WEEKEND SERVICE 
  

              01306 883455 

Snowdrops
Signs of 
spring 

along the 
Greensand 
Way near 
Rookery 

Drive, taken 
by Jacki 

Moss
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Housing Assistance Grants

H o u s i n g 
A s s i s t a n c e 
grants relate to 
mandatory and 
d i sc ret ionary 
grants that are 
provided by 
the council in 

accordance with set criteria.

The Disabled Facilities Adaptation and 
Private Housing Improvement service 
is open to homeowners or private 
tenants in Mole Valley who meet any 
criteria of being aged 70 or more, have 
a disability, are vulnerable in some 
other way, or are on a means-tested 
benefit. The opportunities include:

• The adaptation of disabled peoples’ 
homes to enable them to live 
independently in their own homes for 
longer and ensure their homes are 
suitable for their needs

• Assist for Mole Valley residents to 
achieve early discharge from hospital 
back to their homes, to minimise bed 
blocking and support health outcomes 
and recovery from illness.

• A subsidised home repair service 
through a Handy Person Service to 
enable residents to maintain a safe 
and secure home environment.

Mandatory Disabled Facilities Grant
The Council has a statutory obligation 
to administer mandatory Disabled 
Facilities Grants (DFGs) to provide aids 
and adaptations to enable disabled 
residents to live independently in their 
own homes. 

The eligibility criteria, scope of the 
works and general requirements 
governing DFGs are prescribed by the 
Government and the Council is unable 
to deviate from these requirements.

The Council is required to administer 
DFGs to all eligible applicants 
irrespective of their tenure, with 
the exception that DFG funding is 
not available to use on properties 
owned by councils. The Council 
aims to work collaboratively with 
housing associations to fund aids and 
adaptations within social housing.

In some cases the extent of the 
aids and adaptation required for a 
disabled applicant is extensive. The 
total cost of the work may exceed 
the amount available under the DFG 
regime. Where the additional funding 
cannot be met by Surrey County 
Council, the housing association 
(where applicable) or the disabled 
resident and all other sources have 
been exhausted, consideration will be 
given to providing the necessary top-
up funds.
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

 
PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Assistance to Facilitate Hospital 
Discharge
This grant is available to fund those 
essential aids or minor works required 
to enable a patient to return home 
from hospital.
Where a Mole Valley resident is 
awaiting discharge from hospital but 
is unable to return home because 
additional aids are required to make 
the home safe, funding is available for 
these emergency improvements.

Home Improvement Agency & 
Handyperson Service
The Council provides a dedicated 
service for elderly and disabled 
residents who need extra help to 
undertake repairs and/or adaptations 
to their homes. Mole Valley uses a 
local Home Improvement Agency 
(HIA), Millbrook Healthcare, to assist 
with the grant process.

They have the 
HIA Quality Mark 
and will visit your 
property to help 
with forms and to 
obtain quotes. 
The officers and 
surveyors visit 
the client in their 

own home to:

• assist with completing application 
forms

• undertake the financial check to 
establish the client’s eligibility for grant
• meet with the Occupational Therapist 
(OT) to agree how the adaptation will 
be done in accordance with the OT 
assessment.
• prepare schedules of work, detailed 
drawings and contract documents. 
• help in finding suitable and reliable 
builders/ contractors and in obtaining 
competitive quotes. 
• supervise the works and
• Obtain the required Local Authority 
Planning and Building Regulations 
approvals where necessary for more 
major works

The HIA also provides the Handy 
Person Service. For more information 
on any of these grants and services 
please contact call Mole Valley District 
Council on 01306 885001 or email env.
health@molevalley.gov.uk

Queen Elizabeth II Playing Fields

Back in 2012 the council took part 
in The Queen Elizabeth II Fields 
Challenge, which was headed by its 
patron, the Duke of Cambridge. 

Three sites locally were dedicated to 
become Queen Elizabeth II Playing 
Fields - Ashtead Recreation Ground 
and Cock Lane Recreation Ground in 
Fetcham; together with our Cradhurst 
Recreation Ground.
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www.dorkingtaxis.co.uk

For quotes or to make a booking
email us on: Enquiries@dorkingtaxis.co.uk

01306 88 55 33

4 / 6 / 8 Seaters

Airport specialists

Ferry ports & Eurostar

Courier services available

Home to School Transport service available

Long distance journeys welcome
All drivers & vehicles are fully vetted by MVDC
& Surrey County Council

Lady drivers available on request

All major card payments accepted
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)

 

The council worked in partnership 
with Fields in Trust to support their goal 
of protecting outdoor recreational 
spaces as a permanent, tangible 
legacy from both The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee and the London 
2012 Olympics.

Fields in Trust is the only independent 
UK-wide organisation dedicated to 
protecting and improving outdoor 
space for sport, play and recreation.

The trust aims to ensure that everyone - 
young or old, living in an urban or rural 
area, able or disabled - has free, local 
facilities for healthy outdoor activities.

As the sun comes out and the summer 
months approach I know that more 
and more families will once again 
make use of Cradhurst. When doing 
so it is important to look after your, and 
your children’s, skin. One way to do 
this is to follow the OK Code.

The Outdoor Kids Sun Safety Code is 
the only sun protection initiative for 
children’s sport and outdoor activity. 
Fields in Trust joins over 100 national 
governing bodies of sport and major 
outdoor organisations in actively 
supporting the campaign.

With skin cancer the UK’s most 
common and fastest growing cancer, 
the campaign urges individuals and 
groups who are outdoors with children 
to review their sun policies to ensure 
they create impact.

You can find out all about the code at 
https://oksunsafetycode.com and you 
can download their useful free app 
the UV Widget which will update you 
on the weather and UV Index and tell 
you how to sun protect accordingly.

James Friend
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   Christian Aid Week is 10th - 16th May 2020.

Droughts are now more frequent and intense due to the climate crisis.  In 
Kenya people like Rose and her family and millions of others are struggling to 
get enough food and water. 

With every gift, we help Rose stop this 
climate crisis.   

In Kenya, the rains haven’t come. 
Again. For villagers who farm the 
land, that means life is getting even 
harder. Rivers are bone dry, and 
crops wither in the fields. The drought 
is starving people of food, water and 
the chance to earn a living. 

At 67 years of age, Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her grandchildren. 
She tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers from when she was a 
girl: when the rivers flowed with water and the crops bore fruit. Grandmother 
Rose shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple earth dam, built with the help of 
Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could completely change her 
life. This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of thousands 
of our supporters who give, act and pray to stop the climate crisis driving 
people like Rose to hunger. 

This Christian Aid Week (10-16 May), the house-to-house collection takes 
place in Westcott.  Please:

• Give generously to help Rose and her community build a water dam, 
providing fresh water to help families survive the drought. 

• Act to call for a New Deal for Climate Justice to help restore creation and 
build a world where everyone can thrive. 

• Pray for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that, as a global 
community, we will care for people living in poverty.  

Join us at caweek.org

Photo credit: Christian Aid/ Adam Finch
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This half term 
we have been 
focusing on 
s p r i n g t i m e , 
learning about 
bugs/minibeasts, 

their life cycles and the story of The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar. We have 
been practising number and counting 
skills, making our own pompom 
caterpillars as well as experimenting 
with mark making and colour. 

 
Despite the changing 
weather, we have 
been embracing the 
fact that springtime 
is here!  We had our 
own role play garden 
centre, planted seeds 
in the compost in the 

tuff tray and made our own Daffodil 
pictures for St David’s Day. We also 
celebrated Shrove Tuesday by making 
our own pancakes with Hayley.  For 
World Book Day we dressed up as 
book characters and enjoyed sharing 
our favourite books and stories. 

At Forest school we have been 
practising our hammering skills, 
spotting lots of signs of spring…catkins, 
daffodils, buds on the trees, snowdrops 
along with 
playing in the 
hammock and 
having our 
campfire!  We’ve 
headed out on 

rainy walks to hunt for puddles, visit 
the cows and much to the children’s 
delight we even spotted a big red 
tractor on one of our walks!

Cooking with Henny is always our 
favourite Wednesday morning activity 
and some of things we have made 
include colourful mini pizza, jam and 
scones which were for our Mother’s 
Day tea party!

In March, Waitrose kindly added us to 
their Community Matters green token 
scheme.  Thank you to those of you 
who put tokens into our slot towards 
our Nursery. Abinger Common  
Nursery is a charity and without 
kind donations and support from 
our Community we would struggle 
like many pre-schools sadly have. 
The money donated by Waitrose 
and raised from our Valentine’s Day 
hamper we raffled off in February 
will be going to buying Forest School 
equipment, in particular a Rocket 
Stove for outdoor cooking.

Emma Powell

              ABINGER NURSERY  
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Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 



37

VICTORIA’S LITTLE BRA SHOP

I went to meet Vanessa and Victoria 
at the lingerie emporium at the top 
of West Street, to find out how such 
a niche shop can be so successful, 
when bigger and more diverse retail 
shops are closing down all over the 
country.

This mother and daughter team 
opened in Dorking nearly 6 years ago, 
and have been working together 
ever since, though this was the first 
enterprise they had done together.  
“What started you off?” I asked.  

“We began because we realised that 
there isn’t another shop specialising 
in lingerie, anywhere close. Victoria’s 
cousin had opened a shop in Yarm, 
in North Yorkshire, and it was very 
successful. So we decided to take a 
leap of faith and try for ourselves here 

in Dorking.” Mum Vanessa laughed, 
“We were very grateful for that family 
knowledge when it came to choosing 
which brands to stock.”

I looked around at this tiny shop, full 
of pretty things, from silky nighties, to 
sports underwear, and realised that 
just choosing what to stock was a key 
decision. “How do you differentiate 
yourselves from the big departments 
stores and the chain stores?” I asked.  
(Google tells me that M and S sell two 
pairs of pants every second and forty 
five bras every minute!)

“It’s a completely different 
experience” explained Vanessa.  “First 
of all we are both properly trained.”  
“Properly trained?” I said, surprised.  
“Surely it doesn’t take much training 
to sell undies?” “Well, that’s the 
differentiation” she said. “You go into 
a chain store, usually pull something 
off the hook, you may try it on, but 
probably not, because you think you 
know your size and shape, but actually 
we all change shape throughout 
our lives - even if our weight doesn’t 
change much.  So it’s really important 
to have a bra that properly fits, and 
that’s what we are trained to do.  Lots 
of customers say they can’t believe 
the difference in comfort that a 
properly fitted bra makes, and also 
they get the option of having that 
really comfortable underwear in all 
sorts of pretty styles. And what’s more” 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH     
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
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she added, “each of the brands has 
a training qualification in fitting, and 
we’ve got those qualifications, so we 
really do know what we are doing.”

She showed me the certificates that 
line the walls, and then I spotted 
two awards certificates. One was for 
2019 when the shop was awarded 
‘Best lingerie shop in the UK’. “We 
had to go to the Cafe de Paris, to 
receive that award - that was a great 
night,” said Victoria.  “And then we 
were delighted to get Dorking’s Best 
Christmas Window award last year for 
our window display.”

“We really like being in Dorking” she 
said, “there are independent shops 
and the town is also busy because 
we have supermarkets in the centre 
of town, so we are convenient for 
people to call in when they are doing 
their normal shopping.”

These two obviously work hard at 
making their shop a success, and I 
was made most welcome, perched 
on a stool, having this conversation as 
women came in and out of the shop 
trying on different undies in the private 
cubicles, until they found what they 
liked. “It all looks very discreet,” I said.  
“Yes, of course,” smiled Vanessa.  “This 
is supposed to be a good experience, 
and having a bra fitted might be a 
bit off putting to some women. So 
of course, we are discreet, we don’t 

invade people’s personal privacy, and 
we wait till we are called in, before we 
help the customer.”

“Where do your customers come 
from?” I enquired. “Mostly from Dorking 
of course, but we have customers from 
Guildford, Cobham, Leatherhead and 
Horsham,” they told me. So the girls are 
drawing a lot of business into Dorking 
that wouldn’t be there otherwise. 
That’s why independent shops work 
so well in a town and are so good at 
creating footfall.  

Although the shop is busy all the time, 
as I could see, it wasn’t crowded.  
It’s like a little Tardis with stock and 
fitting rooms on each floor. “We call 
the upstairs floor the Boudoir” said 
Vanessa. “Sometimes we get friends 
coming together to treat each other to 
special undies, sometimes men bring 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH (cont)     
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE
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 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value
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Stylish, fabulous headwear for women 
going through chemo/long term hair 
loss. Online at www.suburbanturban.com 
or drop in to the studio, behind the 
Westcott Bakery. Tel: 01306-640123 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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their wives to buy a Christmas present 
or a Valentine’s day or birthday 
present and we have been known 
to do Prosecco evenings to groups 
of women about the importance of 
properly fitting bras for comfort and 
health reasons.  It really is a different 
experience when you are wearing 
the brand that fits you, and the size 
that’s right, with the straps adjusted 
correctly.  It makes a difference to 
the way you stand, the way you walk, 
and can really change your whole 
posture.”

I was pretty impressed, both by 
Vanessa and Victoria’s obvious 
knowledge and enthusiasm, but also 
by their friendliness and willingness 
to show me round. Not only do they 
stock their wide range of undies, but 
also some very elegant swimwear, 
both one piece and bikinis, but also 
some really pretty and sometimes very 
luxurious night wear.  Those silk nighties 
were just gorgeous. “Hand-washed, 
they last a lifetime.” Said Victoria. (OK, 
I noted - my birthday’s in July!)

But not everything was top of the 
range.  I realised that some of the 
prices compared very well with 
department store stock, and there 
was plenty of what you might call 
everyday underpinnings as well as the 
more luxurious items.

“Most people have far too many bras 

and panties” said Vanessa “and they 
only wear a small proportion of them.  
It’s much better to have a few things 
that are comfortable and good to 
wear and properly treated they will 
have a long lifetime of use.”  “How do 
you recommend you wash them?” 
I asked.  “Either on the gentle cycle 
in the washing machine, or a hand 
wash. Most of these items would dry 
on a towel rail overnight” said Victoria, 
“then you don’t need so many.  It’s a 
good idea to have a good sort through 
every now and again, to throw out or 
recycle the things you don’t wear.  We 
operate a recycle scheme here with 
the charity Against Breast Cancer, 
where unwanted bras get sent to third 
world countries and £700 per ton gets 
donated to the charity.”

So that’s a good thought. We should 
have a look through our underwear 
drawer, take what we don’t wear to 
Victoria’s Little Bra Shop, and maybe 
have a little treat for ourselves.

Andrea Gabb

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH (cont)     
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Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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Easter Family Activity: The Museum 
will be holding the latest of its popular 
family activities on April 9-11 and 16-
18. The Dorking Cockerel is a very 
special bird!  Join us at the Museum for 
an Easter hunt that reveals the name 
of a famous person who was very 
fond of Dorking Cockerels. Looking 
high and looking low, finding chicks 
and unscrambling letters – it’s all part 
of the fun!  Families are invited to drop 
in on those dates any time between 
10am and 3.30pm. This is free with 
regular Museum entry. Children must 
be accompanied.

Our current Spring exhibition is ‘How 
do we look at Dorking?  The Town 
and its Landscapes over 150 years’, a 
collection of paintings and drawings of 
the area, from conventional views to 
interesting modern interpretations of 
the local townscape and landscape.  
It features works by prominent local 
artists like Charles Collins (1880-1967) 
and those who visited and captured 
local views like Arthur C Fare (1876-
1958) as well as more contemporary 
interpretations in paintings, photos 
and even views from a drone.  

Outside the Museum, one of the 
exhibition’s special images is displayed 
in the external bay window. ‘Leith Hill’ 
by Heather Ackroyd and Dan Harvey 
captures the subtle tones and hues of 
a temporary living artwork created by 
the artists for the 2018 Surrey Hills Arts 
programme. An aerial image of Leith 
Hill was imprinted into seedling grass 
through photographic photosynthesis 
pioneered by British visual artists 
Ackroyd & Harvey. 

Meanwhile, all over Dorking, needles 
and chisels are already hard at work 
preparing the Museum’s Autumn 
exhibition celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of the sailing of the 
Mayflower. There will be displays of 
locally found 17th century shoes and 
replicas made by a local saddler 
and the kinds of tools that Dorking 
shoemaker William Mullins would have 
used in his trade. Museum volunteers 
are recreating 17th century costumes, 
including adult garments and dressing 
up clothes for children. The great 
team from the Dorking Men’s Shed 
are also working with the exhibition 
team to make a cross section model 
of the Mayflower and its contents. It is 
fantastic working with them! 

Walking in Dorking:  The Museum’s 
walks team’s Spring programme of 
guided walks continues with:
• Hidden Dorking Historic Walk, 4th 
April, 2pm from the Museum.  Journey 
into Dorking’s history with a guided 

      DORKING MUSEUM

The White Horse, Dorking High Street, Charles  Collins
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March, 2020

Dear Loyal Customers,

I am writing this letter to announce that myself, Meena and Francis 
(baker) will be retiring from our post at Westcott Bakery. We started this 
business together and have ran it for over 30 years, working over 350 days 
each year tirelessly to ensure we satisfy you, our customers, friends and 
family in the local community. Over the years we have proudly supplied 
many consumers with our products, some of which have become great 
partners and friends. As a family run business, we are proud of what 
we have achieved and thank you for your continuing support over these 30 
years. 

The decision of retiring hasn’t come lightly but we feel the time is right 
in 2020. Through the ups and downs, we have tried our best to put smiles 
on faces our consumers, even though sometimes things have gone wrong, we 
still strive to ensure we offer a great service to all generations of customers, 
from small children, right through the older and more mature generation – 
we aim to give back what you invest and put into our business.

In terms of the future, we are still in progress in terms of handing over 
and selling the business, I have chosen a supplier who I have supplied for 
many years to take over the shop. Unfortunately, this does mean that the 
Bakery will not be running and will be converted to a large convenience 
store for the local community. I think this is something that the Westcott 
Village has been craving for quite some time. Hopefully you might see me 
passing by in Westcott but for now its time to kick back, relax and watch 
Liverpool win the premier league (even though my sons won’t be happy 
about it).

Thanks again for your support for over the last 30 years.

Cheers,
Kam, Meena, Kunal and Francis.
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walk of the town to see hidden 
Dorking. 
• Betchworth Castle Tour, 5th April, 
2pm from entrance to Betchworth Park 
golf club.  Includes exclusive access to 
the Castle enclosure.
• Dorking Historic Pub Walk, 19th April, 
11am from outside the Halifax on High 
Street.  Former and current pub sites 
within Dorking town centre, relating 
their history and pointing out some of 
their features.   

• Mayflower 400 Walk, 26th April, 2pm 
from the Museum.  See buildings that 
were in existence during the time of 
the Pilgrim Fathers and which survive 
today.
Dorking South Street Caves: The new 
season of the highly popular cave 
tours begins on Easter Saturday 11th 
April. Take a trip under the streets of 
Dorking to explore the famous 17th 
century caves. Discover how they 
were created and how they evolved 
over the centuries. Check out the 
‘mystery chamber’ and guess what 
it was used 
for. These tours 
sell out very 
quickly, so book 
early through 
the Museum 

website. Subsequent dates will be on 
Surrey Day, 2nd May, and then every 
last Saturday of the month until 31st 
October. Tours last 45 minutes and 
sensible shoes are needed!   

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am-4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.
uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.
org.uk, 01306 876591.

STOP PRESS

In the light of the developing epidemic, 
Dorking Museum Committee has 
taken the decision not to re-open the 
Museum this week or for the immediate 
future.
 
Talks due to take place within the 
Museum, including this week’s talk by 
Tessa Boase, will be postponed and 
ticket monies refunded. The start of 
the cave tour season in April will also 
be postponed and the guided walks 
schedule will be suspended. The oral 
history team has already cancelled 
all home visits.  The situation will be 
monitored on a weekly basis. 

The Museum will continue to be 
active online and on social media so 
please keep following us on Facebook 
and Twitter, in the press and via the 
website, where details on events 
and activities will be updated as this 
situation evolves. 

      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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Your local law firm for you, your family and 
your business

Need advice with family or private wealth matters?

dmhstallard.comGuildford | Brighton | Gatwick | Horsham | London

No obligation initial meeting with Samantha or Sara 
(Quote reference DMH Stallard Surrey) - 01483 302345

Samantha Jago
Samantha.Jago@dmhstallard.com

Specialist in relationship breakdown and family law

Sara McGrigor
Sara.McGrigor@dmhstallard.com

Specialist in wills, probate and inheritance tax planning

36 

 

For All Your Fencing 
And Landscaping Needs 

 
 
Fully Qualified, Experienced and 

Insured Since 1986. 
 

Call David Seall on  
07887 766 161 

 
 
 
Mad Horse Copse Farm 
Lognore Lane 
Westcott 
Nr Dorking  
Surrey RH4 3GB 

Local People  •  Local Knowledge  •  Local Experts

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

BUY, SELL OR LET
your property with…

Westcott Ad V3.indd   1 20/02/2018   16:30
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      LEITH HILL PLACE
By the time 
you read 
this the 
clocks will 
have gone 

forward and the evenings will be 
lighter. The Rhododendron Wood will 
be beginning to display its glorious 
blooms, and the wet and very long 
winter should be a memory. 

We now have an open call out for 
artists with all levels of experience to 
submit their work for an exhibition 
entitled ‘Science & Nature’ in the 
autumn. Details and submission forms 
can be found on the website. The 
closing date is 30 April.

Our House of Science theme at Leith 
Hill Place continues. On 10 – 13 April 
families can have fun with a science 
and nature interactive trail and earn 
a chocolate prize. The trails will be 
running from 11am – 4pm and cost £3 
each.

On Monday 20 April from 10am – 2pm, 
popular silversmith Hattie Hyder returns 
to the house for another workshop. You 
will work with sterling silver and create 
a bangle with a stamped or textured 
design to take home. £110, hot drinks 
included. Please book directly with the 
artist on 07735 542488 or hattiehyder@
gmail.com. 

Have you ever wondered how our 
volunteer bakers make such delicious 
scones? Find out in our scone-making 

workshop on Tuesday 21st April 10am 
- 12.30pm. You will experiment with 
different ingredients and bake some 
flavoured scones to take home 
along with a host of hints and tips. All 
ingredients supplied; £25. Please book 
on 0344 249 1895.

Writer, broadcaster and historian 
Andrew Green will consider the 
evolution of recording techniques 
and their impact on Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and his contemporaries in his 
‘Evolution of Sound talks 
series: The Incredible 
Talking Machine’ on 
Thursday 30 April 2 - 
3.45pm. Afternoon tea is 
included. £16.50 Please 
call 0344 249 1895 to 
book.

On 2 May 6 – 7.45pm Rob Burton and 
Paul Turner present ‘The Classical 
Saxophone’, including works by 
Piazzola, Ralph Vaughan Williams and 
Marcello. £20 including an interval 
drink. Please call 0344 2491895

For more information about events, 
please visit our website on www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place or 
phone the house on 01306 711 685.

Anna Trenter
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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KEEP YOUR WITS ABOUT YOU!

Keep your wits about you in Surrey 
Supermarkets! 

Waitrose car park last week...

An articulate and charming young 
woman approached a lady (in her 
70s) in Waitrose car park as she was 
loading shopping into the car. The 
young woman said she had severe 
toothache and asked for directions 
to a nearby dentist. The lady returned 
to her car to find her purse removed 
from her bag and later learnt money 
had been spent on her bank cards.

In February a similar thing happened 
to my mother in law (also in her 70s) in 
a Surrey Sainsbury’s. My mum in law 
had put her handbag in her trolley, 
and was approached by a charming 
young woman in the bread aisle, who 
gave a convincing back story and 
asked for help looking for “dairy free 
bread”. My mum in law duly obliged 

and they both spent a few minutes 
studying the various loaves together 
- the young woman was very grateful 
for her help. 

When she later got to the check-
out, my mum in law found 3 cards 
had been taken from her purse (her 
purse and bag were not taken). She 
acted swiftly in contacting her bank 
but found money had been spent 
(contactless) on one card. 

In both cases it would appear the 
young woman causes a distraction 
while an (unseen) accomplice takes 
cards/purse. 

Please take care - keep your bag 
close to you at all times. If asked for 
help in a supermarket - keep your 
wits about you. 

Anna Kemkers
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LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Renowned for our Premium Grade Certificated Topsoils 
and High Quality Turf, we supply retail customers, 
landscapers as well as trade and wholesale users.

We also sell: •LAWN REPAIR MIXES •TOP DRESSING 
•QUALITY GRASS SEED •SOIL CONDITIONER 

•COMPOST •MULCHES •SELECTED AGGREGATES 
•PEA SHINGLES •SOFT AND HARDWOOD SLEEPERS 

•HARDWOOD LOGS •COAL AND KINDLING  
•ROCK SALT and much more...!

PROBABLY THE BEST 
TOPSOIL & TURF
IN THE SOUTH EAST

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at 
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • 5% DISCOUNT CODE WESCOTT18 
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OPEN  
NOW!

• 
PR

EM
IU

M
 &

 C
ON

TR
AC

T 
SO

IL
S 

 •
 E

RI
CA

CE
OU

S 
&

 S
PE

CI
AL

IS
T 

SO
IL

S 
 •

 L
OW

 F
ER

TI
LI

TY
 &

 BESPOKE BLENDED SOILS  • LIGHTWEIGHT ROOF SOILS • SPORTS LOAMS & DRESSINGS  • SOIL CONDITIONER, COMPOST & MULCHES• BARKS &
 W

OODCH
IP  • PLAY SAN

D &
 PLAY BARK  • LAW

N
 TU

RF &
 GRASS SEED  • WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED  • DECORATIVE STONE   • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS  • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING

• PREM
IUM

 &
 CONTRACT SOILS  • ERICACEOUS &

 SPECIALIST SOILS  • LOW
 FERTILITY &

 BESPOKE BLENDED SOILS  • LIGHTWEIGHT ROOF SOILS • SPORTS LOAMS & DRESSINGS  • SOIL CONDITIONER, COMPOST & MULCHES• B
AR

KS
 &

 W
OO

DC
HI

P 
 •

 P
LA

Y 
SA

ND
 &

 P
LA

Y 
BA

RK
  •

 L
AW

N 
TU

RF
 &

 G
RA

SS
 S

EE
D 

 • WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED  • DECORATIVE STONE   • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS  • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING

BHL 128mmx92mm.indd   1 01/05/2019   14:00

 

 

 



51

The True Story of August

Nobody is quite sure when August was born but he had such a sunny disposition 
it was felt that it must have been in the summertime and hence he was named 
August. He was a First Nation child which previously was referred to as Indian. 
Very little is known about his parents but sadly one thing was certain: his mother 
drank during pregnancy and August had Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS). He 
wasn’t badly afflicted but there was no doubt about the diagnosis. One aspect 
of this condition is that children take orders literally and on one occasion at 
school when August was told to stand in the corner, he remained there all day. 
Fortunately this form of discipline is no longer used.

When August was about 6 it was announced that it 
was time for the children to learn baseball. Although 
similar to rounders which tends to be played at girls’ 
schools, this sport is a national summer pastime in USA, 
Canada, Cuba and Japan. The children were taught 
the basic rules about having to run around points on 
the ground called bases to reach the home plate when a run is scored. Hitting 
the ball “for six” also scored a run and if there were other players on the bases 
who make it home, they also scored runs. Thus the winning team has the most 
runs but the game is very different from cricket. If the batsman misses the ball 
three times (strikes), he’s out.

Finally the big day arrived. They were going to play another school and August 
was on the team. He could hardly contain his excitement. They scored a fair 
number of runs but slowly August’s team caught them up until the scores were 
level. There was only one batsman left on August’s team and that was August.
There was no one on the bases so August had to hit a home run or somehow run 
around all the bases to home plate. 

First pitch: miss! Strike one. Second pitch: miss! Strike two. Third pitch: good hit, 
along the ground. August runs for first base. Outfielder fumbles. August runs for 
second base. Wild overthrow. August runs for third base. Another fumble. August 
is running for  the home plate and a chance to win the game. The crowd are on 
their feet cheering: “Go for home August, Go for home!” Little August ran right 
past the home plate, out the gate and all the way home. His team lost.

Nigel Mathews

         TALES FROM A TRAVELLER 
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Maiastra

Admission free / donations welcome
Enquiries 07970 270224 info@maiastra.org
www.maiastra.org
The Aidan Woodcock Charitable Trust
Registered Charity Number 1167616

Schubert Quartettsatz
Beethoven String Quartet in A major, Op. 18 No. 5
Suk String Quartet No. 1 in B  major, Op. 11

  

   

Friday 24 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
The Musical Museum
399 High Street, Brentford TW8 0DU

Saturday 25 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
Holy Trinity Church
Logmore Lane, Westcott RH4 3NN

Sunday 26 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Church 
Church Street, Cobham KT11 3EJ

2006-2020
14 years of excellence

Akiko Ono - violin
Mira Marton - violin
Elena Accogli - viola
Nina Kiva - cello
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      MAIASTRA CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT     
              Holy Trinity, Westcott

                7.30pm Saturday 25 April 2020
                     Free admission with a retiring collection

 
Maiastra is a Westcott based, chamber music trust which provides courses for 
advanced students studying in European music colleges. Throughout the year, 
a Maiastra course director leads intense ten-day residential courses in the Barn 
at Logmore Farm, Westcott courtesy of Richard and Gail Carlisle, studying works 
from the main chamber music repertoire. At the end of each course there 
are three public concerts in a variety of venues in London, Surrey, Hampshire 
or Somerset. For the first time, we are delighted to announce that Holy Trinity 
Westcott will host the April 2020 course on Saturday 25 April 2020.  

An outstanding level of musicianship is maintained and 
shared with appreciative audiences who are captivated by 
the standard of playing and the commitment of the young 
musicians. 

More information visit the Maiastra website www.maiastra.org or phone on 
07768 254511.  

Hugh Parry, Chairman 

Maiastra

Admission free / donations welcome
Enquiries 07970 270224 info@maiastra.org
www.maiastra.org
The Aidan Woodcock Charitable Trust
Registered Charity Number 1167616

Schubert Quartettsatz
Beethoven String Quartet in A major, Op. 18 No. 5
Suk String Quartet No. 1 in B  major, Op. 11

  

   

Friday 24 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
The Musical Museum
399 High Street, Brentford TW8 0DU

Saturday 25 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
Holy Trinity Church
Logmore Lane, Westcott RH4 3NN

Sunday 26 April 2020 at 7.30 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Church 
Church Street, Cobham KT11 3EJ

2006-2020
14 years of excellence

Akiko Ono - violin
Mira Marton - violin
Elena Accogli - viola
Nina Kiva - cello



 

Bramley House Open Afternoon

     Don’t miss the open  
           afternoon at  
         Bramley House  
      Residential Home  
                   on  
         8th May 2020
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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1st at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
4th at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
7th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
7th 14th 21st at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £20-25, 07415 815784
8th at 7.00, The Dying of the Light at St Barnabas’ church, Ranmore, free
11th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
16th 17th 18th at 7.30, Leith Hill Musical Festival at Dorking Halls, £15-24, 01403 240093
20th at 7.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
21st at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
23rd at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
27th at 1.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717

The big event in April is the annual Leith Hill Musical Festival, when a dozen local 
choirs take part in competitions and concerts. This year sees some changes 
to the structure of the festival, meaning that the choirs have greater scope to 
select and perform their own choice of music. On each of the three festival 
days there are competitions in the morning (audience welcome anytime) 
and then the choirs combine to present an evening concert under the baton 
of the festival conductor, Jonathan Willcocks, together with the orchestra of 
Southern Pro Musica and vocal soloists. This is a great chance to hear some big 
choral works performed by large choirs. The main works in this year’s concerts 
are Vaughan Williams’ grand and visionary Sea Symphony (16th), Mozart’s 
great Mass in C minor (17th), and a contemporary work, Mirror of Perfection, 
composed by Richard Blackford and based on writings by St Francis of Assisi 
(18th). This is a lovely piece, predominantly calm and serene but also with some 
very dramatic sections. Together with short pieces from each of the competing 
choirs, every one of the three concerts looks like a very attractive programme.

The Dying of the Light at St Barnabas’ church is a Tenebrae sequence of music 
and readings on the theme of loneliness, centred around the story of Holy 
Week. It is woven around a 16th-century choral masterpiece, the Lamentations 
by Robert White. There will also be additional music, poems and readings. The 
music will be sung by The Whyte Effect with the addition of a brass quartet. The 
performance will be followed by a drinks reception; entry is free with a retiring 
collection.

                MUSIC IN DORKING
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01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise 

in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and 

LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:

• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and 
installation

• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerfl ushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water 

systems and shower pumps

   
  

 

  
 

   Surprisingly live-in care is a more affordable option than leaving your own home. Our professional team  
   has a wealth of experience in recruiting the perfect Caregiver for each client, so if you would like to know  
   more, give our friendly team a call.   

 

Bespoke live in care 
Care and Choice Live in Care specialists because “There’s no place like home” 

 

[Cite your source here.] 

Live-in Care is a perfect alternative to residential care – one to one care at home. 

Take a Break- Respite for family members or permanent Caregivers looking for 
cover for holidays or special occasions. 

Home from Hospital -One to one TLC – helping you to settle back at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.careandchoice.co.uk Phone: 01403 339200 Email: info@careandchoice.co.uk  
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               MUSIC IN DORKING (cont.)

 

WESTCOTT  VILLAGE 
COFFEE  MORNING 

 
Come and join us at  

 

The Reading Room  
on 

 Wednesday 1st April  
 

10.30-12.00 midday 
  

         

  

This month’s performers for Watermill Jazz are as follows: Linda May Han Oh 
(7th), the Pete Oxley and Nic Meier quartet (14th), and What’s New with Ian 
Shaw, Iain Ballamy and Jamie Safir (21st).  Please note there is no concert on 
28th as the venue is unavailable.  The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church is 
given by Ingrid Kvale, playing the accordion.

There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls this month, with events both 
live and recorded.  Opera-lovers can see Puccini’s Tosca from the Met (7th & 
23rd) and the popular double-bill of Cavaleria Rusticana and Pagliacci from 
the Royal Opera (21st & 27th).  Fans of the ballet can enjoy Tchaikovsky’s Swan 
Lake from the Royal Ballet (1st & 7th) and Jewels from the Bolshoi (20th).

Ian Codd
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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           ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT
 THE CLIMATE & ECOLOGICAL CRISIS
Legal Challenges

In February the Court of Appeal 
ruled that plans for a third runway at 
Heathrow were unlawful, as they fail to 
take into account the need to reduce 
carbon emissions, in line with the UK’s 
commitment to tackle the climate 
crisis, as per the Paris Agreement. 
 
This is the first major court ruling to 
be based on the Paris agreement.  
It sets a precedent for carbon 
reduction targets to be considered 
in determining whether other high-
carbon infrastructure projects should 
go ahead. The adverse impact 
that this human activity would have 
on the planet was judged to be 
more important than any potential 
economic gain from expanding 
Heathrow. Hopefully this should 
signal the beginning of the end for 
the ‘business as usual’ approach, 
which is projected to see Earth 
warming by around 4.3oC by the 
end of the century, with devastating 
consequences for humanity and the 
natural world.  

Following the ruling, naturalist, Chris 
Packham launched a legal challenge 
to the HS2 rail project, arguing 
that its construction will impact 
700 wildlife sites and around 100 
ancient woodlands and that the full 
environmental impacts have not been 
properly assessed. 

The principle of putting planet over 
profit, is something that the late 
lawyer, Polly Higgins, devoted her life 
to, in advocating for a law against 
ecocide.

Establishing ecocide – defined as 
serious damage or destruction of the 
natural world - as an international 
crime, would mean that people 
who commission projects causing 
such damage, eg chief executives 
or government ministers, would be 
legally responsible for the harm 
caused to others.  It would be akin 
to other atrocities, such as genocide 
and war crimes. This would create one 
simple law that would have the power 
to protect the Earth.

Jakki Phillips
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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Be a conscious consumer

The Good Shopping Guide (www.
goodshoppingguide.com) is an 
excellent resource to provide ethical 
comparisons and information on 
everything from cleaning products to 
technology items.

If you prefer something in print, 
Ethical Consumer produce a monthly 
magazine, giving information and 
inspiration on how to use your 
spending power to help change the 
world for the better.  You can call 0161 
226 2929 for more information or visit 
their website www.ethicalconsumer.
org

         ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT (cont.)
What can I do?

Help make 
Ecocide a crime.
You can sign up 
to be an Earth 

Protector and read more about the 
campaign to make ecocide law at 
www.stopecocide.earth

Support Legal Action

The Heathrow challenge was brought 
to court by the legal charity Plan B, 
in conjunction with others including 
Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace 
and the Mayor of London.  Plan B 
combines mobilisation and litigation 
to hold power to account for climate 
breakdown, fighting for the future 
for all life on earth.  Crowdjustice is 
a fundraising platform to help those 
taking legal action on a variety of 
issues, including the environment.  You 
can support Plan B, and others taking 
action, at www.crowdjustice.com.

April diary

No EcoCafe this month, due to Easter. 
 
Future dates: 7.30-9pm May 11th; June 8th; July 13th.
Sat 4th 10.30am-1pm Dorking Repair Café at Dorking Christian Centre
Mon 20th 7.15-7.35pm  Prayer for the Climate Crisis at Holy Trinity
Wed 22nd Earth Day  www.earthday.org



62

or email:
partners@bullimores.co.uk

www.bullimores.co.uk

For advice, please call us on:
01306 880880

Tax • Accounts • Probate 
Inheritance Tax & Executorship 

The Safe Pair of Hands

Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved 
legal activity of non-contentious probate 

in England & Wales by the ICAEW

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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     DOG TAILS
We’re introducing a new piece to the 
magazine this month. An opportunity 
for the children (or adults!) of Westcott 
to tell us all about their fabulous four-
legged friends. What is their story? 
Why are they special? Do you know 
a dog in Westcott who is especially 
brilliant or has a very important role in 
their owner’s life? We want to hear all 
about them at editor@westcottmag.
com

Hello, my name 
is Milo! I am three 
years old and 
I am a Golden 
Retriever. Both 
my parents were 
working dogs, 

which is why I am a dark gold colour 
and I have a slightly smaller body 
shape than other Retrievers. I am not 
a working dog but I do have very 
important jobs at home, like making 
sure all the plates & dishes are licked 
clean before they go in the dishwasher 
and keeping the sofa cushions warm!

My very most 
favourite things in 
the world (apart 
from cheese) are 
running, sniffing, 
getting muddy 
and playing with 
other dogs. My 
favourite walks 
take me up high onto the slopes of 

R a n m o r e , 
looking over 
W e s t c o t t 
and Abinger, 
where I can 
run and run 
and run. 
Or around 

Coldharbour Common and Leith Hill.  
I often find lots of friends to play with 
there.

I live with five 
humans, two 
cats and three 
guinea pigs. It 
is a busy house! 
My family 
brought me 
home when I 
was 8 weeks old; look how small I was! 
I like snoozing with my fur-brother. And 
I love to wake my human brother and 
sisters up in the morning by sneaking 
into their bedrooms to lick their 
sleeping faces when they are not 
expecting it!  It works every time!

I think when 
I grow up I 
would like to 
be a racing 
driver because 
then I can rush 
around even 
more quickly than I do now! 

Sarah Medcraft
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     QRMW
I hope you all survived the storms of 
February. As I drove to the Memorial 
Woodland over the days after the 
storms I was hoping everyone was 
safe when I saw the number of trees 
that had fallen and the flooded roads 
and fields in our local villages. 

We suffered a bit of damage with a 
couple of our favourite trees uprooted 
and many branches strewn all around 
the woodland. But the spring is with  
us, the bulbs are in full bloom, the  
buds are bursting on the trees and 
bushes and the birds are very busy 
house hunting. 

The Trustees and I are busy planning 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt which  
will take place on Saturday 4th April.  
All are welcome to join us for this  
hugely popular fund raising event.  
The cost for children is £5.50 each 
to include the egg hunt and egg 
and spoon races. But please 
register your children ASAP as  

 
numbers are limited for safety 
reasons. Mums and Dads can also 
have some fun in their own egg and 
spoon races and there is a fabulous 
Easter Raffle, Soft Toy Tombola, lucky 
dip and Easter Egg sale.   Refreshments 
and Hot Dogs for sale.  

Please contact debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.ukto register. Do come and 
support us to help our ex-servicemen 
in times of difficulty. We look forward 
to welcoming you all at the woodland 
for a day of fun all for a good cause. 

Paul Cooling
Chairman

The Quick Response Memorial Woodland 
Registered Charity No 1174651
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remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
      “remedial rooÞng”

Services

ROOF REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

Search for a word 

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. 
 Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via 

customer feedback. 
 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & GRP 
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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           MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS
Spring Walks Festival 2020

Friday 24th April – Sunday 3rd May

Help us to mark the 40th Anniversary of our walking group by joining us to witness 
first-hand the spectacular arrival of spring in our sublime local countryside. Surrey 
is blessed with miles of footpaths, bewitching woodland and divine scenery and 
the Mole Valley Area is particularly fortunate to be located in the heart of this 
glorious countryside.

Recapture your passion for adventure and 
fun by accompanying this welcoming and 
sociable group on one of their free guided 
walks. This agreeable, friendly and healthy 
leisure pursuit is open to anyone and with 
just a few basic items like sensible clothing, 
footwear plus a snack and some water you 
can get started. The walks are graded as 
leisurely, moderate or strenuous so you are guaranteed to find a walk to suit you. 

We have created an exciting 10 day programme of 35 walks and on each day 
there is to be a selection of 3 or 4 different routes differing in length between 3 
and 15 miles. The walks also vary in difficultly so there should be something to 
satisfy everyone from the most experienced walker to the complete novice. 
There is no need to pre-book, just check the website to establish the starting 
time and location and turn up. On arrival, one of our team of experienced and 
knowledgeable volunteer walk leaders will greet you and take your details 
before introducing you to the rest of the walkers.

A few of the walks will include a stop at a pub or a café and even a music 
venue; others will simply have a drink and/or a picnic break. We are planning a 
walk/rail combination, a night time hike, a nature trail, a ‘follow the mole’ trail, a 
riverside walk and much more. There is even a 100 mile challenge for the more 
energetic amongst us.

Please visit the Mole Valley Ramblers Association website for details.
http://www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk/festival
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RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com

    Morning   Evening
Monday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.00
Tuesday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.30
Wednesday 8.00-12.30   Closed
Thursday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.00
Friday   8.00-1.00  2.00-6.30



Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk   01306 747050

158 - 160 South Street 
Dorking
Surrey
RH4 2ES

Dorking Service Centre Ltd
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