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If you have any articles, photos,
letters, etc that you think we may
like to feature in the next issue,
please email the Editor on:
editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will
always be subject to space and at
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy Deadline for
May issue:

8th April 2021

This magazine, published by the
Church in Westcott, is printed on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
accredited paper from a sustainable
source. The views expressed are
those of the individual writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Church, Editor or Westcott
residents.

Cover photo - Easter Flowers by Edward Bennett
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FROM THE EDITOR
Finally it looks like we
might be heading in
the right direction - as I
write this, children are
just back at school,
and vaccinations are
being done apace.

spot throughout the
magazine - kindly taken
and sent in by Jacki
Moss, this one is to start
you off.

I also have an appeal
for anyone who would
We have a bumper issue this month, like to provide cover artwork for the
with a crossword to tickle your little magazine - Edward Bennett has done
for theoffamily
of atonew
babyjob over 4 years but is now
grey Meals
cells, details
WESTfest
a sterling
put in your diary, information from very happy to step down. If you have
the Gardeners Club, various choirs, any pictures that would be suitable,
The Westcott “Baby Meals” service, started 15 years ago
the Reading Room and details of please send them in to editor@
by Holy
Trinity Church,
two weeks of hot
a survey
to complete
to seeprovides
how westcottmag.com
andmeals
I will keep for
hedgehogs
are
faring.
We
also
have
the
appropriate
month.
for the families of new babies across the village.
5 photos of a daring red hat that gets
Cath
We
have
over
30
volunteer
cooks
within
the
village
itself into all sorts of places for you to
editor@westcottmag.com

Baby Meals

community and we’re all delighted to help during what
can be a time of massive upheaval and adjustment.
MEALS
It’s a gift that has beenBABY
welcomed
by many families,
Already since the beginning of January the Westcott Volunteer Cooks
over many years.
have bought, cooked and delivered over 31 meals to three families. In fact,
If you’re
living inwe’ve
Westcott
and
expecting
a baby
or
counted
individually,
fed the
equivalent
of over
200 people...
albeit
some
of those
people
are toddlers!
We’ve
also welcomed seven new
about
to adopt
a new
child into
the family;
Cooks to the list, so welcome Kate, Kathy, Andy, Marina, Melissa, Carla and
OR if you’d like to join our cooks rota we’d be delighted
Kerry. Thank you so much to all our Cooks for their continued support for this
to hear
from you - please get in touch!
valued
service.
Anna Kemkers 07710 425487 annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk

Please get in touch if you think you could help out occasionally cooking
meals for families with new babies, or other Westcott residents experiencing
difficulties, especially during COVID, who might benefit from a few home
cooked meals.
Anna Kemkers
07710 425487
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...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
for the accompanying epidemic of
mental illness (cases in Britain are,
apparently, at their highest since
1940); the fact that inequalities mean
that many countries around the
world will not be able to vaccinate
their populations, meaning further
immense trauma for the poorest
people of the world, and continuing
threat to all of us from virus mutation.

HOPE IS STIRRING….

After more than a year of Covid
constraints, can it be that the end is
almost here?
Along with anticipated national
lifting of restrictions, April sees the Christian faith is always about sure
return of in person worship at Holy hope that a better day will come, but
Trinity. Details are in this magazine for also facing the hard realities of today.
Holy Week and Easter
We are ‘Resurrection
services, and 8.30 am
people’
because
CHRISTIAN FAITH IS
Sunday Communion
we believe in a God
ALWAYS ABOUT SURE
every week. Our 10.30
of Resurrection. We
HOPE THAT A BETTER
am Zoom service will
can face - in fact
continue as long as
experience joy - every
DAY WILL COME, BUT
social distancing is
day whatever is going
required (this service ALSO FACING THE HARD on, because nothing
has a congregation
can take away God’s
REALITIES OF TODAY
of c.80 every week –
presence with us now,
too many to be in Church.)
and we have sure hope that in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, brighter
More generally, we continue to tomorrows will come until the utterly
hope that the Government is able to glorious day when all of life shines
remove all restrictions, for good, by with peace, love, justice in Him.
June 21st. What a day of celebration
that could be!
Amongst the joy, though, there will
continue to be deep sadness; in the
grief of 120,000 + dead from Covid in
this country, and millions around the
world; for the many, many people
affected by ‘long Covid’, including
those in our village; for the economic
devastation, especially for those who
have lost/will lose their livelihoods;
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...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT

This combination of living in the
hardness of today and sure hope
for tomorrow is seen throughout life,
in Covid and in all tragedies. Please
see on the next page a celebration
of the life of Stuart Ryland – utter
heartbreak and, yet thanks be to
God, sure hope.

A very Happy Easter
... Alleluia Christ is Risen !

Holy Trinity Church
A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, Open to All
From Easter Sunday onwards, Holy Trinity Church will once again
be open for you to visit, for private prayer or reflection
Sundays and Wednesdays 9:30am-4:00pm
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, pray, reflect, breathe, be.
All are welcome.
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..FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
STUART RYLAND 23.4.69 19.11.20

loved and knew that he was loved.
We will always miss Stuart. We will
never understand how the depression
that had affected him through his
life became so overwhelming on
19th November 2020. Part of Stuart’s
legacy must be our commitment to
better funding, understanding and
treatment of mental illness.

The date 19th November 2020 is likely
to stay with many of us through our
lives – the utterly shocking day when
our much-loved friend, neighbour,
and member of our Church, Stuart
Ryland, died by suicide. The grief is
deep and bitter.
Our collective anguish
was evidenced in the
hundreds of people who
gathered in Westcott
on the day of Stuart’s
funeral, as we walked
his hearse to Holy Trinity.
And, again, in the
hundreds who followed
his service on Zoom.

Without God, that would be
the end of the story… just
desperate sadness in Stuart’s
death. But, in Christian faith,
we can yet rejoice in hope
in Christ Jesus. The God who
was so central to Stuart’s
life, does not, cannot let him
go in death. Two people,
independently, had marked,
clear “visions” of Jesus being
with Stuart in his death.
These resonate with glorious verses
we have acclaimed throughout
these last months, from Romans (Ch
8), particularly that, “nothing .. but
nothing .. (not even mental illness or
death).. can separate us from God’s
love in Christ Jesus” (verses 38-39).

Andy, Stuart’s brother,
and Steph (see message
of thanks below) gave beautiful
tributes. We heard about Stu’s love
of sport (especially cricket and
Crystal Palace), his great sense
of fun, and his utter commitment
to young people (in his work as a
teacher, our Youth & Community
Worker and Chaplain at Priory
School for 6 years, and with Surrey
Youth Service.) We gave thanks for
the lovely, kind, gentle, big-hearted,
ready-smiling person that Stuart was,
and his impact on our community.
We celebrated Stuart’s great love
for friends and family – for Steph,
Hannah, Andy and his family, and
John and Sheila, his parents. Stuart

The grief is immense. I pray you will
know sure hope in God for your
strength in life and in death …glorious
hope. In the resounding words of
St Paul, this time in 1 Corinthians
15: “Where O death is your victory,
where O death is your sting. Thanks
be to God, He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”

6

..FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT
A MESSAGE FROM STEPH & HANNAH RYLAND

We are hugely thankful and deeply humbled by the kindness shown to us
both in the weeks since Stu’s death. Your support practically, emotionally,
financially and spiritually has made and will continue to make a significant
difference at a very difficult time. On the day of Stuart’s funeral, John, Andy,
Hannah and myself received great comfort and strength from seeing those
lining the road up to Holy Trinity as well as the numbers who were able to
attend via Zoom. Hannah and I feel hugely blessed to be part of such a
wonderful church community.
Our prayers are with you all for a deep sense of God’s presence in and with
you throughout 2021 and onwards.
Many thanks to Sherlocks Funeral Services who as ever, with the outstanding
Clive Cappelman, Funeral Director, gave their exemplary service, with special
generosity and kindness, in Stuart’s funeral.

SUPPORT IN THIS TIME OF COVID, MENTAL STRAIN

Please keep talking to, supporting one another, looking out
for each other. If you would like to talk to someone from the
Church you can ring Jenny or me (01306 644868), or any
of our Pastoral Assistants below. Contact details are also
given for support beyond Westcott.
Alan Vicar
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Glynis Cranefield 07950 248779 Margaret Packham 01306 885915
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010 Ali Mabley 01306 889641
Samaritans provide emotional support to anyone who is struggling to cope
and needs someone to listen. Local branches can be visited during the day.
Helpline: 116 123 Every day, 24 hours
SMS:07725 909090 Email: jo@samaritans.org
Bereavement Care: Cruse supports people after the death of someone close.
Their trained volunteers offer confidential face-to-face, telephone, email
and website support, with both national and local services. They also have
services specifically for children and young people.
Helpline: 0844 477 9400
Monday and Friday 9.30–17.00 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 09.30–20.00
Email: helpline@cruse.org.uk
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT IN A TIME OF CORONA

Much of the pre-Covid work of the Church in Westcott has been put on hold
but we are still very much active and present in our village. Activities include:•8.30 – 9.00 am every Sunday, Communion Service in Holy Trinity.
•From Easter Day, Holy Trinity open to all for visits and prayer, 9.30 am – 4 pm
Sundays and Wednesdays.
•10.30 am Zoom service every Sunday – join us by telephone if you do not
have internet access. See website for details or contact Alan, Vicar. Do join
us, you are very welcome.
•’Life Groups’ are running on Zoom – small groups of people who meet to
chat and pray about life, faith.
•Prayer together fortnightly on Wednesdays 7.30 – 8.30 pm.
We are a part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and we are always
here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.
com, may be able to help with debt advice.
For help, more information, please contact Alan, Vicar: 01306 644868
alchasjonas@aol.com or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

STAY IN TOUCH

We would love to stay in touch with you, sending you weekly updates about
our services and activities.
Please return this form by e-mail to admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or by post: Alan, Vicar of Westcott
The Vicarage Guildford Rd Westcott Dorking Surrey RH4 3QB
Name:
Address:
Telephone number:
For contact by e-mail, E-mail address:
Please add me to The Church in Westcott emailing list for information about
church events and news.
I understand that:
*the emailing list may be administered using MailChimp
* I will be able to unsubscribe at any time by contacting admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
* any use of my personal data will be governed by Holy Trinity’s PCC Privacy Notice which
is available on The Church in Westcott website.

8

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
DATE

THEME

8:30AM IN CHURCH

10:30AM ON ZOOM

4th
April

Easter Day…The
Manna of the
Messiah

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion

11th
April

Sermon Series:
from 1 Corinthians
12

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion

18th
April

Sermon Series:
from 1 Corinthians
13

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Songs of Praise &
Communion

25th
April

Sermon Series:
from 1 Corinthians
14

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion

For details of all Services over Easter, including mid week, please see Easter advert
8.30am - Holy Communion Sunday service in Holy Trinity, focusing on the
receiving of the sacrament, with no sermon or hymns, and finishing by 9am.
There is no need to sign in – please just come along, but please be aware that
we will need to manage numbers if we are beyond safe capacity and that
masks are now compulsory. Further details, including our Risk Assessment are
available to view on our website thechurchinwestcott.org.uk.
10.30am - Our ‘parish’ online Zoom service, reflecting the people of the
Church in Westcott, with a mixture of traditional and contemporary music.
Visit our website to sign up to our emailing list for weekly invitations or contact
Alan, Vicar.
You will also be very welcome to come to Holy Trinity, for prayer, reflection
or just to be back in our Church on Sundays and/or Wednesdays between
9:30am and 4pm.
Our new all-age service, especially for children,
teenagers, parents and grandparents.
For details of the next 4O’Clock Church service, on
Palm Sunday, contact Ellie, Children and Families’
worker, e.lister.holytrinitywestcott@gmail.com
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AN INDIVIDUAL
APPROACH
OPEN
MORNING
TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Saturday 3 October 2020 at 10am
Academic, Art, Music, Drama and Sport Scholarships available at Year 7
Academic and Performing Arts Scholarships available at Year 3
“Unpressured (for the most part) and friendly, but this is no soft option
... the girls both work hard and play hard, with results to match.” The Good Schools Guide

Celebrating 100 Years in 2020-21
www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

37309 Manor House School Advert A4 Open Morning.indd 1
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Death:
1st October

Philomena Nash (86)

13th November

Rachel Mary Halliburton (74)

19th November 2020

Stuart Ryland (51)

FLOODLIGHTING
Many thanks to all our floodlighting sponsors:
February: Shining bright in remembrance of our sister Adele.
Alda and Laura Andreotti
March: In loving memory of Hazel Clear, who passed away on 16th March
2020, from husband John and all her family.
April: Westcott Village Association.
If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott
Church Funds.)

MAGAZINE DELIVERER(S) NEEDED
Magazine Deliverer(s) Needed for Springfield Road
After many years service, Lois Cremmen the current
magazine deliverer for Springfield Road has had to
retire. Many thanks to Lois for all her work.
Please let Alan Jonas or Judith Packer, Magazine
Distribution Co-ordinator if you can help with this vital
service to our residents.
Alan, Vicar alchasjonas@aol.com
Judith Packer, Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator judith@rjpacker.org.uk
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NO MORE STRUGGLES!
Lose weight and achieve
amazing long term results!
Become fitter in your own
space and time, one-to-one

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

(mobile personal training)

FEARS & PHOBIAS

Join my group fitness
sessions in Dorking or online.

TRAUMA & PTSD

BOOK A FREE HEALTH / DISCOVERY CHAT
WITH LOCAL COACH PAUL PERSAD

CONFIDENCE

E: paul@revitalisefitness.com

SLEEP PROBLEMS

M: 07858 731890

UNWANTED HABITS

www.revitalisefitness.com

Online
sessions
available

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

07846 508117
WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

REVITALISE
FITNESS
Dorking | Surrey Hills

Westcott Street, Westcott
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from
home set in beautiful grounds nestled
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of
residential care needs from respite breaks
and companionship reasons through to
dementia and more complex requirements.

24 hour care and support
16 delightful rooms
Friendly caring staff
Freshly prepared meals
Permanent & respite stay
Varied activities and outings

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net
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MY GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE

One fated Autumn morning, we planted bulbs galore,
for a cousin and a niece had been killed that dismal day.
She lived her life for others, less fortunate than she,
‘til a lorry came upon her and took her life away.
We thought about the baby boy, a brother and a son;
Beloved of his family, his life was short down here.
We’ll never know the reason why he left us all too soon,
Such a bonny babe was he, and oh! so very dear.
My mind began to wander, to my best friend’s only son;
A talented musician, still only in his prime,
he used his love of music for the handicapped and young,
but there came a car and stopped his life, long before his time.
As years go on the garden grows and memories we add,
Of childhood pals, work place friends, of parents now long gone.
Did I ever say “I love you Dad” before you went away?
I wish that we had had more time, we left so much undone.
Now as the days grow longer, and a little warmth is felt,
In my Garden of Remembrance, first shoots begin to show;
Once more I am reminded of the frailty of life,
And always I’ll remember, the friends who had to go.
								
								 Jacki Moss
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Forbes & Schuster

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Dog Walking Pet Taxi

Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks
Wide range of dog grooming services

www.forbesandschuster.co.uk
Odette 07889 770 397

Tony 07932 798 419

Denbies Wine Estate

England’s Largest Vineyard
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Vineyard Hotel
17 en-suite rooms,in the heart of the estate
The Vineyard Restaurant
with magnificent views over the vines is
OPEN EVERY EVENING FOR DINNER
6.30pm - 9pm
For information on Denbies Special Events
Visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

@denbiesvineyard
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/DenbiesWineEstate
Follow us on twitter

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
Parish Councils on this to ensure a coordinated approach to ensuring how
access to this important bridleway is
controlled in future. We will discuss
this at our next Committee Meeting
and respond to the Consultation
in due course. The official channel
for registering your feedback and
preference is via Debbie Jones at the
County Council. Please email Debbie
at
debbie.jones@surreycc.gov.uk
stating which of the four options (listed
below) you are in favour of. Please also
BCC contact@westcottvillage.com so
that we can continue to collate all the
comments.

Dear Resident,
Since the last Magazine was published
in November on behalf of the WVA
I have emailed Residents with our
news updates. The feedback is that
these have been both timely and
helpful in enabling Residents to keep
in touch with what the WVA has been
involved in and doing. If you are not
on the WVA mailing list and you would
like to receive these updates, please
send your email address to contact@
westcottvillage.com

Deadline for any submissions is the
19th April 2021. The subject line for
your email to Debbie Jones is:
BOAT 526 Wotton & Capel (Wolvens
Lane) Public consultation

Here are some important subjects
covered in the March email….

The four options to consider are:
1. To promote a permanent Traffic
Restriction Order (TRO) to restrict all
motorised vehicles with 2 or more
wheels and all horse drawn carriages
exceeding a width of 1500mm (4’11’’)
from using the BOAT.

Wolvens Lane
Surrey County Council opened a
consultation in early March in relation
to the status of Wolvens Lane as a
bridleway open to all traffic (BOAT)
and whether it should continue to
be open to motorised vehicles in the
future.

2. To promote a permanent TRO as
above for horse drawn carriages but
only restrict those motorised vehicles
with 4 or more wheels.

The letter from Debbie Jones is on the
WVA website setting out details of the
consultation in full and the options
the SCC is considering. The WVA is
liaising with the Wotton and Capel
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3.
To promote an Experimental
TRO, which would ban all motorised
vehicles, except those who had been

The Beauty Shed is a Garden Beauty Studio with a
clean and fresh yet relaxing feel

Unwind & escape the
busy world
MANICURE

PEDICURE

LASHES

WAXING

MASSAGE

14 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE SPA AND
BEAUTY INDUSTRY

www.thebeautyshedsurrey.co.uk
thebeautyshedsurrey@gmail.com
07748 244 621
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FACIALS

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
issued with a permit to use the BOAT.
Or this could be reduced to just those
with 4 or more wheels who would need
a permit. Numbers of permits would
be restricted. Horse drawn carriages
would also be restricted as in option
(1).
4. The BOAT has no restrictions.

Fibre broadband speeds
The WVA has investigated fibre
broadband speeds in Westcott but
believe that they are acceptable for
most of the village. This was perhaps
reflected in a very low response to
our appeal to hear from people in
the village experiencing poor service.
Nevertheless, the WVA would still be
interested to hear from anyone with
download speeds routinely less than
24 MBPS to establish where/ whether
there is still a case for a Community
Fibre Scheme

Second Defibrillator
The second Defibrillator purchased by
the WVA has been installed in the old
Phone Box on the corner of The Burrell
and St John’s Road. This, together
with the one already outside the new
Village Store, now provides two points
in the village where emergency help
can be accessed. In 2019 there were
three incidents where the equipment
was used and was much appreciated
by the First Responders who attended.

New Defibrillator by The Burrell and St John’s Road

New Village Store
The new grocery store in Masters
House opened its doors at 7am on
Saturday 6th March. The work that has
been done is very impressive and it is a
very welcome addition to the village’s
retail facilities. The Owner, Sena
Satheeswaran, is keen to understand
what his customers want to see on
sale, so please chat to him and share
your views. We also understand
that he has applied for a Post Office
counter licence which will bring the
service back into the village after a
gap of several years.
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WVA Accounts and Meeting
The WVA accounts were boosted
by a £500 tax rebate from Gift Aid
contributions on annual membership

Colin Campbell

Building Plans

For Home Improvements & Extensions

Local Electrician

Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service
“Established over 30 years”

Registered Part P
Approved Contractor

MICHAEL LLOYD

T: 01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

CEng MICE MIHT

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation

Westcott based

Manor Farm, Wotton

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale

We are a local tree surgery company offering all
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully
insured team.

•
•
•
•

Tree surgery

Felling
Stump removal
Planting

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,

• Hedge cutting
• Consultancy
• Oak Processionary

Dry Aged 28 days
Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork

Moth treatment &
nest removal

info@manorfarmsurrey.com

info@thetreeassociatessurreyltd.co.uk

www.manorfarmsurrey.com

0800 1978490

01306 730922

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE

18

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
subscriptions. Traditionally we ask for
donations around May or June each
year, and we will be sending reminders
out again in a couple of months’
time seeking voluntary contributions
towards the work of the WVA. The
proposal this year for the first time (to
be approved at the AGM) is that there
will be no link between donations
and membership of the WVA. Every
Resident
would
automatically
become a member of the WVA. It is
important to remember however that
the WVA relies entirely on voluntary
contributions as its primary source of
funding.

WESTfest
WESTfest is planned for Sunday 18th
July between 12 noon and 4pm. Please
put the date in your diary and make
every effort to attend and support this
local event which raises money for all
sorts of local organisations – it is also
great fun.
As always, you are invited to write to
me to share opinions and ask questions
of the WVA and we will respond to
your enquiry.

The next WVA committee meeting will
be held on Thursday 13th May. Please
send your questions or concerns to
the Trustees using the email address
below. These will be answered directly,
or via the WVA monthly update. The
next opportunity to meet in person
will be at the AGM, which this year is
planned to be on 24th June with a BBQ
at Westcott Sports Club

With my best regards,

Tim Way
St John’s ChChairman,
apelWestcott
CaféVillage Association

Every Monday mocontact@westcottvillage.com
rtimway.westcott@gmail.com
ning
9.15-11.45

A warm, friendly welcome, superb cheese scones and homemade
cSad
akes w
h a sethe
lectSt
ionJohn’s
of teasChapel
and cofCafe
fees. is
Allnot
welup
comand
e anrunning
d right on
toitsay
theposted
doorsteas
p! soon
☺ as we hear otherwise.
yet, but we will keep you
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
It has been a pleasure to welcome the
children back following the national
lockdown. The children have settled in
well and have amazed us all with their
resilience and enthusiasm for learning.
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the staff who worked
extremely hard providing remote
learning as well as teaching the
children attending school. In addition,
I would also like to thank the Surrey
Hills All Saints parents/carers for their
continued support through these
challenging times.

for their support and commitment.
In addition, I would like to thank the
community for your support, kind words
and encouragement – they have been
much appreciated.
Although I will be sad to leave, I am
looking forward to my new challenge,
confident that the Good Shepherd
Trust have appointed an excellent
Head Teacher, Simon Coles. Mr Coles is
greatly looking forward to working within
the Surrey Hill All Saints Primary School
community in the near future and feels
highly privileged and excited to work
collaboratively with children, staff,
parents and governors alike. “This is a
fantastic opportunity to lead and build
on the developments and successes
already made and continue to deliver
the rich educational experience that
all at Surrey Hills deserve. I look forward
to meeting you all in the Summer Term.”

It is with great sadness, I am writing to
say goodbye as I have been appointed
Head Teacher at Ashley C of E Primary
School. I have greatly enjoyed my
time at Surrey Hills and am immensely
proud of the school and its wonderful
achievements - the hard work, the
celebrations, the shared successes
and the development of an amazing
school for our communities.
At the heart of Surrey Hills is, of course,
the children. Their energy, enthusiasm,
smiles, humour and achievements have
made my time here so rewarding. It has
been a pleasure to see the children at
Surrey Hills growing and developing
into such confident, successful and
happy learners. I would also like to take
this opportunity to say a really big thank
you to the staff for their commitment
and hard work to ensure every child
has a chance to reach their potential.
I must also thank the LGC members

The Good Shepherd Trust is fully
committed to providing the best
possible education and care for all
children, in addition to the continued
development and success of the
school. All members of the Trust family
look forward to working in partnership
with Mr Coles and every member of
the Surrey Hill All Saints team, to ensure
that each child at the school is able to
flourish in every respect.
Here are some highlights from the rest
of the Spring term.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS (cont.)
Share a Wave

children who participated in a variety
ways, including running 5km for 10 days
and reading 10 pages, for 10 days.

World Book Day
We had great fun celebrating reading
on World Book Day. Whether the
children were in school or learning
from home, both the children and staff
looked fabulous dressed as characters
from their favourite books.
As part of Well Being Week, Surrey Hills
All Saints participated in the Dorking
School Partnership ‘Share a Wave’
project. This project was a way of
sharing some friendship, hope and
positively around the local area, by
decorating a wave and displaying this
in in a window. We hope you saw lots of
friendly waves around the local area.

100 Challenge
As a school we took part in the 100
challenge, in memory of Captain
Sir Tom Moore. Well done to those

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter and
Facebook. Here you can see daily life
at Surrey Hills All Saints and can share
in the amazing learning opportunities
the children experience each day.
We wish our local community well and
hope everyone is staying safe.
Twitter @SurreyAllSaints,
Facebook @Surrey All Saints.
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Mrs Ratcliff
Headteacher

Soft interiors
By
Josephine

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX
www.lhpl.co.uk

Groundwork and
Drainage Engineers

Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic
Tanks and Soakaways

BESPOKE HIGH
Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND
soft furnishings
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on
design

Foundations, Concreting,
Surface and Foul Drainage

Fitting service available

Phone 01306 628412 or email
info@lhpl.co.uk

Telephone: 01306 644802 (Home)
07767 771777 (Mobile)
Email:
josoftinteriors@gmail.com

Established 1992
Fully Insured

all of our compost
isPeat Free...
happy gardening!
info@kingfisherfarmshop.com | 01306 730 703 or order from our website.

‘Kingfisher’
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Farm Shop
Flower Shop

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
It is clear that as our community
emerges out of lockdown it is vital to
stay alert. Whether its “Hands Face
Space” or “Stay at Home” – please do
look after yourself.
By the time you read this, colleagues
in NHS Surrey Heartlands tell us that
we should be some way through
vaccinating people in the 50-60 age
bracket.

Keeping Our Village Safe
A big thank you to everyone that
continues to change behaviours and
make sacrifices to keep people across
our village safer from the challenges
of COVID-19. Sadly, we are all starting
to come to know friends and family
that have been directly impacted by
the impact and aftermath of the virus.
All we can do is to employ common
sense and follow the advice given to
us. A powerful message is to assume
that the other person has COVID-19
and to behave sensibly in that
circumstance. It’s vitally important
too that we look after each other and
do not forget the impact on mental
health and wellbeing.

If you ever need help then ring NHS
111 or contact your GP – you do not
have to fight the impact of COVID-19
alone.

As at the end of February over 320,000
Surrey residents had already had their
first vaccine dose and that included
20% of those of us under 65 years
old. For the very latest information
you can visit their website at www.
surreyheartlandsccg.nhs.uk – it is full of
other interesting things too.
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Thank you once again to everyone
across the village who is continuing to

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC
HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY
RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
provide support to those in need – it
really is appreciated.

By taking part, you helped make sure
you and our community will get the
services needed now and in the future.

Census 2021

More numbers

Last month was the time for the
national census. Thank you to
everyone for completing this key
piece
of
national
and
local
government planning.

On the topic of numbers that tell us
about our village, the most recent
electoral role update tells us some
interesting things.
A few years ago, we looked at the
most frequent surnames in Westcott –
for adults these are now:

The first census was in 1801 and the
Office for National Statistics (ONS)
runs it in England and Wales.
Collected every ten years, the census
is a survey that gives a picture of
all the people and households in
England and Wales. The census is
unique. There is simply nothing else
that gives so much detail about us
and the society we live in.
All kinds of organisations, from
local authorities to charities, use
the information to help provide
the services we all need, including
transport, education and healthcare.
Without the census, it would be much
more difficult to do this.
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Westcott Surname

Number of Adults

Brown

24

Smith

14

Lewis

11

Sawyers

11

Thompson

11

White

10

Cook

9

Phillips

9

Housing in our community ranges in
size, with the highest number being
six adults recorded in a single home
in four different locations and thirteen
different homes having five adults in
them. There are 302 homes with only
one adult out of the 922 homes with
adult occupiers recorded in them.

Shiers
Decor

Painters and Decorators
Working in Westcott
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com

Tel: 01306 876110
Mobile: 07880848459

ALFA CHIMNEY SWEEPS
 CLEAN PROMPT WORK
 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
 FULLY INSURED
 SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR

OLD/PROBLEM CHIMNEYS
 WEEKDAY & WEEKEND SERVICE

01306 883455

That hat gets everywhere!
Pic by Jacki Moss
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
That 922 figure compares to the
council’s overall record of 987 total
dwellings – which, among other things,
might give us an indication of the
volume of properties locally that are
changing hands at any one time.

Mole Valley Electoral Ward Boundary
Review
The national Local Government
Boundary Commission for England
have recently announced that it is
time for the electoral wards across
Mole Valley District Council to be
reviewed – the last one happening
over 23 years ago.
At that time the changes were set out
in a handy map:
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This gave rise to 21 different wards,
six with three councillors elected
singularly each year for a four year
term (the fallow year being the County
Council election year), eight having
two councillors and seven wards, like
Westcott, having just one councillor
elected every four years.
For Westcott, in 1997 there were 1,710
electors compared to the average
per councillor at that time of 1,545 –
making Westcott the largest single
member ward in the district.
With 1,848 voters in Westcott now, it is
easy to see how our village has grown
over those 23 years.
The first step is for the council to decide
how many councillors it needs in the
future. There are currently around
1,650 voters per councillor across the
District and the national direction of
travel seems to be towards 1,900. That
would imply moving from the current
41 councillors to probably somewhere
between 33 and 39, depending on
a range of other things, and it might
mean Westcott is about right already.
Another major factor is how many
councillors are required to be able
to govern the council – enough
for the Cabinet and for others to
scrutinise decisions, for Development
Management and Licencing functions
and for being able to fully represent the
people of Mole Valley in our delivery

WESTfest is BACK!!!
After a year of COVID-cancellations,
join us for some much needed fun!

Sunday 18th July 2021
12-4pm
WESTfest, the Westcott village summer fair started in 2015. The
community comes together on Cradhurst Recreation Ground in the
centre of the village for an afternoon of fun, food and shopping;
Surrey Hills Wood Fired Pizza, Silent Pool Gin, Bucking Bronco ride
and a Shooting gallery, plus live music from ‘The Wanted Men’ and
many more stalls and entertainments already confirmed.
MORE INFO: www.facebook.com/westfestsurrey
www.westcottvillage.com/westfest
GET IN TOUCH: westfestsurrey@gmail.com 07710 425487
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
It has been fabulous to explore our
heritage, including the World War II
pill boxes and the wider National Trust
estate and the North Downs Way –
including watching Spring arrive such
as the Catkins which I’m told are very
bee friendly.

partnership and in civic duties.
This time around, the expectations are
that Mole Valley could move to:
- having all residents represented
by three councillors with each ward
electing one councillor annually
(hence the top and bottom of the
range are numbers that divide by
three!) or
- all out elections where all wards elect
once every four years.
Either way, the changes will mean that
the District has all out elections in 2023
to start the new boundaries.

Getting Out and About
Some readers will know that, as part
of my continuing Long COVID therapy
recovery plan, I am taking the chance
to walk (always socially responsibly
accompanied) around our local area
and to explore places that I’ve been
meaning to get to over the last 25
years of living in our village.

Helping aid my route choices is the
now refurbished Landbarn Farm
pedestrian railway crossing. Thank you
to everyone that contacted National
rail with me to help encourage them
to get this completed – it really was
appreciated.
I look forward to seeing you out and
about around our village. In the
meantime, if you ever need to contact
me, then please do feel free to email
james@10rookery.com or to call or text
me on 07710 433793. Although I am still
minimising my screen time as I recover,
I will get back to you as soon as I can.
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James Friend

KIDS’ CORNER
Here are a list of some of the street names you can see around
Westcott. When you are out and about on your daily walks,
you could see how many you can find.

PARSONAGE LANE

COAST

INSTITUTE

HEATH

WESTCOTT STREET

POINTERS

PADDOCK

MILTON

HEATH RISE

SCHOOL

THE BURRELL

LOGMORE

ST JOHNS

STONES

ASHLEY
WATSON
FURLONG
BAILEY
DAIRY
CHAPEL
PIPPBROOK
HOLE
BALCHINS

Road search provided by Betsy
and Gaynor Morrison
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BIG PAWS
Over the years there have been many
reported sightings of big cats in Surrey,
and in the past I even thought I saw
one in the distance myself, although
that time I put it down to needing a
trip to the opticians. I never imagined
I’d ever see anything close enough to
be sure.

path, it was most definitely a large
dark coloured cat with a long low
body shape and a splendid tail.
After giving it time to leave the scene,
I rather cautiously went looking for
paw prints in the snow. I don’t know
what you think, but it certainly leaves
big prints, with no sign of claws.
Since then I’ve kept an eye out for
similar paw prints, and I’ve spotted a
few more in the mud.

Last summer though, the story
cropped up relatively close to home
with SurreyLive’s “Surrey Puma legend
reignited as deer carcass found
stripped to the bone”, pointing at the
possibility of a big cat hunting in the
Hurtwood. Later a friend said she’d
seen a big black cat on Ranmore, then
this autumn, the reported sightings
drew closer still, with a neighbour
saying he’d recently seen a puma up
on Leith Hill.
I was still amazed though, when
cresting a short rise out running with
my dog on a cold but sunny snow
day in the middle of February, to see
what I initially assumed must be a big
dog sitting in the middle of the path
about 50m away with its back to us,
quite likely warming itself in the sun. I
stopped, looking for an owner, hoping
they would call it, but there was noone in sight and although the animal
had a profile from behind much like a
seated Great Dane, with a long back
and relatively narrow rib cage, when it
rose and made its way casually across
the few meters separating it from the
dense undergrowth to the side of the

Why not keep an eye out whilst you’re
in the woods, and see if you can
find evidence of the “Surrey Puma”
yourself? Perhaps you might even
catch a glimpse of it too.
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GARDENERS’ CLUB
2020 is the year we’ve really enjoyed
our gardens. We are lucky enough
to live in Westcott, a delightful
rural community surrounded by an
outstanding area of natural beauty.
During lockdown many of us have
made our gardens truly immaculate
and planted vegetables, maybe for
the first time.
In normal years the Gardeners’
Club would have been there in the
background to help and provide a bit
of fun with two shows to present your

potentially prize-winning blooms or
giant marrows.
Sadly in 2020, like so many organisations,
we had to curtail our activities. No
Gardening shows, no talks …but also
no subscriptions. A decision we made,
as we were effectively closed. We did
however, as a committee, continue
to maintain the triangle of land near
the old Indigo Spice as a wild flower
area and provide an advantageously
priced bulb supply. We also gave a
generous donation to light up the
Christmas tree on the village
green.
Let’s
hope
2021
will
eventually allow some return
to normality. We’re thinking
positively (and hopefully).
If you are an existing, or
maybe
an
enthusiastic
new member, full details
of how to join the Westcott
Gardeners’ Club will appear
in the next village magazine.
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We are planning two shows,
the Summer show on 10th
July and the Autumn Show
on 11th September. We
would love more people
to enter. It’s fun and a
friendly competition. This
year unfortunately our lovely
array of cups for both adults
and children have remained
in the cupboard. Such a

GARDENERS’ CLUB (cont.)
shame. However, we did feel one of
our committee deserved a special
acknowledgement. The Banksian
medal is our top trophy, normally
awarded to the member who has
notched up most points in our two
shows. This year no one could qualify
so the committee have unanimously,
and virtually, awarded it to Sheena
Salmon. Sheena is our wonderful
secretary and the award is made
in recognition of her hard work and
achievement in keeping the society
running after the sad death of our
former chairman, Jeremy Deloford.

on Wednesday 24th March. We
also plan to have a Zoom lecture by
Katherine Crouch, a BBC gardener
of the year, on “New tricks for old
gardeners”. This will be on 21st April at
7.30 pm. Non-members are welcome
to attend this talk, and if you wish to
do so please contact me for the Zoom
link. To express an interest in joining
us and receive our email updates do
contact me.
In the past we have collected the
subscriptions in cash when the street
steward delivered the membership
card, but this year we are hoping that
members will pay electronically. The
Benefits of membership are:
Entry to both shows for Exhibits
10% off at Buckland Nurseries
10% off servicing garden machinery at MPS
Discounted bulb sales
Discounted Compost
Free Raffle for Hampton Court tickets
at the Spring Talk
All of these benefits for just £5.00 per
household per year. Our membership
year starts on 1st April.

We do hope to meet new and old
members at our talks and lectures in
2021. But meanwhile we plan to try
and keep your interest in gardening
and nature alive in 2021. So, watch out
for our mystery wild flower photo in the
magazine.
Our AGM will be held by Zoom,
courtesy of the the Village Association,

Full details will be in the Village
Magazine and emailed to you. If
you’re not on our email list do contact
me.
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Alistair Meldrum
Chairman
a.meldrum@sky.com

Our Services include
South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-Run business
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been
established over 22 years.
We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to
Commercial businesses, local councils & private
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice
without any obligation.
Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified &
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

• Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting
& Crown Thinning
• Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding

• Branch removal

• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding

• Hedge Management

• Storm Clearance and Ground
Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk
Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS LTD
Tel 01306 881399
Mobile 07710-854040
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR

For Mortgages and Protection
A local and Friendly Service, tailored
to your needs based in Westcott
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd
is an Appointed Representative of Pink
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading
name of Advance Mortgage Funding
Limited which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765

phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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DORKING & HOLMBURY CHOIRS
DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY
Dorking Choral continues to enjoy weekly Zoom rehearsals. The format is lighthearted with time for an informal chat as well as exploration of the choral
repertoire, singing along with well-loved choirs selected by our DJ/Chorus
Director, Tim Ferguson who is still holed up in Norway. Members are revealing
their musical favourites during weekly “Desert Island Discs”. Thanks to the miracle
of modern technology we are joined from time to time by well known guests
who give us the benefit of their experience. Amongst those in February was
Robert Hollingworth, Director of I Faglioni, whose entertaining concerts can be
seen at Home (ifagiolini.com), Anyone interested in joining our sessions please
call Sarah on 07940 710198.
Over the weekend of 1st and 2nd May, we are sponsoring a “Song Surgery”
morphed to cope with the current performance climate and are offering
personalised mini-recitals – 30 minutes, in parties of two households or up to 6
people from different households – as a socially distanced dose of live culture
in a private garden setting. Bibi Heal will be accompanied by piano on one
day and accordion on the other. Please visit our website for further information.
dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk

HOLMBURY CHORAL SOCIETY
Sadly, the second lockdown arrived just as the choir was beginning to get into
the swing of socially distanced rehearsals at St Mary’s Church, Holmbury St Mary.
Members are keeping their voices in trim through Musical Evenings organized
by their conductor, Amy Bebbington, looking back with nostalgia at works
performed in previous concerts. These involve singing along with recordings
and videos of our concerts. Reliving much loved works by composers such as
Lauridsen, Whitaker, Vaughan Williams and many others only serves to whet
our appetites for the day when real singing returns. Regular Quiz Nights are
keeping us in social contact. Keep up with developments on future activities
and concerts at our website (www.holmburychoral.org)

Javed Kumar
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01306 88 55 33

For quotes or to make a booking
email us on: Enquiries@dorkingtaxis.co.uk

www.dorkingtaxis.co.uk
4 / 6 / 8 Seaters
Airport specialists
Ferry ports & Eurostar
Courier services available
Home to School Transport service available
Long distance journeys welcome
All drivers & vehicles are fully vetted by MVDC
& Surrey County Council

Lady drivers available on request
All major card payments accepted
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM
Sprung!

chiffchaffs and blackcaps to make
May and June the peak time to enjoy
the dawn chorus.

Spring that is, reptiles have come
out of hibernation, some species of
butterflies are out and birds are at their
most vocal – what a pleasure it is to
hear the dawn chorus after months of
relative dreary silence.

The early bird gets the worm
The first birds begin to sing about
an hour before sunrise. If you listen
carefully, you may notice that there is
a regular sequence, with some species
habitually starting before others.
Among the earliest to rise are skylarks,
song thrushes, robins and blackbirds,
and as they do eat worms there may
be some truth to the old saying!

Springing into song
From March to July, those feathered
alarm clocks are at it again, as they
defend their territories and sing to
attract a mate. Our songbirds time
their breeding season to the warmest
part of the year, when there is plenty
of food and lots of daylight in which
to find it. As winter turns to spring, the
lengthening daylight switches male
songbirds into breeding mode.

A more relaxed approach is taken
by wrens and warblers that typically
appear later. These smaller birds, who
are perhaps more sensitive to the
coldness of dawn, feed on insects
that themselves appear later in the
morning.

He who sings last...

The first songsters of the season are
residents such as robins and great
tits, joined later on by migrants like
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Singing is hard work, and uses hard
won food reserves, so it is the fittest,
best-fed males who produce the
strongest, most impressive song.
Females therefore choose a mate
who sings best, because such a male
is more likely to be good at raising
chicks, to have a good territory, or to
pass successful genes to their young.
In many species, once the female has
been attracted, the male will sing less

RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
often. A bird that sings on and on, late
into the season, is probably a lonely
bachelor who has failed to attract a
mate.

Toady shenanigans
The annual event of toads mating
is well under way and never has
the phrase ‘hanging on for dear
life’ been more apt. The male toad
gripping his partner with all his might
speaks volumes about the biological
imperative to pass on your genes. So
powerful is the urge, he might have
grabbed any suitable object in range,
were no female available. Male toads
have been known to seize other male
toads, frogs, small fish, tennis balls
floating in the water, even the hands
of volunteers running toad crossings
on busy roads! Sometimes several
males will all pile on, forming waddling
scrums.

‘embrace’, and is used by toads and
frogs worldwide. In many species, the
mature male has special adaptations
to strengthen his grip; the male
common toad, for instance, has a
spiny ‘nuptial pad’ on each thumb.
This looks like a dark extension to the
three inner fingers, and can be used to
determine a toad’s sex. The other clue,
perhaps more obvious, is size – female
toads are much bigger, especially in
spring when their bellies bulge with
unfertilised eggs.
When spawning does occur, female
toads produce long strings of eggs,
rather than the clusters of spawn laid by
frogs. The tadpoles behave differently
to those of frogs too – swimming in
shoals rather than individually. Toad
tadpoles are also unpalatable to fish,
unlike their froggy relatives.

Butterflies with attitude at altitude
Butterflies emerging are mainly the
ones that over winter as adults,
typically Brimstone, Peacock, Small
Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral. The Red
Admiral was in the past a migratory
butterfly not surviving the winter but a
recent increase in numbers indicates
that they are now over wintering in the
south of England.

The no-nonsense mating position is
known as amplexus, from the Latin for

One tough little butterfly that emerges
early is the Grizzled Skipper, though
small and moth-like it is indeed an
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RANGER @ LANDBARN FARM (cont.)
can sometimes disturb adders whilst
exploring undergrowth making them
susceptible to being bitten.
Our advice is to keep to paths, have
your dog under close control and
avoid scrub edges and long grass
between April and October.
If your pet is bitten by an adder (or
you suspect that it may have been),
you should keep your dog calm and
seek prompt veterinary attention.
Most adder bites result in pain and
inflammation around the muzzle,
where bites usually occur. Vets in
our area where adders occur, are
generally experienced in treating pets
that have received bites.

attractive little butterfly. Unlike the
butterflies that overwinter as adults,
this butterfly overwinters as a chrysalis.
It’s best seen on a hot spring day,
when males basking in the sun wait
for rival males to enter their domain.
The aerial dog fights that follow are
remarkable for their ferocity! The
males circle and dive and soar, each
trying to outmanoeuvre the other
and. Few butterflies can match these
spectacular aeronautics.

I hope you are all enjoying the warmer,
sunnier weather and get a chance
to go for a stroll on the downs to see
the wonderful wildlife delights it has to
offer.
Amanda
National Trust Area Ranger
amanda.barnicoat@nationaltrust.org.uk
Office: 01306 640062

Inquisitive dogs and Adders
Just a little note of caution for dog
walkers. It’s about this time of year that
Adders will be coming out of winter
hibernation. Dogs are occasionally
bitten by adders; although the bites
are painful they are very rarely fatal.
Adders are quite timid in nature and
will not usually bite unless they feel
threatened or cornered. They prefer
to move on if given the chance to do
so. Due to their inquisitive nature, dogs

Red hat among the
catkins
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EASTER
Services at Holy Trinity Church

Holy Week and Easter Services in Holy Trinity
Please book in.
We are delighted to let you know that we will be holding
services in Church from Palm Sunday, through Holy Week to
Easter. We anticipate then ongoing, with 8.30am Communion
every Sunday.
Holy Trinity will be open for private prayer on Sundays and
Wednesdays, 9:30am-4pm from Easter Sunday.
As always, we are very mindful of ensuring that we can hold
our services in a safe manner. Therefore, we will be running
a service booking system at Easter as we did at Christmas to
ensure we can accommodate the congregation with social
distancing. Unfortunately there will be no singing due to the
restrictions, but there will be music.
If you would like to attend any of the services below,
please email churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
and we will reserve your space. Unless you state otherwise
we will assume all members of your party are in a ‘bubble’
and can sit together.

Palm Sunday
Sunday 28th March 8:30am Communion

Maundy Thursday
Thursday 1st April 7:00pm Communion

Good Friday
Friday 2nd April

9:30am Prayer (no need to book)
2:00pm Service of the Last Hour

Easter Sunday
Sunday 3rd April

8:30am BCP Communion
5:00pm Easter Day Communion
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Services on Zoom
These ‘parish’ online Zoom services have been held weekly since
March 2020 and reflect the people of the Church in Westcott,
with a mixture of traditional and contemporary music.

Palm Sunday
Sunday 28th March 4:00pm 4 O’Clock Church
An all-age service for Palm Sunday.
For joining details please email Ellie,
Children and Families’ worker
e.lister.holytrinitywestcott@gmail.com.

Easter Sunday
Sunday 3rd April

10:30am Easter Day Zoom Service
For joining details please visit our
website to sign up to our emailing list
or email Sarah, administrator
sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or Alan, Vicar 01306 644868
This service can also be joined by
telephone for those who prefer this

We look forward
to celebrating with you

41

BRITAIN’S BEST LOVED
STAR TO HELP
FORGOTTEN CHILDREN!
Britain’s best loved star, Joanna Lumley OBE, will be taking time out next Monday, 8th March, to talk
about how a British charity has been helping children in a
region where conflict continues to be a frightening reality.
Kids for Kids, founded in 2001 by Patricia Parker MBE,
when she had a chance encounter with a small nine year
old boy in the deserts of Darfur, has been quietly adopting
village after village in the remote region of Darfur, Sudan,
where children live in arguably the most deprived
conditions in the world. “Not even the geography teacher
at Wycombe Abbey had heard of Darfur back then” said
Patricia. “Who would believe that someone as wonderful
as Joanna would become our Patron? Now, on Monday she is going to interview me live on Zoom at
our virtual 20th Birthday Party. It’s a miracle that Kids for Kids has continued without a break to adopt
villages year after year, despite conflict which has destroyed countless lives and homes - and it’s a
miracle to have Joanna’s support. One day I hope she will meet the little boy whose lonely walk for
water across the desert was the inspiration behind the charity.”
With the help of Patrons which include Julie Etchingham, Timothy West, Eamon Holmes and Miriam
Margolyes and nearly 4,000 supporters across the world, Kids for Kids has transformed the lives of
over half a million people living out of sight in the remote villages of Darfur.
If you would like to join in the celebrations, tickets are minimum donation £10 from
https://www.kidsforkids.org.uk/event/20th-birthday-celebratory-evening/
Please bring a glass (or two)!
.............................................
www.kidsforkids.org.uk
for further details: Anna@kidsforkids.org.uk 07957206440

Note to Editor:
Kids for Kids adopts a village, introducing an integrated package of grass roots projects identified by the villagers
themselves as things they are in need of most – and which will help them out of poverty long term. The ‘lend a
goat’ scheme is the key focus of Kids for Kids, we provide goats for milk to strengthen people’s immune systems.
The training of midwives and first aid workers, planting sustainable forests and fruit trees, installing water pumps
in villages so they have clean, fresh water and building kindergartens are all part of the charity’s work towards
creating a sustainable and lasting change.
www.kidsforkids.org.uk

contact@kidsforkids.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1100045 a Company limited by Guarantee 04607292
Recognised in Sudan as a Charitable Foundation.
Registered in the United States as US Friends of Kids for Kids via Global Giving 501(c)3
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DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING REVIEW
Are you a survivor or victim of church
related abuse?

forward may be extremely difficult
and dedicated support has been set
up for you. Two confidential listening
services have been set up, for those
people who have experienced
church related abuse but who might
want to talk through their experiences
and feelings before taking any next
step.

Could you help the Diocese of
Guildford to learn from the past and
protect the future?

The Diocese of Guildford is currently
reviewing all its records, across all
162 parishes, to ensure that all safeguarding concerns and allegations
have been identified, reported, and
appropriately actioned. Critical to
this, is the voice of survivors and
victims. The Diocese of Guildford
wants to listen to and to learn from
your experiences and ensure that
your voices are heard throughout this
review process.

To find out more about the support
available please check out this
website address. www.cofeguildford.
org.uk/about/safeguarding/pastcases-review-2-(pcr2)

Building the safest community we can
Bishop Andrew, Diocesan Bishop for
the Diocese of Guildford explains why
we are doing this: “It is important we
do everything we can to make our
churches the safest places they can
be. Safe means different things to
different people but this review will
help us to ensure that the concerns
reported to our churches have been
dealt with properly, and the care
taken and the support given is of
the high quality that people rightly
deserve. We have learnt from a
previous review that that survivors
and victims’ voices are critical, and I
would urge you to come forward.”

Coming forward
Anybody who would like to give
information or make disclosures about
church-related abuse is asked to
contact
Diocesan
Safeguarding
Advisor, Jackie Broadfoot on jackie.
broadfoot@cofeguildford.org.uk or
07918 559387.

Support is available
The Diocese recognises that coming
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ABINGER NURSERY
protect ourselves if riding our bikes on
the road. Our crossing the road song
helps us remember these things in a
fun way!

Although for most of the world, normal
life has been put on hold we are
incredibly thankful that we’ve been
allowed to remain open, continuing
the fun we had together last year and
experiencing many new things as we
leapt forward into 2021.

Our culinary skills continued to
develop and delight! We created
chewy chocolate biscuits and tasty
traffic light pizzas, with green, red
and orange toppings. Everything we
make is entirely from scratch and we
produced our own (secret recipe)
dough for perfect pizzas! We’ve also
been keeping the birds of Abinger well
fed by making bird feeder hoops to
hang in the trees.

In January the frosty weather gave us
the opportunity to investigate what
happens to water when it freezes and
then melts. We don’t mind being chilly
if it means we get to paint with ice,
chip away at it, move it around with
our dumper trucks and best of all build
igloos for the penguins! We were lucky
enough to find the last of the small
amount of snow that fell in the park,
when we ventured out on an Arctic
expedition.

Although we’re not really going
anywhere at the moment our
imaginations allow us to explore the
rest of the world from the safety of
the Evelyn Hall, where we went to the
Airport, boarded a plane and made
our way to Africa - all with the help
of our homemade passports. There’s
simply no stopping us!
What a lot of lovely snow February
brought us! We were extremely excited
to crunch across the thick, magically
untouched white carpet, laid for
us in our nursery garden. It was, for
everyone a break from the norm and
a chance to get properly playful with
friendly snowball fights, snow castle
building and snow angel creating. It
was also the perfect excuse to warm
up with a hot chocolate!

Alongside our wintery theme, we
learnt all about transport and enjoyed
building our own garages, making
racetracks and learning some different
road signs. We discussed road safety
and the various things we can do to
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Established Local Family Business
Over 20 Years Experience
Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
Friendly, First Class Service
Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

• Qualified
Florists • Fresh
&Business
Plants • Local Delivery •
Established
LocalFlowers
Family
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral
Tribute
Specialists
• Interflora Worldwide •
Over
20 Years
Experience

Stylish, fabulous headwear for women
going through chemo/long term hair
loss. Online at www.suburbanturban.com
or drop in to the studio, behind the
Westcott Bakery. Tel: 01306-640123

Internal & External

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
Commercial
T: 01306
883511&•Domestic
E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
Friendly,
First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

WESTCOTT

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

01306 885379

Friendly village garage
Superb service
Good value
MoT’s arranged
Member of Guild of
Master Craftsmen
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ABINGER NURSERY (cont.)
We learnt about the rest of the world
by celebrating some international
events. On Australia day we chose to
make delicious Anzac biscuits and for
Chinese New Year we opened up
a Chinese restaurant, which we
decorated with homemade lanterns.
We are all now experts with chopsticks!!

One day we decided we wanted to
dance, so we pulled out our best ever
dance moves and listened to a wide
variety of music to see which suited
our moves most. Classical, jazz, rock,
swing, you name it, we boogied to
it. So much so we had our very own
dance off!! Later, we made music
shakers to continue the musical
theme and shook them within our mini
orchestra.
Of course February also gave us an
opportunity to think about love and
we talked about all the people that
are special to us. We made some
beautiful cards and salt dough heart
decorations for them to enjoy. We
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embraced all things pink with pink rice,
love hearts and pom poms to play
with! What a way to celebrate
Valentines!
And so to March with the promise of
Spring, World Book Day, Mother’s Day
and then Easter! The sunnier days are
getting longer and we have been
learning all about things that grow.
One of our parents kindly made us a
fantastic planter which gave us the
opportunity to choose what we would
like to grow. We are looking forward to
watching the process and being able
to eat the end products! Alongside
our fruit and veg we are each
growing individual sunflowers. Watch
this space for a picture of the tallest of
them all!
If you have a child looking to start
Nursery in the Summer Term or in
September please don’t hesitate to
get in touch. Please call 07842 978823
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to show you
around!

Kate Fairbrass

Snowman ready for
anything

ANN MORRISON MONIE 1923 - 2020
Ann was born Ann
Morrison
Grindlay
in
1923
on
the
29th
September,
Michaelmas
Day,
and she used to
refer to herself as a
Michaelmas goose.
She grew up happily in London and
eventually boarded at Wycombe
Abbey. Then when World War II broke
out, she quickly signed up to join
the women’s army. She trained in
Guildford and was posted to Southern
Command HQ at Wilton House just
outside of Salisbury. She worked there
as a secretary organising comforts
for the troops. She also felt one of
her duties was to dance with the
troops especially the Norwegians, as
“Dancing with them was the least we
could do as they’d lost everything!”
Ann was later posted to Whitby, North
Yorkshire, where she met her husbandto-be, Neil Monie, who was stationed
there in the 1940s. “He took me under
his wing,” she once reminisced.
Neil and Ann married in 1947 and
bought a house in Westcott in the early
1950s to be nearer Neil’s parents in
West Horsley. They had many shared
interests such as walking in the hills and
birdwatching. Ann enjoyed village life
and founded the Coffee Mornings at
the Reading Room in 1966 which - until
the recent pandemic - was still going
strong. Neil and Ann regularly holidayed
in St David’s, Wales, where they tried

their hand at surfing. Very sadly, in 1971
Ann’s husband Neil died at the age
of just 51 leaving Ann a widow. Ann
got involved in many local activities
and good causes, including helping
to found the Westcott History Group in
1999. She also took up Scottish Dancing
with her friend Pauline Huxtable as
well as taking a keen interest in historic
building restoration and preservation.
She was also well known for her love
of dogs whom she regularly walked up
into the Surrey Hills.
In 2017 a friend of Ann’s, seeing that
she needed help in the garden,
recommended someone who had
lived in the village for many years. He
and Ann became very good friends
and she asked him to help in the
house, and then with her failing health
to organise additional carers for her
too. He managed this with Ann’s best
interests at heart and helped give
Ann a final new lease of life. He took
Ann on a holiday to Salisbury to revisit
where she was based in the war; along
with another carer they had a lovely
time taking a trip down memory lane.
On the 8th September 2020, Ann died
peacefully
at
home after a spell
in a hospital due
to a seizure. She
was much loved by
many and will be
very much missed
by the Westcott
Ann playing an extra in a
community.
period drama shot in Shere
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APRIL PUZZLE

This month we have a crossword, supplied by a puzzle setter who said he’ll
provide a prize for the first person to solve the puzzle and work out the Easter
related word using the letters in the grey boxes. Email your answers to editor@
westcottmag.com and the winner will be announced next month.
Across Clues

Down Clues

1. Large scale military exercise (9)
6. Steak and kidney is a type of these (4)
7. A holiday representative, famous
for his beard and outfit (5)
8. Used in music notation, the Italian
term for “tied together” (6)
10. Name for a young feline (6)
11. Bitterly regretting (5)
13. Greetings, from a country shaped
like a boot (4)
14. Collection of literary works (9)

1. Cartographers (9)
2. Author of Five Children and It, E. _____ (6)
3. Invisible (6)
4. Kanga’s child (3)
8. Measure from end to end (6)
9. Legs _____, anagram of Kombai (6)
12. What is the relationship of Tiny Tim
to Bob Cratchit? (3)
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Sherlock Funeral Service
130-year-old, independent,
family business.

•
•
•
•

Funeral Directors & Monumental
Masons
Private Service Chapel & Rest
Rooms
Home visits if required
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Trellis House
190 South Street
Dorking RH4 2ES
T: 01306 882266
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk
Sherlock Funeral Service
is a part of Stoneman
Funeral Service as of
2010.
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READING ROOM
Welcome to spring from all of us at the Reading Room. We are planning to reopen
the Hall for all activities on Monday 17th May 2021 in line with Government plans.
That means that all regular users can return and we can also start to accept
casual bookings for children’s parties, fundraising events etc. in a COVID safe
environment.
There are a number of weekly slots available to weekly users so please do contact
us via the website or phone number to see what good value the Reading Room
represents for social, artistic, creative and healthy activities.
We still have a car parking space
available for annual contract to
allow those with limited/poor parking
options to have a secure place with
easy access 24/7.
The Reading Room offers a large hall with stage, tables and chairs to seat 96.
fast Wi-Fi, variable lighting, a mobile speaker system, piano, full kitchen, large
storage lockers, small meeting room with separate access and ample car
parking.
More information from the Reading Room website www.westcottreadingroom.
org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636.
Westcott Village Hall Trust

Westcott from
the North
Downs Way
- photo by
James Friend
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Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard:
01306
884432
We
are a multi-office Law
Firm servicing
the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
www.meaby.co.uk
Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

Family&&wisdom
Divorce Law
Property since 1848
Strength
in law & business

meaby-&-co
Media@MeabyandCo
Law
Crisis
Management MeabyandCo
Litigation
& Mediation
We are
a multi-office
Law Firm servicingReputation
the needs of Protection
our clients throughout
London,
the South East,Law
across the United
Kingdom and
Worldwide.
Employment
Company
Corporate
Private
Client
Fraud & Private Crime
Family
& Divorce
Law
Property
Media Law
Crisis Management
Litigation
& Mediation
Reputation Protection
Branch
offices in: Employment
Company
Corporate
Dorking |Law
Soho | Camberwell
Green
| Chigwell
Private
Client
Fraud & Private Crime
Switchboard:
01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk
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in: @MeabyandCo
meaby-&-co
MeabyandCo
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk
@MeabyandCo

meaby-&-co

MeabyandCo
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QRMW
February ended with Spring well and
truly in the air, the sun shone and the
spring flowers burst into bloom and
the beginning of March saw the birds
singing loudly and nest building with
earnest.

In the meantime I have been busy in
lockdown making bird boxes. Some
ready for hanging in various sizes and
shapes and some in plain wood for
you or children to decorate. Please
contact
debbiehornblow@yahoo.
co.uk for prices and to order.

As a consequence of Mr Johnson’s
‘road map’ the Trustees of QRMW
made the decision to postpone our
annual Anniversary celebration for a
month and it will now take place on
Saturday 3rd July. This year our Guest
of Honour will be one of our wonderful
Chelsea Pensioners and they will be
joining us at the woodland.
A Commemoration Service in the
Garden of Remembrance will take
place when we will plant a tree in
honour of all Chelsea Pensioners and
some veterans’ families will be planting
saplings in memory of their loved ones.
There will be entertainment by one
of our own Veterans and I personally
can’t wait for the performance in the
woodland by The Gospel Choir from
The Willesden Church of The New
Testament!

All monies raised by QRMW go into the
memorial fund to assist those Veterans
who need immediate assistance as
well as improving the woodland, a safe
place where Veterans can come to
reflect, walk and talk with like minded
individuals.
The woodland has been recognised
for its therapeutic qualities by various
organisations who help Veterans
suffering the effects of active service.
But the woodland is there for ALL to
enjoy the flora and fauna of an English
ancient woodland so I look forward to
meeting you and making you a cup of
tea as we go into the warmer weather
and better times to come.

There will be a BBQ and a bar plus
some exciting stalls selling beautiful
crafts, a Grand Raffle, a Bottle Tombola
and a cake stall. We are also lucky to
have The Vipers Military Band and a
number of vintage vehicles on display,
all making 3rd July a day of honour and
celebration to which ALL are welcome,
so do make a note in your diaries.
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Paul Cooling
Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in
Westcott with over 30 years of
experience
All aspects of tree care and hedge
management undertaken
Contact us on 01306 875146 or
07855232552
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com
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DORKING MUSEUM
At the time of writing, Boris’ ‘lockdown
roadmap’ is promising the gradual
opening-up of the country over the
coming months to a mass sigh of relief.
Some aspects of life will be returning to
something resembling a new normality.

of the morning the youngsters were as
active in carrying out the buns, and
selling them, as of Good Fridays of the
present time.’
However, it does appear that museums
will not be able to reopen until May, so
we will not be able to hold our regular
Easter family activity in the Museum this
year. But do not despair …

In his “Recollections of Old Dorking”
(1878), South Street linen-draper
Charles Rose wrote of life in the town of
his childhood in the early 19th century.
He recalls that Easter was ‘a great
Church festival’, but that ‘Good Friday
was not then regarded, either as a
holy-day or a holiday, as it is at present’

Family Easter Activity Packs: Unleash
your children’s springtime creativity
with
an
Easter
Activity
Pack,
compliments of Dorking Museum.
Inside each
pack will be
everything
you
need
to
make
an
eggciting Easter
or
Spring
greeting
card.
Just
add
felt
pens and a
bit of glue. The Easter Activity Packs will
be available to collect starting Friday
2nd through to 17th April.

and that shops were ‘open throughout
the day till dusk. “Hot-cross” buns were
as plentiful and as generally partaken
of then as now, and in the early part

Hop on over to our friends at Head for
the Hills on West Street to collect yours.
An adult needs to accompany a child,
and there is a limit of two packs per
family, please. Details will be included
in the pack for sharing photos of your
incredible creations on the Museum
website. Activity packs are free for the
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PROBABLY THE BEST

TOPSOIL & TURF
IN THE SOUTH EAST

Renowned for our Premium Grade Certificated Topsoils
and High Quality Turf, we supply retail customers,
landscapers as well as trade and wholesale users.

We also sell: •LAWN REPAIR MIXES •TOP DRESSING
•QUALITY GRASS SEED •SOIL CONDITIONER
•COMPOST •MULCHES •SELECTED AGGREGATES
•PEA SHINGLES •SOFT AND HARDWOOD SLEEPERS
•HARDWOOD LOGS •COAL AND KINDLING
•ROCK SALT and much more...!

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at

www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • 5% DISCOUNT CODE WESCOTT18

NEW

YARD NEAR
HORSHAM
OPEN
NOW!

BARKS & WOODCHIP • PLAY SAND & PLAY BARK • LAWN TURF & GRASS SEED

• PREMIUM & CONTRACT SOILS • ERICACEOUS & SPECIALIST SOILS • LOW FERTILITY &

BESPOKE BLENDED SOILS • LIGHTWEIGHT ROOF SOILS • SPORTS LOAMS & DRESSINGS • SOIL CONDITIONER, COMPOST & MULCHES•

ASS SEED

• WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED • DECORATIVE STONE • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING
BHL 128mmx92mm.indd 1
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• PREMIUM &

• WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED • DECORATIVE STONE • BUILDING AGGREGATES • MIXED RAILWAY SLEEPERS • KILN DRIED LOGS AND KINDLING
01/05/2019 14:00

DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
asking, but supplies are limited, so do
not miss out.

social mores, conventions or legal
framework of the time.
Museum Chairman Kathy Atherton
says, “As life for LGBT people has
changed so much in the last 30 years,
and none of it tends to be documented
(except in the newspapers), this seems
to be an area of history that we
may have neglected. Even people
growing up in the 1970s and 1980s will
have stories that are very different from
life today. And LGBT history tends to be
focussed on the big cities – we don’t
know what life was like in a small town,
even relatively recently.

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service: The Museum is excited to be one
of 10 Surrey organisations nominated
for the 2021 awards. The QAVS is the
h i g h e s t
national
h o n o u r
presented
to
local
volunteer
g r o u p s
a c r o s s
the
UK,
awarded to
exceptional
groups of volunteers who regularly
contribute their own time to enhance
and improve the lives of others, and
whose level of initiative and impact
are truly outstanding. It is the MBE for
volunteer groups and is awarded for the
lifetime of the organisation. We would
like to thank those who nominated,
supported and recommended the
Museum. Winners will be announced
on 2nd June.

“We would like to be able to reflect this
perspective as part of our oral history
project, ideally led and shaped by
the LGBT community in recording their
experiences. Please do get in touch
if you would like to be involved or if
you know anyone else who might be
willing to be involved. This could be
anyone in the LGBT community – even
people growing up relatively recently
are going to have experiences worth
recording for posterity.” If so, please
contact admin@dorkingmuseum.org.
uk in strict confidence.

LGBTQ+ community: The preparation
of our E M Forster exhibition last year
(currently on hold) reminded us that
the history of the gay rights and related
civil rights movements are topics on
which history has frequently remained
relatively silent, often because of the

The Museum is at 62 West Street,
Dorking RH4 1BS.
Please check
the website for re-opening, www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries to
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
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Your local law firm for you, your family and
your business

Need advice with family or private wealth matters?

Samantha Jago

Sara McGrigor

Samantha.Jago@dmhstallard.com

Sara.McGrigor@dmhstallard.com

Specialist in relationship breakdown and family law

Specialist in wills, probate and inheritance tax planning

No obligation initial meeting with Samantha or Sara
(Quote reference DMH Stallard Surrey) - 01483 302345
Guildford | Brighton | Gatwick | Horsham | London

dmhstallard.com

For All Your Fencing
And Landscaping Needs

BUY, SELL OR LET
your property with…

Fully Qualified, Experienced and
Insured Since 1986.

Call David Seall on
07887 766 161

Local People • Local Knowledge • Local Experts

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

Mad Horse Copse Farm
Lognore Lane
Westcott
Nr Dorking
Surrey RH4 3GB

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk
27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk
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THE GREAT BACK GARDEN OF WESTCOTT
How fortunate we are to live in
such a beautiful location. Situated
in the Surrey Hills there are lots of
places to walk and many wonderful
things to see in our shared ‘back
garden’. For those who like to learn
about certain things that are growing
out on our pathways how about this
one:

are important in the dispersal of the
seeds.

Invasiveness
In the UK and many parts of Europe,
it may be seen in a variety of habitats
such as the edges of woodlands,
hedgerows, or within woods where
a gap in the canopy has formed;
though it does tend to like chalky
soils – which is probably why it is
seen so widely around Westcott.
Due to its climbing behaviour, it is
an invasive plant in most places,
including many in which it is native.
In New Zealand it is declared an
“unwanted organism” and cannot
be sold, propagated or distributed
as it is a potential threat to native
plants since it grows vigorously and
forms a canopy which smothers all
other plants.

Old Man’s Beard/Clematis vitalba (or Traveller’s Joy)

This wild plant actually is a Wild
Clematis and belongs to the
Buttercup family. It is commonly seen
growing in hedgerows where it stands
out in the autumn and winter when
it’s covered in fluffy white seed heads
or grey tufted balls which have a
slight almond scent. The many fruits
formed have long silky appendages
which, seen together, give the
characteristic appearance of an
old man’s beard. Many children
may think that this plant was the
inspiration for the trees in the Dr Zeuss
film ‘The Lorax’. These silky structures

59

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

Call now on 01737 845980

Brockham based. No call out charges.
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

ChalkHill Systems

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you

Premier
Gardens
Garden Maintenance

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd 1

18/12/2013 18:26:00

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year
• Complete lawn care & mowing
• Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
• Moss control & complete weed
treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

• Fruit trees pruned
• Hedge trimming
• Leaf clearing
• Hard stand jet washing
• Turfing & seeding
• Plants supplied and planting
Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Office: 01306 898 917
Mobile: 07887 511 515
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THE GREAT BACK GARDEN OF WESTCOTT
Historical Uses

Interesting Facts

Clematis vitalba was used to make
rope during the Stone Age in
Switzerland. In Slovenia, the stems
of the plant were used for weaving
baskets for onions and also for
binding crops. It was particularly useful
for binding sheaves of grain because
mice do not gnaw on it. In Italy,
the sprouts are harvested to make
omelettes called “vitalbini” in Tuscany,
“visoni” in Venice). It is also widely
considered in the medical community
to be an effective cure for stress and
nerves.

The French name for Old Man’s Beard
is ‘Herbe aux Gueux’ – the beggar’s
or rascal’s herb. This is a reference
to its use by beggars; they used its
acrid sap to irritate the skin to give it
a sore and ulcerated look – in order
to induce sympathy in, and perhaps a
donation from, passers by!

Jo Smewing
Westcott Gardening Club

WESTCOTT VILLAGE
COFFEE MORNING
To all our loyal volunteers and supporters.
Hopefully by now you all have had at least your first vaccine,
giving us hope for a better summer.
However due to the ongoing uncertainty we are still not certain
when the coffee mornings will restart.
Please check the Magazine for updates.
Stay safe,
Jean
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JENNIFER MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS LLP
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters
NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

Tel: 01483 562722
The Old Post Ofﬁce, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

We advise on law but do much, much more!

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

Dorking Pest Control
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Services

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Felling • Tree Surgery
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutting
• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected
• Fully Insured Free Estimates

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
• Contract Work
• Preventative Control Programmes

Tel: 01403 824048
Mobile: 07714 689 824

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey
Office:
Ivor:
Chris:

01306 743001
07710 117491
07971 519415

CHEAP HARDWOOD

LOGS FOR SALE

www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT
RESTORE OUR EARTH!
The healthier nature is, the healthier the
planet – and its people.

because of loss of vegetation structure
and resources needed by insects and,
as Buglife puts it ‘the small things that
run the world.’ With so much farmed
land now ecological desert we need
to look after these other spaces.
Please don’t overtidy!
overmow!

Please don’t

With one in seven species in Britain
at risk of extinction, there is an urgent
need to restore natural habitats, to
reverse the degradation that has taken
place over the past fifty years.
The theme for this year’s Earth Day (April
22nd) is ‘Restore Our Earth’ and, with
this in mind, this month we’re looking at
ways to encourage wildlife.

This is really important for moths too!
For every kind of butterfly in Britain,
there are 40 kinds of moth (only two eat
clothes!) Moth numbers have declined
dramatically, especially in southern
England, and as their caterpillars feed
many of our birds, moth losses are
driving bird declines. Moths need plant
debris and fallen leaves to provide
shelter in the winter and feed on many
native plants that we consider weeds.

Local expert Gail Jeffcoate - a volunteer
with the charity Butterfly Conservation
and author of ‘The Box Hill Book of
Butterflies’ – says ‘ what is becoming
known as Ecological Tidiness Disorder
is a huge problem. Over-cutting of
vegetation and mowing of verges is
resulting in over tidy gardens, parks,
cemeteries etc that no longer support
butterflies, moths and other insects that
are crucial in the food chain. We are
seeing ‘trophic collapse’ of ecosystems

So let’s take it easy in the garden and
elsewhere and not worry about a bit
of natural untidiness, knowing that this
allows nature to thrive!
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Care and Choice
Bespoke live in care

Live in Care specialists because “There’s no place like home”

[Cite Our
yourprofessional
source here.]team
Surprisingly live-in care is a more affordable option than leaving your own home.
has a wealth of experience in recruiting the perfect Caregiver for each client, so if you would like to know
more, give our friendly team a call.
Live-in Care is a perfect alternative to residential care – one to one care at home.
Take a Break- Respite for family members or permanent Caregivers looking for
cover for holidays or special occasions.
Home from Hospital -One to one TLC – helping you to settle back at home.

Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise
in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and

www.careandchoice.co.uk Phone: 01403 339200 Email: info@careandchoice.co.uk

LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:
• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and
installation
• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerﬂushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water
systems and shower pumps

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk
www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley
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Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the

ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT (cont.)
PLANTS TO BENEFIT BUTTERFLIES
Adult butterflies mostly feed on nectar,
which they will take from cultivated and
wildflowers. To attract butterflies, grow
plants to provide nectar all through
from spring to autumn, including:
aubretia, Buddleia, candytuft, hebe,
sedum, lavender, Michaelmas daisy,
marjoram, perennial wallflower, red
valerian, verbena bonariensis.

Nectar-rich plants will feed adult
butterflies, but won’t increase their
numbers. For butterflies to breed
they need the specific plants their
caterpillars feed on. Not many breed
in gardens. Holly Blue will, if you have
flowering Holly, ie female Holly that
produces berries, and flowering Ivy. The
spring brood of Holly Blue lays eggs on
Holly buds, the late summer brood lays
on Ivy flower buds.
Flowering Ivy is a really important plant.
As well as Holly Blues the flowers attract
Red Admirals in autumn, to feed but
not breed. It also attracts a big range
of other insects, eg Ivy Bee, a cute furry
bee that only arrived in Britain a few
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years ago, and other bees, hoverflies,
wasps etc. The Brimstone breeds on
Buckthorn. It will use Alder Buckthorn
and also Purging Buckthorn. These
two are not related! Purging grows
on chalky soils. One of the best things
to do for butterflies in the garden is to
grow a buckthorn.

Orange-tips breed on Garlic Mustard
and Honesty and will use gardens.
Nettles are used by Peacocks,
Commas,
Red
Admirals,
Small
Tortoiseshells - related butterflies,
known as ‘vanessids’. So, nettles are
good in a garden but must be in full
sun! Remember butterflies are cold
blooded and need as much sun and
warmth as possible.

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable
cleaners who can solve all your
household chores.
Working in Westcott for 12 years.
Local references available.

Phone 07590 276238

01306 711293

edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926,
Capel-based
and family owned
• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves
• Contact us
for your FREE
estimate...

66

ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT (cont.)
Nasturtiums will be used by the Large
White and Small White (the two
‘Cabbage Whites’) for breeding. Grow
them to attract the butterflies away from
your cabbages! Hedges - with native
plants such as Hawthorn, Blackthorn are really important. Let them flower
and produce fruit. Don’t cut back hard
every year. Brown Hairsteak, a fabulous
butterfly that is common in this area
but nationally scarce, lays its eggs on
young Blackthorn in September and
the eggs stay on the bushes through
the winter. Many are lost when the
hedges are cut back.

over the winter. Many thanks to
Gail Jeffcoate for providing all this
invaluable information. ‘The Boxhill
Book of Butterflies’ by Gail Jeffcoate
is available from www.friendsofboxhill.
org.uk
Gail has also been involved in the
successful Surrey Small Blue Stepping
Stones Project. This saw the creation of
habitat stepping-stones to permanently
link up the colonies of the Small Blue
butterfly – a scarce and declining
butterfly nationally - on the North
Downs between Guildford and Box Hill.
For more information on this please visit
the Butterfly Conservation website.

RESTORE THE EARTH: WHAT CAN I DO?
Don’t overtidy: Mow less often and
leave plant debris overwinter, set aside
space for nature.
Plant for wildlife: Plant a buckthorn,
or one of the other plants mentioned
above. It is wise to buy plants from an
organic nursery to ensure that plants
you are buying to benefit wildlife have
not been treated with or grown using
harmful chemicals.

A wildflower meadow with Common
Sorrel will attract Small Copper; Birdsfoot
Trefoil will attract Common Blue; the
grasses attract ‘browns’ including
Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Small
Heath, Speckled Wood to lay eggs.
D o n ’ t
cut all the
meadow
at
once.
Leave some
patches
u n c u t
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Go chemical free: Pesticides are
harmful to species that they are not
intended to target, such as bees and
other pollinators and humans. Find out
more about alternatives to pesticides
in the garden on the Pesticide Action
Network website: www.pan-uk.org

JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED
DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals),
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖ Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖ Denbies Wine Estate
❖ 8-year residency at Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖ Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and
many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very
reasonable…..why wait?
Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com

Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102
email at ralph@jaz2.com

68

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH
Al’s Chimney Sweeps

– that way you can be sure you’ve
cleared everything.

When did you last get your chimney
swept?
Alex Rapley of
Al’s Chimney
Sweeps
Westcott’s
r e s i d e n t
c h i m n e y
sweep
explains why
it’s so important
to get your
chimney swept
annually…
“Ash build up occurs with all open fires
and stoves, and there are two main
dangers with leaving your chimneys
un-swept;

Alex has swept many chimneys over
the years, and can share some horror
stories: in one case he had to use a
breaker and chisels to remove a long
standing bird’s nest that was so rock
hard with flammable creosote resin, it
was remarkable that it hadn’t caused
a major fire.

1. Without proper ventilation using your
fire may cause breathing difficulties,
and in the worst cases, carbon
monoxide poisoning

The residue that comes out of regularly
swept chimneys is relatively small and

2. Creosote (a highly flammable tar-like
by-product of burning wood) builds up
all the time in your chimney and if left
unchecked can cause a chimney fire.
“
Sometimes birds build nests or roost
inside chimneys which can also cause
blockages and fire hazards. Alex says
that’s why it’s so important to sweep
the chimney right to the top, so the
brush literally pokes out of the chimney
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The Safe Pair of Hands
Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & Executorship
For advice, please call us on:
01306 880880
or email:
partners@bullimores.co.uk
www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved
legal activity of non-contentious probate
in England & Wales by the ICAEW

LOCAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING COMPANY

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames
Paper Hanging

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
TRADITIONAL
• BEDS CARPENTRY & JOINERY

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

J.A. JOINERY

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

• TRADITIONAL
LEDGED
DOORS
FRIENDLY,
RELIABLE AND
TRUSTWORTHY
• WINDOWS
FOR
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
• TIMBER
FRAMING
CALL
JAMES ON
• WARDROBES
HOME: 01306 621193
• BESPOKE
GATES
MOB: 07989
585707
• CABINETS
EMAIL
: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
• KITCHENS
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk
• BEDS

07876 130 016

jhnsmthrs@aol.com
jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH (cont.)
easy to contain. Alex uses dust sheets
to protect your carpets and furniture,
and brings his Henry Hoover to make
sure he clears up all the dust and debris.

whether your chimney is lined – Alex
can tell you.
Any time is good to get your chimneys
swept, particularly if you use your fire
year round. Don’t delay – give Alex a
call today and book in your chimney
sweep! Al’s Chimney Sweeps 07415
746276 (Fully insured).

It’s advisable to have a properly lined
chimney, Alex says this helps prevent
smoke and gases escaping into the
house, and protects the chimney
masonry structure from heat and
smoke damage. If you’re not sure

Anna Kemkers

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
Brockham Choral Society has just had their 1st rehearsal of 2021
which was a ZOOMING success.
Preparation for new music was gathered not only by the Music Selection
Committee but by our enthusiastic Music Director Cole Bendall,
supported with recordings of piano accompaniments distributed
to the choir by our accompanist Marion Lea.
We are hoping that our voices will be heard in a live performance on
May 22nd, featuring Dvorak ‘Mass in D’ and excerpts from Carl Jenkins
the ‘Armed Man’ amongst other musical treats. The choir will be
accompanied by the Covent Garden Sinfonia Wind Quintet with Cello.
When the current Covid situation allows us, we are ready to
rehearse live at St. Joseph’s Church as all the necessary
Covid security checks are in place.
If you would like to join us you will receive a very warm welcome.
Please visit our website www.brockhamchoral.org
for up-to-date information.
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M.F. Decorating & Building Maintenance
We are a small family run business established for over 30 years

We follow all social distancing protocols:
Our services include:
Internal/external painting and decorating
Wallpapering
Building maintenance (internal and external)
Plastering/plaster boarding/Tiling etc
Free estimates
For any enquiries please contact Adrian:
01306 882083/07958 712522
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HEDGEHOG SURVEY
A spike in appreciation for our English
Country gardens!

country. So, we need to do everything
we can to look after these little guys!

A blessing many of us have been
reminded of during this time is our awe
and love of nature. The warm winter
sun and the crisp, brisk air reminds us
of who we are and the small priceless
joys in life. Now that the race of cars
have fallen silent the birds flock in the
trees, their song carries on the morning
breeze, a cup of tea in hand and the
dappled light pouring through the
canopy kissing your face… reassuring
you that today will be a better day.

Currently, there is a lack of scientific
data because they are nocturnal
creatures and usually solitary. The only
way we can accurately measure the
rate of their decline or any potential
future improvement in population
growth is by everyone working together,
logging your hedgehog sightings to
websites such as bighedgehogmap.
org, so we can share where they were
last spotted. This way, we can help
create a stronger case to fight for their
conservation.

We cannot take any of this for granted
anymore; we need to protect one
another and our home, earth. If we
want to make any positive impact,
we can always think BIG, but we need
to start local. An ideal place to start
is quite literally right on your doorstep.
Many of us here in the Surrey Hills
are fortunate enough to have our
own little pockets of nature. How we
utilise these to create biodiversity can
have a profound positive impact on
conserving our native species.

If you would like to contribute and
help conserve hedgehogs, you can
do something to help:
1. Take part in a short but sweet
survey aiding hedgehog research in
our local area. Please follow this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
hedgehogsurrey (even if you have
not seen a hedgehog, it’s valuable to
know where they are absent). Closing
date: 30th April 2021

An example of Britain’s species in
need of care is, in fact, our surveyed
favourite. The hedgehog! The Western
European hedgehog is the only
species found across the UK, sadly
declining at an alarming rate, with a
50% decrease in the last 20 years. They
are our only spined animal pal in the
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Search for a word

remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
“remedial rooÞng”

•

Services
ROOF REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS

FLAT ROOFS

uPVC WORKS

moss removal,
repointing & lead-work

slate & tiled roof
replacements

traditional felt & GRP
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt &
guttering systems

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers.
Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via
customer feedback.

Average score

Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

10/10

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:
01306 304736 | 07852 833802

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk

www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

Live feed video roof inspections
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HEDGEHOG SURVEY (cont.)
2. Invite your local hogs to your humble
abode and create garden features
they will LOVE!
3. A DIY hedgehog house; a fun little
lockdown project for yourself or the
family.

sign, so that will help others understand
why there is a new hole in your wall
and raise awareness. Hedgehogs
shop around and like to visit several
gardens in one night! So, the more
of us who help create a network of
gardens linked by boundary hog
holes, the more we can provide what
the hedgehogs and their hoglets need
to survive.

The
most
beneficial
impact for
your local
hedgehogs
is to create
a
small
hole (13cm13cm)
at
the bottom of your property boundary.
It is easy enough if you have a fence
but a tad trickier with a wall. If it is not
too shocking - consider taking a brick
out at the bottom of your wall or check
along the bottom of your boundary to
see if there are any promising gaps
that could be suitable for a small
hedgehog.

Having an area of wildflowers in your
garden, big or small, will encourage
all hedgehog’s favourite snacks! Such
as beetles, earwigs, centipedes, and
worms. They love slugs and snails, and
what gardener would not be pleased
to have a little helper around the place,
remember NEVER use slug pellets or
pesticides as this can cause serious
harm to much of our British wildlife. The
government has announced a UKwide ban on Metaldehyde slug pellets
from March 2022, if you do own any,
rather than throwing away at home
your local authority waste facilities will
safely dispose of them.
Let us be stewards of our local nature;
in turn, our ecosystem will flourish along
with our happiness and awe of the
natural beauty on our very doorsteps.
If you would like to learn more and
lead hedgehog conservation in your
area visit - www.hedgehogstreet.org
From one villager to another

Once making your hole, you can
proudly mount a hedgehog highway

Elaria Rich
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RIVERBANK SURGERY
Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577
OPENING
TIMES:

		 Morning		 Evening
Monday
8.00-1.00		
2.00-6.00
Tuesday
8.00-1.00		
2.00-6.30
Wednesday
8.00-12.30		
Closed
Thursday
8.00-1.00		
2.00-6.00
Friday		 8.00-1.00		2.00-6.30

The emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage
158 - 160 South Street
Dorking
Surrey
RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050
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