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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
December issue:

8th November 2024

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover design by Freya B 
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FROM THE EDITOR
Well we are definitely 
well into autumn 
as I write this, with 
much rain about and 
leaves falling at great 
speed! 

But this month we have WESTfestivity 
to cheer the heart, on Saturday 16th 
at the village hall and Holy Trinity 
church, so make sure it’s on your 
calendar and pop along for some 
Christmas presents, tea & cake, live 
music and games for the children.  
F@sh are after your preloved Christmas 
jumpers to sell on their stall, see page 
33 for collection details.

Sally Croft is again collecting brand 

new PJs for children who will be in 
hospital over Christmas, if you can 
help see page 11 for collection and 
ordering information.

You can’t have missed the signs on 
the road for the Open Morning at 
Surrey Hills All Saints Primary School on 
the 11th, if this is your child’s age group 
then go have a look at what they do.

Finally, the consultation phase of the 
village hall planning application is 
now on, so check out the relevant 
Mole Valley website page (details on 
page 19) and have your say on the 
proposed development.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

Need Help with Information Technology?

If you are over 50 and live in the Mole Valley 
area, you can get help by using Age Concern’s 
IT/Digital Learning sessions in either Dorking or 
Leatherhead. The sessions run once a week for 
6 weeks.

Topics covered will include: browsing on the internet, keeping in touch, setting 
up and using your own email or Skype/Zoom accounts and how to shop on 
the internet, plus staying safe - all using your own Laptop/Smart phone/iPad/
Tablet, etc. 

To register your interest please call 01306 899104 or 07442 017169, or by 
email info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk 

Registered Charity No 1111678 
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WHAT HAVE THE VICTORIANS 
EVER DONE FOR US?

The Victorians were far from perfect. 
Just read Dickens (or indeed 
watch the profound piece of 
cinematography that is The Muppet 
Christmas Carol). However, I do 
think they perhaps 
have a couple of 
things to teach us.
The first is their 
extraordinary legacy 
of community 
buildings. The 
Reading Rooms, 
St John’s Chapel, 
Holy Trinity Church, 
The Prince of Wales 
Pub and the village 
school were all built 
by Victorians who had 
a long-term vision to 
facilitate community 
at the heart of our village. The 
Hut, I believe, is technically 
Edwardian but it was opened by a 
granddaughter of Queen Victoria 
in 1919, so I am including it here 
for the sake of argument. Now, 
admittedly the visionaries behind 
these community assets did not 
have to contend with bat surveys, 
ecological reports, archaeological 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

assessments and the like which 
currently make it a good deal more 
complex getting permission to build 
or improve community spaces, but 
they still invested huge amounts 
of time, energy, and finances 
to give us these facilities, many 
of which we are still benefitting 
from over a hundred years later.
I am in awe of the group of volunteers 
who form the Trustees of the Westcott 
Village Hall for all they have done to 
try and give us what I believe to be 
the first new purpose-built community 

space in Westcott 
since Princess Marie 
Louise opened the Hut 
in 1919. They, along 
with other volunteers 
who helped form the 
merger between the 
Hut and the Reading 
Rooms, have freely 
given hundreds of 
hours of their time, 
overcoming countless 
obstacles, to get us 
to the point where 
a new purpose-built 
community centre is 

a possibility. As with any collective 
community project, there will be 
a range of views about what the 
ideal outcome would be – there is 
no ‘perfect’ scenario that pleases 
everyone - but they really have 
worked to ensure as many people 
as possible get their voices heard 
in the process. Do support this 
project as much as you are able to.. 

“ADMITTEDLY THE 

VISIONARIES BEHIND THESE 

COMMUNITY ASSETS DID 

NOT HAVE TO CONTEND 

WITH BAT SURVEYS, 

ECOLOGICAL REPORTS, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

ASSESSMENTS AND THE 

LIKE.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

May we leave future generations 
facilities that they can use, enjoy, 
that that help form meaningful 
community in the decades to come.
The second thing the Victorians 
have to teach us is their willingness 
to talk about death. If you are not 
of a nervous disposition, then do a 
quick internet search for ‘Victorian 
Christmas cards’ to see some 
startling festive images. Apparently 
for the Victorians Christmas was 
a time to remember their own 
mortality (through some disturbing 
pictorial metaphors) as much as 
a moment to tuck into their Turkey 
(although Turkey only became a 
Victorian tradition in response to the 
publication of the aforementioned 
Christmas Carol – if sadly the novel 
rather than the Muppet rendition).
Living in a culture which is 
often less than comfortable to 
examine the reality of death, 
these cards seem very strange.

 Actually, in any culture these cards 
seem strange, and my personal 
view is that the Victorians went 
too far in focusing on their end. 
However, we do need to find ways 
to acknowledge and mark the 
reality, and the grief, of death as 
we live our 21st Century lives. It is 
with this in mind that we are having 
our annual service of remembering 
at 5pm on Sunday 3rd November. 
If there is someone you have lost 
that you want time and space to 
remember, then please do join us.
Finally, it may well be the case that 
I have got many of my Victorian 
facts wrong, which gives me a good 
opportunity to plug our excellent 
Westcott Local History Group which 
you should join, and they will be able 
to correct my imperfect knowledge.

Every blessing,

Tim
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

3rd 
Nov

Romans: Devotion Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

All Age Morning 
Worship

10th
Nov

Remembrance Book of Common 
Prayer Communion  

Remembrance with 
Sunday Club

17th
Nov 

Romans: Community Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

24th
Nov th 

Romans: Mission Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, 
please scan this QR code, or visit the Online 
Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer 
& reflection

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT



9

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Many thanks to Carol Smetham, who has sponsored the church floodlighting 
for November: In Loving Memory of Basil Smetham, from all the Family.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey at 
admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali Mabley 
(alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Baptism:

29th September 2024 Tobias Axel Scorr

Marriage:

30th August 2024 Richard Brooker and Lisa Susanne Wells

Death:

3rd November 2016 John Hall Douglas Hainsworth (86)

2nd November 2021 Vera Sarah Bernadette Hainsworth (81)

26th May 2024 Thomas Edward Bletso (29)

8th August 2024 Andrew Athanasios Stappard (76)

20th August 2024 Kenneth Patrick Arthur Mathews (98)
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Call: 01372 741 544 
email maggie.adenmosun@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2023.

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley, 
a 5 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commision.

• £23.50 - £28.30 per visit
• Petrol allowance and paid travel time
• Minimum call time - 2 hours
• Excellent training provided

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’s lives?
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At the Children’s Hospital Pyjama 
Charity, our core mission is to ensure 
that every child spending time in the 
hospital during Christmas wakes up on 
Christmas Day wearing a brand new 
pair of pyjamas. I live in the village and 
I collect PJs for children in East and 
Royal Surrey hospital as well as Shooting 
Stars Children’s Hospice between 1st 
October and 15th November. 

Pyjamas have to be brand new, and please don’t wrap them as they need 
to be checked by the individual hospitals. Please avoid Christmas themed 
pyjamas as excess pairs are given to children in need brought in to the wards 
throughout the year. If at all possible avoid fleecy ones as hospital wards can 
be quite warm and we need both boys’ and girls’ pyjamas, newborn to age 
18 (young adult).

Donations can be dropped off at Jon&Mum or Holy Trinity Church  or they 
can be  ordered online via amazon, email sallycroftis@gmail.com for 
details on ordering. For more details on the charity please see https://www.
childrenshospitalpyjamas.co.uk/

Thank you!

Sally Croft

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL PYJAMA CHARITY
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thank you for all your support this half 
term in welcoming our new families 
in Bees, Hedgehogs and elsewhere, 
and in sharing such inspiring learning 
experiences when invited into classes, 
coming into our information sessions 
and attending our Celebration 
worships. We are delighted that your 
children have been able to showcase 
their talents and were very thrilled 
to hear all the positive feedback, 
particularly from those who got to 
join in with our learning. Our teachers 
work extremely hard to ensure that 
children at Surrey Hills are engaged 
in exciting learning experiences every 
day and they have enjoyed sharing 
them with you. 

We are delighted to announce that 
we have achieved our Eco Schools 
Award, and want to congratulate 
our Eco Heroes who worked so hard 
in this endeavour. All our children 
have come in ready to learn and  
to be active in their outdoor learning. 
As the weather gets wetter and 
colder, all children should have  
boots and waterproofs in school so  
that they can enjoy our lunchtime 
zones every day. We are delighted  
that we have so many clubs and 
activities to offer our children, 
so do make the most of these 
opportunities. Thank you also to 
everyone who is working with us to 
increase attendance this year in line 
with new government guidance, 
we all know how important every 

lesson is to improve your children’s 
learning outcomes. Thank you too 
for keeping your children safe by 
using designated crossing points and  
being considerate to all our wonderful 
neighbours living nearby. 

Bees Reception Class

Bees Class have 
been busy in the 
Nature Garden, 
harvesting the 
potatoes big 
and small! We 
also admired the 
sunflowers that have 

grown so tall over the summer! As the 
sunflowers start to die back, we talked 
about the wonder of nature. Just 
one seed produces 
so many sunflower 
seeds, ready for 
the birds to eat and 
some to be saved 
for our sunflower 
growing next year.

Year 1 & 2 Bees and Butterflies Class

Children in Bees 
& Butterflies class 
loved our new 
Compost Tumbler in 
the Nature Garden. 
The school were very 
fortunate to receive 
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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funding from The Harmony Project for 
a new eco-friendly project. Children 
across all year groups were very keen 
to grow more food in our garden,  
so as the soil is rather poor, we 
decided to invest in a compost 
tumbler to transform our waste 
peelings into a rich source of  
compost!  Unfortunately, the children 
were hoping this might happen in 
30 seconds with all their tumbling 
especially with the vigour of Year 5 
and 6! In reality it should take about 
60 days so we are looking forward 
to seeing how our compost breaks 
down. 

Hedgehogs Year 3

In Hedgehogs we have been learning 
about how the Ancient Egyptians  
used papyrus to make scrolls. They 
thought about what Egyptian symbols 

they wanted 
to use to 
r e p r e s e n t  
their own 
hobbies and 
interests. We 
then made 

our very own papyrus using ripped up 
pieces of paper and a special paste 
to create a strong base for our scrolls.

   
Year 5 & 6 Owls and Otters Class

Owls and Otters 
class had an 
amazing day 
at High Ashurst 
Outdoor Centre. 
Our focus was 
c h a l l e n g e , 
perseverance, 
resilience and 

teamwork, which we all experienced 
throughout the 
day on the High 
Ropes and the 
Climbing Wall. 
The children were 
surprised how far 
they could push 

t h e m s e l v e s 
to climb that 
little bit higher! 
The teaching 
staff will be 
encouraging this 
growth mindset 
in lessons too! 

Mrs Fyson, Headteacher

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
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‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

     
kingfisherfarmshop.com  
01306 730 703   

we’re getting ready

are you?

               
for Christmas 

V i s i t  U s  I n  S t o r e 
O R

O r d e r  O n l i n e

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

Vitola Technology

• Backup / Recovery
• Cloud / Networking
• IT Equipment
• Data Storage

• Office 365
• Remote Working
• Data protection
• Security

Contact Richard today for a free, no  
obligation chat about your IT needs.

Helping local businesses  
and individuals make  
sense of technology…  

without  
the hassle 

www.vitola-tech.co.uk  
      01306 298928         richard@vitola-tech.co.ukT E
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OPEN DAY 1st November
Head’s talk from 9.30am

Personal Tours available: 01306 881136

DISCOVER
SURREY HILLS

ALL SAINTS
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Small class sizes • Wraparound Care 7.30am - 6pm • Forest school & nature garden
Spaces available across school

www.surreyhillsprimaryschool.org.uk
Sponsored by the Westcott 100 Club and Westcott Village Association

NEWOFSTED

2023

OUTSTANDINGEARLY YEARS

“Early years provision is OUTSTANDING”
“Children get off to an impressive start in Reception”

Ofsted 2023

OPEN DAY 11th November
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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         WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20

We are now at the really exciting phase of the Village Hall redevelopment 
project as Mole Valley have published our planning application.  From a village 
community perspective, this is by far the most significant proposed improvement 
in the facilities which Westcott has to offer its residents since generous donations 
by Victorian-era, and other residents provided the Reading Room, the Hut, Holy 
Trinity Church and St. Johns for us. What is different this time, is that we have to 
pay and work for what the surveys the trustees have carried out have told them 
that the village would like for its current residents and future generations. 

    
New community building viewed 
from Guildford Road 
(image courtesy of MAA Architects)

Since the merger of the Hut and Reading Room Charities, your trustees have 
given many hundreds of hours of their time and spent a significant proportion 
of their resources on preparing the planning permission which has now gone 
live. The trustees had no real choice; the inescapable need to clear and to 
make safe the derelict Hut site would have cost almost as much as a planning 
application and the Reading Room is beyond economic repair. Committing 
to the planning application was therefore the only option with the prospect 
of providing current and future residents of Westcott with a focal community 
facility open to all, young and old. We know from elsewhere that a vibrant 
village hall can be the beating heart of a thriving village. That is what Westcott 
deserves, and you can now help make that happen by supporting the planning 
application.

Commenting on the planning application is very straightforward and needs no 
more than a click on the ‘Please, click here to comment on the application’ 
button in the top left-hand corner of the application, MO/2024/1464, which 
can be found here https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/mole/application-
details/126528 There are 52 documents which the trustees had to submit and 25 
applicable policies and constraints which needed to be observed. Unless you 
wish to, there is no need to read everything!  Documents which are likely to be 
of greatest interest to residents are headed:-
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info@anthonywakefield.com

www.anthonywakefield.com

• Buildings and Contents

• Valuables, Antiques, Art

• Private Health

• Worldwide Travel

• Unoccupied Properties

Fuss Free Insurance For 
Busy Households

01306 740 555

Call us to chat about your 
requirements:

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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• PA04 Design Statement, (in four parts) which sets out the drawings and plans 
for the proposed new village hall and houses; and
• SUSR Sustainability Report, which shows how the new buildings are designed 
to meet modern sustainability and environmental targets.

A lot of what is included in the planning application may already be familiar 
to you if you have been to the various ‘live’ consultation/presentation events 
which have taken place in recent months. The plans are now on the notice 
board at The Village Hall and can also be viewed at WESTfestivity which is at the 
Village Hall and at the Church on Saturday, 16th November.

Positive comments from residents focused on the following themes will greatly 
assist us in securing consent:-

• Locating the new community building on Institute Road 
• Express your enthusiasm for the new community building and desire to use it
• The demolition of the now derelict Hut is welcome and you see no need to 
replace with another community building at that location
• The addition of 9 smaller houses each with two car spaces being located on the Hut site
• On-street parking in Furlong Road being set back to enable better two-way 
traffic flow whilst also providing a proper footpath
• The process followed by the trustees and the ability to participate in consultation 
with the residents

We will bring the interior design and layout of the hall back to the village and 
to our users for comment and input before we finalise the details for funding 
and building it. We will continue to update when we have further news, but if 
there is anything you wish to ask us in the interim you can contact us at info@
westcottvillagehall.com

Westcott Village Hall Trustees - Sally Hewetson, Helen Everett, Andy 
Gray, Debbie Lewis, Tony Winch, Andy Taylor and Jim Brodrick

7th October 2024

 WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE (cont.) Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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Birds that go ‘seep’ in the night

Redwings are small thrushes that 
migrate to the UK from colder climes, 
including Iceland, Scandinavia and 
Russia. These birds fly in under cover 
of darkness and if you head outside 
on a still night, you may hear them 
overhead, calling to each other with 
a soft ‘seep seep’. They arrive in their 
thousands and can be heard all over 
the UK, typically from late September 
through October.

They make the journey to our shores 
to feed on berries and during the day 
you might spot them alongside other 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
birds, such as Starlings and Fieldfares 
in trees and hedges. Look for small 
thrush-like birds with a rusty red patch 
under their wings and a white stripe 
above their eyes. 
 
Take a look at our group’s activities, 
photos and information using the 
options below.

Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/
dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves

Image courtesy of RSPB
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  

info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

IRONING SERVICE
No time for ironing?
Let us help with our 
friendly ironing services
•Collection & delivery
•Quick turnaround
•Every care taken

www.professionalironingservice.com

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050 808
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AGM and Talk -: A Journey from Box Hill 
to Leith Hill by John Clachan

The WLHG Chairman Imogen Barker 
opened the AGM and welcomed the 
members present. The formalities of the 
AGM were executed – the Chairman’s 
report and the Secretary’s report were 
approved by a show of hands. The 
accounts reveal a net deficit of £738 for 
the year, partly attributable to costs for 
Website Design and a School Learning 
Program,  but a healthy bank balance 
of £7528. The Chairman, Secretary and 
five committee members (Chairman 
Imogen Barker, Secretary John 
Clachan, Treasurer Rupert Bole and 
committee members:   Roger Christian, 
Jeff Davies, Martin Finnis, Iain Grainger 
& Chris Dale) were present plus some 
40 members.
     

The short 
AGM was 
f o l l o w e d 
by a talk 
by John 
C l a c h a n 

illustrating the features to be seen on a 
journey walking from the Viewpoint on 
Box Hill across Denbies Estate, Ranmore 
and down to Westcott Village, then 
through the Rookery and up to 
Coldharbour and Leith Hill Tower. This is 
a new 11 mile walk called the Leith Hill 
Greenway, one of many Greenways 
around the country. It is also cyclable, 
and the route is well marked with 
special way signs.    

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
Sir Robert Hunter, one of the three 
founders of the National Trust was one 
of the people who persuaded Leopold 
Salmon of Norbury Park to buy the 
first 230 acres of Box Hill and give it to 
the National Trust in March 1914. The 
Viewpoint was erected in 1920 to his 
memory as he had unfortunately died 
in 1915 soon after making his bequest.    
The management of the Box Hill Estate 
by a group of local citizens was handed 
over to the National Trust in 1991. (Ref 
Parish Mag Dec 2015).  

Box Hill overlooks the River Mole Gap 
and Westhumble village and is known 
for its stunning views to the south.  
In 1867 the railway station at West 
Humble was built and Londoners came 
to visit and were able to enjoy donkey 
rides on the hill. Another feature of 
interest on Box Hill is the gravestone 
of  Peter Labilliere (1725-1800), a British 
Army Major of Huguenot descent and 
resident of Butter Hill, Dorking who 
requested to be buried upside down on 
Box Hill because he felt that the affairs 
of the world were upside down. He 
was known as an eccentric and made 
protests about the British involvement in 
the war in America. 
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Nower House Residential Care Home
Coldharbour Lane | Dorking 

 
Dorking’s local Charity, 

improving the lives 
of older people by 

putting care before profit. 

Discuss your individual care needs
Call 01252 979111

or email marketing@awvs.org.uk

“The support and community spirit 
within the home has given my mum a new 

lease of life which is lovely
to see -

 thank you to all your wonderful team”
Annie - Daughter of 

Nower House resident

Rated 9.9 out of 10

www.awvs.org.ukwww.awvs.org.uk
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
The journey continued down to the 
Stepping Stones over the Mole River 
at Burford Bridge where it crosses 
the A24 road and continues through 
Westhumble and past Bradley Farm 
where the Centenary Show Ploughing 
match took place, and up to St 
Barnabas Church, built by George 
Cubitt (1828-1917), the first Baron 
Ashcombe. The route leads through 
the Denbies Wine Estate of some 265 
acres with about a million vines. The 
first Denbies house was built in 1734 
and the estate stretched all the way to 
Deepdene. This house was demolished 
and George Cubitt built a house in 
1850 but he died in 1855 aged 78. The 
house was then occupied by several 
generations of the Ashcombe family 
before it was demolished in 1953. (Ref 
Village Mag June 2024). The Vineyard 
Estate was developed by Adrian White, 
the proprietor of Biwaters, the water 
company. The old Denbies house at 
the top of the hill was sold a couple of 
years ago for £8 million with 58 acres. 
At the same time the National Trust 
bought another 134 acres that it now 
calls Ashcombe Woods. 

After walking through the vineyard and 
along Ranmore Common the journey 
drops down to Westcott village where 
the Pippbrook crosses the bottom of 
Westcott Street. It continues along 
Balchins Lane past several notable 
‘listed’ houses such as Stowe Maries 
where Leslie Howard, the film star, lived. 
We cross the A25 and enter Rookery 

Drive beside the Lodge and pass some 
attractive houses including the former 
mill where the Pippbrook flows out of 
the large mill lake and passes under 
the road. Overlooking the lake there 
used to stand a mansion named The 

Rookery where Daniel Malthus and his 
son Thomas Robert (1766-1834) lived 
until the Malthus family sold the estate 
in 1768 to Richard Fuller, founder of 
Fullers Bank which today is the Natwest 
Bank. The Fuller family lived there over 
several generations until 1894 when it 
was sold to a Mr Brooke of Brooke Bond 
Tea fame. (The Sale Prospectus is in the 
History Group archives.) The big house 
was eventually demolished and the 
10 new Rookery terraced houses were 
built. (Ref Parish Mag April and July 
2019).
 
The journey continued along the path, 
known as Wolvens Way, rising through 
the conifer woods to Coldharbour 
and the village cricket ground on the 
eastern slopes of Leith Hill. It was then 
a short walk to the top of the hill and 
the Tower, which was built by Richard 
Hull of Leith Hill Place in 1766. As Leith 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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Hill itself was 
only 965 ft high 
he arranged 
for the Tower 
to reach over 
1000 ft.  At that 
time the Tower 
could be seen 
from his house 

at Leith Hill Place because there were 
no trees in the way. From the top of 
the Tower on a clear day one can 
see the tower of Westminster Palace 
and to the south the Downs and over 
14 counties. When Richard Hull died in 
1772 at his request he was buried under 
the Tower.

In thanking John for his commentary 
and brilliant collection of photographs 
Imogen said it should inspire people to 
take the walk on a fine day.

As always the WLHG Committee 
encourages suggestions for talks and 
relevant articles from the members.   
There are no talks scheduled at present 
but they will be advised in due course.  

Contacts by email at 
westcottlocalhistory@gmail .com and 
for local information at the website  
www.westcottlocalhistory.org  

WLHG Scribe

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
16th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St George’s church, Ashtead, £16, 
01372 275907

23rd at 6.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s church

The Dorking Choral Society presents a concert of music for St Cecilia’s day. St 
Cecilia is the patron saint of music and musicians and she is celebrated each 
year on or around her feast day, 22nd November. The concert includes odes 
written especially for the Cecilian celebrations in London by Purcell and Handel.  
There will also be a piece entitled Good News from New England by Cecilia 
McDowall, which describes the arrival of the Mayflower pilgrims in America four 
hundred years ago.

The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, has a programme that 
begins with Rossini’s lively overture to his opera The Italian Girl in Algiers. This is 
followed by Mozart’s delightful concerto for flute and harp and the concert 
closes with Beethoven’s third symphony, the Eroica.

The Dorking Halls are unfortunately now closed until December as essential 
works are undertaken on the ceiling of the grand hall. However the good news 
is that many events are now firmly in the programme for the early months of next 
year. Beginning in January there are screenings from the Royal Opera House, 
Royal Ballet and National Theatre, along with several musicals. And the Dorking 
Concertgoers are able to resume their concerts with a visit from the Gesualdo 
Six (this one in St Martin’s church), three concerts by the Brodsky string quartet 
and a guitar recital by local musician Fiona Harrison. It is good that we can 
finally look forward to more live music once again in Dorking!

Ian Codd
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY
The Wild West came to Abinger and 
more specifically the Teepee at the 
Abinger Hatch one October Saturday 
night as Cowboys and Cowgirls 
gathered for one big knees up!! Even 
the Sheriff put in an appearance! 
(Though thankfully the dance floor kept 
everyone on the right side of the law).

Apparently most people in the village 
already own at least a pair of cowboy 
boots or a cowboy hat as everyone 
rose to the occasion and came 
impeccably dressed. The dance floor 
was heaving as the amazing Coral 
and Mia led the troops in some classic 
line dances ending up with a show 
stopping couple dance.  Lasses Hayley 
and Henny took to the floor to help 
perfect the steps with sawdust coming 
from their heels! All ages grinned 

from ear to ear as they mastered the 
grapevine (you know who you are) 
and the hip swinging lassoing! 

It really was a fabulous evening and 
we raised lots of money (total pending 
at time of going to print!) to support 
the nursery so we are very grateful to 
everyone who came. We are also 
hugely thankful to the Hatch for the 
venue and facilities and to Club Pizza 
(catch them at Albury Village Hall 
Thursdays from 4-8pm) for providing 
delicious freshly cooked pizzas. One 
of the things that makes our nursery 
so special is the community of parents 
and the village we are set in – so thank 
you hugely for being part of that!

If you have a child looking to start 
nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch –we still have a few spaces 
available and the government have 
now introduced 15 hours of free 
childcare for working parents of 2 year 
olds.  Please call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to show you around!

Kate Fairbrass
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ST JOHNS CHAPEL 
FURLONG ROAD 

WESTCOTT RH43PP

Groceries
&Cafe

jonandmum.com

Friday's 
5-7pm

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Shop/Cafe 
Closed

Open 
12-4pm

Open
10-4pm

Open
10-7pm

Community 
Fridge 
2.15pm

Curry Night 
5-7pm

Fresh Bread 
& Cakes

Sourdough 
& Sausage 
Rolls

Light Meals Lunches

Saturday

Open 
10-2pm

Community 
Garden 
11-2pm

Breakfasts

Sunday

Open
10-2pm

Light Meals

Secretts 
Farm 
Delivery

Fresh 
Market 
Delivery
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The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van now visits Westcott 
every Tuesday opening at 2:45pm

It stays in the village for up to half an hour from opening at 
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane

Many come early to queue and chat – 
it’s a good catch up!

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill 

If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated
      Mid Surrey Community Fridge 
      relies upon these donations 

      (£2.50 is suggested)

        Bring your shopping bags, 
        bring your friends, 

        pick up for your neighbour
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New Westcott Community Hall – the Westcott 
Village Hall Trustees have now submitted a 
planning application to develop the two sites 
owned by the charity. The full planning application 
can be viewed on the Mole Valley website by 
searching MO/2024/1464 or use https://planning.
agileapplications.co.uk/.../126528... Please take 
the time to familiarise yourself with the proposals and submit your comments to 
MVDC, your views matter so don’t miss the opportunity. The WVA have written to 
Mole Valley in support of the planning application, a copy of our letter can be 
found on the Westcott Village website under Planning.

Staying with planning matters, by the time you are reading this Mole Valley District 
Council will have decided whether to adopt the new Mole Valley Local Plan 
2020-2039. If agreed it will come in to immediate effect and be used to shape 
development in the district through until 2039 and as the basis for deciding all 
planning applications. Once adopted a copy of the new Local Plan will be saved 
to the Planning section of the Westcott Village website.

Central to the future development of our own village, the Review of the Westcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (WNDP) will get underway in earnest in 
November with the inaugural meeting of the Westcott Neighbourhood Forum on 
Tuesday 12th November 7.30pm at St John’s.  EVERYONE IS INVITED.  The Forum 
is an essential part of the process whose members will lead the review of the 
WNDP, it must be made up of at least 21 people and should be representative 
of the community.  Several people have already expressed an interest in taking 
part but we still need more people to step forward as we are keen for businesses, 
landowners and all geographic areas of the village to be represented.  The WNDP 
shapes the future of our village and our community and is used in determining 
planning applications so it is an important piece of work.  Please come along on 
the 12th November to find out more.

During the summer a planning application was submitted to develop 86 dwellings 
on Land at Milton Court Lane. The WVA submitted a letter of objection to the 
application based on a lack of ambition from the developer for the percentage 
of affordable homes being proposed and the limited level of net bio-diversity 
gain. In addition to concerns about the negative impact on highways, pedestrian 
and cycling access, along with the impact on the openness of the Green Belt 

            WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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between Dorking and Westcott and on the AONB and Ranmore. The WVA’s 
objection letter can be viewed on the WVA website https://westcottvillage.
com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/MO-2024-1228-Land-at-Milton-Court-Lane-
02102024-copy.pdf and the full planning application, which is yet to be decided, 
can be viewed on the Mole Valley website by searching MO/2024/1228

You may have noticed that the WVA has once again put up Remembrance  
Poppies along the main road through the centre of the village to mark 
Remembrance Day and honour the service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces, 
veterans and their families. Remembrance Day this year is on Sunday 10th 
November.  

With Christmas just around the corner we are looking forward to visiting the 
WESTfestivity Christmas Fair on Saturday 16th November at the Westcott Village 
Hall and the Church between 10am and 3pm. This is such a great village event with 
a wide variety of stalls and a lovely way to catch up with friends and neighbours 
so be sure to put the date in your diary and pop along.  

The WVA will also be putting up the Westcott Christmas Tree on Saturday 7th 
December on the village green – if you can spare an hour or two that morning 
to help with the installation and decoration it would be really appreciated – drop 
a quick line to contact@westcottvillage.com  It’s a fun and rewarding way to 
spend the morning.  

Finally, the long-awaited new vehicle activated speed 
limit sign has been installed on the green triangle near The 
Cricketers. This new sign was secured with funding from the 
Mole Valley Neighbourhood Fund (formerly known as the 
Community Infrastructure Levy) following an application 
made by the WVA. This means there are now working 
vehicle activated speed signs to remind drivers of the 
30mph limit through the village as they approach on the 
A25 from both Dorking and Wotton.  

As always do get in touch, we love hearing from you.

Westcott Village Association Committee 
Paul Goddard, James Leaver, Nick Lund, Magesh Ramakrishnan and Jo Astor

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
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Further details from Dorking choral society.org.uk

Handel

 Purcell 

Cecilia
McDowall

Dorking Choral Society

Accompanied 
by

Registered Charity no. 1038608

Autumn Concert 2024

Songs for Saint Cecilia
Conductor: Daniel Mahoney

 Saturday  23rd  November   6.30pm

St Martin’s Church
 

 Tickets £18

 Music
 by

The Bridge 
Sinfonia

with
soloists

Church Street , Dorking, RH4 1UT

St Cecilia

Patron Saint of Music

 

Midwinter 
Celebrating all things winter in nature  

and the environment 

Lauridsen’s Mid-Winter Songs, 
Whitbourn’s Missa Carolae 

and festive classics 

Thursday 12th December 
at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm)  

 

St Mary’s Church, Holmbury St Mary  
RH5 6PF 

Tickets: £18. Teens and under free 

Available from: holmburychoral.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1113693 

Holmbury St Mary Choral Society 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking Museum awarded 
Accreditation accolade:  

D o r k i n g 
Museum & 
H e r i t a g e 
Centre is 
a vibrant 
c o m m u n i t y 

hub that celebrates the history of the 
town and surrounding villages.  It is 
run entirely by volunteers and in 2021 
the team was awarded the Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service. To  
that can now be added full 
Accreditation by Arts Council 
England. Accreditation is the 
benchmark for well-run Museums 
and Galleries. It means that Dorking 
Museum & Heritage Centre is properly 
managed and governed to the 
nationally agreed industry standard 
and shows the museum takes proper 
care of its collections, sharing them 
with visitors and keeping them safe 
for future generations. It also gives 
confidence to donors and sponsors 
who may wish to support the museum 
in preserving heritage and inspiring 
future generations. 

Kathy Atherton, Museum Chairman, 
said: “The team has been working 
towards achieving this status for 
nearly five years and it is a major 
milestone in the Museum’s journey. 
We are proud that the professionalism 
and commitment of our volunteers to 
high standards has been recognised 
by this award.”  

World Nursery Rhyme week at Dorking 
Library: 
November’s Museum family activity 
at Dorking Library, St. Martin’s Square, 
is World Nursery Rhyme Week: Make 
nursery rhyme moving characters out 
of card, Saturday 16th November, 
10am-noon, free, materials provided, 
aimed at (accompanied) 4-11-year-
olds.  

Sweeping Through History: 100 years 
of Johnston Sweepers:  
O u r 
c u r r e n t 
temporary 
exhibition, 
telling the 
story of 
J o h n s t o n 
Sweepers’ 
100 years in Dorking, closes at the end 
of November. Johnston Sweepers 
has been an important part of the 
industrial history of Dorking since 1924, 
when Johnston Brothers acquired  
the Road Plant Construction Co.  
Ltd., based in Vincent Lane. The 
company went on to become a  
world-leading designer and    
manufacturer of truck mounted  
roadsweepers, its machines operating 
in 120 countries worldwide, 
all produced in Dorking. It 
relocated to Curtis Road in 1992  
and was acquired by Swiss based 
Bucher Industries in 2005. An 
accompanying book is available.



44

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Reputation Protection

Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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Remembering Strawberry Studios:  
T h e 
Museum is 
c u r r e n t l y 
p l a n n i n g 
a n 
exh ib i t ion 
in 2026 to 
celebrate 
the 50th 

anniversary of the band 10cc 
establishing a recording studio in 
South Street Dorking, which was 
also used by other prominent artists 
over the next seven years.  To mark 
this period of more recent cultural 
history, a blue plaque was unveiled 
on the site by founding member 
Graham Gouldman in late October, 
and a magnificent mural by local 
artist Uncle Stubble was created on 
the Museum’s external wall in West 
Street – an interpretation of the cover 
of the first album by 10cc recorded 
at Strawberry Studios, ‘Deceptive 
Bends’.

South Street Caves:  The Museum 
celebrated a record year of 
conducting tours of the South Street 
Caves – about 100 tours this season 
(which ended at the end of October), 
with nearly 1,000 visitors seeing the 
wonders of underground Dorking. The 
next season will start at Easter 2025.

Get involved: The Museum is looking 
for new volunteers who can spare a 
few hours a month at the front desk 
or in a variety of other roles with 
flexible working in the Museum, in the 
community or from home. The Family 
Activities and Education team has 
a range of activities in both formal 
and informal educational settings.  
The team is looking for additional 
volunteers with experience of teaching 
and learning, or who are familiar with 
working with young people, to help 
maintain and develop this important 
programme. Other opportunities are 
available in events management, 
digital communications, website 
editing and volunteer recruitment 
and training.  See dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/about/volunteer-opportunities 
for further details.  

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursdays 
1pm-4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 
10am-4pm, free entry.   www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  01306 
876591.  Visit dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
digital-guide/.

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial reviews
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports
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CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  TTrreeaassuurree  HHuunntt  aatt  1122..3300ppmm  
FFoolllloowweedd  bbyy  aa  vviissiitt  ttoo  sseeee  SSaannttaa  iinn  hhiiss  

GGrroottttoo  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  aa  pprreesseenntt  
 

Tombola 
Christmas Raffle 

Children’s Lucky Dip 
Christmas Stalls 

Games for all ages 
Hot drinks/Burgers/Hot Dogs 

 
 
 
 

QRMW, Pasturewood Rd,  
Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 
   JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS 

  AT THE WOODLAND 
SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER AT 12.30  

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Please Register the children it’s only £8 each Child to join in 
and receive a goodie bag on  

completion of the treasure hunt plus a gift from  
Father Christmas 

REGISTER EARLY TO ENSURE FATHER CHRISTMAS AND HIS 
ELVES MAKE THE RIGHT PRESENTS AND  

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT—NUMBERS ARE LIMITED 
CONTACT DEBBIE HORNBLOW 

Email: debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk Tel: 07778873806 
 

All Proceeds go to help Veterans in Need 
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

November’s supermoon ~ 
the fourth of four in 2024 
according to the BBC’s Sky 
at Night ~ is known as the 

Beaver Moon and will appear 
14% larger and 30% brighter 

than a regular full moon.
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ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
MONDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2024 

At 

THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND 
Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 

 
MEET AT THE MEMORIAL 10.40 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Hot drinks will be served after the service  

We will also have a selection of ‘Poppy Day’ items for sale 
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We o� er a warm and friendly 
welcome to all bridge players, 

perhaps new to the area or taking 
up the game again after a break.

Also, we can help new and
intermediate players with 

lessons and guided tuition.
We play on a Monday night from 

7pm to 10pm in Westcott Village Hall, 
in the centre of Westcott near Dorking.

We play 18-21 boards of duplicate bridge 
in an inclusive atmosphere.

Come and play

BRIDGE

www.bridgewebs.com/westcott

WESTCOTT

BRIDGE CLUB

Tea and 

co� ee 

included

FREE 
PARKING

TABLE FEE   £3 per night

If you would like to fi nd 
out more, please phone 

Chairman David Royle on 01306 880102 
or Jill Attfi eld on 01306 882040

or go to our website

Help in fi nding a partner is available
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	 Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on a 
fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• The Bomber in the Back Yard: Wartime local history from popular speaker 
John Griffiths-Colby.  Live talk, Monday 4th November at Crossways Community 
Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the 
door for non-members.  

• Medieval London: Zoom talk by Toni Mount about everyday life in  
medieval London, from Anglo-Saxon to Tudor times. Tuesday 19th November, 
7.30pm, https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://dlhg.org.uk

 

MUSIC + POEMS
Join us for a night of music and poetry open mic!  Bring an 

instrument, or some words or just come and listen.  Food is available 
5-7pm next door at Jon & Mum

St Johns Chapel, Westcott, RH43PP
Tickets available at Jon & Mum (free for performers)

Tickets £2

20 DEC 8PM

Lesser Known 
November Facts

On 2nd November 1936 the 
world’s first regular TV 
service was started by the 
BBC, with an estimated 100 
TV owners tuning in.

The 51/2 metre statue of Lord 
Nelson was hauled to the top 
of its 60 metre column in 
Trafalgar Square, London on 
4th in 1843.

In 1656 on 8th, Edmond Halley, 
the English astronomer and 
mathematician best known 
for identifying the comet 
named after him, was born.

Charles Darwin published his 
book ‘Origin of the Species’ on 
24th in 1859.
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 6th November 

at  
The Village Hall 

 
10.30 - 12.00 midday 

 
 

Jigsaws and Books exchange £1 
Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
Advance Notice: 4th December 

Surrey Hills School Choir 
A very warm welcome to parents & grandparents 

 
 

          Working from home and need a break?  
     Why not arrange to meet a friend for a cafetiere 
             coffee or tea and biscuit? (Just £1.50) 
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– –

1st Prize
£110

118

2nd Prize
£55

151
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Green and Pleasant Land
We in Westcott are so fortunate to 
have so much countryside on our 
doorstep and I’m sure many of us take 
advantage of it, enjoying walks up 
on to Ranmore and the surrounding 
areas. Unfortunately, all is not well  
with the state of our wildlife and 
nature. Research tells us that Surrey is 
facing a significant biodiversity crisis, 
with alarming rates of species decline 
and extinction.   

Current Status of Species in Surrey 

According to Surrey Wildlife Trust 
one third of the county’s species 
are now either extinct or in danger 
of extinction, including several bee 
species. The State of Surrey’s Nature 
report highlighted that, in 2017, 34% of 
invertebrates in Surrey were already 
extinct or heading towards extinction 
(Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2024). There is a 
fine balance in nature and when it 
is thrown out of kilter, other species 
suffer too. It is no surprise then that  
bird species will also be affected as 

insect and invertebrate populations 
decline. The lesser spotted 
woodpecker and yellowhammer 
are among two birds currently 
experiencing severe population 
decline, along with hedgehogs and 
the hazel dormouse.
 

Causes of Species Extinction
Some of the primary drivers of species 
extinction in Surrey are habitat loss, 
climate change, pollution, and 
invasive species. Urbanisation and 
agricultural expansion have led to  
the destruction of natural habitats, 
such as woodlands, wetlands, 
and grasslands. Habitats become 
fragmented and isolated from one 
another, making it difficult for wildlife 
to reproduce and survive (Surrey 
Wildlife Trust, 2024).   

Climate change has made these 
issues worse, with even slight 
changes in temperature and rainfall 
patterns having huge impacts of 
the availability of food and water, 
which in turn alter breeding cycles 
and make species vulnerable to 
disease (Natural History Museum 
2024).  Pollution from pesticides and 
industrial activities contaminates 
soil and water, further threatening 
wildlife. Additionally, invasive species 
compete for resources with native 
flora and fauna, leading to further 
declines in biodiversity (Natural History 
Museum, 2024).  
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
Efforts to Mitigate Species Extinction
There are several initiatives underway 
to combat the extinction crisis in Surrey. 
The Surrey Wildlife Trust is aiming to 
protect 30% of land and sea for nature 
recovery by 2030. They are working 
closely with local councils, landowners 
and community groups to create 
diverse wildlife rich habitats along the 
North Downs, where they are hoping 
to restore the chalk grasslands, vital for 
some butterfly species. 

Efforts are also being made to improve 
the ecological health of Surrey’s 
rivers and wetlands which support 
the European eel which is currently 
another critically endangered 
species. They are hoping to improve 
water quality, remove the barriers to 
fish migration and restore natural river 
courses.  

Public awareness and community 
involvement are crucial for the 
success of these conservation efforts. 
There are many local groups around 
who care deeply for the environment  
and are committed to making a 
difference within their communities. 

Educational programs and citizen 
science projects such as wildlife 
monitoring and habitat restoration 
activities can be found across Surrey, 
with groups such as: Surrey Hills 
National Landscape; Surrey Wildlife 
Trust; and River Mole River Watch.

Conclusion
The extinction of species in Surrey is 
a pressing environmental issue that 
requires immediate and sustained 
action. Protecting and restoring 
Surrey’s natural habitats is essential  
for preserving its unique biodiversity 
and ensuring the health and well-
being of its ecosystems. Through 
concerted conservation efforts and 
community engagement, there is 
hope for reversing these trends. But  
with butterfly population levels  
being the worst ever recorded 
this year (Butterfly Conservation, 
2024), I will leave you with the 
sobering words of Dr Fox from 
Butterfly Conservation who implores  
us to act by saying:

“Butterflies are a key indicator species; 
when they are in trouble we know that 
the wider environment is in trouble too. 
Nature is sounding the alarm call. We 
must act now if we are to turn the tide 
on these rapid declines and protect 
species for future generations.”

Nancy Lund
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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The Great Turning – podcast club
I’ve recently been listening to a 
podcast series featuring conversations 
between Joanna Macy and her 
student and friend Jess Serrante. 
The series, called We are the great 
turning, (available on various podcast 
platforms or at  https://www.resources.
soundstrue.com/we-are-the-great-
turning-podcast/) arose out of regular 
conversations discussing how to live  
in these times of global crisis and   find 
paths towards a more life-sustaining 
society. It follows the framework of 
a practice, of which Joanna was 
the originator, called The Work That 
Reconnects.  

The podcast series is designed to 
help deepen our sense of belonging 
in the world and bring us into greater 
connection with the possibilities that 
can arise when we come together  
to act in service to life. It suggests  
that a good way to help bring the 
insights from each episode alive is to 
form a ‘podcast club’ and, with this in 
mind, I would love to hear from anyone 

who might like to listen to and further 
explore the episodes together in a 
small group.  Maybe take a listen to  
the start of Episode 1 and, If you would 
be interested in doing this, get in touch 
with me at info@greenwestcott.org

Coming up…

Westcott Community Garden 
volunteer mornings
Every Saturday 11am-2pm, St Johns 
Chapel, Westcott

WestFestivity – Saturday, 16th 
November 10am-3pm, 
Holy Trinity & Westcott Village Hall Visit 
our stall for free seeds!

Jakki Phillips

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

We’ll be at
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




