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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
April issue:

8th March 2025

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Westcott Sunset by Jo Smewing
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FROM THE EDITOR
This month I’m hoping 
Spring might actually 
become sprung! The 
clocks go forwards 
on 30th, which is also 
Mothers’ Day, which 
somehow feels a bit 

unfair! More flowers are appearing 
round and about, and the sun has 
shown itself this week as I write this, all 
of which fills me with hope that longer, 
warmer days are on the way.

The village coffee morning is on 5th 
this month with the usual coffee and 
cakes, and also books and jigsaws, so 
not only is it good to be able to catch 
up with friends, you can stretch your 
mind when you get home with a new 
book or puzzle!

There are lots of music events at the 
Dorking Halls throughout the month, 
(see p43 for details), and Dorking 
Museum still has the Lego House 
exhibition running, so get down there 
this month if you’re a fan. There are 
also Lego models of local landmarks, it 
might inspire you to have a go yourself 
when you get home, either in Lego or 
something else crafty! 

Please send in pictures of any creations 
you’ve come up with and I’ll put them 
in next month’s magazine for all to 
admire.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

Dance 2B Fit 
Brighten your week and join us at our Exercise for Health 

class where you will be warmly welcomed. 
We dance, gently, to favourite tunes, toning  

and stretching our upper bodies, knees, hips and brains!
We puff a lot!  Laugh  a lot!  And generally feel better for 

spending an hour in each others’ company.

Please come and try a taster class with us at 
Westcott Village Hall on Tuesday mornings 10.30 to 11.30 a.m.

To find out more contact  Diane 07799580906



4

SPIRITUAL COMMUNITIES AMID 
GEOPOLITICAL CHAOS

In the sixth century the Roman Empire 
was rapidly disintegrating. There 
was constant war throughout the 
provinces which once represented 
the economic and military 
domination of Rome. 
Ordinary people, as 
is so often the case in 
chaotic times, paid 
the price as their lives 
were turned upside-
down by conflict, 
famine and invasion. 
Amidst this uncertainty 
a young man named 
Benedict left his native 
Nursia in Umbria to 
attend school in Rome. 
He was repulsed by 
many of the practices there as he 
observed how the strong preyed on 
the weak and rejected the heart of 
Christianity. So he upped sticks and 
left. Not to a comfortable place 
in the suburbs but to live off-grid in 
prayerful solitude in a cave, 30 miles 
east of Rome. Others were drawn 
to his life of simplicity and holiness 
and eventually, with reluctance, 
he established twelve monastic 
communities in the area. 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Benedict wrote a simple set of 
instructions for how they were to 
live together and love one another 
amidst the uncertainties and dangers 
of the age. He sought to write ‘nothing 
harsh, nothing burdensome’ – 
people had enough troubles without 
heaping unrealistic expectations on 
them. He instructed those who came 
not to ‘be daunted immediately by 
fear and run away from the road 
that leads to salvation.’ Through the 
communities which sprung up from 
this movement, much that is good 

and precious was 
preserved at a time of 
chaos – not least many 
works of literature, 
philosophy and art. 
Perhaps even more 
significant however 
was the preservation 
of Jesus’ outrageous 
claim that rule purely 
by might is not right, 
and that the meek 
will indeed inherit the 
earth. A conviction 

remained that lives of prayer, 
worship and dependence on God 
make the ultimate difference, rather 
than a pragmatic dependence on 
whichever local war chief is currently 
on top. Generations of imperfect 
but loving communities welcoming 
outsiders to encounter God’s grace 
left their mark on the world. Whatever 
your own beliefs, our culture and 
world view still owes much to those 
who courageously took a stand as 

“GENERATIONS 

OF IMPERFECT BUT 

LOVING COMMUNITIES 

WELCOMING OUTSIDERS 

TO ENCOUNTER GOD’S 

GRACE LEFT THEIR MARK 

ON THE WORLD.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

communities of prayer and hope in 
times of great darkness and fear.
I would love to tell you the even more 
compelling story of our own nation – 
how in the seventh century a young 
man called Aidan boldly went out 
from the Christian community on the 
island of Iona in Scotland to speak 
life and hope to the violent Anglo-
Saxon peoples who had come over 
the sea and taken the Kingdom of 
Northumbria. How through patient 
love he introduced them to God’s 
love and sowed the seeds which 
would slowly turn the tide on a 
culture of violence and power as the 
centuries went by. Or the story of the 
community set up at Finkenwalde by 
German Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
to equip Christian Pastors to actively 
resist the evils of Nazism through 

action – but also through prayer, 
contemplation of Scripture, and living 
in a loving community built around 
the teachings of Jesus. Bonhoeffer 
knew the potential cost of taking a 
stand – he was assassinated on the 
orders of Hitler in the final stages of the 
war. I would love to tell you of these 
communities and more, but I am 
already pushing my word count. So for 
those who would like to be involved 
in meaningful community here in 
Westcott, I will simply leave you with 
some of Bonhoeffer’s words of wisdom: 
“The person who loves their dream of 
community will destroy community, 
but the person who loves those around 
them will create community.”

Every blessing,
Tim
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

2nd    
March

The 
Transfiguration

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion
with Sunday Club 

9th
March

Lent 1 Book of Common
Prayer Communion

All Age Morning
Worship

16th
March

Lent 2 Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion
with Sunday Club

23rd
March

Lent 3 Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion

30th
March

Lent 4 Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion
with Sunday Club 

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali Mabley 
(alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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Call: 01372 741 544 
email maggie.adenmosun@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2023.

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley, 
a 5 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commision.

• £23.50 - £28.30 per visit
• Petrol allowance and paid travel time
• Minimum call time - 2 hours
• Excellent training provided

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’s lives?
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL

the compost to enrich our soil for our 
fruit and vegetable growing, as well as 
for the traditional giant sunflowers. 
 

Year 6

Year 6 have been working on 
Mechanical Systems in Design and 
Technology. Their challenge was 
to create a 
m e c h a n i s m 
using gears and 
pulleys to pick 
up everyday 
items from the 
classroom floor 
to table height. 
There was a lot 
of experimentation and testing to see 

how the gears 
and pulleys 
work as well as 
thinking about 
a p p l i c a t i o n s 
for larger scale 
projects!

Bees

Bees have been learning all about 
special places. One of their special 
places is a church and they have 
been learning all about events that 
take place in a church.

This week their focus has been on 
weddings.  The children spent a lovely 
afternoon designing wedding hats, 
colouring doilies for the wedding cake 
competition and making beautiful 
bouquets for the wedding party.

A massive thank you to Marion at 
Abinger Farm shop for donating 
compost to our Nature Garden. The 
children in Bees and Butterflies classes 
were quick to get to work, planting 
daffodils and tulips for the garden. 
They also planted a daffodil to take 
care of at home! We will also be using 
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
New Deputy Head

Hello, my name is 
Kathryn Saunderson 
and I am the new 
Deputy Head at 
Surrey Hills All Saints 
Primary School. I 
joined the school in 
January, just in time 
for the snow and 

ice but thankfully the welcome I have 
received from the school community 
has been much warmer and friendlier!  

Before I joined Surrey Hills All Saints, I 
had worked as Assistant Head across 
an infant and junior school in Horsham 

for just over seven years.  It has been  
a busy six weeks getting to the know 
the children and staff as well as  
working with Mrs Fyson on 
understanding the school’s journey 
and how I will be able to support its 
continued journey and growth. I have 
been enjoying getting to know about 
the community of Westcott which 
stretches beyond the school gates 
and I hope that as the year progresses 
I can get to know village life even 
more through the various events I 
have been told are held every year.  

Mrs Fyson
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y
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CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 5th February 

  
The Village Hall  

10.30am - 12.00 midday 
 
 

Tea or Cafetiere Coffee  
and Biscuit £1.50 

 
 

Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each 
 
 

also 
Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
 

Do come and join us                                                                              

Wednesday 5th March 
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flowergirls@kingfisherfarmshop.com  |  01306 730 703   
visit us or order from our website. 

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

        with 
  British Spring Blooms

30/03 Mothering Sunday

Surprise Mum

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

Vitola Technology

• Backup / Recovery
• Cloud / Networking
• IT Equipment
• Data Storage

• Office 365
• Remote Working
• Data protection
• Security

Contact Richard today for a free, no  
obligation chat about your IT needs.

Helping local businesses  
and individuals make  
sense of technology…  

without  
the hassle 

www.vitola-tech.co.uk  
      01306 298928         richard@vitola-tech.co.ukT E
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            Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on a 
fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• Women at War: Those wonderful women in their flying machines: These 
wonderful women included three ladies from Surrey! Live talk by Jim Barnes. 
Monday 3rd March at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members.

· Box Hill’s School for Secret Agents: Zoom talk by Paul McCue about Bellasis, 
a top-secret training centre for agents of the Special Operations Executive, 
including men sent on Operation Anthropoid, in which a top SS man was 
assassinated in Prague. Monday 17th March, 7.30pm, https://www.meet-up.
com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://dlhg.org.uk

 

 

    
                                        Tuesday 11th March 10.30am

Convent, Courts and Collections
Women Artists of the 16th and 17th centuries 

“Why have there been no great women artists?” This 
question was asked in 1971 by art historian Linda Nochlin 
in her famous essay, yet it still feels unanswered today. In 
her lecture, Antonia Gatward Cevizli looks at the obstacles female artists 
faced of that period – their background and their gender - and how they 
managed to overcome these issues.

The lecture will be held at 10.30 in Martineau Hall, Dorking Halls. Coffee is 
available from 9:30am. Visitors are welcome for a fee of £7.50 but contact 
Linda Packham on 07960 995707 (email - ljpackman@gmail.com) to book. 
For more information and details of the forthcoming programme, visit www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk

Painting by Artemisia Gentileschi (National Gallery)
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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Wonderful Warblers

Sunny mornings are now scored by 
birds flexing their vocal prowess as 
March marks the start of the dawn 
chorus. Over the coming months, 
birds will sing to stake out territory and 
attract a mate. Our residents will soon 
be accompanied by early arriving 
summer visitors, ready to supplement 
their song.  

Warblers are a group of birds 
which can often be difficult 
to distinguish on sight. They’re 
mostly brown or olive colour 
in their plumage, equipped 
with sharp, slim beaks to 
aid their insect-heavy diets. 
These songbirds are easiest 
to tell apart by listening out 
for their springtime tunes. 
 
Due to changing climate, 
small numbers of warblers are 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

beginning to spend winter 
in the UK. Most warblers, 
however, complete a 
migration from their warmer 
overwintering grounds in 
Africa. In preparation for 
their journey, they feed 
extensively and can even 
double in weight!  
 
In March, listen out for the 
Chiffchaff’s onomatopoeic 
“chiff-chaff, chiff-chaff” 
song from the treetops and 

the Blackcap’s scratchy trills from the 
scrub. Toward the end of the month, 
the cascading melody of the Willow 
Warbler will join the symphony. 
      
Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/
dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves

  Chiff Chaff, courtesy RSPB

Blackcap, courtesy RSPB
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info@anthonywakefield.com

www.anthonywakefield.com

• Buildings and Contents

• Valuables, Antiques, Art

• Private Health

• Worldwide Travel

• Unoccupied Properties

Fuss Free Insurance For 
Busy Households

01306 740 555

Call us to chat about your 
requirements:

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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You’ll all know that 1st March is St David’s Day and 17th is St Patrick’s Day, but 
here are some dates in March that may have escaped your notice, or you may 
need reminding of!

3-9th British Pie Week (needs no explanation)

4th Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day, so get your lemons out

8th International Women’s Day 

14th Pi Day, to celebrate the wonder of maths

20th World Frog Day

20th March equinox marking the beginning of spring (finally!)

21st Red Nose Day

22nd Earth Hour - Organised by the World Wildlife Fund, individuals, organisations 
and businesses are asked to turn off non-essential electric lights for one hour

28th Wear a Hat Day in aid of Brian Tumour awareness

29th Piano Day, held on 88th day of the year because there are 88 keys

30th Mothering Sunday

30th the start of British Summer Time at 1am so put your clocks forward

29-31th the Borrowing Days. According to Scottish folklore, the last three days of 
March were borrowed from April and have a reputation for being stormy

INTERESTING DATES IN MARCH
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  

info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

IRONING SERVICE
No time for ironing?
Let us help with our 
friendly ironing services
•Collection & delivery
•Quick turnaround
•Every care taken

www.professionalironingservice.com

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050 808
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William Mullins and the Mayflower 
Expedition

The Mayflower set sail for America on 
16th September 1620 with about 100 
passengers and 30 crew members 
after several false starts involving the 
leaking hull of her companion ship 
(the Speedwell) for which they had 
to return to port for repairs. On board 
were the family of William Mullins – a 
prosperous shoe and boot maker 
from Dorking – with his wife Alice and 
children Joseph (15) and Priscilla (17) 
and his servant/apprentice Robert 
Carter. He had left behind two of  
his family from his first marriage, Sarah 
(22) and William (late 20’s) who 
remained in Dorking.   

The smaller ship Speedwell, which 
was intended to accompany the 
Mayflower, had come from Rotterdam 
to Southampton with a group of 
English Puritans or Separatists who 
had left Scrooby in Nottinghamshire 
some 12 years before to escape the 
strict enforcement of religious laws 

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
enacted during James I reign during 
1608-9. Southampton had established 
trading links with Virginia and Norfolk  
which was where they were headed.   
The two ships set sail on 15th August 
but the Speedwell started leaking 
and they had to stop in Dartmouth 
for repairs. The Dartmouth locals were 
suspicious of the pilgrims and obliged 
them to move up the river. They set off 
again down the English Channel but 
300 miles off Lands End the Speedwell 
leaked again and the ships returned 
to Plymouth. Here the Speedwell 
was declared unfit to sail across the 
Atlantic. 

Six weeks had passed, wasting 
valuable money and supplies. 
Some passengers returned to  
Holland, some abandoned the venture 
and a few joined the Mayflower. After 
some 64 days sailing, they spotted 
land at Cape Cod Hook and arrived 
at their destination, Plymouth Bay 
Harbour in Massachusets, in the harsh 
winter on 19th November 1620.

William Mullins was a signatory to the 
Mayflower Compact which was a 
venture financed by the Merchant 
Adventurers and he had 9 shares of 
stock in the venture. Mullins was well 
established in Dorking where he is 
first recorded in October 1595 when 
he was fined 2 pence apparently 
for not attending the manorial court 
session of that year. He was elected 
‘tithingman’ for the Eastborough 
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Nower House Residential Care Home
Coldharbour Lane | Dorking 

 
Dorking’s local Charity, 

improving the lives 
of older people by 

putting care before profit. 

Discuss your individual care needs
Call 01252 979111

or email marketing@awvs.org.uk

“The support and community spirit 
within the home has given my mum a new 

lease of life which is lovely
to see -

 thank you to all your wonderful team”
Annie - Daughter of 

Nower House resident

Rated 9.9 out of 10

www.awvs.org.ukwww.awvs.org.uk
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
neighbourhood. On 20th December 
1612 he was named in the will of 
Jane Hammonds, appointing him 
as overseer of her estate. On 28th 
December 1612 Mullins bought a 
‘holding’ from John Jetter in Dorking 
with 1½ acres of land between West 
Street and Back Street (now Church 
Street) for £122. He was detained on 
29th August 1616 by the Lordship of 
the Privy Council, probably associated 
with the religious controversies of  
that time, but nothing came of it. 
In May 1619 Mullins sold his Dorking 
Mansion holdings to Ephraim Bothall 
for £280, apparently in preparation for 
his voyage on the Mayflower ship.  
 

There were two interesting characters 
among the Mayflower passengers.   
One was Stephen Hopkins who 
joined them in Southampton – the 
only man who had been in America 
before – having been shipwrecked in  
Bermuda in 1609. He and his wife 
Elizabeth joined the Mayflower in 
Southampton. She was one of 18 
women of whom 3 were 6 months 
pregnant. She gave birth during the 
voyage and they named the boy 
Oceanus. On arrival in New England 
Stephen Hopkins was another of 

the 41 signatures on the Mayflower 
Compact. He became assistant to 
the Governor of the Plymouth Colony 
until 1636. His years of experience in 
Jamestown made him familiar with 
the hunting techniques and lifestyle 
of the American Indians which was 
very useful to the Pilgrim’s leaders. In 
fact their first formal meeting with the  
Indian leaders of the Wampanoag 
tribe was at Hopkin’s house. He took 
part in visits to the Indian leader 
Mussasoit. In the later 1630s he came 
up against the Plymouth authorities 
because he set up a tavern and 
allowed excessive drinking. He died in 
1644.    

Only Priscilla Mullins survived their first 
winter and spring and continued to 
live in Plymouth. William Mullins died 
on 21st February 1621 followed by his 
wife and son soon afterwards.

The next WLHG Talk will be on 11th 
March 2025 with speaker Anne Sassin 
from the Surrey Archaeological 
Society about Test Pitting at Albury 
Park to investigate deserted medieval 
settlements. 

As always the WLHG Committee 
encourages readers to propose talks 
and articles of interest. Contact us by 
email at westcottlocalhistory@gmail.
com and for local information see our 
website www.westcottlocalhistory.org 

WLHG Scribe
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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          WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES
Westcott Village Hall Update Number 10
March 2025

Our planning application to build a new village hall on Institute Road and 9 new 
houses on the current Hut site on Furlong Road was submitted in September 2024 
and a decision from Mole Valley District Council is awaited. The Development 
Group and their advisors are continuing to liaise with the planning officers to 
ensure comments from stakeholders and our community have been properly 
addressed. We are hopeful that we will have some positive news to report in the 
next couple of months.

In the meantime the Westcott Village Hall remains in active use and is producing 
sufficient income through hiring of the hall to continue operating, comply with 
statutory guidelines and pay the usual bills. The village has been very supportive 
with generous contributions from many individuals and groups including Westcott 
Village Association, The 100 Club, Westcott Wives and Westfestivity. We would 
like to thank you all again for your support, it is very much appreciated.

The trustees are planning another active year of events to raise money for the 
project so please keep a watch for further details during the year. A couple of 
dates that have already been set are the annual Quiz Night on May 10th and 
Westcott Open Gardens event on June 15th Please keep the dates free and 
further information will follow.

Thank you for all your support.

The Trustees Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO

Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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Notice of a Meeting of the Trustees of Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO at the 
Westcott Village Hall on Wednesday, April 30th 2025 at 7pm

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO is governed by its trustees. With limited exceptions 
(and reflecting how modern charities are generally run) only the trustees are 
entitled to attend and vote at meetings. However, in the interest of transparency 
and good governance, the trustees have adopted a policy to declare their 
quarterly meeting to be held in April each year as an ‘open meeting’ which 
residents may attend as observers.

This year, the trustees’ April meeting will be held in Westcott Village Hall at 
7pm on Wednesday, 30th April 2025 and all residents of Westcott and the 
neighbourhood are warmly invited to attend as observers.

The business of the meeting will include:

(i) a review of the CIO’s report and accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2024 which are currently in the course of preparation;
(ii) the appointment (or, if eligible, re-appointment) of trustees;
(iii) an update on the planning application for the proposed new houses on the 
site of The Hut and the new village hall on the current site of WVH;
(vi) such matters concerning the operations of the CIO as may arise and be 
appropriate for discussion in an open forum.

Sally Hewetson
Chairperson

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO

WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES’ MEETING Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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COME AND JOIN US AT  
THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND 

Registered Charity No: 1174651 

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 

  CHARITY EASTER EGG HUNT AND FUN DAY 
        SUNDAY 13th APRIL AT 12.30pm 
        Fun and games for all the family                           
      Easter Egg Hunt  
                            Egg and Spoon Races  
                           Easter Egg Stall, Raffle  
                       Lucky Dip and Sweets Stall 
                                Games for all ages 
                                   BBQ and Drinks 
 
 

 
 
 

Children £8 each  
Please Register Children ASAP to avoid  
disappointment as numbers are limited  

Email: Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: 07778873806 

All proceeds go to help our Veterans in need 
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        QRMW
February has arrived and as I am writing 
this there is a sleet/hail storm. However 
there is lots of promise of brighter things 
to come.  We have daffodils in bud at 
the front of the woodland and other 
spring bulbs popping up from the frozen 
ground. The birds are hungry and wait 
for my arrival in the mornings. It will be 
nice when we can turn the clocks back 
and start to enjoy longer days.

We are now in full swing with the 
planning of our Easter Egg Hunt and 
Family Fun Day. Do register the children 
asap to avoid disappointment. We are 
going to have a great Easter Egg Stall 
at extremely good prices so come to 
the woodland on Sunday 13th April 
and fill your shopping bags to help 
our Veterans. There will be lots to do; 
the Easter Egg Hunt at 12.30 followed 
by Egg and Spoon races. The stalls in 
the woodland include the Easter Egg 
Stall, Sweet Stall, Lucky Dip, Craft Stall, 
Grand Easter Raffle, games for all ages 
with prizes and the NAFFI will be open 
plus a BBQ. PLEASE DO REMEMBER TO 
BRING CASH as cards do not work in 
the woodland.

I have been busy making some new bird 
boxes and once Easter has come and 
gone we will be enjoying watching the 
birds feeding their young. It is always a 
joy to watch the young woodpeckers 
feeding and some of the smaller birds  
busy in and out of the nesting boxes. 
One of my great pleasures is to see the 

ferns all around the woodland come 
to life, they almost appear to unfurl in 
front of my eyes!    

As we go forward and into the Summer 
months we will be holding the 11th 
Annual Anniversary of our opening. 
This celebration will take place on 
Sunday 8th June and all are invited, 
starting at 12.30. There will be plenty of 
parking because we have been given 
permission to park in the grounds of 
the new Leith Hill School and we will 
provide a shuttle service to and from 
the woodland. As usual we will have 
lots of stalls and plenty of refreshments.   
One of my good mates who was in 
the Queen’s Regiment boxing team 
with me sadly passed away before 
Christmas so there will also be a 
Commemoration Service for him on the  
8th during the afternoon. I know that 
family will be coming from Germany 
and quite a number of his comrades 
will be coming to celebrate his life and 
plant a tree in his honour. Do put this 
date in your diaries. 

I am at the woodland most days of the 
week and weekends between 10am 
and 2pm this time of year, much longer 
in the Summer. So feel free to come 
and visit and say hello. I look forward 
to your visit. 

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Registered Charity No: 1174651
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY
If you were 
thinking of 
travelling the 
world you 
would probably 
have a mode 
of transport in 

mind. Let us guess – would it be long, 
wriggly, green and sort of slimy? No? 
Well that’s what ours was! We all 
hopped aboard our ginormous green 
snake and slithered to the farthest 
corners of the world to celebrate the 
year of the snake.

In our crafty corner we continued 
learning about the Chinese New Year 
and made some beautiful lanterns to 
hang throughout the hall. We all had 
the opportunity to get to grips with 
chopsticks both 
by playing with 
playdough and 
by swirling them 
in the sand to 
make all sorts of symbols.

Space has invaded the nursery this 
month with a fully functioning space 
station popping up for us to explore.  
We have learnt every planet name and 
were excited to light up some glowing 
stones with our colourful torches. Back 
on earth the weather has provided us 
with some super speedy hail storms 
where the hail has helpfully settled. 
One of our teachers volunteered to 
go out into the cold to scoop it up and 
bring it inside for us to get our hands 

on! Tiny weeny snowballs that melted 
at our touch!

Spring rolls were on the menu as we 
carefully rolled up delicious chopped 
vegetables in our delicate filo pastry 
then cooked them to crispy perfection. 
For those with a sweet tooth valentine’s 
cookies were baked and decorated 
with perfect pinks. And in what has 
now become a February tradition we 
made marmalade in earnest to enter 
the best marmalade competition in 
Surrey at the Kingsfisher Farm Shop!

We’d like to say a BIG thank you to 
the Abinger Fair Committee for our 
donation which we 
have used to buy a 
new picnic table for 
the hall garden. It’s 
wonderfully toddler 
sized and can fit a 
lot more of us round it!  We love it!

And finally a date for your diary – the 
Great Abinger Bake Off returns on the 
23rd March from 2-4 pm at the Evelyn 
Hall. Be the next Paul or Prue and battle 
it out for Star Baker! With the Chocolate 
Tombola, Egg Hunt and crafts galore. 
Not to be missed!

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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ST JOHNS CHAPEL 
FURLONG ROAD 

WESTCOTT RH43PP

Friday's 
5-7pm

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Shop/Cafe 
Closed

Open 
12-4pm

Open
10-4pm

Open
10-7pm

Open 
10-4pm

Open
10-2pm

9-11am

Curry Night 
5-7pm

Community 
Garden 
11-2pm

Fresh Bread 
& Cakes

Fresh Bread 
& Cakes

Sourdough 
& Sausage 
Rolls

Fresh Bread 
& Cakes

Fresh Bread 
& Cakes

Light Meals Light Meals Light Meals Light Meals Light Meals

Community 
Fridge Van 
2.15pm

Community 
Fridge

Community 
Fridge

Community 
Fridge

Community 
Fridge

Community 
Fridge

Don’t forget, 

the clocks go 

forward on 

30th March!
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Highways and Transport Infrastructure 
Issues in Westcott

The WVA have been navigating 
through the blurred lines of  
responsibility between Mole Valley 
District Council and Surrey County 
Highways, pushing for action on 
the various highways and transport 
infrastructure concerns from the 
community. This has included; 
maintenance of roads and  
pavements, road safety for the 
school, infrastructure improvements 
to encourage more cycling & walking 
and the impact on the already 
congested A25 of the new housing 
developments. As well as putting 
concerns in writing (see Westcott 
Highways and Transport problems 
Jan2025 Ltr to SCC MVDC)  by the 
time you read this article a meeting 
will have just taken place with all 
parties to discuss the key issues.  
Further updates to follow.  

            WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
In the meantime, thank you to 
everyone who continues to report 
pot holes, overgrown pavements 
and other problems directly to  
SCC or MVDC using the Report a 
Problem links on our website as this 
continues to bring these Westcott 
issues towards the top of the agenda. 
The current map on Fix My Street 
shows the numerous items that have 
already been reported – well done 
Westcott for helping to keep up the 
pressure.

Updating the Westcott Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 

The latest 
meeting of 
the Westcott 
Village Forum 
was held on 
27th February 
and updates 
were received 
from the 
three working 
groups looking 
at policy, data and community 
engagement. It is through discussion 
at the Forum that the content and 
overall direction of the updated  
WNDP is set. Copies of all the 
presentations and notes of the 
meetings can be found on 
the dedicated pages of the 
Westcott Village website https://
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The Perfect Venue for any event 

 
Amenities and the venue:  

• 1 x large hall (100 people) 
• 1 x meeting room (8 people) 
• Drop down projector screen 
• Wi-Fi 
• Gas heating 

 

• Fully equipped kitchen with all 
amenities + tableware for 85 people 

• 17 large trestle tables + smaller 
tables and chairs for 100 people 

• Large car park onsite 
•     Full alcohol licence 

 
Hire rates  

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8  
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on 
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss. 

 
The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a 
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of 
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue 
during the building period. 
 

 

 
 

   Village Hall 

 

 

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible 

space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties, 
meetings and functions. 
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    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
westcot tv i l lage.com/westcot t -
neighbourhood-development-plan/ 

It’s never too late to get involved 
so if you would like to volunteer for 
a working group or come along to 
a future Village Forum, please get 
in touch to let us know at contact@
westcottvillage.com 

Changes to Local Government

The UK 
Government 
p u b l i s h e d 
an English 
D e v o l u t i o n 
White Paper 
in December 
p r o p o s i n g 
a major 
reorganisation 
of Local 

Government across the country in 
favour of unitary authorities. This 
would mean the existing Surrey 
County Council (SCC) and it’s eleven 
Borough and District Councils, one  
of which is Mole Valley District  
Council, would be abolished in favour 
of one, or possibly two, Mayoral 
Strategic Authorities for Surrey. 

SCC has already indicated their 
desire to be in the first wave of these 
changes and they have already 
started work to understand what this 

could look like. We will need to stay 
abreast of these proposals to ensure 
Westcott’s voice continues to be 
heard as part of the new structure.   
At the last Open Meeting, it was 
thought that forming a Parish Council 
in Westcott might be one option 
worthy of consideration.

As always please do get in touch with 
any issues or to share your views on 
village life. We have current openings 
on the Committee so if you would 
like to come and join us or just come 
along to a few meetings to see if it is 
for you, please do get in touch.

WVA Committee
Jo Astor, Paul Goddard, James 

Leaver, Nick Lund, Magesh 
Ramakrishnan contact@

westcottvillage.com
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
1st at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St George’s church, Ashtead, £16, 01372 275907
2nd at 3.00, Brodsky quartet at Dorking Halls, £23, 01306 740619
3rd at 1.00, screening of Swan Lake at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717
7th at 1.00. screening of Jesus Christ Superstar at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717
7th at 7.30, screening of Jesus Christ Superstar at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717
9th at 7.00, LHMF Messiah at Dorking Halls, £20-25, 01306 881717
15th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church, £15
20th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717
24th at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717

The first concert of this year’s Leith Hill Music Festival takes place in March. This is 
a performance of Handel’s Messiah given by a large choir of festival singers with 
the baroque orchestra Canzona. It will be the first concert with the new festival 
conductor Neil Ferris, who has been leading the singers through a series of lively 
and inspiring rehearsals. This will be an exciting and dramatic performance of 
Handel’s great masterpiece. Two further festival concerts will follow in April.

The Dorking Philharmonia has a programme of Russian music, beginning with 
Borodin’s evocative tone poem In the steppes of central Asia.  Louis-Victor Bak 
will then be the soloist in Rachmaninov’s ever-popular second piano concerto 
and the concert will finish with Tchaikovsky’s brilliant Symphony no.4.

The Dorking Concertgoers present the world-famous Brodsky string quartet 
in the third of a three-concert series that began in February. Beginning with 
an arrangement of a Bach violin sonata, they will play Debussy’s beautifully 
atmospheric string quartet and Schubert’s moving Death and the Maiden, its title 
inspired by one of Schubert’s finest songs.

The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, has a very attractive 
programme, beginning with Mendelssohn’s rarely-heard overture Son and 
Stranger.  Gerard Flotats is the cello soloist in Tchaikovsky’s Rococo Variations and 
a lovely Romanze by Richard Strauss.  There are also two pieces by Delius, and the 
concert finishes with Saint-Saens’ second symphony.

There are several screenings at the Dorking Halls this month: Tchaikovsky’s Swan 
Lake and Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet from the Royal Ballet, and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s Jesus Christ Superstar, filmed during its UK tour.

Ian Codd
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
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London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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          DORKING MUSEUM
The Museum features fascinating 
displays telling the story of Dorking from 
the age of the dinosaur to the modern 
day, special temporary exhibitions 
and regular family activities at the 
Museum and Dorking Library. Added 
to that, spring brings the resumption 
of our programmes of guided walks in 
the town and tours of the South Street 
Caves – start planning now.

Building between the vines – the story 
of the Denbies LEGO house: 

The Museum’s 
c u r r e n t 
t e m p o r a r y 
exhibition tells 
the story of 
how and why 
a full-size house 

was built of LEGO on the Denbies Wine 
Estate in 2009.  It was the subject of one 
programme of a BBC television series 
entitled James May Toy Stories in which 
the presenter built large scale models 
from some of the country’s best-loved 
children’s toys.  2009 marked the 60th 
anniversary of the first LEGO bricks 
being produced!

The two-storey house took almost 2,000 
volunteers to build over a five-week 
period, using over 3.3 million bricks and 
setting a world record for the largest 
LEGO house. It included furniture, 
furnishings, kitchen appliances, and 
even a shower, sink and flushing loo 
on the top floor – and a LEGO cat! 
Following completion, a housewarming 

party was held, and a toast with 
Denbies wine – served in specially 
designed LEGO goblets – was enjoyed 
by contributors to the series and guests 
including Oz Clark, Tiff Needell and 
Jane Asher.  After the party, James 
May stayed in the house for just one 
rainy night.   The house itself remained 
in situ at Denbies for only four days. Due 
to its sheer size and weight, relocation 
to a permanent site was impractical, 
so it was demolished, with the bricks 
collected up and donated to charity.

A collection of 
specially designed 
Lego models 
of buildings 
and objects 
with a Dorking 
connection are 
on display, and 
there are other activities for children.  A 
LEGO Dorking Cockerel trail around the 
Museum, with prizes, continues for the 
duration of the exhibition.   

Family Activities at Dorking Library: 
Saturday 1st March, 10am-1pm: ‘Great 
G a m e s ! ’ 
Back by 
p o p u l a r 
demand, we 
w e l c o m e 
the return 
of the 
Shrove Tuesday ‘blow’ football game 
– commemorating the historic (and 
infamous) game that was played on 



46

JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial reviews
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports
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          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)

Dorking High Street until it was banned 
in 1897. Other unseen traditional games 
from the Dorking Museum collection 
will also be available. Don’t just play it, 
make it!  Create your own skittle alley 
using recycled materials. With generous 
support from the Arts Society Dorking.  
Saturday 8th March, 10am-1pm: For 
Women’s History Month, families are 
invited to come and find out about 
famous women from Dorking (aimed 
at 4–11 year olds).  Both free events 
take place at Dorking Library, St. 
Martin’s Place, and children must be 
accompanied.

South Street Caves tours: One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves 
lie beneath Dorking’s busy streets.  
Staircases, galleries, wine vaults and 
chambers lead down to the ‘Mystery 

Chamber’, 50 feet below street level. 
Guided tours take place on the last 
Saturday of each month starting on 
Saturday 29th March at 10am, 11am, 
1pm and 2pm, lasting 45 minutes. 
Tickets will be on sale from 1st March 
on dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/. These sell out quickly, but 
private group tours from the beginning 
of April may also be arranged (email 
caves@dorkingmuseum.org.uk).

Walking in Dorking: The Museum’s 
popular programme of guided walks 
in the town centre and at Betchworth 
Castle and The Deepdene Trail resumes 
at the beginning of April.  Please see 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-walks-
around-dorking/ for scheduled walks 
and private group bookings.  

Get involved: Could you spare a few 
hours each month to help support this 
valuable community resource?  We 
are looking for new volunteers for the 
front desk, or who could bring their skills 
to a variety of other important roles 
with flexible working in the Museum, 
in the community or from home.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details and application.  

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursdays 1pm-
4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 10am-4pm, 
free entry.   www.dorkingmuseum.org.
uk. 01306 876591.  Visit dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/digital-guide/.
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 

The full moon in March is 

known as the Worm Moon, as 

it is the time of year 

when earthworms are 

reappearing after the winter.
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Dorking Group of Artists’ Spring Exhibition 
2025 Betchworth Village Hall, Station Rd, 

Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DF 

Open to the public: 
Friday May 2nd – Sunday May 4th 

10:00 – 17:00, 
Monday May 5th 10:00 – 16:00

The Dorking Group of Artists, probably the largest art 
group in Surrey, are delighted to be returning to 

Betchworth Village Hall for their popular Spring exhibition. 
Many of our members are professional artists, and our 
exhibitions have a strong reputation for artistic merit 

and quality of presentation. The original art in our exhibition 
is all for sale at affordable prices. The paintings demonstrate 

a wide range of different subjects, styles and media. 
Original art makes a unique and thoughtful gift.

Entrance to the exhibition is free and Betchworth Village 
Hall is opposite Knights Plant Centre where you can buy all 

manner of plants and also have lunches, tea and cake.
For more information about our activities, exhibitions and 

how to join the DGA see www.dga.org.uk, look at 
our Facebook page @dga4art, or get in touch at 

contact@dga.org.uk. 

Angela Hall, Chair, 
Dorking Group of Artists

Email: contact@dga.org.uk

Alan Brown

Pauline Allbeury
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We o� er a warm and friendly 
welcome to all bridge players, 

perhaps new to the area or taking 
up the game again after a break.

Also, we can help new and
intermediate players with 

lessons and guided tuition.
We play on a Monday night from 

7pm to 10pm in Westcott Village Hall, 
in the centre of Westcott near Dorking.

We play 18-21 boards of duplicate bridge 
in an inclusive atmosphere.

Come and play

BRIDGE

www.bridgewebs.com/westcott

WESTCOTT

BRIDGE CLUB

Tea and 

co� ee 

included

FREE 
PARKING

TABLE FEE   £3 per night

If you would like to fi nd 
out more, please phone 

Chairman David Royle on 01306 880102 
or Jill Attfi eld on 01306 882040

or go to our website

Help in fi nding a partner is available
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Nancy Lund

The fixed  points in Nancy’s life are 
husband Nick, her kids Ellie and Max, 
her brother and sister and her therapy 
dog Shadow. These represent safe 
ports in her rather wiggly route of lived 
experiences with her only discovering  
her navigational compass when getting 
a late diagnosis of Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) which 
explained some of the  turbulance she 
has weathered. 

The  disruption began when her parents 
split up when she was very young, but 
she recalls her Dad singing often and 
a household of eclectic musical tastes 
combining Led Zeppelin and AC/DC 
with classical and folk music. Steeleye 
Span’s Weaver and the Factory Maid  
was a favourite. Her early schooling 
was not happy. Told off for chatting 
during story hour, being slapped by 
a teacher, probably for inattention, 
were likely as a result of symptoms of 
her undiagnosed ADHD. She fared 
little better in secondary school with 
her ambition of becoming a nurse 
quashed by career advice that she 
was ‘too stupid’. She left at 15 without 
any qualifications. 

She was drawn to drama and 
gravitated towards London’s Covent 
Garden where she became a busker’s 
bottler. In the past, a busker would have 
an assistant who passed round a hat 
for coins and held a bottle containing 

a fly in the other hand. Keeping the 
fly in the bottle with the thumb of that 
hand proved there was no pinching 
of the busker’s money. Nancy found 
the musical talent of David Bowie and 
his tranforming persona Ziggy Stardust 
coincided with a break from what would 
now be recognised as a coercive and 
controlling relationship with the busker  
and her own reinvention of herself. 

Her sister, who worked for BA, provided 
a ticket to Venezuela which broke the 
busker’s stanglehold and she moved 
to Twickernham, taking driving jobs  
for a graphic designer. Another BA 
ticket, this time to Australia, resulted 
in her discovering religion and being 
born again to a Pentecostal Church 
Community. On her return to the UK 
she spent the next seven years as a 
missionary, including a stint working 
in Hamburg’s red light district. What 
was absent in her life was music, with 
the  church forbidding access to any 
media. Bucking against a marriage 
her pastor was steering her towards 
and her mission to Rwanda she luckily 
escaped both the marriage and 
the geneocide. Nancy found herself  
questioning her religion and leaving 
the church altogether. 

Feeling cut off and lost, a restorative 
walk in the Peak District resulted in 
her meeting Simon. A marriage, two 
children and a messy divorce followed, 
cramming in GCSEs, an A level and a 
degree in Psychology along the way. 

         DESERT ISLAND DISCS
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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A drama camp re-generated her 
and was where she met Nick. A joyful 
second marriage to the accompliment 
of Peter, Paul and Mary’s First time 
ever I saw your face, an MSc in drama 
therapy, and award winning theatre 
work with young people followed. 
This, together with her love of nature 
epitomised in the glorious Vaughan 
Williams’ Lark Ascending completed 
the task of soul rebuilding and a  
renewed spirituality. David Gray’s song 
Please, forgive me continuing ‘...if I act 
a little strange, for I know not what I do’ 
resonated with Nancy’s disorganisation 
and meltdowns countered by Nick’s 
sense of order and calm.

Her Dad died in 2018 and 
her involvement in his funeral  
arrangements led her to training as  
a celebrant and you will find her 
as Nancy Lund in the UK Society of 
Celibrants’ register. Her style of working 
with the bereaved is to organically 
surface the pain of loss, finding the right 
tone and timbre for the service and 
draw on her drama and therapy skills.  

Covid struck in 2020 and Nancy, Nick 
Ellie and Max were at home with 
Shadow, (a dog trained to provide 
comfort and support and used by 
Nancy in her mental health work with 
children). The family gave lectures to 
each other and Nancy correographed 
a dance for her children, videoing the 
performance to the music of Blinding 

lights by The Weekend. Despite the 
unfolding tragedy of Covid deaths, this 
was a magical time for Nancy and a 
cherished time of connection with her 
kids.

Entering her 50s and losing several 
friends to cancer pulled Nancy up 
short and caused her to ask herself: 
how much time do I have left? The 
incredibly brave answer was to train 
as a paramedic and she will qualify 
in January 2026. As a mature student 
she was offered screening for learning 
differences through which she was 
diagnosed with ADHD. The disjointed 
pieces of inattention, restlessness and 
27 different jobs fell into place with a 
relieved understanding of why. She 
is loving the training, sponging up the 
learning and feeling she has come full 
circle with her earlier nursing ambitions. 
This is me from The Greatest Showman 
says it all: 

‘I am brave, I am bruised
I am who I’m meant to be, this is me

Look out ‘cause here I come
And I’m marching on to the beat I drum

I’m not scared to be seen
I make no apologies, this is me’

With the book Papillion in her back 
pocket and a blanket as her luxury 
item I wish this wonderful, resilient,  
resourceful woman well in her new 
career.

Jennifer Brown

            DESERT ISLAND DISCS (cont.)
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Quiz Night
&

Curry 

Buy tickets from the Village Hub
or email 

£16 a ticket 
includes supper

Chicken or vegan Curry, Naan, Rice,
Popadoms and onion bhaji

Doors open at 6:30pm
Quiz starts at 7:15pm

 WESTCOTT VILLAGE Hall 
SATURDAY 10 MAY

BAR RAFFLEPRIZES

I N F O   W E S T C O T T V I L L A G E H A L L . C O M
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Killing Two Birds with One Stone

Plastic pollution now blights our planet 
from the highest mountain to the 
deepest ocean trench. Last years 
Big Plastics Count estimated that 
1.7billion pieces of plastic are being 
thrown away by UK households EACH 
WEEK!  But it would be wrong to lay the 
blame at the doorstep of individual 
householders.  

On the contrary, single-use disposable 
plastic was a deliberate strategy 
pushed from the plastics industry to 
maximise profits – they’d found that 
the problem with plastic products was 
that they were too durable, so you’d 
only need to buy one of a plastic 
item and it would last forever! Hence 
the idea of ‘throw-away’ plastic was 
born and gradually clever marketing 
and cheap pricing drove items that 
had previously been reusable towards 
more ‘convenient’ disposable plastic 
versions.

There are certainly items for which 
plastic has an important material use, 
such as for pacemakers for example, 
but using such a durable material for 
a single-use or disposable product, 
such as packaging, is problematic, 
and indeed would appear to make 
little sense – apart from the fact that 
it is an artificially cheap material – due 
in part to it being a byproduct of the 
subsidised fossil fuel industry. 99% of all 

plastics are made from fossil fuels and 
plastic packaging accounts for nearly 
40% of plastic usage.

What I hadn’t really appreciated, 
when I first started to write this article, 
was the extent to which reducing 
plastic production is critically linked 
with tackling the climate crisis.  
Throughout their lifecycle plastics 
contribute to climate heating, via 
greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with the extraction of fossil fuel, 
manufacturing of the plastic and 
disposal of plastic waste. In 2019 5% 
of global emissions come from plastic 
production.

Moreover, as the world is transitioning 
to clean energy, fossil fuel companies 
are increasingly turning their attention 
to plastic production.  ExxonMobil was 
estimated to be the biggest single-use 
plastic waste polluter worldwide in 
2021. The plastic industry is becoming 
the fastest-growing source of global 
industrial greenhouse gases. If this 
continues, as much as 19% of world 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

greenhouse emissions could come 
from the plastics lifecycle by 2040. 

Countries around the world 
acknowledge the need for a global 
treaty to reduce the amount of 
plastics being created, in order to 
protect our health, the health of the 
earth and to tackle the climate crisis. 
The fifth round of negotiations for a 
Global Plastics Treaty in December last 
year ended without an agreement. 
The talks were literally swamped by 
fossil fuel and petrochemical industry 
lobbyists who, alongside oil-producing 
countries, worked to weaken the 
treaty, pushing waste management 
and recycling ‘solutions’, rather than 
tackling the issue at source, ie cutting 
plastic production.  

The idea of recycling is often pushed 
by the plastics industry as a method 
of dealing with the problem of 
throw-away plastic pollution, without 
endangering disposable plastic 
production, effectively allowing the 
problem to continue.  Plastic recycling 
is not a satisfactory solution for plastic 

pollution for several reasons, including 
the fact that it is complex due to the 
numerous different types of plastic 
with differing chemical additives and 
recycled plastics contain chemicals 
hazardous to health. In fact much of 
our plastic waste is burned – releasing 
toxic fumes, often unfairly impacting 
deprived neighbourhoods.

In addition to the above, microplastics 
are released during the recycling 
process, causing environmental harm 
through air and water contamination.
Microplastics – which result from the 
breaking down of plastic waste – 
get everywhere and can be found 
in our food, water and are even 
finding their way into our brains, in 
rapidly increasing amounts! Research 
released in February found that 
data showed an increasing trend in 
microplastic contamination of brains 
from 1997 to 2024, with the equivalent 
of the weight of a plastic spoon of tiny 
plastic particles found in the brains of 
people who had died in 2024.

Infographic from everydayplastic.org from 
2024 Big Plastics Count 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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               Brockham Choral

Brockham Choral perform Joseph Haydn’s 
The Creation on Saturday 5th April at 7.30pm at 

St Martin’s Church, Dorking RH4 1UX.
Solists include Soprano, Lorna Murray; Tenor, David Walsh; 

Bass, Ross Cumming.

Cole Bendall, Musical Director, conducts British Sinfonietta Orchestra.
Admission Adults £20, Children, students under 18 in full-time education £10.

Ticket purchase : https://brockhamchoral.org/tickets
More information: www.brockhamchoral.org 

Reducing the use of fossil fuels goes 
hand in hand with reducing plastic 
pollution. Far from being a problem 
of human behaviour, this is a systemic 
problem, so rather than look to 
piecemeal downstream remedies 
which just keep plastics circulating in 
ever smaller pieces, the solution is to 
go upstream and turn down the tap of 
plastic production. Tackling the issue 
of fossil fuel subsidies at a policy level 
is one of the keys to addressing the 
artificially ‘cheap’ price of fossil fuels 
and therefore plastics too.  There are 
also ways we can help.

What can we do?

• Divest from fossil fuels – make sure 
your money is not supporting banks, 

pension and other companies, ie 
insurance, that are investing in, or 
enabling, new fossil fuel projects.  See 
www.makemymoneymatter.co.uk 
and https://global.insure-our-future.
com/

• Use alternatives to plastic wherever 
possible

• Beware of greenwashing claims 
on packaging – a ‘chasing arrows’ 
recycling logo and the word 
‘recyclable’ printed on plastic 
wrappers does not always mean that 
it can actually be recycled

Fully referenced article at www.
greenwestcott.org/blog

Jakki Phillips

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
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RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




