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Westcott has a population of over
2,000 and this is the only magazine
written specifically for the Westcoftt
area by the people of Westcoftt. It
is hand delivered, free of charge, to
every household and further copies
are available at the church, local
shops, pub and doctor's surgery.

N

If you have any articles, photos,
letters, etc that you think we may
like to feature in the next issue,
please email the Editor on:
editor@westcoitmag.com
But please note, publication will
always be subject to space and at
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for
February issue:

8th January 2025

This magazine, published by the
Church in Westcott, is prinfed on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
accredited paper from a sustainable
source. The views expressed are
those of the individual writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Church, Editor or Westcott

residents.

Cover photo - ‘Spectacular Winter Sunset’ by Jo Smewing
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FROM THE EDITOR

Well, | hope you all
had a relaxing and
joyful Christmas and
have a happy and
healthy 2026!

This month is the last
chance to see the Dorking Home
Guard exhibition at Dorking Museum
- it finishes on 17th if you haven't yet
been fo see if.

Page 13 has details of the Baby Meals
service, Anna is always keen to hear
from extra cooks who would be happy
to help out on the rota, the more the
merrier, so get in fouch if you think you
ight be able to help.

There is no coffee morning in January,
but they are also looking for new

helpers once a month, see details on
page 17 if you can spare a couple of
hours for this village institution.

If you can remember as far back as
Westfestivity there are some photos
and a report (in poetry) on pages
32-33 so take a look and see if you
feature!

is a further consultation on
Westcott Neighbourhood

There
the

Development Plan on the Mole Valley
District Council website, running for
the whole of the month, see page 43
for all details, and make sure you have
your say.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com




..FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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Building Friendships. Sharing Life
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FASHIONABLY OUT OF DATE

Ever nostalgically kept an item of
clothing at the back of the wardrobe
only for it to come unexpectedly
back into fashion? I've even heard
a rumour that flared jeans made a
comeback recently so well done to
you if you kept hold
of a pair from the
70s — you are bang
on trend. Or perhaps
you have heard of

the 100 vyear rule
for baby names?
That names formally
associated with
older folks become
fashionable again
once they hit the

great-grandparent stage (all four
of our children’s names fall info this
category | believe).

“I BELIEVE THAT YOU or
ARE A BEING OF ETERNAL
SIGNIFICANCE”

Part of the challenge of writing these
magazine articlesis that I have to pen
them a month before the magazine

What references will
appear hopelessly
out of date by the
fime you read them?
What local, natfional
infernational
situations will be on
people’'s minds that
| have entirely failed
to comment on, due
to the fact that they
have yet to happen
as | sit at my keyboard.
Thankfully some ideas never go
entirely out of date — even if they
drift in and out of fashion in the
popular and academic worlds
as the decades drift by. There
are themes | can return to like a
broken record (incidentally, a great
example of what should be an out of
date idiom if it were not for the refro
return of vinyl) believing them to
have a relevance for the lives of the
people of Westcoft, and indeed in
the strange wide world beyond the
vilage boundaries.

comes out.



..FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

So, let me begin 2026 with themes |
refuse to leave behind:

| believe that you are a being of
eternal significance. | believe you
(and I) muck things up —relationships,
projects, nature, you name it. |
believe in a God who created a
complex evolving cosmos so that
He could have a relationship with
those creatures He created in His
image that dwell therein. | believe
this God is complex — beyond the
absolute comprehensions of the
greatest human minds and the most
advanced Al - but He chooses to
make himself known in ways finite
minds can grasp and grapple with.

| believe this God loves you and
the world so much that He entered
into history as one of us and then
chose to die in our place so that
the seemingly infinite weight of our
mistakes can not keep us from the
freedom He desires for us.

| believe this God invites all-including
you-—tobe apart of His broken, flawed
and yet often beautiful family known
as the ‘Church’ fo learn about Himin
the context of community to come
and explore more and discover that
this God is waiting and longing for
you to experience that freedom.
Depending which papers, social
media channels, and people you
spend time with, these ideas we
crudely call Christianity may or may
not currently be in fashion in your
circle. Most probably the latter. But |
will keep seeking, all too imperfectly,
to live and speak them out regardless
— as this Jesus has transformed my
life, and | believe He is the one who
offers the hope the world is seeking.
So I'll begin 2026, as indeed | will end
it, fashionably out of date.

Rev'd Tim




SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

on Zoom

& reflection

8.30am Book of Common Prayer Communion, A warm
welcome in our beautiful, fraditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship
and arange of music styles. This service is also livestreamed

pleose scan this QR code, or visit the Online
Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer

New Year,
Faithful God

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship
with Sunday Club

Baptism of Christ

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

20-20-20 Service
with Breakfast

One Church Family (Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity)

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion with
Sunday Club

The Conversion of Paul

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion with
Sunday Club

ARKING |

o live in Westcott or.
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MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

Communion at St John's

BUILDING L B SHARING
FRIENDSHIPS 7B WESTCOTT LIFE

Holy Trinity Church

A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer,
Open to All

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit,
for private prayer
or reflection

Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace,
pray, reflect, breathe, be.

All are welcome

St John’s Hall

is a beautiful space to hire for events and
meetings, with availability weekdays,
weekends and evenings.

email
stjohnsbookings@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
to enquire.




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

St John's Hall, Westcott
G-11am every Thursday during term time
£2 voluntary dowation
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Gathering to

Pray

Holy Trinity C[ﬂurch, 7.45pm
First Tuesclay O]C every Montl'l

THE CHURCH IN
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme
and we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need.

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali
Mabley (alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

FLOODLIGHTING

Many thanks to Yasmin and Freddie George, who have sponsored January's
floodlighting in memory of their son Freddie (Little Freddie) and their Grandpa
Freddie Harry George, who passed away in the summer of 2018 aged 98.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey
at admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott
Church Funds.)

THE CHURCH IN

" \ding Fr in



Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’slives?

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley,
a5 staremployer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commission.

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

o £25.38-£30.40 pervisit

¢ Petrol allowance and paid travel time
¢ Minimum calltime - 2 hours

¢ Excellenttraining provided

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Call: 01372741544
Email: maggie.adenmosun@emv.homeinstead.co.uk
homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley

Each Home Instead franchise office isindependently owned and operated.
Copyright © Home Instead 2025.

Attune Reflexology Dorking

Women'’s Bespoke Reflexology in Wotton, Surrey

Inspected and rated

Outstanding vy

CareQuality
Commission

LIVING
WAGE

EMPLOYER

home
instead.

Is life full with Reflexology Can Help You

« A Difficult Menopause Deeply Relax

Period Problems Support Your Menopause

Anxiety Ease Anxiety
Stress Improve Sleep

Aches & Pains Lower Blood Pressure

Digestive Complaints Aid Digestion
High Blood Pressure Reduce Stress

Cluster Headaches Ease Aches & Pains

Loss or Grief Improve Mood
For more information
www.attunereflexologydorking
Instagram @attunereflexologydorking
Tel: 07811526156
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL &

Reception class enjoying Forest School

Year 1 Bees

Let’s not forget our Year 1 Bees, in
addition to all the wonderful things
they have been doing with Butterflies
they have also been very busy
honing their mathematical skills — from
counting, sorting to becoming human
balancing scales!

Year 3 have been
busy constructing
castles

As part of our
D&T project,
Hedgehogs have
been designing
and constructing

their very own
castle. They had
to think carefully
about who they
were  designing
their castle for,
making a range
of different
nets and then
construct their castle together. We
were incredibly proud of our end
results!

Year 485 Self-poriraits

In Art lessons we have been focusing
on creatfing self-portraits. We have
explored a variety of different
techniques as well as looked at some
famous self-portraits. When it came
to creating our final piece, we had to
think very hard about what message
we wanted our art work to convey
and how we were going to do that.




IMAGES
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DENBIES

WINE ESTATE

The Vineyard Hotel | Tours & Tastings | Dining
Art Gallery | Experience Days | Wine & Gift Shop

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6AA | denbies.co.uk | 01306 876616
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.) . ¥

Odd Socks Day

We took part in Odd Socks Day to
mark the start of Antibullying week.
We thought about why it is important
to all be different and how it makes us
unique. We also took part in the live
BBC live lesson about how we can
use our power for good. We discussed
how it is important to speak up when
you notice things aren’t right and how
we can show kindness fo others in a
range of different ways. At Surrey Hills,
we use our voice to help others and
put a stop to bullying!

Kathryn Saunderson
Acting Headteacher

The Westcott

What are “Baby Meals™!

running over 25 years! It's a highly valued
community initiative; our fabulous volunteer
cooks buy, cook and deliver a (free!) hot meal
for families living in the village with a new
baby, usually for 2 weeks. At a time of chaos as
the family adjusts to baby, dinner is one less

WEST( O-I--I- thing to think about!
Please do get in touch if you are expecting a
B ABY ME ALS baby, or if we can help during a challenging
time - we're always really pleased to help out!
We're also keen to hear from potential new

cooks - there’s no obligation, just sign up to
rotas as and when you can.

Anna: 07710 425487 annakemkers@hotmailcouk

“Baby Meals” service has been

13



MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

)‘\ The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

INSTITUTE OF MODERN DOG TRAINERS

Informative, practical, fun learning

¢ Wills, Trusts and Probate

e Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Accredited trainer using proven science

o -
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based training. Court of Protection matters

e CareF vi
Locally based - services include: Care Fee advice

¢ Advising Attorneys / Deputies

+ Preparing for your new amival - home setup

* Puppy through to adult fraining. * Non-mortgage related
+ Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training idential .
+ Behaviour consultations esIcenialeonyveyancing

+ Focused training workshops

* Fun Agility

* Hoopers classes

p 01483 562722
Therapy . www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com Qs%mﬁlt e enquiries@margravellp.co.uk
Do info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com e Quality www.margravellp.co.uk

g ottt Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
Training UK Tel: 07880 707467 SRAnumber 533213

Dorking Pest Control

Local Authority Approved Contractors Se rV| ces

FENCING & TREE SURGERY
www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

SPECIALISTS

Our Services Include:

Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets, e Pruning » Hedge * Cutting
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,

Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs, elsl U Fenugg Supphe.d .
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer. ully Insured Free Estimates

e Domestic, Commercial and Industrial Tel: 01403 824048

e Contract Work

e Preventative Control Programmes MObiIe: 077 14 689 824

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey

e Felling  Tree Surgery

Office: 01306 743001
lvor: 07710 117491
Chris: 07971 519415

CHEAP HARDWOOD
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE

COFFEE MORNING
The Village Hall i%é

As we will not be meeting in January,
please come and join us
on

Wednesday February 4th 2026

@%40 10.30 am - 12.00 midday

= 2

Tea or Cafetiere Coffee and Biscuit £1.50
Sandra’s delicious cakes
Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each

Happy New Year Everyone!

15
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HELEN
THHOMAS

HT.GD

For professional garden design advice from project
inception to completion, including planting schemes
that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.
Please get in touch and | will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221
www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

S
Willow Green Decorating

A friendly & professional service
Dorking & surrounding areas

Julian: 07941 194364

HolmwoodHandymanUK@gmail.com

This month’s full moon is
on 3rd January, and is
variously known as the

Moon After Yule, the Ice

Moon and the Old Moon,

but most commonly called
the Wolf Moon.

WHO IS THE BEST

FANNY'S MARMALADE COMPETITION
CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY
ENTRY FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE FARM SHOP

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com
01306 730 703

‘Kingfisher

Farm Shop

Flower Shop



WESTCOTT VILLAGE
COFFEE MORNING

There has been a Coffee Morning held in the Village Hall on
the first Wednesday of every month (except January). It has

remained an unbroken tradition since 1964, apart from the

Covid lockdown.

If anyone would like to join our teams of volunteers it would
be lovely to hear from you. This would involve helping once a
year, possibly twice, depending on the number of volunteers.
A team of two people would need to make and serve the coffee

and biscuits for a couple of hours and leave the kitchen tidy.
We also would like volunteers who would be willing to help
set up the tables and chairs beforehand, and to put them away

again afterwards.

Thank you to our loyal supporters!

- "’é& % Jean Mickle
e Telephone: 01306 881208
] )
. ‘3 Email: familymickle@gmail.
%?.._,__; mai fdml ymic e@omaz com
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TONY WINCH

CARPENTER, JOINER
& CABINET MAKER

www.tonywinch.com

01306 742373
07969 016 924

Colin Campbell

Local Electrician

® Registered Part P @
® Approved Contractor @

T: 01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

[ 4
The Tree Associates (Surrey) Ltd

Arboricultural Experts
Westcott based

We are a local tree surgery company oftering all
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully
insured team.

® Tree surgery ® Hedge cutting

® Felling ® Consultancy

® Stump removal ® Oak Processionary
® Planting Moth treatment &
nest removal

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk
0800 1978490

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE
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* Quality Flowers * Personal Service * Customer Satisfaction *

AN
F LOWER%%E LAINE
ZANZN

* Wedding Specialists *

& Plants  Local Delivery *
e Functions * Special Occasions *

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511 * E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

EDE BROS

| - REMOVALS - STORAGE - SHIPPING - |

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

- Established 1926,
Capel-based
and family owned

» For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

EDE BROS

Dorking, Surrey, England
01306 711293
www.edebros.co.uk

EDE BROS
Lo e

Dorting, Surtey, Englang
01306 711293
WWW.edebros, o,y

|
]

+ Contact us
for your FREE

i oS
estimate... EDE BR

Dorking, Surrey, England
01306 711293
wwwedebros.couk
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DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

Fieldfare: Image courtesy RSPB images

Feast your eyes on Fieldfares

The Fieldfare is a winter visitor to the UK and is a member of the Thrush family.
This is the largest thrush seen in the UK and is distinguished from others by its
grey head and yellow bill. Like Redwings, these birds are also seeking food
and shelterin a warmer climate, flying in from Finland, Norway, Sweden, Russia
and Eastern Europe to spend the winter here. They have a fast-paced ‘chack,
chack, chack’ call which is likened to chuckling. Should cold weather persist
and berries dwindle, Fieldfares may be tempted into gardens with pieces of
apple and other fruit.

See more on our activities and photos or if you're interested in joining below
Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District

Instagram: @rsplb_dorking

Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves
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Lawn Mowing

Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing

Hedge Cutting g _
Pressure washing =~

N\

Phil’'s Mowing -

DDHI(IIVE L g

N2 !

07905 160765 '

hil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

ﬂ
ﬁ-!u

Anthony Wakefield & Company

Fine Art (& General Insurance Brokers

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is a

Sherlock Funeral Service
130-year-old, independent,
family business.

e  Funeral Directors & Monumental
Masons

e  Private Service Chapel & Rest
Rooms

e  Home visits if required

e  Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Trellis House

190 South Street

Dorking RH4 2ES

T: 01306 882266

E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Sherlock Funeral Service
T is a part of Stoneman
j Funeral Service as of
4 2010.

1 & regulated by the F : 30
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Suvre\) RH4 3NR.

01306 740 555

Bespoke Insurance
For Your Home &
Lifestyle

v’ Buildings and Contents

v Worldwide Travel

v UK Holiday Homes

v Collections, Antiques & Art

onywakefield.com

onduct Authori




DORKING
LOCAL
HISTORY Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on
a fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members
are welcome. Upcoming dates include:

* The Surrey farmland girls 1939-1950: Live talk by Neil Mach. Monday 5th
January at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking
RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members.

* Ralph Vaughan Wiliams & Lucy Broadwood - Musical Friends and
Neighbours: Zoom talk by Graham Muncy, Monday 19th January 7.30pm,
https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.

For further details of talks and other activities — or to join DLHG - go to hitps://
dlhg.org.uk.

Snow!

As | put this issue together, nobody knows if there will be any snow in January,
but if not, here is a suitably wintry scene taken previously by Fiona Humphrey.




J.CASEY
DECORATING & BUILDING
SERVICES

PAINTING/PLASTERING/TILING/
PLUMBING/CARPENTRY & GENERA
REFURB |

Office 07733 452 90
~ Email jcdbs15@gm

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL ¢ SCHOOLS *« ACOUSTIC
HOARDING ¢ GATES ¢ SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW . RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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g O Tuesday 13th January 2026

SOCIETY

Becoming Jane Austen:
The Making of a Literary Superstar - Annalie Talent

Jane Austen is one of our best-loved authors. Her novels have inspired
countless stage and screen adaptations and she is known everywhere
from our £10 notes to fridge magnets and tea towels.

But her fame has not always been such. She was unknown in her lifetime
and for years thereafter. So just how did Jane Austen become the
literary superstar she is foday? This lecture will chart Jane Austen’s rise
to fame; it will explore the makings of a literary celebrity and examine
Austen’s legacy, 250 years after her birth.

The lecture will be held at
10.30 in  Martineau  Hall.
Coffee is available from
9:30am. Visitors are welcome
for a fee of £10.00 but
contact Linda Packham
on 07960 995707 (email -
jpackman@gmail.com) fo
book.

For more information and
details of the forthcoming
programme,  visit  www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk
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A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ACQUIS

info@astartaxi.co.uk Chartered Accountants

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS » HOTELS * PUBS » RESIDENTIAL
CLUBS * 7 SEATER * 6 SEATER * ESTATE
SALOON * PRESTIGE » WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION ADVICE

TAILORED PACKAGES FOR NEW BUSINESSES

HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL TAX

A small and caring professional team delivering
dependable service and peace of mind

Find uson
Facebook

For more information please contact us on
01306 881884 or email info@acquis.co.uk
The Atrium e Curtis Road ¢ Dorking e Surrey ® RH4 1XA

@®Bathing @ Clipping
® Nails ® Stripping

L)
AT
:ﬁ:ﬁ}i L Beare Green, Dorking

Xero

Becky Robinson - 07739 263244

www.doggroomingdorking.co.uk

www.acquis.co.uk

Brockham Choral

Brockham Choral’s rehearsal for Mendelssohn’s Elijah starts
on éth January at 7.30pm at St. John's C of E Primary school,
Dorking, RH4 2LR.

David Swinson, our Musical Director, takes us with wit, humour and musical
expertise with our wonderful Marion Lea at the piano,
for a 2 hour vocal experience. Join us for a joyful time.
New singers in all voices most welcome, no audition required.

In addition there will be an Elijah workshop on Saturday 1st February.
Many social events take part during the year.
For more information visit www.brockhamchoral.org
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP
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Westcoft Rifle Range and the Rifle
Range Halt

In June 1915 the South Eastern
and Chatham Railway Company
completed the construction of a
small station almost midway between
Dorking and Gomshall. It had two 400
feet platforms, 9 to12 feet wide with
ramps and fenced approaches. and
was located just west of the tunnel
serving the footpath leading from
Coomb Farm to Ranmore. It was
partially destroyed by fire in 1928 and
never rebuilt. There is no sign of its
existence today, nor did its existence
have any effect on the development
of Westcott. It was too far from the
vilage and in any event the railway
stop was exclusively for use by soldiers
and was known as the Westcott Rifle
Range Halt.

A range had existed in the locality
since at least November 1889, when
the Rt Hon George Cubitt (later the first
Lord Ashcombe) signed an agreement
with Captain Harman Young, Officer
Commanding ‘G’ Company 2nd
Volunteer Battalion (Queens) Royal
West Surrey Regiment, permitting
targets to be set up in part of a field
on the Denbies Estate near Landbarn
Farm, with firing points established at
a distance of 100, 200 and 300 yards.

The plan accompanying the
agreement indicated the location,
and the detail (less the 100 yards

marker) was subsequently included
on the 1891 edition of the Ordnance
Survey 25 inch map.

Extract from 1891 OS 25 inch map showing rifle range

The agreement restricted shooting to
justone daybetweenthe 1stNovember
and 1Ist March, and on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays from
2pm until sunset, plus one whole day
that shall be mutually agreed upon,
between 1st April and 30th October.
The agreed rent for this use was one
shilling peryear. In 1909 the agreement
was amended to apply to the new
Surrey Territorial Force Association but
a few years later, following increased
use before and during the Great War
and the infroduction of more powerful
weaponry, the Landbarn range was

The ‘new’ Westcott Rifle Range
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Nower House
Residgp_tal Care Home

Dorkings local Charity,
improving the lives of older people for over 40 years

Nower House provides excellent care for residents
on either a permanent or respite basis.

We’re here to help, Nower House | Coldharbour
Call us at 01252 979111 Lane | Dorking | Surrey |
to find the right care for you RH4 3BL

www.awvs.org.uk email: marketing@awyvs.org.uk




WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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abandoned. It was replaced, in 1916,
by a much larger ‘War Office’ range
occupying almost 50 acres. This was
constructed a few hundred yards
to the west, much closer to the new
Rifle Range Halt. The butts were built
against the scarp slope of the North
Downs and supported at least nine
targets, as illustrated on the previous

page.

In the post war years the range, and
the nearby Halt, continued to be
used. In April 1922, for example, the
Dorking Advertiser reported that 300
officers and men of the East Surreys
5th Bafttalion spent a day firing at the
Westcott Range. These were territorials
but with the approach of the Second
World War the range was also used by
regular troops, and during the war by
the Home Guard.

After the war national servicemen
and cadefts practised at the Westcott
Range and in July 1948 the War Office
proposed a significant extension,
embracing much of Ranmore
Common, to create a military fraining
area of nearly 900 acres. The local
Planning Officer objected on the
grounds that the land formed part of
the North Downs Preservation Scheme
and the proposal was withdrawn, as
was an amended scheme submitted
a year later that involved 320 acres.

Although isolated, the noise
generated by the range evidently

travelled across the Holmesdale
Valley, especially when machine gun
training was infroduced in October
1954. Mr J Moody of Stowe Cottage
in Balchins Lane, Westcott, protested
to the local authority, but the Clerk
to Dorking Council was able to reply
that the matter was out of his hands;
“The rifle range is in War Department
occupation and is outside town
planning control”.
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The ‘New' Rifle Range and firing points in 1955
(after the abandonment of the Rifle Range Halt)

New butts and a range warden’s
workshop were constructed between
1956 and 1959 and these were
accompanied by the introduction of
new byelaws requiring a sufficiency of
warning signals and specifically ‘Firing
in Progress’ notices to give adequate
warning when the area was closed
to the public. However, the use of
the new facilities was short lived.
Problems arose when the ‘stop butt’,
cut into the side of the hill, started to
slip, and then the concrete and brick



GREENWAY HOMECARE

As a family-run care agency, we pride ourselves on the

fact that our care professionals were born and live locally,

knowing the history and the area, and have a passion for
delivering the care that we would have wished for our parents.

We believe that by offering our
clients more choice, we enable them
to maintain their independence, ultimately
allowing them to prosper. Anything we can
do to make their life easier can only be
beneficial, from preparing a well-balanced
nutritional meal to picking up prescriptions.

GREENWAY
HOMECARE

Whether you are a private client or funded by
Social Services, you can benefit from person-centred
care that you will come to expect from Greenway.

* No missed calls

* Staying the length of the call

* Continual investment in its care professionals,
from a Wheelchair Access Vehicle to an ELK
(a lifting cushion designed to lift a fallen person).

Paying for social care using direct payments?
If you or someone you care for gets help from Social Services, you can apply for direct payments.
These let you choose and buy the services you need yourself, instead of getting them from Social Services.

If you receive your care from Social Services, and you would like to know more about moving to
Greenway Homecare, by using direct payments, please contact us today for a free information pack.

Tel: 0333 772 2361 office@greenwayhomecare.co.uk

Greenway Homecare: 3 Guildford Road, Westcott, Dorking. RH4 3NR

Seuth Eant

TREE

surgeons

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-
Run business & offer an individual,
personal service. We have been
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service
to Commercial businesses, local councils
& private individuals. We offer Free
written quotations & advice without any
obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly,
Qualified & insured. You can find out
more about us on our website:
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Please do contact us on 01306 712 200
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

BUY SELL or LET
your property W|th...

Local People o Local Knowledge o Local Experts

Seymours Dorking

01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk
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mantlet crumbled so badly that a
‘low shot’ bullet actually went through
and caused a slight injury to one of
the target markers. In the light of this
evidence, the cessation of National
Service, being aware that there was
a public footpath nearby, and that
for long range events it was necessary
to fire across the railway line, the War
Office decided that the range was
no longer required. It closed in June
1962 and caftle from Coomb Farm
were permitted fo return fo grazing
from which they had been displaced
50 years earlier. The butts are still in
place but much of the brickwork has
collapsed.

In addition to military use, the range
was used by the Westcott Rifle Club
and from 1954 until 1958 (less 1956
when the range was closed for
repair) it was the venue for teams
from other Surrey Rifle Clubs who
competed for the Westcott Cup.
That competition continues to be held
each year, organised by the Surrey
Rifle Association, but the venue is now
the National Rifle Association ranges
at Bisley.

This article came from the archives
of Westcott Local History Group. Find

more on www.westcottvillage.com

WLHG Scribe

Dorking Dhamma:
Mindfulness Meditation and Buddhism in Dori&ing
Mondags 7.50to 9.00 pm

Mondaﬂ evening &rop in classes available and open to anyone
interestedin Practicingmindfiulness meditation and !eaminga bitmore
about the Bud&hist Perspective on this. The &roP in classes are
open to any expericnce ]evels) from complcte beginner to someone
wEo has been Practising for years. The group meets ata location in

Dorking from 7.50to 9.00Pm each Mondag.

Tor more details call Paul on
07821158271
group website

or visit the

www.dor‘(ingdhamma.com

DORKING
IR
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Surrey Hills
Solicitors ="

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer
a wealth of legal experience
in key areas and sectors
including:

« buying, selling, leasing property

« resolving a dispute

 problems with employment
« forming a charity or a business
« divorce and relationship issues

Our approachable and committed solicitors will
discuss and assess your needs and find the
right solution for you.

Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street,
Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592
enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

BRAMLEY
HOUSE

Westcott Street, Westcott
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from

home set in beautiful grounds nestled
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of

residential care needs from respite breaks

and companionship reasons through to

dementia and more complex requirements.

Tel: 01306 740003 * Email: info@bramleyhouse.net

Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

HANNAH SCHELLANDER

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY & TRAUMA THERAPY

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS
FEARS & PHOBIAS
TRAUMA & PTSD
CONFIDENCE
SLEEP PROBLEMS
UNWANTED HABITS
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

07846 508117
WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

® 24 hour care and support

o 16 delightful rooms

o Friendly caring staff

® Freshly prepared meals

@ Permanent & respite stay

e Varied activities and outings

Inspected and rated
Good

CareQuality
Commission




A community-driven Hub offering both volunteering
opportunities and paid positions. Our goal is to foster
@  asafe environment for individuals and groups to
connect. We house a community fridge, a café, local
crafts, sustainable produce, and a community garden.

Additionally, we offer "Advice First Aid" in partnership
Q

P: "
s s HUB
EAT - SHOP - REFILL - SHARE
b WESTCOTTVILLAGEHUB.CO.UK
Y ‘

with Citizens Advice and assist in maintaining the
building that serves as our home.

0))))))))0)
1

7

1000000000000))000)))0)))

For upcoming events and activities visit the website, opening hours change during school holidays.
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WESTFESTIVITY 2025 (cont.)

WESTfestivity 2025

The day began foggy, but out of the mist,

Came dozens of stallholders, carrying “gifts”,

(not quite the three kings!) to our church they climbed
To make pretty their stalls, before the bell chimed

At 10 o'clock sharp. The fair had begun,

With visitors thronging, both older and young.

Down in the Hall, stalls looking festive,

People were browsing, cake options extensive!

With the clip clop of hooves, dear old Santa appeared,
And when Rock Choir sang, the audience cheered.

So it continued, this convivial day,

With villagers meeting and chatting away,

The mulled wine was warmed, and the pies piping hot,
And everyone ate, and bought, quite a lof!

The school choir sang, to the warmest applause,
And then came the fime for proceedings to pause...
The raffle was drawn, the winners were thrilled.
Happy guests left for home with fummies well-filled.
The stalls were packed up, the tables away,

The church chairs laid out for service next day.

Now a wonderful day has come to an end,

The fundraising is counted, the money we'll send*.
And all that is left is a message sincere;

Thanks so much for coming, have a Happy New Year!

See you at WESTfestivity 2026!
‘ Anna, Catherine and the WESTfest team

*Charity  fundraising (over £1000)
raised for Westcott Village Hall
redevelopment and Stripey Stork.

WESTfestivity Saturday 14th
November 2026, email for more info:
westfestsurrey@gmail.com



DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Bathroom renovations
and all plumbing services ARTISAN COFFEE &
o CAKES IN THE WOODS

Friday to Sunday 9 - 3pm

0797? 220”65/0]306 88?282 Mad Horse Copse Farm - Logmore Lane

Westcott - RH4 3GB

dvanaplumbing@gmail.com Mobs: 07817269565

Accessible on Foot Only - No Parking On-site

PORTER & COMPANY

Independent Financial Advisers

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk w: porterifa.co.uk

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority
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ABINGER NURSERY

Happy New Year! We hope you all had
a super lovely Christmas and are ready
to get stuck in to the year ahead!

Our last weeks at Nursery were filled to
the brim with wonderful traditional fun.
We were both cosy and enthralled as
we snuggled down for a special tea
time viewing of Stick Man. Once we
were suitably rested and tfummies full
of hearty food we then partied hard!
Musical chairs, pass the parcel and lots
of jumping around to Christmas tunes!

Last year we were gifted the most
beautiful advent calendar by the very
talented local knitter natter group
and it is still going strong! Each day of
December was terribly exciting as we
waited to see whose turn it was to open
up the knitted pouch and discover the
treasure inside!

Our Nativity was held on the last day
of term and we welcomed parents,
grandparents and the local community
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through the doors of St James's. Tea
towels a plenty, tinsel a twinkling and
lots of cotton wool fluffy sheep! We
sang our hearts out and clip clopped
through the streets of Bethlehem with a
wonderful donkey and his carrot!

As the m
finale
whilst  the
grown ups
supped
tea and
munched
on mince
pies we
w er e
visited
by the
big man
himselfl And do you know he had a
present for each one of use¢ What a
memorable way fo start the holidays!

Exciting news in the world of fechnology
we are entering 2026 in true 2026 style
with an Instagram page! Please do
follow us to see all the wonders that we
get up to on the big (little) screen!

If you have a child looking to start
nursery please don't hesitate to get in
touch as there are still spaces for the
Spring Term. Please call 07842 978823
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to meet you!

Kate Fairbrass



BRING YOUR CARPETS AND
UPHOLSTERY BACK TO LIFE!

. R
Professional Carpet & R
Upholstery Cleaning

;; Stain & <% Child &
* Odour o Pet
Removal Friendly

Fast @ NCCA
’ . . .
Q:j Drying Accreditation
Times
Family-run, Reliable and Trusted.

® Prices from £40 per room

M 0333 0413039 Google ﬂCCCJ

www.primapropertyservices.co.uk Rewews“"' RRORERNYSERVICES

A

LCM

Architecture
and Interiors

Architects and
Interior Designers

Architecture practice

in Westcott with a
passion for residential
design in the Surrey Hills

Contact:
www.lcmarchitects.co.uk
info@]lcmarchitects.co.uk
tel. 07777656034
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Firstly | would like to wish everyone a
Very Happy New Year and hope that
you all had a peaceful and happy
Christmas. | visited the Memorial
Woodland for a period of reflection on
Christmas morning. Christmas can be
a lonely time for those who no longer
have their loved ones; a good friend
of mine, having lost his wife, had driven
up from Brighton o spend some time of
reflection with his Veteran mates who
are resting in peace at the Memorial
Woodland. It was good to sit and
have a talk with him over a cuppa
before going home for the usual festive
Christmas Dinner with family and friends.

At the
T beginning of
y December we
" had our annual
- Christmas at
the Woodland
event to which
many local families to help us raise
funds. The stalls were full of sweet treats,
toys and games for the children. There
was a grand Christmas Raffle, Bottle
Tombola and Christmas Tombola for
the adults to spend their money plus
Hot Dogs and drinks for everyone.
The children completed a Treasure
Hunt followed by
a visit to Father
Christmas in his
Grotto. It was a
very successful
day enjoyed by
all.

So as we go info 2026 the first fund
raising event at the Woodland will be
the Easter Egg Hunt which will take
place on Sunday 29th March, and
more details will be nofified in the
coming weeks. The next event after
that will be our Annual Anniversary of
the opening of the Woodland and
Commemoration Service which wil
take place on Saturday éth June, when
families will be honouring a number of
Veterans by planting a young tree. We
will also be celebrating ‘D’ Day and 60
years of the Queen’s Regiment with
some 1940's singers. This event is open
to everyone so do put it in your diaries.

The woodland itself is looking great
thanks to the number of volunteers we
had during the Autumn who cleared
the pathways of leaves and picked up
fallen branches to keep us all safe as
we walk around.

It won't be long before we shall see
the first signs of new life when the
Spring bulbs start to pop up. Lots to
look forward to when the dark days of
January and February are behind us. In
the meantime | hope you all keep safe
and warm and don't forget if you fancy
a walk on one of our crisp bright days
during those months the woodland is
always open and if | am there the kefttle
will be onl! I look forward to seeing you.

Paul Cooling, Chairman, QRMW
Registered Charity No 1174651



Westcott
Village
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Take what you need,
r. ge give what you can.

Opening Hours

Tuesday 2.15-2.45pm,
St Johns Chapel.
Arrive early! Meet
your neighbours and
have a good chat!

Westcott Village Hub,

We 12-4, Th 10-4,
Fr-10-7, Sa-10-2.

www.mscfridges.org/

WESTCOTT Hyp

MID SURREY
COMMUNITY FRIDGES

ST Jorns crurc™




DESERT ISLAND DISCS

Jeff Allam

Jeff's dog's name might give a clue
to our castaway’s former profession.
Called Enzo he shares this with the
Italian motor racing ace, Enzo Ferrari.
As a shortened form of Vincenzo,
meaning conquering or victorious,
this is actually rather apt as Jeff was
a highly successful racing car driver.
Jeff won many of the races that he
competed in and was often placed
on the podium.

His proudest win was with former
formula one world champion Denny
Hulme when, at Silverstone in 1986,
they came first in the Tourist Trophy,
Britain’s oldest automobile race. Jeff
has a lovely story about their triumph.
The winners were announced as
Denny, then Jeff, but the former
champion  graciously conceded
that his teammate deserved the
accolade as he had done most of
the driving. Jeff commented that
theirs were the last names added to
the original trophy’s base which then
had run out of space.

Born and brought up in Epsom, Jeff's
early competitive spirit found an
outlet in swimming. He remembers
paying the old sixpence as entry
into Epsom swimming pool and he
excelled in the medley, consisting of
the four disciplines of breaststroke,
butterfly, backstroke and freestyle.
He also trained at Cystal
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and competed in championship
races. Clearly racing was in his
blood as was his love of cars. His
grandfather ran a taxi service,
memorably taking punters up to the
Derby, whilst father Ray established
Allam’s of Epsom in 1952. Young
Jeff recalls his Dad’s first workshop
where he carried outf repairs in an
unused undertaker’s shed atf the back
of their garden. Jeff crawled under
the fence to get into a magical
kingdom of spanners, wrenches, car
parts and the heady aroma of engine
oil. He was hooked.

Progressing from go-karting and
club racing he turned professional in
1980. Determination and confidence
in his natural ability he said driving
came easily. Interestingly he observes
that effective racing relies not on
aggressive  driving but on being
at one with the car, lefting it run
smoothly. Liking driving to Motown
and Reggae, the louder the music
the faster the car. Regularly hitting
165 miles per hour, the 200 mph Le
Mans was just about his limit. Racing
all over Europe, Japan, Australia and
New Zealand he said it was just great
being paid for his hobby, he would
have done it for nothing.

Jeff's approach to his disc choices
befits his character. He is a man of
the moment and selected music that
he likes rather than songs that have

Palace a particular memory. If he hears one



Westcott
Village Hall

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible
space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties,
meetings and functions.

Amenities and the venue:

*  Fully equipped kitchen with all
amenities + tableware for 85 people

¢ 17 large trestle tables + smaller
tables and chairs for 100 people

* Large car park onsite

* Full alcohol licence

* 1xlarge hall (100 people)

* | x meeting room (8 people)
*  Drop down projector screen
*  Wi-Fi

*  QGas heating

Hire rates

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss.

The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue
during the building period.

Mobile: 07967 286636 Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com

www.westcottvillagehall.com




DESERT ISLAND DISCS (cont.)

of these on the radio he would turn it
up to listen rather than put on a CD.
His picks reflect the glory days of the
1980s and 90s, resonating with his
victorious racing years.

All-time favourite and the one
he would save is The Chain by
Fleetwood Mac, famously associated
with the infroduction to the BBC's
F1 broadcast. He chose Kate Bush's
Running up the Hill as he loves her
voice and several ofher picks were
from concerts he went fo: Elvis
Costello’s A Good Year for the Roses
and M People’s Moving On Up. lIts
only Rock and Roll by the Rolling
Stones was from a gig he wanted
to go fo but didn't make. Perhaps
Meatloaf’s Bat out of Hell and Tina
Turner's Simply the Best do have
echoes that mirror his racing career,
whilst Pulp’s Disco 2000, and Bryan
Ferry's Love is the Drug reveal the
simpatico side of his temperament.

Jeff drove saloon cars known as
tin tops as they had a roof, not like
the more open Formula One cars.
Achieving not a little fame, Jeff
warrants an enfry in Wikipedia. A
colleague mischievously added that
Jeff collected fridge magnets and as
a consequence he was sent or was
given over 50 from all parts of the
world.

He moved to Westcott in 2004, once
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partner Maddie’s insistence that a
cat flap fitted to the back door had
been safisfied. By then he had retired
from professional motor racing and
was managing several garages in
Dorking, Leatherhead and Epsom.
He sold the remaining of his garages
last year.

After his racing career he became
the driving standards advisor for
the British Touring Car Championships
which had become “too much
crashing and bashing”. Order having
been restored he retired from this
role in 2021. Enjoyment now is
walking his beloved dog and his
competitive spirit is exercised through
his enthusiasm for padel. Sunday
afternoons watching the motor
racing allow him to reflect on his 50
years in the business. He has many
mementos but keeps only one in
view, a black and white photograph
of his British Touring Car which was so
far out in front it's the only one in the
picture.

He has time for reading now he is
equipped with new glasses. The
book he would take with him fo
his desert island is the 1980 fo 2000
Touring Car Book fo recall the great
times of racing. and his luxury item, a
pair of binoculars.

Jennifer Brown



remedial roofing

- provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.

We specialise in: ‘remedial roofing”

New roofs, All roof repairs, Flat roofs, New uPVC ALL WORK
slate & tllle.d roof moss removal & tradltlc.mal felt & Fascia, Sf)ffll & GUARANTEED
specialists gutter clearance GRP fibreglass guttering

Average Score 10/10

ded, vetted & i d local traders and service providers. Recommended by
previous customers, vetted by Checl le, itored via feedback. Obtain an up-to- Chec&atrade
date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com Where reputation matters

of Roofing Call us today for a FREE quotation on: @
SN rttalll . 01306 304736 | 07852 833802
>

All Members Offer

Beraiss [ info@remedialroofing.co.uk TRADING
Backed Guarantees “< . .
@ www.remedialroofing.co.uk APPROVED

s & WESTCOTT GARAGELUD TEL: 01306 885379
}% MOoTS Tﬂf SERVER &) DIAGNOSTICS @ BRAKES o TYRES 5 BATTERIES  @S8)- EXHAUSTS

& REPAIRS
-
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| SERVICE
| &REPAIRS |
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Friendly and knowledgeable staff
Superb and reliable service

Guild of Master Craftsmen member
MOT’s arranged

01306 885379
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION W/

Updated Westcott Neighbourhood Development Plan

Following the feedback received during the ‘Regulation 14’ Public Consultation
run by the Westcott Village Forum in October and November the draft Westcoftt
Neighbourhood Development Plan has been further updated.

Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) are now hosting their own ‘Regulation 16’
Public Consultation as part of its duties under the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012. This second consultation runs from Monday 8th
December 2025 and ends at 5pm on Monday 2nd February 2026.

To take part in the MVDC consultation, use the link to view the documents
on the MVDC website https://www.molevalley.gov.uk/planning-building/
consultations/ and send your comments to: planning.policy@molevalley.gov.
uk or post to Planning Policy, Mole Valley District Council, Pippbrook, Dorking,
Surrey RH4 1SJ.

Hard copies of the documents can also be viewed at the Church, Riverbank GP
Surgery, Westcott Village Hub and the Prince of Wales.

The individual documents can be viewed on the website above on the
background documents section via the headings below. The feedback
received during the first consultation can be viewed by reading the Regulation
14 Consultation Statement.

1. Westcott Neighbourhood Development Plan 2020-2039 (Final Submission
Version) (December 2025)
2. Basic Conditions Statement
3. Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations Assessment
Screening Report
4. Statement of Representations Procedure
5. Regulation 14 Consultation Statement
6. Survey Summary
7. Westcott Neighbourhood Development Plan 2020-2039 (Final Submission
Version) (December 2025) (Regulation 14
Tracked Change Version)
8. Housing Needs Report ~ MOleval |ey
District Council
43



www.dltsc.co.uk
e: enquiries@dltsc.co.uk
t: 01306 879843

Ridgeway Road, Dorking RH4 3AT

JACKSON-STOPS




DORKING MUSEUM i

The team at Dorking Museum wishes
all the best for 2026 to all readers and
to the supporters and friends of the
Museum. The Museum will reopen
after the break on Saturday 3rd
January 2026.

To the Last Man - the Dorking Home
Guard:

be particularly popular with visitors,
some of whom have been able
to recognise family members and
friends among the photos and names
shown. Local units were trained for
hand-to-hand fighting, fransforming
from a poorly armed and equipped
group of part-time volunteers to a
trained fighting force protecting the
local community. If you have nof

The Museum’s autumn exhibition,
telling the story of the men of Dorking
and the villages who enlisted in the
Home Guard in 1940, has proved fo




JAZ?2

Add a little musical
magic to your garden
party, anniversary,
charity event or any
kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors.  *

SOPHISTICATED DiNNER jazz | THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

#

o
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Ralph Sutton (piano)
Cathy Williams (vocals)

Let JAZ2 entertain
you and yout guests with
the best in sophisticated,

Call or email Ralph Sutton for a chat about your requirements

L 07836 275102 & ralph@connectusuk.com

@l Ambient

Electrical Services

- New electrical installations

- Lighting design / installations

- Full and partial reviews

- Consumer units upgrades

- Security / Garden lighting

- Smoke alarm installations

- Additions and alterations

- Electrical installation condition reports

nj===_ Checkatrade.com

pomesc 2 Where reputation matters Checkatrade

Office: 01306 252100 | Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

f)w%/zg
Decoritors

FROFESSIONAL  PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Established Local Family Business,

= Over 20 Years Experience

=& Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic

= Friendly, First Class Service
- Surrey / Sussex / Greater London é-d

@ FREE ESTIMATES EN
,-"‘--e CALL SeEh

01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk

Cheeﬁ’\_ﬁetrade.com

re reputation matters




DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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visited the exhibition yet — or want
another opportunity to see it again -
come along to the Museum soon as
it will finish on Saturday 17th January.
The exhibition display includes
uniforms, weaponry, medals, incident
reports, photographs and other items
of the period.

Dorking'’s Dinosaur Legacy:

The Museum’s first new exhibition
for 2026 opens on Thursday 22nd
January and celebrates Dorking's
confribution to the developing
understanding of the wild life that
roamed the area 125 million years
ago. At that fime, the Dorking area
was part of a vast fropical river delta
with swamps, sand flats and lagoons
that extended across much of what
is now South-East England and the
Isle of Wight. Exireme seasons and
changing conditions resulted in the
evolution of amazing species and
the Wealden clay has yielded much
evidence of the dinosaurs that
evolved.

A discovery by fossil enthusiast Bill
Walker in a quarry near Ockley
in 1983 provided evidence of a
previously unknown dinosaur species
and led to the recognition of a new
group of specialised fish-eating
dinosaurs. The creature was given
the scientific name Baryonyx walkeri
in honour of its finder and provided
the key to understanding more
fragmentary remains of  similar
dinosaurs that were being unearthed
on other continents.

The almost complete fossilised
skeleton found by Walker - and
dubbed ‘Claws’ by the media at
the time - Is now on display at
the Natural History Museum. Four

decades on from the discovery, two
new Baryonyx cousins have been
found in the cliffs of the Isle of Wight,
and maybe other unknown species
are still down there in the clay.
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The new exhibition explores Dorking's
dinosaur connections in greater
detail, displays including lifelike



Bullimores

Accountants for Life

Tax * Accounts * Probate
Inheritance Tax &
Executorship

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk
W: www.bullimores.co.uk

Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW
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Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in
Westcott with over 30 years of
experience

All aspects of tree care and hedge
management undertaken

Contact us on 07855232552

Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com

Building Plans
For Home Improvements & Extensions

Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service

“Established over 30 years”

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE MIHT

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation

J.A. JOINERY

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707
EMAIL: james @aylingjoinery.co.uk

www.aylingjoinery.co.uk
ylingj Y.

EmMwoob,

DO YOU HAVE A
PEST PROBLEM?

Our technicians are fully trained
in the removal of:

RATS » MICE * WASPS ¢ SQUIRRELS

FLIES « MOLES * COCKROACHES
for
Domestic & Commercial, Schools,
Housing Associations & Agriculture

callFREEon 01483 203823

info@emwoodpestcontrol.com
www.emwoodpestcontrol.com
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DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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replica models on loan from the
University of Southampton.

Museum Family Activities at Dorking
Library: Warm Welcome Week:
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A warm welcome from Dorking
Museum is awaiting you at Dorking
Library. Come and look at some
old photos and maps of Dorking
and see how Dorking has changed:
Saturday  24th  January, 10am-
noon. Free, materials provided and
children must be accompanied.

Something for everyone:

Dorking Museum afttracts many
visitors every year, often from other
parts of the globe or of the UK. Our
guided local walks and tours of the

South Street Caves are very popular
in the season. Yet, well established
as it is within the local community,
some of our local Vvisitors are
discovering the museum for the first
time, or maybe rediscovering it.

Apart from the changing temporary
exhibitions, the remainder of the
gallery is regularly refreshed and
new exhibits added, depicting
facets of local history and life from
prehistoric times to the modern day.

Perhnaps a new vyear's resolution
might be to come and look around
(again). Or see dorkingmuseum.org.
uk/about/volunteer-opportunities for
current vacancies.

Dorking Museum, The OIld Foundry,

62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.
Thursdays Tpm-4pm, Fridays and
Saturdays 10am-4pm, free entry.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Visit

dorkingmuseum.org.uk/digital-
guide/. 01306 876591.

g
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MUSEUM
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NEW YEAR'S TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD

Historians believe that the idea of New Year's resolutions, in one form or
another, dates back more than 4,000 years. They say the Babylonians, one
of the first cultures to actually celebrate the changing of the year, made
promises to pay debts or return borrowed objects.

In Spain the tradition is to eat one grape at each stroke
of midnight to bring good luck throughout the year.

In Denmark, smashing plates on New Year's Eve is a
tradition. People go around breaking crockery on the
doorsteps of their friends and family. The more shards

there are in front of your home the next day, the
luckier and more well liked you are.

It's believed in Brazil that your luck increases if you
get in the surf at the beach and jump over seven
waves - one for each of the divine spirits of the
Umbanda religion.

It's customary in Greece to hang bundles of onions above
the doors as a way of inviting in good luck. Onions are
symbols of prosperity because they sprout even when no
one is paying them any attention. On New Year's Day,
parents wake up their children by gently tfapping them on
the head with the onions that were outside!

In the Philippines, it's traditional to eat 12 round fruits, ’
one for every month, to ensure a year of abundance.

**‘Happ N}zw
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NEW YEAR'S TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD

",
\\ The Irish bang Christmas bread on the walls of their
‘ homes. It's supposed to chase any bad spirits out of
the house to start the new year off with a clean slate.

In Colombia, people take empty suitcases and run around
the block as fast as they can. It's supposed to guarantee a
year filled with fravel.

It's traditional to eat toshikoshi soba in Japan, a dish
with buckwheat noodles served hot or cold. The long
noodles symbolize longevity, and the buckwheat
plant represents resilience.

In Turkey, pomegranates are symbols of abundance.
and those who want a good year will smash the
fruit on their doorstep. The more pieces and the
farther they go, the better the year will be. For a
little extra luck, sprinkle a little salt in front of the
door to bring peace.

Vasilopita or other cake is eaten for dessert in Greece,
and it has a coin baked into it. Whoever finds the coin will
have good luck for the next year.

In Scandinavian countries, they do something similar
with rice pudding, served either at New Year's or
Christmas. One portion will have a peeled almond in
it, and whoever finds it in their bowl is assured of luck in
the new year and might even win a prize.

Ugar 20261 **
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BRAY ESTATES

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

ESTD 1994

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

We are qualified and experienced chartered
surveyors providing a personal tailored property
consultancy service to our clients.

We are equally at home in town or country and
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

o Chartered Surveyors o Property Managers

fully qualified and commercial, estate,
regulated and unique
« Fixers o Registered Valuers

solving issues, building market, charities act,
defects, adding value, probate, divorce,

general advice lending (‘.
W

RICS

Q www. bl‘ﬂ_\'c‘h’ tates.co.u

PaNtine & BuiLpine Services

LOCAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING COMPANY

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames
Paper Hanging

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

‘Where reputation matters

07876 130 016

aol.com

jhnsmthrs(
jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling | Pruning | Planting |
Stump Grinding | Hedgerow
Management | Emergency Work |

Contact us for a free quotation:
T:01306 888 441
E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

% M.F. Decorating &
IWd Building Maintenance

We are a small family run business,
second generation, with over 60 years experience,
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

y

Our services include:

- Internal/external painting & decorating

- Wallpapering

« Building maintenance (internal & external)
» Plastering/plaster boarding

» Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian:
Phone: 01306 882083 Mobile: 07958 712522
Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com




MUSIC IN DORKING @

10th at 7.30, Ukulele orchestra at Dorking Halls, £33, 01306 881717

14th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717
17th at 7.30, cello & piano recital at Dorking Halls, £25, 01306 740619
18th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50, 01306 881717

Happy New Year! January begins with a concert given by the Ukulele Orchestra
of Great Britain, now celebrating their 40th anniversary. The programme wiill
include awide range of music, covering various genres from Abba to Tchaikovsky
and Bluegrass to Broadway.

The Dorking Concertgoers present music for cello and piano, played by Nigel
Hutchinson and Thomas Carroll. As well as playing together as a duo, both
musicians enjoy distinguished solo careers. Their varied programme includes
sonatas by Beethoven, Brahms and Boccherini, plus two short pieces by Martinu
and Lutoslawski.

There are also two opportunities to see Verdi's tragic opera La Traviata from the
Royal Opera House, with a live and an encore screening atf the Dorking Halls.

lan Codd
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~JCONSTRUCTION

Quality , .
Craftsmanship

Best of Houzz
Service

A kNN

We're a small, highly-skilled team, with over 20 years of experience
in the UK construction and plumbing industries.

We specialise in delivering high-quality

residential building services, taking on both Our expertise includes:

large-scale and smaller residential projects Extensions
across Surrey and the surrounding area.

_ ' Full Home Renovations
Known for being honest, friendly, and Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
reliable, we take pride in delivering every

project to a high standard — with no hidden Decorating & Wallpapering
costs and no compromises on quality.

Let’s turn your vision into something special!

To learn more about the possibilities for your very own home
makeover, get in touch with us today.

L 01306 252266 or 07714 789660

i info@abinger-construction.co.uk @ www.abinger-construction.co.uk (8%

g X
UNPARALLELED CRAFTSMANSHIP ¢« TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION ¢ SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION
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GREEN WESTCOTT

Time is Ticking

| recently read a book called Raising
Hare by Chloe Dalton. This book
was one woman's account of her
experience of raising a leveret that
she found near her home. Her journey
through this process was extraordinary
as she aimed not to domesticate the
leveret, but to raise it to reintegrate it
into the wild once it was old enough
to do so.

Through this process she was able
to observe things about this animal,
previously unseen or witnessed by
humans and debunk some of the
misinformation about this amazing
animal. Previous information about
hares and their habits was severely
lacking and most was inaccurate.
Over a number of vyears, she
witnessed the secret life of hares and
their behaviour.

One thing she noticed was the
way that hares, like many of us, are
creatures of habit. Following patterns
of when they eat, sleep and forage
for food. The hare would leave the

house at set fimes during the day and
return like clockwork. I'm sure many
of us have noficed birds visiting our
gardens at certain times each day
and how badgers will do the same
and follow certain specific tracks on
their nocturnal nightly wanderings.

This got me thinking about how we,
as humans, also have roufines. We
leave the house in the morning for
work at the same time each day, we
eat and drink at regular moments
throughout the day and generally go
to bed around the same time. With
the changing of the clocks in autumn,
| wondered about how many species
of wildlife had continued to follow
their routines of leaving their burrows,
sets and lairs, to go about their daily
routines and how, when something
changes in their world, there is an
impact.

Wildlife vulnerability
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Roadkill can directly and indirectly



Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair @ Maintenance

Call now on 07710 147512

Brockham based. No call out charges.
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

ChalkHill Systems ’(

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk
We make technology work for you

e Complete lawn care & mowing
» Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers

 Moss control & complete weed
treatment

 New poly-S technology
* Border maintenance

Mobile: 07887 511 515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk « davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Ready to Feel Fitter, @
Stronger, More Able?

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING & COACHING WITH PAUL

Build new skills in privacy
and at your own pace

¢ Improve stamina TSered
« Build strength & confidence M V*'°
e Enhance weightloss & wellbeing

BOOK A FREE LOCAL DORKING MEETUP TODAY )
07858 731890 | paul @revitalisefitness.com
www.revitalisefitness.com

e Fruit trees pruned
 Hedge trimming b
e Leaf clearing

» Hard stand jet washing

e Turfing & seeding

e Plants supplied and planting

| HAYTER

S B MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS




GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

conftribute to mortality rates
outnumbering reproduction rates
and, therefore, making populations
vulnerable. One million animals are
kiled each year in the UK due to
roadkill. The top 5 species affected
and recorded in a study by Goodwin
(2024) shows general roadkill rates as
the following, between 2013 — 2024.
1. Badger — 16,529

2. Pheasant-11,715

3. Fox-10,837

4. Hedgehog - 8,554

5. Rabbit - 7,201

There is also an increase in deer strikes
by 14 times in the weeks following the
clocks changing noted in a study by
Cunningham et al (2022). Our wildlife is
vulnerable to human activity causing
habitat loss and to the consequences
of climate change.

Our actions continue to challenge our
wildlife and how they move amongst
us. One study by Raymond et al (2021)
showed by that in 1951 there were
4.2 million vehicles on the UK's roads.
By the end of 2016 this had increased
to 37.3 million. Coupled with this, the
overall length of the road network
increased from 184,000 to 246,500
miles over the same period. Not only
does the road network expansion
take land from the wildlife, but it
cuts across territorial areas isolating
creatures off from mating partners
and essential food sources.
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Human vulnerability

The impacts on human life are also
affected by these subtle changes to
our routines, with one study showing
anincrease in car collisions by 11% on
the roads following the changing of
the clocks (Roberts, 2024). We share
our planet with the other creatures
who live on it. As we sit at the top of
the food chain it makes no sense to
ignore the impact we are having, not
only by reducing the land available
to wildlife, but the other periodic
changes we impose which impact
them further. We need to recognise
that all actions have consequences,
not only for ourselves but for the other
beings that inhabit our planet.

The damage we are doing to the
planet not only impacts ourselves
but  the delicate ecosystems
that are essentfial to our survival.
Biodiversity - the variability among
living organisms from all sources -
underpins all life on Earth. Biodiversity
loss is occurring at an alarming rate,
with recent estimates showing that
species extinctions are currently 10
to 100 fimes higher than the natural
baseline. This is largely due to human
activities like deforestation, habitat
fragmentation, and climate change,
and yet we confinue to act as if these
delicate systems are secondary to
our advancement. We rely, for our
own existence, on the balance of
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4 HEATING LTD

DOMESTIC BOILER
SERVICING AND
BREAKDOWN

OIL, LPG & GAS BOILERS

Z] LPG /8

Call Dathan on: 07944 575970
sales@surreyhillsheating.co.uk
www.surreyhillsheating.co.uk

Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and
local references
gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01306 876110
NMobile: 07880848459

Spring Reach
* Nursery

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley
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GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

nature being maintained to ensure
everything works in harmony. When
we mess with the system it throws out
the order of things, disrupting delicate
ecological networks, ulfimately
leading to a reduction in wildlife
damaging the balance of nature. We
are all part of nature and to ignore
this, is to do so at our peril.

Nancy Lund
A fully referenced article with links

to studies is available at https://
greenwestcott.org

The Past is a Foreign Country -
They Do Things Differently There

This might be a fricky one for today’s health and safety monitors, but
towards the end of the nineteenth century, when this picture was captured
by Walter Rose, local photographer and bee keeper, the Westcott School
curriculum  focussed

on practical roles that .
pupils might take up
on leaving.

At that fime most boys
would find worklocally
in an agricultural
or horticultural
environment; hence
the  presence  of
beehives on the
school allotment.

Photograph kindly provided from the Westcott Local History Group archives.
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For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
and if you contact one of our advertisers, please mention that you saw the ad

in this magazine, so they know it's worth placing their ad with us! Thanks

RIVERBANK SURGERY

Westcoftt Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577

OPENING Morning Evening
TIMES: Monday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Tuesday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

Wednesday  8.00-12.30 Closed
Thursday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Friday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

The emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004
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Award Winning Local Garage

Garage Services:
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Diagnostics Wheel Alignment MOT Servicing Tyres Brakes
While U Wait All Makes & Models At Web Competitive
Prices
e &% o *» H
Air Conditioning Cam-Belts Bike MOT Digital Service Suspension Clutches
Records & Steering

158 -160 South St
Dorking

Surrey

RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050







