
Open Meeting on April 29  at
7:00pm in Westcott Village Hall

th

Come and vote and support our
new Village Hall

for further information use QR code 

All the inhabitants living in Westcott and
the surrounding areas over 18 years of age

are eligible to vote 
Please bring proof of address

Westcott Village
Magazine              May 2026
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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
June issue:

8th May 2026

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.
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FROM THE EDITOR
We are on our way 
to summer! It’s 
definitely getting 
warmer and the ads 
are appearing for all 
the local fetes and 
fairs over the next 

few weeks or so. The Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic at Abinger Hammer is on 
Friday 15th May closely followed by 
Coldharbour Fete on Saturday 16th. 
See page 38 for all details.

Catch the end of the Mole Valley 
Ramblers’ Walking Festival which 
finishes on 6th May, it’s not too late to 
join the last few walks, see page 39. 
Dorking Museum has a new exhibition 
about cycling in Dorking over the 
years from the 1890s up to today, 
including items from the Olympics in 
2012.

If your magazine has been delivered 
before the end of April, you’ll note 
the public meeting on 29th about the 
new village hall, if not, hopefully you 
read about it in previous magazines! 
The Village Hall Quiz Night is also on 
16th May, with a fish and chip supper 
included in the ticket price.

Abinger Nursery have Open Day stay 
and play sessions on 12th and 14th 
May, see page 37 for more information 
if you have children needing a place 
between the ages of 2-4.

I hope you enjoy the better weather 
and all the activities over the next 
month or so.

Cath 
editor@westcottmag.com

              Date for Your Diaries -  
           Abinger Medieval Fair

This year is the 70th year since the revival of the  
Medieval Fair. As part of our anniversary celebrations on  

13th June, we are very pleased and proud to announce that our  
main arena event this year will feature Invicta Medieval Combat,  

one of the UK’s leading medieval armoured combat teams.  
Their fighters, using armour and weaponry typical of the 14th-16th  

centuries, come as close as it’s possible to get to the way medieval  
knights battled each other. Then, of course, there is all the usual  

fun of the Fair! There will be delicious food and drinks to buy,  
stalls for adults and kids, races, games and prizes to be won! 
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LIFE THE UNIVERSE AND 
EVERYTHING

From an early age I had a very clear 
idea about what life, the universe and 
everything was all about. I grew up 
surrounded by references to Douglas 
Adams’ Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy, 
so I knew that the 
answer to everything 
was, of course, the 
number 42.
From ancient times 
humans have 
pondered what life is 
all about. What does it 
mean to lead the good 
life? An ancient Greek 
pop song from the 4th 
century BC ranked the 
features of a good life 
in the following order:
The very best thing for a person is health,
Second good looks and third honest 
wealth, The Fourth is to be in the prime 
of your life with people around you who 
cause you no strife.
Health, good looks, money, relative 
youth – how closely does that match 
up with your list of what comprises the 
good life? I came across this ditty in 
Plato’s Gorgias (a translation by Robin 
Waterfield in the Oxford World’s Classic 
series), where the philosopher Socrates 
is in conversation with Gorgias, a 
travelling teacher of populist oratory 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

techniques designed to persuade and 
manipulate. For Gorgias, the power 

that comes from the 
ability to influence 
others is the ultimate 
good. For Socrates 
this answer fell short 
of describing the true 
“good” of human life.
Aristotle, who 
developed his 
philosophical thinking 
at Plato’s Academy 
in Athens, offered 
a different answer 
to the question of 

what the good life looks like. In the 
Nicomachean Ethics, he argues that 
every human activity or practice 
aims at some “good” — an end or 
purpose it seeks to achieve. So what, 
then, is the highest good for a human 
being? He firmly rejects the idea 
that our ultimate purpose could be 
wealth, status, or pleasure. Instead, 
he identifies the goal of human life as 
eudaimonia. This term is frustratingly 
difficult to translate, but it conveys 
something like blessedness, flourishing, 
or purposeful well-being.

“HEALTH, GOOD LOOKS, 

MONEY, RELATIVE YOUTH – 

HOW CLOSELY DOES THAT 

MATCH UP WITH YOUR LIST 

OF WHAT COMPRISES THE 

GOOD LIFE?”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

To reach this kind of meaningful life, 
Aristotle says we need certain footholds 
to help us ascend toward eudaimonia. 
These footholds are the virtues — 
qualities such as courage, truthfulness, 
patience, magnanimity, and proper 
ambition. Virtues are the traits that 
enable us to move toward our ultimate 
end. The good life, therefore, is the life in 
which these virtues are cultivated and in 
which eudaimonia is realised.
I like Aristotle. He deeply influenced 
Christian thought and practice over 
the centuries, and I do think he gets us 
part way to the answer of what it means 
to live a good life. However, I am not 
content to settle for his final definition of 
what life, the universe and everything is 
all about.
Christianity does not deny the value of 
eudaimonia; rather, it sees it as simply 
another stepping stone toward a far 
greater goal. Our purpose as human 
beings is essentially relational. 

We are created to find meaning 
through our relationships with three 
things: our fellow humans, the natural 
world, and—most significantly—God, 
who brought us into being and desires 
that we know Him and be known by 
Him in return.
All our other desires—wealth, comfort, 
influence, power, sensual pleasure—
are merely shadows of a deeper 
longing placed within us for the three 
relationships we were created to 
enjoy. Does that resonate with you 
at all? It certainly does with me, and 
increasingly so as the years go by and 
the things I once pursued as “goods” 
prove to be dead ends.
But how can we possibly reach this 
seemingly impossible goal of restored 
relationships—with other people, with 
the natural world, and with God? That 
is precisely what the rest of the Christian 
message is about. Why not join us on a 
Sunday to explore it further? We’re a 
friendly bunch, and you would be very 
warmly welcome.

Every blessing,
Rev’d Tim
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8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

MAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
3rd 
May

A Letter from Peter:
Part 3

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

10th 
May

A Letter from Peter:
Part 4

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

20-20-20 with 
Breakfast

17th 
May

Ascension
(Sunday after)

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

24th 
May

Pentecost Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship 
with Sunday Club

31st 
May

Acts/Trinity Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme 
and we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali 
Mabley (alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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Would you like to

to people’s lives?

£25.38 – £30.40 per visit

Petrol allowance and paid travel time

Minimum call time – 2 hours

Excellent training provided

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

make a real difference 
If so, come and �or� for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley,

a 	 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commission.

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Call: 01372 741 544
Ema�l: maggie.adenmosun@emv.homeinstead.co.uk
homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise office is independent�y owned and operated.

Copyri�ht � Home Instead ���	.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL

They were also lucky enough to have 
Petra from Horsham Museum visit us to 
show how toys have changed in the 
last 150 years. We were surprised at 
some of the toys from Victorian times; 
a spoon or peg doll being a child’s only 
toy to the very creepy doll made out 
of wax! 

Year 3 Hedgehogs visited Ancient  
Butser Farm to bring their history  
learning to life. 
We enjoyed 
experiencing 
what a 
Bronze Age 
house would 
be like – dark and smoky! We made 
our own copper jewellery which used 
our creativity and concentration. Our 
archaeological skills were developed 
through an digging to see what 
artefacts we could find. Afterwards, we 
were lucky enough to have a tour of the 
Roman villa. We were impressed with 
the real Roman mosaic. The children 

enjoyed being 
able to spot 
the changes 
b e t w e e n 
Stone Age, 
Bronze Age, 

Bees have been learning about the 
four seasons and this half-term, we 
have been learning all about Spring. 
Bees were very lucky to have a special 
four-legged visitor to enhance our 
learning. Mrs Osbourne kindly brought 
in a new born lamb who was being 
bottle fed.

Fun Fact - The  practice of naming 
lambs with different letters each year is 
a common tradition in sheep farming. 
This system helps to keep track of the 
lambs’ birth years and this year the 
letter is ‘N’.

Butterflies Year 1 & 2 have really 
enjoyed making puppets this half 
term. We investigated different ways 
of joining felt, using glue, safety pins or 
staples. We then designed our puppet, 
choosing the joining method we 
thought best. It was great fun adding 
detail and playing with them, Year 2 
even wrote a story with their puppet 
lost in a toy museum! 



12

Westcott based Wedding Photographer
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
Iron Age and Romans. Hedgehogs even 
got to experience what a Roman toilet 
would look like - they were not so keen 
on having these at school! Hedgehogs 
should be proud of themselves as they 
represented the school brilliantly with 
their extensive history knowledge and 
their great behaviour. 

As part of our school project with Surrey 
Wildlife, Years 3, 4 & 5 have been busy 
bringing our action plans to life! We 
planted over 50 trees to create our 
hedgerow around the outside of the 
field. Alongside planting, we also used 
our excellent digging skills to create 
two wild meadow patches on the field. 
All the plants have been watered and 
we are excited to see them flourishing 
in a few weeks! Hedgehogs and Otters 
proudly delivered an assembly to the 
rest of the school about our school 
plans and what everyone can do to 
help look after our new plants. They 

should be proud 
of their brilliant 
team work and 
enthusiasm to 
help make Surrey 
Hills a lovely place 
for wildlife. 

Year 6 Owls have been extremely 
busy. As well as getting ready for the 
KS2 SATs, which they have undertaken 
sensibly, they had a workshop with 
St. John’s Ambulance. This session 
instructed them in basic first aid and 
gave them the opportunity to practice 
the skills and techniques. In D.T. the 
children have been designing their 
own playgrounds, exploring different 
materials and techniques with a child-
friendly brief. 
They had fun 
designing and 
making their 
prototypes then 
evaluating it 
against the brief. 
Well done, Owls! 
You have had a 
great half term! 
 
The school community came together 
for our annual Easter bonnet parade. 
The children were immensely proud of 
their bonnets and walked around the 
playground to claps and cheers. As 
always a big thank you to the parents 
for helping their children make such 
beautiful and imaginative creations! 
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 4th June 

The Village Hall 
10.30am - 12.00 midday 

 
Tea or Cafetiere Coffee and Biscuit £1.50 

Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each 
Also Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
Do come and join us 

Wednesday 6th May

We celebrated World Book Day on 
Thursday 5th March. We all came to 
school in our pyjamas and brought in 
our favourite bedtime stories to share. 
The book swap was a great success,  
 

all children were keen to start reading 
their new book as soon as possible! 
Going to a different class to share a 
story with the younger children was 
also really popular and all classes 
are keen to set this up on a regular 
rota which will be timetabled going 
forward. 

Kathryn Saunderson
Acting Headteacher

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
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  Indulge with    

Local Asparagus 
                   in May

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com  |  01306 730 703   or order from our website. 

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

May 2026 will have 2 full moons, 
one on 1st May, known as the 

Flower Moon, and one on 31st May. 
That makes it a Blue Moon because 

it’s the second full moon in the  
same month, which is where the 

saying ‘once in a blue moon’ comes 
from, as it is such a rare event.
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        QRMW
Welcome to Spring and all of the 
activity going on at our Memorial 
Woodland.  The birds making homes, the 
trees coming into bud, the woodland 
anenomies covering the woodland floor 
like a carpet of snow and the many ferns 
waking up after winter. Such a lovely 
time of year. 

We are now looking forward to our Open 
Day and Commemoration Service 
which is taking place at the woodland 
on Saturday 6th June. We have three 
local clergy joining in 
the Commemoration 
Service when the 
families of five Veterans 
will be honouring their 
loved ones. We would 
be delighted if local 
residents would join 
us too. It is also the 
Anniversary of D-Day and 
this will be celebrated 
with a fantastic set of 
appropriate songs by 
a guy with an amazing 
voice. So many people 
to thank for their help 
making this day special 
and enjoyable including 
the Headmaster from 
Leith Hill School who has 
offered to ferry people 
who park their cars in 
the school grounds to 
and from the woodland. 
So please come, bring 

some cash and enjoy the BBQ, the grand 
raffle, bottle tombola and other stalls. 
We have a licensed bar for the day and 
much more. Please arrive by 12.30 for 
our Chairman’s welcome and prepare 
for a really enjoyable and welcoming 
afternoon of remembrance. All monies 
raised go to assist our Veterans in need. 
I look forward to seeing you on the day. 

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Registered Charity No: 1174651
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
 

On April 29th there will be a General Meeting for Westcott Village Hall Trust, at which the Trust 
will be asking the residents of the village to support them in their efforts to provide a new 
village hall. The information below may assist residents to understand the background: 

 
1. Over 8,000 visits to Westcott Village Hall in 2025, it is important to many people. 

 

2. Westcott Village Hall Trust is a charity and is required by charity law to provide and maintain 
a village hall for the use of the inhabitants of Westcott. Any funds, assets or resources cannot 
be used for anything other than this stated purpose. 
 

3. Both the Institute Road site (the Village Hall – formerly the Reading Room) and the Furlong 
Road site (formerly The Hut) are owned by the Trust. The Hut closed in 2017 and is a derelict  
building. The current Village Hall building is operational but has exceeded its intended life 
span and will imminently be beyond economic repair. 
 

4. The Trust has been considering how to continue to provide a village hall for Westcott. In 2022 
professional advice was obtained regarding charity law, planning and construction costs, and 
it became clear that the only feasible solution to provide a new village hall on one of the two 
sites was to sell the redundant site.  

 

5. The Trust is under a legal obligation to optimise the value of its assets. The clear advice 
received was that securing a residential planning consent on the redundant site would create 
maximum value to help fund the new village hall. 

 

6. In 2023, the Trust invited village residents to a public consultation to consider which of the 
two sites should be redeveloped as either a village hall or as houses. The consultation was  
widely advertised and there was good participation with 255 responses. Of these, 95% 
wanted a new village hall, and a clear majority of 65% wanted it to be at Institute Road, and 
for the Furlong Road site to be sold.  

 

7. Based on this clear mandate from the public consultation with the village residents, the Trust 
has used the majority of its funds over the last three years to apply for planning consent for 
residential development on the Furlong Road site and for a new village hall at Institute Road.  

 

8. The grant of a planning consent for residential development at Furlong Road creates a 
significant uplift in value for the Trust, this supports the Trust in its duty to fulfil the sole 
purpose for which it was created i.e. to provide a village hall for Westcott.   

 

9. The planning permission for 9 houses on Furlong Road creates a loss of 5 on-street car parking 
spaces. However, there are significant road improvements with the new design. The road 
layout, sets the houses and the new 5 on-street car parking spaces back, resulting in allowing 
two-way traffic where there is currently a single lane because of parked cars. There will also 
be a new pavement improving pedestrian safety. The WVH Trust are willing to work with 
others to alleviate the impact of this reduction in car parking. 
 

At the meeting on April 29th the village will be asked to confirm that the Hut site is no longer 
required for use as a village hall. Subsequently, the Trust will then market this site for sale.  
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01306 740 555

 Buildings and Contents
 Worldwide Travel
 UK Holiday Homes
 Collections, Antiques & Art

Bespoke Insurance 
For Your Home & 
Lifestyle

www.anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is Holmbury, The Dorking Business Park, Station Road, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1HJ.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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         Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on a 
fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• Scandalous Surrey! Dirty Dorking!: Live talk by Lorraine Spindler.  We may not 
live in Soho, Pigalle or the Reeperbahn, but a surprising amount of raunchy stuff 
has gone on in our fine county.  Monday 11th May at Crossways Community 
Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door 
for non-members.
• Elizabeth Barton – The Maid of Kent: Zoom talk by Melanie Gibson-Barton, 
who’ll tell us of a young visionary of Aldington in Kent so dangerous to Henry 
VIII, Ann Boleyn and Catherine of Aragon that she had to be executed in 1534. 
Includes the work of artist Lauren McMahan.  Wednesday 20th May 7.30pm, 
https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.  
• A special event:  Guided Walk: How Railways Killed a Canal, at Shalford, 
Saturday 30th May, 10.30am.  Booking essential – details on the website (see 
below).

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.

 

 

           Holmbury St Mary Choral Society

             We always welcome new singers so why not 
            come and sing with us at our summer concert in 

St James’ Church, Abinger on July 4th? 
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings at 8pm in Abinger Hammer 

Village Hall. No auditions. The programme will be 
music by modern day American composers. 

For more details see our website  
https://holmburychoral.org/ or contact Liz Hamilton on 07825 411654.
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

Save the date 

 All proceeds will go towards the
Westcott Village Hall redevelopment 
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Westcott’s Medical Facilities, Past and 
Present

With the new History of Wescott now 
in wide circulation I get regularly 
stopped by residents to ask about 
various things they have read. In 
particular they want to know more 
about the medical provision for 
villagers in the 19th century. The short 
answer is that we are not very sure 
what that amounted to. You have to 
reflect on what Westcott was in that 
period – essentially a sundry collection 
of dwellings, housing workers in employ 
to the local large houses and estates. 

The families in these houses would 
very likely have recourse to qualified 
doctors in Dorking or London as 
general practitioners (GPs) did 
exist in 19th century Surrey, though 
they were often termed ‘surgeon-
apothecaries’. These doctors grew 
in prominence, particularly after 
the 1815 Apothecaries Act and the 
1858 Medical Act, which regulated 
the profession, helping to distinguish 
trained doctors from unlicensed ones. 
Many GPs were private, self-employed 
practitioners. One long-standing 
partnership in Surrey was founded in 
1861 by Dr. Edward Shirtliff in Kingston-
upon-Thames . 

Dorking’s medical history transitioned 
from single-handed, rural practitioners 
in the early 20th century to integrated 
modern teams, heavily influenced by 

      WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
the expansion of the Dorking Cottage 
Hospital (established 1863-1871) and 
the Poor Law Institution. 1934 records 
show the town had 10 doctors, 8 
dentists, and specialized infirmary 
care. Dorking Cottage Hospital was 
opened between 1863 and 1871 for 
the rural poor, initially with only six beds. 
It was rebuilt in 1899 to hold seventeen 
beds and following the formation of 
the National Health Service in 1948 the 
hospital was merged with the former 
Poor Law Infirmary and became 
Dorking General Hospital. 

The Dorking Joint Isolation Hospital 
was founded after a petition from 
Dorking Rural District Council was 
accepted by Surrey County Council 
in February 1897, despite opposition 
from Dorking Urban District Council. 
There were 22 beds initially and the 
hospital cared for people suffering 
from notifiable infectious diseases 
such as smallpox, diphtheria, cholera, 
membranous croup, erysipelas, scarlet 
typhus, typhoid fever, enteric fever, 
relapsing fever and puerperal fever 
– scarlet fever and diphtheria were 
the most common admissions. The 
hospital suffered serious damage from 
a German doodlebug in 1944 and 
was finally closed and converted into 
houses in 1954.

The very poorest section of the 
community might have consulted 
the Poor Law doctor but the majority 
would depend on personal savings, 
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Nower HouseNower House  
Residental Care HomeResidental Care Home

Nower House | Coldharbour 
Lane | Dorking | Surrey | 

RH4 3BL

Nower House provides excellent care for residents 
on either a permanent or respite basis. 

We’re here to help,
Call us at 01252 979111 
to find the right care for you

www.awvs.org.uk                email: marketing@awvs.org.uk

 Dorking’s local Charity, 
improving the lives of older people for over 40 years

Care Before ProfitCare Before Profit
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
voluntary organisations, friendly 
societies or the benevolence of their 
employers. We know that there was 
no resident doctor in Westcott until just 
before WW1 when Dr Henry Maw took 
up residence in the Old House, but we 
are unsure what services he provided 
within the village as his main business 
was that of a surgical appliance 
manufacturer. The first full time GP 
was a Dr Gould who had his surgery in 
Heath Cottage, now called Barrington 
House, probably at the same time as it 
was the Post Office. By the time of WWII 
a Dr Billings was the village GP. He had 
his surgery in Springfield Cottage, at 
the corner of The Paddock. 

His successor was Dr. Kingsley-Jones, 
also based at Springfield Cottage with 
his doctor wife Joyce, and assisted by 
Joyce’s father Dr Faulkner. 

You will know that only a few months 
ago we celebrated the 103rd birthday 
of Joyce Kingsley-Jones who still lives 
in the village, a stone’s throw from her 
husband’s former surgery. When Joyce 

read the chapter on doctors in the new 
History booklet she wanted to correct 
and add to it and we are happy to 
do so here. Her husband, Dr Richard 
Kingsley-Jones arrived in Westcott on 
January 1950, after military service 
in Cyprus. He joined Dr Billings, who 
came to Westcott sometime after 
WW1 to set up a medical practice 
in his home, Springfield Cottage. This 
was usual before the advent of the 
NHS. Most of his early patients had 
worked on the big estates, notably 
Bury Hills, The Rookery, and Rokefield. 
He often made visits on his motorbike. 
Even in 1950, many properties in 
Westcott had outside privies and no 
running water in the house. Before 
the discovery of antibiotics, medical 
remedies were limited. 

During the second world war, Dr 
Billings acquired shrapnel in his 
head, the result of a bomb falling in 
Guildford Road while he was driving. 
His companion dog died. The start 
of the NHS preceded the arrival of 
her husband Richard. He set about 
updating the pharmacy stock and 
continued the personal service 
inherited from Dr Billings. He took 
part in many village organizations, 
particularly Westcott Players, run 
by the formidable Lady Touche 
of Broomfield Park. As Chairman 
of the Hut, he brought together 
the Conservatives, who tended to 
support Holy Trinity and the Reading 
Room, with the mostly Labour voters 
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BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

Please do contact us on 01306 712 200
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-
Run business & offer an individual, 

personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service 
to Commercial businesses, local councils 

& private individuals. We offer Free 
written quotations & advice without any 

obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, 
Qualified & insured. You can find out 

more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Paying for social care using direct payments?
If you or someone you care for gets help from Social Services, you can apply for direct payments. 

These let you choose and buy the services you need yourself, instead of getting them from Social Services.
If you receive your care from Social Services, and you would like to know more about moving to 

Greenway Homecare, by using direct payments, please contact us today for a free information pack.

GREENWAY HOMECARE
As a family-run care agency, we pride ourselves on the 

fact that our care professionals were born and live locally, 
knowing the history and the area, and have a passion for 

delivering the care that we would have wished for our parents.

Whether you are a private client or funded by 
Social Services, you can benefit from person-centred 
care that you will come to expect from Greenway.
• No missed calls 
• Staying the length of the call
• Continual investment in its care professionals, 
     from a Wheelchair Access Vehicle to an ELK 
     (a lifting cushion designed to lift a fallen person).

We believe that by offering our 
clients more choice, we enable them 

to maintain their independence, ultimately 
allowing them to prosper. Anything we can 

do to make their life easier can only be 
beneficial, from preparing a well-balanced 
nutritional meal to picking up prescriptions.
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
who frequented St John’s Church and 
the Hut.

Dr Kingsley Jones could well be 
described as the perfect village 
doctor, known and respected by 
everyone. He died aged 45, in 1969, 
still working within a week of his death. 
Grateful villagers collected funds for a 
bronze plaque erected in the hut, and 
a sports pavilion, designed by local 
architect Bev Greenfield, was erected 
in Cradhurst grounds. Unfortunately, 
it was severely vandalized by drug 
users, and was by common consent 
demolished. 

Richard,  a very popular man, died 
tragically young and was followed 
in the early 1980s by Dr MacDonald-
Watson. He had his surgery at 
Hawthorne Dene and was very unlike 
his predecessor in the popularity stakes. 
He left the village after being found to 

be issuing illegal drugs, followed by 
the much respected Dr Tom Guilder 
in 1988. who built a new surgery and 
dispensary at Riverbank and after 
over 30 years retired just before the 
Covid epidemic. The Riverbank 
surgery remains (2026) as a branch 
of the Dorking Medical Practice and 
whilst I have no complaints on the 
service I have received from them, I 
have never seen the same GP twice 
nor do I know their names. Changed 
times indeed.

Westcott Local History Group has a 
huge resource of information in its 
archives, take a look at the website 
on www.westcotthistory.org.uk. The 
recently published History of Westcott 
is available in the local shops and in 
The Hub, priced at £7.

WLHG Scribe

Pippbrook Bowls Club

PIPPBROOK BOWLS is a friendly and sociable club  
free roll up 6pm Tuesdays - ALL welcome 

EARLYBIRD HALF PRICE SUB - richardjrode@gmail.com
07396105358 www.pippbrookbowls.co.uk Facebook
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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Mrs Cooke’s Dyslexic, ADHD, 
and ASD Students Services

Specialist Support 
for Secondary School 

Students

Does your 
child struggle with:
  Reading, spelling or writing?
  Staying focused, organised, or revising for exams?
  Confi dence and motivation? 

My services include:
  1:1 dyslexia support
  Study & revision skills 
coaching
  Organisation & planning 
strategies
  Online or in-person 
sessions (Dorking area)

Get in touch:
07950 759 105

karenannecooke11@gmail.com
Free initial phone consultation available

I am Karen Cooke,
a qualifi ed Specialist 
Dyslexia Tutor with 

over 20 years’ 
experience

Peaslake Players
‘This garden is the world’ says a family 
member in Things I know to be True. In 
this garden, key events in the family’s 
lives have taken place. Whilst the 
young people navigate adult life, 
Bob, struggles with his new leisure 
time. He tidies, while Fran wants a 
garden ‘full of chaos and mess’.

Written by Andrew Bovell, this 
fascinating and deeply moving story 
explores powerful messages about 
love, identity and resilience. Directed 
by Ted Horton and brought to life by 
a talented cast and crew from the 
Peaslake Players. Things I Know to be 
True plays at Peaslake Memorial Hall 
from May 7th – May 9th at 7.30pm.

Box Office:  www.peaslakeplayers.co.uk
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY
We’d like to 
start by saying 
a big thank 
you to all 
of you who 
s u p p o r t e d 
our wonderful 
bake off 
by baking, 
buying or just 
being there! 

It was once 
again a lovely 
day and we 
raised an 
i n c r e d i b l e 
£352 for 
the nursery! 
Now pass us 
another Easter 
Egg…

One Wednesday afternoon a very 
fluffy visitor trotted in very confidently 
behind his farmer friend and we were 
all extremely excited to be able to 
say hello!  We were delighted to be 
nudged and nuzzled by Nobby the 
lamb! There were smiles all round as we 
had a little play together and gave him 
some milk from a bottle.  What a treat!

Where we are in Abinger means there 
are lots of places for us to explore when 
we go for a forest school wander.  When 
the weather has been kind we like to 
take a mosey through the gates at the 
back of the church along the winding 
path, past the motte and bailey 

mound (that’s right an old castle) and 
then into the freedom of the field. And 
in that field is the BIG STONE! This is no 
ordinary stone. This is big enough for 
us to climb on and then safely launch 
ourselves off.  We could do this alll day! 
(Just for clarity – we don’t!).

There is a rather lovely book called  The 
world came to my place today which 
we read and learnt where different 
types of foods come from and how 
they get to us.  In the summer term we 
will be heading back to our veggie 
patch at the hatch where our carbon 
footprint is miniscule and the digging 
opportunities endless! We did however 
also travel further afield (just as our food 
does) as we created our own passports 
with very strict drawings to identify us (!) 
and then hopped aboard our self-built 
plane in the nursery garden. Piloted by 
many.

If you would like to join our nursery 
family please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. – we still have spaces for an 
immediate start or September.  We 
are holding two open days in May – 
12th & 14th from 1pm to 2pm so you 
can see just what nursery life is like. We 
will also be at the Teddy Bears Picnic 
if you’d like to have a chat!  For more 
information call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to meet you and show 
you around!

Kate Fairbrass
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www.abingercommonnursery.co.uk

You are invited to our

Open Day 

12th and 14  May th

1pm-2pm
Spaces for 

children aged
 2 -4

Wraparound care 
available from
7.45am - 5pm

Come and explore our
 lovely setting in action!

Stay and Play 

The Evelyn Hall, Abinger Lane, Abinger Common, RH5 6HZ

Just come along or email info.abingercn@gmail.com 
to let us know you can make it!
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COME ALONG FOR A BBQ, BOUNCY
CASTLES, DUCK RACES, TEDDY

BEAR COMPETITION, FACE PAINTING,
PLUS LOTS, LOTS MORE!

JOIN USON FRIDAY15TH MAY!
ABINGER
HAMMER
4-8PM
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Mole Valley Ramblers Spring Walk Festival 
Wednesday 26th April to Wednesday 6th May 2026

Mole Valley Ramblers’ week-long Walking 
Festival is a friendly event, ideal for all ages. 

Experienced walk leaders will guide you.  
With up to three walks a day planned, from  
the leisurely, moderate, and longer, more 
strenuous walks, including some evening  

walks with a short pub stop.

You’ll find full details of upcoming Festival walks 
on our programme at 

www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk

Rob Tomlinson
Mole Valley Ramblers
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The Perfect Venue for any event 

 
Amenities and the venue:  

• 1 x large hall (100 people) 
• 1 x meeting room (8 people) 
• Drop down projector screen 
• Wi-Fi 
• Gas heating 

 

• Fully equipped kitchen with all 
amenities + tableware for 85 people 

• 17 large trestle tables + smaller 
tables and chairs for 100 people 

• Large car park onsite 
•     Full alcohol licence 

 
Hire rates  

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8  
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on 
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss. 

 
The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a 
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of 
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue 
during the building period. 
 

 

 
 

   Village Hall 

 

 

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible 

space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties, 
meetings and functions. 
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WESTCOTT MUSIC MINGLE
Holy Trinity Church hosted a packed 
house of over 130 guests of all ages from 1 
to 90 to welcome visiting  musicians from  
Dorking Chamber Orchestra (https://
www.thedco.co.uk/)  who played a 
wonderful hour-long repertoire of 4 
varied pieces for oboe, piano, cello, 
violin and viola. 

Each piece was introduced by one 
of the musicians who also shared their 
story of how they had come to start 
playing when they were young and 
how music had woven its way through 
their life since. 

Thanks to sponsorship by Westcott 100 
Club and Westcott Village Association, 
we were able to offer complimentary 
refreshments served by volunteers from 
the Village Hall team and also highlight 
upcoming events in the village and the 
various initiatives being run by The Hub. 
Artwork by Surrey Hills Primary School 
was on display and music-themed 
craft for sale by local artist. We were 
delighted with all who came and 
supported and the generosity of those 
who were able to donate to help us 
host future musical events.  Thank You!

Judith Packer Project Director
Valerie Seager Cellist/Musical Director 

Photo: Left to right
Julia Philpott – oboe
Valerie Seager – cello
William Corke – piano
Jo Anderson – violin
Richard Barron – violin
Elizabeth Gee – viola 
Judith Packer - presenter
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10
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       WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
Resurfacing N22
We can make you aware of some 
good news. Following on from several 
interventions by the WVA Committee in 
the last couple of years, in late March 
2026, Surrey County Council approved 
a bid from their Countryside Access 
Team, supported enthusiastically 
by MVDC Councillors, for funds to 
resurface the NCR22 cycle track/ 
bridleway between Westcott and 
Dorking. In addition, SCC will extend 
the track as a bridleway to Pippbrook 
Place. The improvement works are not 
expected to start until later this year but 
once completed will enable safer and 
faster non-car movement between 
Westcott and Dorking. Further updates 
will be published as plans are firmed 
up.

Mickleham PSPO
Some of you might be aware that 
MVDC Councillors have recently voted 
to impose a Public Space Protection 
Order to be in place for three years 
covering motorbike and vehicle 
activity from Givons Grove roundabout 
to Denbies roundabout, the Old 
London Road through Mickleham and 
the Zig Zag up to Box Hill. This follows 
an extensive public consultation and 
several years of complaints from 
many local residents. The objective 
of the PSPO is to target and reduce 
incidences of public nuisance so as 
noted in the MVDC newsletter it will 
be an offence to perform any of the 
following activities so as to cause a 

public nuisance:
• Revving of engine
• Engine Idling (stationary vehicle)
• Speeding
• Performing stunts with motor vehicles
• Driving in convoy 
• Vehicle exhaust popping or backfiring
• Racing
• Sudden/Rapid acceleration 

The Police & the MVDC Joint 
Enforcement Team (JET) will be able 
to issue penalty notices to those they 
deem to be transgressing on any of 
the above. The Police approach will 
be ‘Engage, Educate and Enforce’ 
with their efforts concentrated on 
Wednesday afternoon/evening and 
Saturday & Sunday when activity is 
high, and pubic nuisance the worst. 
They confirmed they are conscious 
that concentrating efforts around 
Mickleham might move the problem 
elsewhere and Westcott was 
mentioned as a village that it might 
affect adversely.  

The Police have undertaken to record 
action taken and their findings, and to 
publish regular reports on progress. In 
addition, they are currently working on 
a questionnaire for all local residents 
to complete regularly to track their 
perception of improvements or 
otherwise. Further updates will be 
published as they are available.

Litter Picks in Westcott
The WVA will sponsor and organise 
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some ‘Litter Pick Activity’ in Westcott over the next six months or so. Please look 
out for published dates and please support them. It makes such a difference to 
live in and move around a ‘litter free’ village - so please do anything you can to 
achieve this.

Do get in touch if you want to get involved in supporting our village. If you  
have any questions or queries,  or can help in any way please contact@
westcottvillage.com

Westcott Village Association Committee
Jo Astor, Jane Betterton, James Croft, Paul Goddard, Nick Lund, Magesh Ramakrishnan

       WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)

Dorking Group of Artists Spring Exhibition 2026: 
Betchworth Village Hall, Station Rd, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DF 

Friday May 1st – Sunday May 3rd  10:00 – 17:00, 
Monday May 4th 10:00 – 16:00

The Dorking Group of Artists,  probably the largest art 
group in Surrey and known for their artistic merit, return 
to Betchworth Village Hall for their ever popular Spring 
Exhibition. Explore the range of affordable, professional 

quality, original art covering a wide range of subjects 
and styles. Art is a perfect gift to delight someone 

special—or to indulge yourself. Entry is free. Why not 
make a day of it as there are plants, lunch, and cake to 

enjoy at Knights Garden Centre opposite?

For more information about our activities, exhibitions and how to join the 
DGA see www.dorkingartists.com, look at our Facebook page

www.facebook.com/dga4art 
or get in touch at contact@dorkingartists.com. 

Angela Hall, Chair, Dorking Group of Artists
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Let JAZ2 entertain  
you and your guests with  
the best in sophisticated, 

melodic jazz.

Ralph Sutton (piano) 
Cathy Williams (vocals)

Featuring

THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

www.JAZ2.co.uk
Call or email Ralph Sutton for a chat about your requirements 

 07836 275102    ralph@connectusuk.com

GREAT MUSIC  EXCELLENT SOUND QUALITY  REASONABLE FEES

Add a little musical 
magic to your garden 

party, anniversary, 
charity event or any 
kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors.

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial rewires
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Hidden in Stone: Dorking’s Dinosaur 
Discovery:  This exhibition has proved 

very popular 
with visitors, 
so this is your 
last chance 
to catch it as 
it will close on 

Saturday 9th May. The discovery of 
a giant claw by Bill Walker in a local 
quarry in 1983 led to the excavation 
of an almost complete skeleton 
of a previously unknown dinosaur 
species that was given the scientific 
name Baryonyx walkeri in honour 
of its finder. The exhibition explores 
Dorking’s dinosaur connections with 
displays including lifelike replica 
models on loan from the University 
of Southampton. Takeaway model 
templates of Dorking’s most famous 
dinosaur are available.

New exhibition:  ‘Dorking: Cycling 
Capital of England’:  Opens on  
Thursday 14th May. Dorking 
Museum’s spring exhibition traces 
the contribution that Dorking has 
made, and continues to make, to the 
development of cycling nationally. 
Dorking has been at the forefront 
of both leisure and competitive 
cycling from its earliest days. As early 
as the 1890s, The Daily Telegraph 
commented that the town ‘could 
not be surpassed as a centre for 
excursions, for its beautiful setting and 
excellent roads’. 

Cycling clubs provided not just 
companionship for touring but also 
competition. 
From 1887, 
D o r k i n g 
Cycling Club 
held twice 
weekly club 
runs throughout the summer and 
members took part in early track and 
road races.  In the 1920s, road racing 
was illegal, so a 5am start enabled 
competitors to avoid not only 
congestion but also the local police.  
Competitors wore black to evade 
detection by watching officers.

H o w 
d i f f e r e n t 
that all 
was to the 
c y c l i n g 
events that 

now seem a regular part of Dorking 
life. This exhibition traces the story 
from the earlier history of cycling in 
Dorking to the 2012 Olympics, the 
Tour of Britain and the worldwide 
reputation of the Zig Zag. The 
Museum’s ‘penny-farthing’ bicycle, 
always a popular attraction, is now 
joined by an original ‘boneshaker’, 
the first type of true bicycle with 
pedals, which was called velocipede 
by its manufacturers.  The exhibition 
features a wealth of information, 
photos and exhibits, including cycling 
medals and a banner from the 
Olympics.  
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship
J.A. JOINERY

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
Walking in Dorking:  Make the most 
of the (hopefully) better weather, 
enjoy one (or more) of our popular 
guided walks in the town centre 
and at Betchworth Castle and The 
Deepdene Trail.  
• Hidden Dorking: Features of Dorking 
that you may have missed before: 
Saturday 9th May, 11am.

• Betchworth 
Castle with 
e x c l u s i v e 
access to 
the Castle 
e n c l o s u r e : 

Sunday 10th May, 2pm.
• The Deepdene Trail with exclusive 
access to the Hope family mausoleum, 
Architecture on Dorking’s main streets 
and Blue plaques and statues walk: 
all on Sunday 17th May, 2pm.
• Family walk with free kids’ worksheet 
– Explore Building Materials in Dorking: 
Wed. 27th May, 2pm.

Please see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
guided-walks-around-dorking/ for 
details and booking of scheduled 
walks and private group bookings. 

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 

the 17th 
century South 
Street Caves 
lie beneath 
Dorking’s busy 
streets, where 
a series of 

staircases, galleries, wine vaults and 
chambers lead down to the ‘Mystery 
Chamber’, 50 feet below street level.  
This month’s open day is on Saturday 
9th May, tours at 10am, 11am, 1pm 
and 2pm, each lasting about 45 
minutes and led by a trained guide.  
For details and monthly open day 
bookings (which sell out fast!) see 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-street-
caves/. Private group bookings 
may also be made, e-mail caves@
dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a 
date. 

Family Activities at Dorking Library:  
Local Community History Month:  Can 
you put the objects from the museum 
in age order?  Can you guess what 
the mystery items were used for?  Sat 
16th May 10am-noon.  

Dorking Vintage Day: Family activity: 
One day, every home will have 
one of these!  Retro technology 
in the home from slide rules and 
mechanical adding machines to 
wind-up gramophones and iPods.  
A chance to handle items from the 
Dorking Museum collection.   At 
Dorking Museum, Saturday 9th May, 
10.30am-3.30pm. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  
Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and 
Saturdays 10am-4pm, free entry.   
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Visit 
dork ingmuseum.org .uk/d ig i ta l -
guide/. 01306 876591.  
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
2nd at 12.00, organ recital at St Martin’s church, free
16th at 5.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s church
23rd at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall, £16, 01372 275907

There are two orchestral concerts to enjoy in May. The Dorking Chamber 
Orchestra has a concert built around a pastoral theme. Under their conductor 
Marc Dooley they will play Beethoven’s Pastoral symphony and Aaron Copland’s 
Down a Country Lane, along with Charles Ives’ third symphony.  Their leader Guy 
Button will be the soloist in Beethoven’s Romance in F for violin and orchestra.

The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, has a concert 
beginning with Schubert’s lively Overture in D, in the Italian style and closing 
with Mendelssohn’s equally lively Italian symphony. Also on the programme are 
Glazunov’s concerto for saxophone and Tartini’s concertino for clarinet, with 
soloist Nicola Baigent.

This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s will be an organ recital given by 
Andrew Harrap. As well as being busy as a church organist, Andrew is also the 
rehearsal pianist for Godalming Operatic Society. The concert is free with a 
retiring collection.

Ian Codd

  Holy Trinity Church, Westcott 

Monday 20th July 2026, 7.30 p.m. 
The King’s Men Cambridge are returning to 

Westcott for another concert, with a repertoire including early church music, 
spirituals, folk and pop songs. 
Tickets £18 margaretj.stephen@gmail.com 07590 652490 
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Food for Thought

All life on 
our planet 
d e p e n d s 
upon food 
for energy. 
Our lives are 

reliant upon the food we eat and the 
more healthily we can eat the better. 
Our immune systems, our hearts and 
indeed our whole physical and mental 
wellbeing is affected by the quality of 
the food that we eat. With the ease 
of shopping at supermarkets we have 
lost a lot of connection to the food we 
consume – where it comes from, who 
produces it and how – and to the land 
from which it grows.  So how might we 
reforge those connections to give the 
best chance for everyone to have the 
ability to feed their families with healthy 
food at reasonable prices?  

The key issue is that the industrialised 
agriculture system that we heavily rely 
upon to feed us is also causing many 
of the problems we face - climate 
disruption, biodiversity loss and water 
stress - undermining the foundations that 
we depend upon for reliable harvests. 
The UK has been described as ‘woefully 
unprepared’ to deal with shocks to the 
food system – which could come from 
restricted access to chemical fertilisers 
due to conflict (as seen in the blocking 
of the Strait of Hormuz), declining soil 
health or extreme weather driven by 
the increasingly chaotic climate.  

Through lived experience – harvest 
failures, cost of food, health issues 
- people are recognising that we 
need to feed ourselves differently 
and are coming together, in diverse 
projects all over the country, with a 
growing interest in working out ways 
to support more sustainable ways of 
providing and producing food in their 
local areas.  I recently listened to a 
podcast about Fordhall Organic Farm, 
an inspiring example of the power of 
ordinary people to secure a long-term 
sustainable thriving farm at the heart of 
the local community. 

The Hollins family faced the threat of 
e v i c t i o n 
from the 
farm where 
they had 
b e e n 
t e n a n t 

farmers for generations. Their landlord 
saw the potential monetary gain 
they could make from selling the 
farm to a commercial interested 
party. Desperate not to allow over 50 
years of their late father’s pioneering 
chemical-free farming to go to waste, 
nor be forced to leave their family 
home, the brother and sister, both in 
their early 20s, negotiated a deadline 
with the landlord and set about the 
monumental task of raising enough 
money to be able to buy the farm. 
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Quality 
Craftsmanship  
& Reliable 
Project Delivery

WE OFFER UP TO  10 YEARS   GUARANTEE*
*Subject to Terms and  Conditions. 

We specialise in delivering high-quality 
residential building services, taking on both 
large-scale and smaller residential projects 
across Surrey and the surrounding area. 

Known for being honest, friendly, and 
reliable, we take pride in delivering every 
project to a high standard – with no hidden 
costs and no compromises on quality.

We’re a small, highly-skilled team, with over 20 years of experience 
in the UK construction and plumbing industries. 

Let’s turn your vision into something special! 

Our expertise includes:
Extensions

Full Home Renovations 
Bathroom & Kitchen Installation

Decorating & Wallpapering

 UNPARALLELED CRAFTSMANSHIP • TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION • SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION

binger
Construction Ltd

To learn more about the possibilities for your very own home  
makeover, get in touch with us today.

 01306 252266 or 07714 789660
 info@abinger-construction.co.uk   www.abinger-construction.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
They began by selling sausages to the 
public, then opened up the farm to the 
public and held a volunteer weekend 
to demonstrate what an  asset the 
farm was to the local community. 
Through sharing  their struggle and 
asking local people for help and 
suggestions, the idea of a community-
owned farm was born. Against the 
odds, through collaboration, making 
connections (getting more people 
involved meant more people wanted 
them to succeed) and hard work the 
siblings managed, by selling shares to 
the local community, and far beyond, 
to raise the £800,000 needed to secure 
the farm. This year the 8,000 landlords 
and one tenant farmer are celebrating 
20 years of shared ownership, and the 
family can continue to raise pasture-
fed organic cattle and sheep, whilst 
the community enjoys free access to 
the farm for leisure, education and 
wellbeing.

This is just one example of people 
who’ve come together to build 
something that works well for the land, 
the farmer and the whole community.  
This local action in Shropshire is part of a 
bigger picture of people collaborating 
to find different ways to create healthier, 
more sustainable and equitable access 
to land and food from the ground up 
- from community fridges, Affordable 
Food Clubs, ‘grow your own’ projects, 
food stalls, farm shops and community 
gardens to Community Supported 
Agriculture and community-owned 

farms. Want to join in? Below are 
some local 
p r o j e c t s 
and ideas 
from other 
areas that 
could be 
repl icated 
or supported.

Here are some food-related projects 
happening locally:
Dorking Food Float – Stall selling locally 
grown food in Dorking Fridays & 
Saturdays
Westcott Community Garden at St 
John’s - all are welcome to share the 
work, then share the harvest.  Volunteer 
sessions Saturday 11am-2pm
Westcott Village Hub – providing free 
kids breakfasts in term time & free 
kids meals in the holidays, as well as a 
community fridge to redistribute food 
that would otherwise go to waste.  Plus 
fresh sourdough loaves, pastries, cakes 
& deli savouries.
Patchworking Garden Project – 
Dorking charity focussed on wellbeing, 
combining purposeful activity with 
benefits of friendship in a supportive 
environment.  Get in touch to become 
a Support Volunteer.

And for inspiration:
Incredible Edible – creating kind, 
confident & connected communities 
through the power of food   https://
www.incredibleedible.org.uk/
Food for Life  - Plant & Share campaign 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

07858 731890 | paul@revitalisefitness.com

Ready to Feel Fitter, 
Stronger, More Able?

www.revitalisefitness.com

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING & COACHING WITH PAUL

BOOK A FREE LOCAL DORKING MEETUP TODAY

Improve stamina
Build strength & confidence
Enhance weightloss & wellbeing

Build new skills in privacy
and at your own pace

Paul Persad 

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

07710 147512
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to bring people of all ages, abilities 
and backgrounds together to learn 
about growing, food and connection.  
https://www.foodforlife.org.uk/
Fordhall Farm – empowering 
community-owned farm models 
inspired by the Fordhall Community 
Land Initiative   https://www.
fordhallfarm.com/

Event: The People’s Emergency Briefing 
– Dorking, Green Room Theatre, Friday, 
15th May – doors open 6.45pm, film 
shows at 7.30pm
An eye-opening film featuring nine 
leading UK scientists and experts 
updating us on the latest in the climate 
and nature crisis and its impacts on 
everyday national life, including 

food security. Based on the National 
E m e r g e n c y 
Briefing in 
W e s t m i n s t e r , 
as covered by 
ITV, C4 and The 
Times.  Followed 
by a short open 
discussion about what we can do and 
what it means locally.  All welcome, 
age 16+. Free entry – please scan QR 
code to book as places are limited. 
For more info email: 
dorkingcommunitynetwork@gmail.
com   

Jakki Phillips
*A fully referenced and linked version of this 
article is available at: https://greenwestcott.
org/

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

	

    Tuesday 12th May 2026

Priceless Peggy - Peggy Guggenheim: Alexandra Epps

Peggy Guggenheim was the ‘poor little rich girl’ who changed the face of 
20th century art. Not only was she a woman ahead of her 
time, but also one who helped to define it. She discovered 
and nurtured a new generation of artists producing a new 
kind of art. Through collecting not only art, but often the 
artists themselves, her life was as radical as her collection.

The lecture will be held at Denbies in the Denbies Suite. 
Refreshments will be available from the Conservatory 
Restaurant. For more information and details of 
the forthcoming programme, please visit www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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International Dawn Chorus Day - 3rd May

Many forms of wildlife watching 
involve a degree of discomfort 
– Arctic cold, tropical humidity, 
windswept headlands or small 
boats in choppy seas. At this 
season, however, we can enjoy 
one of the world’s best wildlife 
experiences while still in bed, 
without even the effort of opening 
our eyelids.

Even in cities, but certainly in our area rich in mature gardens with shrubs and 
trees, the dawn chorus reaches its peak in May. Open a window, lie back and 
enjoy the outpouring of music from many different species as the curtains slowly 
brighten with the increasing light. As the breeding season hots up, male birdsong 
reaches its peak because the territory for food-gathering must be protected. 
For many species, strong musical performance also offers the opportunity for 
liaisons with willing females.  

Almost all birds sing as the day gets light. This proclaims “I’ve survived the night 
and this is still my patch.” It also makes good use of the time between waking 
and having enough light and warmth for insects to take wing and the serious 
business of food gathering for a hungry brood to start. It really is worth getting 
up in the dark (around 4 am) at least once in May to enjoy the full benefit of  
the experience outdoors. Wear a fleece, take a plastic bag and a cushion to sit 
on, settle quietly and wait.

RSPB Dorking and District are holding a Dawn Chorus Walk on Sunday 3rd May 
at Bookham Commons. Meet at 5:00am at Bookham Commons Tunnel Car  
Park, Commonside, Great Bookham KT23 3ES what3words///barn.lift.buddy 
Leader: Glenn Tel: 07483 848837 Car Park run by NT, walk is free to RSPB  
members or £5 to non members, no toilets. For more information:
Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/ 
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
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The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
and if you contact one of our advertisers, please mention that you saw the ad 

in this magazine, so they know it’s worth placing their ad with us! Thanks

		    Morning		   Evening
Monday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Tuesday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.30
Wednesday	 8.00-12.30		   Closed
Thursday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Friday		   8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.30



Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




