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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
July issue:

8th June 2026

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the 
summer. (Hopefully! So 
far this year April was 
lovely and May has 
been much more like 
April should have been.)

Firstly, an apology, the history 
group article last month stated that 
Joyce Kingsley-Jones has recently 
celebrated her 103rd birthday, but it 
should have read 102nd. 
Also following that article 
Edward Bennett sent 
in his portrait of Dr Tom 
Guilder from just before his 
retirement.

There is a lot of choice on the music 

front this month, with Brockham 
Choral’s Songs of Love concert on 
6th (p21), Ladybirds’ Choir Musical 
Journeys on 13th (p32), Rock Choir 
at Holy Trinity on 19th (p39) and 
the Whyte Effect’s Summer Choral 
Concert at St John’s, Wotton on 20th 
June (p23).

The village coffee morning is on 3rd 
June, and Milton Way House is open 
for the NGS Open Gardens scheme 
on 7th (see p19). Abinger Fair is 
being held on 13th and the Westcott 
Open Gardens is on 28th June (p41). 
Whatever you do this month, I hope 
you enjoy it.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com
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THE STORIES WE TELL

One of the favourite things that I 
get to do is to be part of a team of 
volunteers who have the privilege 
of going into our amazing village 
school to act out stories from 
the Bible. These drama-based 
assemblies are called Open the 
Book, and each week 
children from the 
older classes put on 
costumes and help 
the team to act out 
such familiar tales as 
Daniel in the lions’ den 
and Jesus walking on 
water. It is a lot of fun 
– but it also has a real 
value. Whether you 
are Christian, atheist, 
agnostic, or are part 
of another faith tradition these 
stories from the Bible form a part 
of how we, and countless numbers 
who have gone before us, see the 
world. Many of our idioms, phrases 
and cultural reference points 
comes from this strange, ancient, 
complicated and (to me at least) 
beautiful book. I think familiarity with 
these stories is an important part of 
our formation – whatever age you 
are.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

It seems I am not alone in thinking 
this old book is worth engaging 
with. Sales of Bibles increased 
134% between 2019 and 2025, 

and I have had 
an amazing series 
of conversations 
with people who 
have opened the 
Scriptures for the 
first time (or the first 
time in a long time) 
and have found 
there something 
unexpected and 
powerful. Of 
course, more Bibles 

does not mean more Christians, 
but it does show that it is not just 
village vicars who think it might be 
worth engaging with the contents, 
claims and stories contained 
therein.
All human beings tell stories about 
who we are as we seek to make 
sense of the world around us in the 
light of our experience. Westcott 
as a community has numerous 
stories told by us, its residents.

“THE STORIES WE TELL 

COME TO SHAPE WHAT 

WE BELIEVE AND HOW 

WE RELATE TO THOSE WE 

ENCOUNTER.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Stories based on the past, where 
we live in the village, what 
neighbours and organisations we 
have contact with, and whether 
we see it as a location to live or a 
community to be a part of.  The 
stories we tell come to shape what 
we believe and how we relate to 
those we encounter. I think the 
question of how we are being 
shaped, or formed, as individuals 
and a community is important and 
worth reflection. What is forming 
you? What is shaping your view of 
the people you interact with?
For me, an intentional choice to 
try to shape my life around the 
contents of the Bible has been 
the most challenging, radical and 
best decision I ever made. 

The stories (and I use the word 
stories not in the sense of something 
untrue, but as a shorthand for 
narratives which describe what 
God is like and how has been 
present in history) contained 
therein, as I dwell on them day 
after day, have changed and 
formed and shaped me. Gosh do 
I have a long way to go – I am so 
far from being like Jesus – but I am 
different, better, more patient, less 
self-obsessed than I would have 
been without being shaped by its 
pages. Maybe you could open 
it up and give it a go. What’s the 
worst that could happen? What is 
the best?

Every blessing,
Revd Tim
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8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

JUNE SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

7th
June

Acts Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion
with Sunday
Club

14th
June

Acts Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

20-20-20 with Breakfast

21st
June

Acts Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

28th
June

Acts Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistant: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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Would you like to

to people’s lives?

£25.38 – £30.40 per visit

Petrol allowance and paid travel time

Minimum call time – 2 hours

Excellent training provided

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

make a real difference 
If so, come and �or� for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley,

a 	 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commission.

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Call: 01372 741 544
Ema�l: maggie.adenmosun@emv.homeinstead.co.uk
homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise office is independent�y owned and operated.

Copyri�ht � Home Instead ���	.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Butterfly class: Our Y1/2 children have 
been focusing on their handwriting this 
half-term and the results have been 
extraordinary! They also explored 
methods of adhesion to create their 
own puppets.  

Hedgehog class:  Our Y3 children have 
enjoyed golf coaching sessions thanks 
to Betchworth Park golf club and 
performed/recorded a poem using 
a green screen. Together with Otters, 
they enjoyed an action day on site with 
Kirsty (Surrey Wildlife Trust) to increase 
biodiversity at our school.  

Otter class: Our 
Y4/5 children 
created a Tudor 
village as part 
of their learning 
in design & 
t e c h n o l o g y . 
They also wrote 
their own poems 
inspired by ‘If’ by 
Rudyard Kipling.  

Owl class: Our Y6 children have been 
working so hard in preparation for their 

I am pleased to introduce myself as 
the recently appointed headteacher 
at Surrey Hills All Saints Primary School.  
I have worked in a range of primary 
church school settings over the last 
fifteen years and am thrilled to have 
joined this special community.  Over the 
last few months, I have relished getting 
to know the children, staff and families 
to gain a thorough understanding 
of how best to serve the community.   
The highlight of my week is inviting 
a small group of children to have a 

hot chocolate with 
me so I can get to 
know each individual 
further; they receive 
a handwritten, 
personalised invite 
capturing something 
positive I have 
noticed about each 
of them. 

Here is a flavour of what has been 
happening in each class:  

Bee class: Our Reception children 
have been learning about minibeasts 
and have been counting the legs of 
different creatures during their forest 
school sessions to consolidate their 
mathematical skills. They had a visit 
from the local youth officer within the 
police service to learn about how 
to keep safe. Our youngest learners 
have such a superb disposition to their 
learning and have settled in brilliantly 
to schoo life.  
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
upcoming SATs and we are so proud 
of how they have applied themselves.  
The have had bikeability sessions to 
prepare them to be safe cyclists ahead 
of their transition to secondary school 
and they took part in a junior citizenship 
event where they learnt about giving 
first aid.

In other news, 
our new basket 
swing was installed 
and the Friends 
of Surrey Hills 
kindly purchased 
p l a y g r o u n d 
equipment, a 
bubble machine 

and Bluetooth speaker 
to enhance our 
unstructured times. 
We initiated a weekly 
running club before 
school which is attended 
by nearly half the 
children. Each individual 
earns certificates for the 

cumulative virtual distance covered 
incorporating local landmarks.  Twenty 
five children were trained as wellbeing 
ambassadors and they introduced 
calm boxes to each classroom.  

During collective worship, we have 
been focusing on the life of Daniel and 
how parables have hidden meanings.  
We had an assembly hosted by the 
NSPCC to empower the children to 
know how to keep themselves safe. 
 
Please do follow us on Facebook or 
on Instagram to learn more about all 
the exciting things happening at our 
school! I look forward to hopefully 
meeting you soon and I am so grateful 

for your support of 
our school. It is such 
a privilege to join 
the team.  
 

Kelly Frost  
Headteacher

Pippbrook Bowls Club

PIPPBROOK BOWLS is a friendly and sociable club  
free roll up 6pm Tuesdays - ALL welcome 

EARLYBIRD HALF PRICE SUB - richardjrode@gmail.com
07396105358 www.pippbrookbowls.co.uk Facebook
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y
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MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 4th June 

The Village Hall 
10.30am - 12.00 midday 

 
Tea or Cafetiere Coffee and Biscuit £1.50 

Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each 
Also Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
Do come and join us 

 Wednesday 3rd June

Dorking Choral Society 
presents

LIFT EVERY 
VOICE AND SING

ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
DORKING  RH4 2HT

C O P L A N D ,  G E R S H W I N ,  L A U R I D S E N  A N D  M O R E
M A R K I N G  2 5 0  Y E A R S  O F  A M E R I C A N  I N D E P E N D E N C E

REFRESHING PIMMS 
AND SOFT DRINKS 
AVAILABLE TO BUY

4TH JULY AT 4PM

 Conductor : Daniel Mahoney
Piano : Oliver Sullivan

 www.dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk 

Tickets £18

including pieces by 

VOICES UNITED    HISTORY HONOURED    HOPE RENEWED
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Sunday 12 July 2026

Sunday 12 July 2026

Party by the Pond
To celebrate the 55th Anniversary of Kingfisher Farm Shop

From 12 Noon

at 3pm
For tickets and information visit
Concert

   ABINGER HAMMER BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS    

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

The Strawberry Moon, 
which is the name of 

the full moon this month, 
will rise on 30th June 

this year
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
 

The major event in the last month was the WVH annual Open Meeting and 
General Meeting, on 29th April, at which the attendees were invited to vote on 
their agreement or otherwise to the Trustee Resolution that the land at Furlong 
Road is no longer required for use as a Village Hall. The Trustees are pleased to 
share with those in the village who were not at the General Meeting, that the 218 
eligible attendees voted on a show of hands and by an overwhelming majority 
to confirm this resolution.

We are now looking forward to working with the whole Village on the next exciting 
phase of this project. A number of immediate priorities include finalising the MVDC 
Planning approval legal documents, engaging a project manager to generate a 
detailed design - incorporating user requirements - of the proposed new Village 
Hall, marketing the Furlong Road site in line with the MVDC Planning approval 
and, importantly, raising the necessary funds to maintain the momentum of the 
project in the interim. 

To this end we will be running several fundraising events in the next six months. 
The winning team of our annual Quiz night in May will be known by the time you 
are reading this, followed by Rock Choir (19th June), Open Gardens (28th June), 
and a 26.2 mile ‘Six Mole Hills’ sponsored walk (10th Oct). We are very grateful 
for the past and future support of the village and will also be making appeals for 
donations towards the development fund for those who feel able to do so. 
The Trustees are delighted to be joined by two new trustees, Sheila Hedges & John 
Stubbing, and we very much look forward to working with them going forward. 

The Westcott Village Hall Trustees.

National Garden Scheme Open Garden
The garden at Milton Way house in Westcott will be open for visitors 
on June 7th 11am-4:30pm. Walk-in’s are welcome during this time 
as long as you don’t require parking. For 
parking, tickets must be pre-booked on 
the NGS website. Tea and cake available. 
Tickets are £5.50 for adults, kids are 
free and friendly dogs are welcome. All 
proceeds go to NGS charities. For further 
details (including location) please go to the 
NGS website.
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01306 740 555

 Buildings and Contents
 Worldwide Travel
 UK Holiday Homes
 Collections, Antiques & Art

Bespoke Insurance 
For Your Home & 
Lifestyle

www.anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is Holmbury, The Dorking Business Park, Station Road, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1HJ.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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         Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on a 
fascinating range of topics.  These are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• Chilworth’s Mills: Live talk by Colin Rumary about the Gunpowder Mills in 
Chilworth that were operational from the 1620s until 1920, being most extensive 
and productive in the 17th century and from the 1880s to the end of World War 
I.  Monday 1st June at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members. 

• Brookwood Cemetery and The London Necropolis Railway: Zoom talk by Nick 
Richmond about the largest cemetery in the UK, built at the height of Victorian 
cemetery design in 1854, but including tombs dating back to the 11th century.  It 
was so large that it had its own railway line and station, “The London Necropolis 
Line”, to carry thousands of coffins.  Monday 15th June 7.30pm, https://www.
meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.  

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.

 

 

           Brockham Choral Society
         

Brockham Choral’s Summer Concert Songs of Love 
is on 6th June at 7.30 in the United Reformed Church Hall, West St, 

Dorking, RH4 1BS. An evening of joyful music in a relaxed picnic environment. 
Doors open at 6.30pm. Bring your own food, drinks and friends. 
Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes, Rutter Sprig of Thyme and classic 

popular songs will get you In the Mood. 

David Swinson and Marion Lea will ensure a good time is had by all.
Tickets : £16.00 no concessions https://ticketsource.co.uk/brockham-choral

More information: www.brockhamchoral.org
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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SUMMER CHORAL 
CONCERT 
 

sung by  

The Whyte Effect 

St John’s Wotton 
Saturday 20 June 2026 
6-7pm 

Free Admission 
Retiring collection for church funds 

from sacred  
to profane 
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info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
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Listed Buildings in Westcott
Many Westcott residents live in a ‘Listed 
Building’ and most of them will be very 
happy to do so. A few may well be 
wishing they lived in something a bit less 
old and prestigious because there are 
restrictions to what you can and cannot 
do to the building you own. So what 
exactly is a Listed Building in the UK? It 
is defined as a structure of particular 
architectural or historical interest 
deserving of special protection and 
such buildings are placed on one of the 
four statutory lists maintained by Historic 
England in England, Historic Environment 
Scotland in Scotland, Cadw in Wales, 
and the Historic Environment Division in 
Northern Ireland. 

A listed building may not be demolished, 
extended, or altered without permission 
from the local planning authority, which 
typically consults the relevant central 
government agency. In England and 
Wales, a national amenity society must 
be notified of any work to be done on 
a listed building which involves any 
element of demolition. Exemption is 
provided for some buildings in current 
use for worship, but only in cases where 
the relevant religious organisation 
operates its own equivalent permissions 
procedure. Owners of listed buildings 
are, in some circumstances, compelled 
to repair and maintain them and can 
face criminal prosecution if they fail to 
do so or if they perform unauthorised 
alterations. When alterations are 
permitted, or when listed buildings are 

      WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
repaired or maintained, the owners are 
often required to use specific materials 
or techniques. 

Although most sites appearing on the 
lists are buildings, they include other 
structures such as bridges, monuments, 
sculptures, war memorials, milestones 
and mileposts. The Abbey Road zebra 
crossing made famous by the Beatles is 
listed. Ancient, military, and uninhabited 
structures, such as Stonehenge, 
are sometimes instead classified 
as Scheduled Monuments and are 
protected by separate legislation. 
Cultural landscapes such as parks and 
gardens are currently listed on a non-
statutory basis. Not all such buildings or 
structures are of equal importance and 
in England they are categorized into 
Grades 1, 2*, and 2.

Listed Building Grades (England & 
Wales)
Grade 1 (top 2.5%): Buildings of 
exceptional interest, often considered 
among the finest in the country.
Grade 2*: Particularly important 
buildings of more than special interest.
Grade 2: Buildings of special interest, 
warranting every effort to preserve 
them and accounts for over 90% of 
listed properties.

Key Implications for Owners
Consent Needed: Listed building 
consent is required for most demolition, 
extension, or alteration work that 
impacts its character.
Scope: Listing covers both the exterior 
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Nower HouseNower House  
Residental Care HomeResidental Care Home

Nower House | Coldharbour 
Lane | Dorking | Surrey | 

RH4 3BL

Nower House provides excellent care for residents 
on either a permanent or respite basis. 

We’re here to help,
Call us at 01252 979111 
to find the right care for you

www.awvs.org.uk                email: marketing@awvs.org.uk

 Dorking’s local Charity, 
improving the lives of older people for over 40 years

Care Before ProfitCare Before Profit
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
and interior, as well as any object or 
structure fixed to the building.
Responsibility: Owners are responsible for 
maintaining the property’s character.

So what do we have in Westcott?  
For a small village I think the answer 
is surprisingly large, 44 buildings or 
structures and I’ll bet you will be surprised 
at some of them. They are all classified 
as Grade 2. Here is the list in location 
order.

Balchins Lane:	 Rookery Farmhouse, 
Stockmans Farmhouse, Stowe Maries, 
Taw Cottage & Tawside Cottage, The 
Old Mill House 
Bury Hill: Bury Hill Gardens, Garden Wall of 
Old Bury Hill Gardens, Old Bury Hill House
Coast Hill Lane:	 Churtgate House
Guildford Road: Balchin’s Stores, Bay Tree 
Cottage, Heathcote/Skeynes House, Ivy 
Cottage, No.s 2-6, Sandrock Cottage, 
The White House, Wallflower Cottage
Logmore Lane:	Brook Farm, Brook 
Farm Barn, Danehurst, Florents Farm, 
Logmore Farm, Old Cottage
Milton Street: Crooked Acre, Little 
Waters, Milton Brook Cottage, No.s 3,4, 
5, No. 8A, No.s 13 & 14, The Malthouse,  
Wyvern Cottage, Milton Farmhouse
Parsonage Lane: Holly Cottage
Rookery Drive: Rookery Lodge,  Springs
Stones Lane: Robin Cottage
Westcott Heath: Holy Trinity Church, 
Hill Farm House
Westcott Street: Kingscote, Lower 
Springfield Farmhouse, The Old Barracks, 
The Pound, Wintershaw 

The Pound in Westcott Street is on the list 
and it is worth remembering the efforts 
your History Group put into keeping it in 
good shape.

The Pound over the years had fallen 
into some disrepair and was a useful 
area for some locals to chuck rubbish 
into. Fortunately, Jeff Davies and Chris 
Dale, WLHG Committee members, 
decided to do something about it and 
after a lot of badgering & negotiation, 
Wotton Estate agreed to fund its 
restoration. The repair required the use 
of lime mortar and work had to be 
continually postponed until such time 
as the weather was conducive. The first 
stage comprised the careful removal of 
the leaning wall and the stones (local 
sandstone) were tagged and boxed, 
and for security reasons, removed from 
the site for a period of time. Rebuilding 
then progressed with very little new stone 
required and the job was completed 
in 2019. Such an excellent example of 
careful restoration we felt merited the 
erection of a plaque which the History 
Group suitably mounted. Next time you 
pass have a look.

Westcott Local History Group has a 
huge resource of information in its 
archives, take a look at the website 
on www.westcotthistory.org.uk. The 
recently published History of Westcott is 
available in the local shops and in The 
Hub, priced at £7.

WLHG Scribe
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BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

Please do contact us on 01306 712 200
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-
Run business & offer an individual, 

personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service 
to Commercial businesses, local councils 

& private individuals. We offer Free 
written quotations & advice without any 

obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, 
Qualified & insured. You can find out 

more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Paying for social care using direct payments?
If you or someone you care for gets help from Social Services, you can apply for direct payments. 

These let you choose and buy the services you need yourself, instead of getting them from Social Services.
If you receive your care from Social Services, and you would like to know more about moving to 

Greenway Homecare, by using direct payments, please contact us today for a free information pack.

GREENWAY HOMECARE
As a family-run care agency, we pride ourselves on the 

fact that our care professionals were born and live locally, 
knowing the history and the area, and have a passion for 

delivering the care that we would have wished for our parents.

Whether you are a private client or funded by 
Social Services, you can benefit from person-centred 
care that you will come to expect from Greenway.
• No missed calls 
• Staying the length of the call
• Continual investment in its care professionals, 
     from a Wheelchair Access Vehicle to an ELK 
     (a lifting cushion designed to lift a fallen person).

We believe that by offering our 
clients more choice, we enable them 

to maintain their independence, ultimately 
allowing them to prosper. Anything we can 

do to make their life easier can only be 
beneficial, from preparing a well-balanced 
nutritional meal to picking up prescriptions.
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If you’ve walked 
past the old St. 
John’s Chapel, 
you’ve likely 
seen the buzz 
of activity. 
Whether it’s 

the smell of fresh coffee, the sight of 
neighbours chatting in the garden, or 
the quiet activity of the Community 
Fridge, the Westcott Village Hub 
has become a fixture of our village. 
However, we are often asked: “What 
exactly do you do?” and “How are you 
different from a regular café?”. So here 
are all the background details. “When I 
think about the Village Hub, it feels like 
the Village Hug. Whether I’m meeting 
friends, popping in for coffee and cake, 
or a tasty lunch, there’s always a warm 
welcoming hello and friendly smile.” Ruth 

Our Mission: More Than Just a Café 
At its heart, the Hub is a Community 
Anchor. While we serve locally roasted 
coffee, the café is the engine that 
powers our social ambitions. Our 
objectives are clear: 
● Alleviating Hardship: Through our 
Community Fridge and initiatives like 
the Wide Awake Club (our Breakfast & 
Support Club), we ensure no Westcott 
resident goes hungry. (Note: The 
Community Fridge is for everyone to use 
to help reduce food waste; it is not a 
food bank.) 
● Fostering Inclusion: We provide a 
Warm Welcome space to combat rural 
isolation and loneliness. 

● Environmental Stewardship: Our refill 
station and food-waste programs save 
200-300 kilos of food from landfill every 
week, helping Westcott tread more 
lightly on the planet. 
● Mental Wellbeing: Our Community 
Peace Garden offers therapeutic space 
for those facing anxiety or social isolation. 
Looking ahead, our future plans include 
launching a cookery school, a youth 
club, and a drop-in clothes repair group. 
“The Westcott Hub is one of the most 
special places I know. A safe space 
always filled with every generation - from 
toddlers to teens to the elderS - all mixing 
and sharing the space together.” Serina 

The Business of Community: How We 
Are Funded 
It is a common misconception that 
the Hub is fully funded by coffee sales 
or, conversely, that it is entirely grant-
aided. The reality is a delicate balancing 
act. Like any local business, we face 
significant monthly overheads, including: 
● Core Operational Costs: Salaries 
for our small professional team, rent, 
insurance, and ever-rising utility bills. 
● Facilities Management: Cleaning, 
essential maintenance of our historic 
building, and specialised training for 
staff and volunteers. 
● Professional Services: Accounting, 
marketing to ensure residents know 
what’s available, and the complex 
project management required to run 
our community initiatives.
● Direct Costs: The cost of food for our 
programs and supplies for our refill shop. 

WHAT IS THE WESTCOTT VILLAGE HUB?
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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The Financial Shortfall 
Running the Café and Shop covers a 
portion of these costs, but it cannot cover 
them all. We are committed to keeping 
our services accessible and low-cost for 
everyone in the village, which means 
we cannot simply “raise prices” to meet 
rising inflation. To bridge this gap, we rely 
on a mixed-income  model: 
1. Trading Income: Every coffee you buy 
directly supports the Hub. 
2. Grant Funding: We work tirelessly 
to secure grants from organisations 
like Surrey County Council and the 
Community Foundation for Surrey to 
cover specific projects and core staff. 
3. Local Support & Events: Our Westcott 
100 Club, local donations, and 
community events provide the vital 
emergency fund that keeps the lights on. 

Powered by People 
While we have a small team of paid staff 
who act as the Hub’s backbone, the 
soul of the Hub is its volunteers. We are 
incredibly lucky to have a dedicated team 
of residents who give their time freely. 
“I very much enjoy my time spent at the 
Hub. I learn many things, and it also helps 
me to cope with my anxiety. It gives 
me a purpose and feels very positive 
for me.” Angel, Volunteer Furthermore, 
the Hub is led by a Board of Directors 
who are all volunteers. They contribute 
hundreds of hours of professional 
expertise for no financial gain, driven 
purely by the desire to see Westcott 
thrive. Our current board includes: Jon 
Mears (Operations Director), Chris Dale, 

Rob Rooke, Rochelle Ferguson, and 
Margaret Law. 

What is a “Not-for-Profit” and Why a CIC? 
The Hub is a Not-for-Profit Community 
Interest Company (CIC). In simple 
terms, every penny made is reinvested 
into its social goals rather than being 
paid out to owners or shareholders. We 
specifically chose the CIC model for 
two main reasons: 
● The CIC Asset Lock: This legal promise 
ensures that all the Hub’s assets can 
only be used for the benefit of Westcott. 
● Transparency: We are required by law 
to file an annual report detailing how we 
have benefited the village. Our accounts 
and all documentation are also available 
publicly on Companies House. 

How You Can Help 
The Hub belongs to you. There are many 
ways to get involved: make a donation, 
shop at the Hub, join a fundraising 
event, or volunteer an hour of your time. 
For more details on our opening hours, 
future plans, or to make a donation, 
please visit westcottvillagehub.co.uk. 
Next time you pass by, please pop in. 
Whether you need help or just want to 
see what your community is building, 
our doors are open. 

The Westcott Village Hub is a Community 
Interest Company (No. 14782517) 
located at St. John’s Chapel, Furlong 
Road.

Jon Mears

WHAT IS THE WESTCOTT VILLAGE HUB (cont.)?
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Mrs Cooke’s Dyslexic, ADHD, 
and ASD Students Services

Specialist Support 
for Secondary School 

Students

Does your 
child struggle with:
  Reading, spelling or writing?
  Staying focused, organised, or revising for exams?
  Confi dence and motivation? 

My services include:
  1:1 dyslexia support
  Study & revision skills 
coaching
  Organisation & planning 
strategies
  Online or in-person 
sessions (Dorking area)

Get in touch:
07950 759 105

karenannecooke11@gmail.com
Free initial phone consultation available

I am Karen Cooke,
a qualifi ed Specialist 
Dyslexia Tutor with 

over 20 years’ 
experience

Wanderfox Travel
Independent Travel Advisor

email me:
charlotte@wanderfoxtravel.co.uk

message:
+44 7751 838733

instagram:
@wanderfoxtravel

Charlotte Michel is an independent travel advisor under InteleTravel UK, 
ABTA membership P7384. 

InteleTravel UK are appointed agents of our ATOL-protected suppliers

City Breaks
Adventure Trips
Honeymoons
UK Staycations
Boutique Hotels
Family Holidays
Cruises
Skiing
Golf Trips
Lapland
Disney Breaks
Theatre Tickets
Transfers
Excursions

Don’t know where to
start with trip planning?
I’m Charlotte, a Westcott

based Independent
Travel Advisor.

Let me help you plan,
with no extra cost to

you..

I am partnered with
hundreds of top brands
and travel suppliers and
can book anything travel

related including...

All Aboard! 
Musical Journeys with 

The Ladybirds Choir 
 
 

                               
 
 

Saturday 13 June at 4pm 
 

United Reformed Church Hall 
West Street, Dorking, RH4 1BS 

 

 
 

Raffle 
Tea and cake 

 
 

Tickets £8 from 01372 878321 or on the door (cash or cheques) 
 

Raising funds for SERV Surrey and London 
Providing a professional rapid response medical transport service to the NHS 
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Free Family Friendly Fun Events 

@CircularDorking1circulardorking.org.uk

June 5 - 14 2026 
plus Picnics & Poems May 31

DORKING’S BIG
SWAP • SWITCH • SHARE

Join us for

in celebration of

Together for good

A Great Big Celebration of Great Big Green Week 2026

Circular Dorking is planning another Great Big Green Week of celebrations and 
family-friendly fun. Many exciting events will take place 6th - 14th June, plus ways 
to celebrate our fantastic community, climate and nature in the lead up too. 
There is a Picnics and Poems event at the Friends Meeting House and Garden, 
in Butter Hill, Dorking, on Sunday 31st May. Hello Dorking is organising an event 
launching its new Dorking Art Trail on Friday 5th June, followed by the flagship “Big 
Swap, Switch, Share” celebration bringing the whole community together in St 
Martin’s Walk, Dorking on Saturday 6 June, which coincides with the Dorking Day 
of Dance.

You can find details of all these events and more at www.circulardorking.org.uk, 
or scan the QR code. Visitors to the Circular Dorking stall in St Martin’s Walk on 6th 
June will learn about plans to create a Wildlife Corridor across Dorking. This project 
highlights where people are giving space for nature in gardens, schools, balconies 
or even a planter. Find out more about Great Big Green Week, the Dorking Wildlife 
Corridor and how you can get involved at hello@circulardorking.org.uk.

CIRCULAR DORKING’S GREAT BIG GREEN WEEK
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY
Five…Four…Three…Two…One…BLAST 
OFF! We have just returned from an 
amazing mission to find out all about 
space! Launched from the Evelyn 
Hall and orbiting Abinger we hurtled 
through the atmosphere at world (or 
other worlds!) record speed.  Each with 
our very own space suit and inspired by 
Artemis we all imagined what life would 
be like on a real space rocket.  We may 
have even spotted an alien or two!

With the planets 
whizzing by 
we decided 
we wanted to 
capture the 
moment so 

decided to create a gigantic glittery 
galaxy.  Each astronaut worked tirelessly 
painting a huge piece of cardboard 
with the deepest of black holed paint, 
followed by a healthy splash of neon 
paint and topped off with everything 
and anything sparkly.  Finally we carefully 
placed our paper plate planets on top 
and voila – one super swirling galaxy in 
pride of place for us to keep.

The following week we thought our 
galaxy was missing something or 
someone – that’s right you guessed it!  
We were very much in need of some 
mythical creatures. Who doesn’t love 
a mermaid, dragon or a unicorn? We 
carefully crafted once more and our 
artwork was finally complete. (For now 
anyway!). Heading outside we were 
treated to a walk across the fields to 

the Big woods where we anchored our 
pirate ship amongst the sea of beautiful 
bluebells.  What a super sight to have 
just on our doorstep.  

Polling day gave us the wonderful 
opportunity to stay outside for a whole 
entire day! The Veggie Patch became 
our home and we were able to do 
some much needed weeding – almost 
digging through to Australia! We have 
already planted strawberries, beans 
and peas and potatoes in pots and look 
forward to watching them grow.

If you are going to head to the Abinger 
Fair do come and see us at the Children’s 
corner where we will be making crowns, 
decorating biscuits and selling second 
hand toys. If you have any nearly new 
toys that you’d like to donate for us 
to sell please do drop them off at the 
nursery .

If you would like to join our nursery family 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch. – 
we still have spaces for September. For 
more information or to book a show 
around call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to meet you!

Kate Fairbrass
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Saturday 13th June will be here before you know it! We would love it if you could 
join us this year to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the revival of The Abinger 
Medieval Fair. There will be all the usual stalls, giving you the opportunity to sip 
a drink, purchase some jewellery, eat a delicious cake, stock up on jams or buy 
a plant for your garden.  Then there are all the stalls offering you the chance 
to show off your prowess by splatting a rat, enduring the stocks and tossing 
the sheaf!  There is always lots to do for the children as well including Punch 
and Judy shows and children’s races. The raffle is always a big attraction, 
offering some amazing prizes. This year we have a £300 voucher to be spent 
at The Abinger Hatch, a Land Rover driving experience, bed and breakfast 
at Wotton House, £260 for a full service at Meadvale Garage, a year’s family 
membership for one of our great local amenities, Abinger Tennis Club, and 
much, much more. We haven’t even mentioned the entertainment in the 
main arena yet, which this 
year will feature Invicta 
Medieval Combat, one of 
the UK’s leading medieval 
armoured combat teams. 
We are delighted that 
they are taking time out 
from their busy schedule 
to take part in this year’s 
70th Abinger Medieval 
Fair.

On top of all this, there 
is the opportunity to buy 
your very own Abinger Fair 
polo shirt, which can be 
ordered at https://forms.
gle/ip282q9Ut921A5RR9. 
The embroidered polo 
shirts are £15 each and all 
profits will go to the fair.  
You can pay by card, 
bank transfer or pay cash 
on collection, all details 
on the form. 

             70th ABINGER MEDIEVAL FAIR
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New start time for 
the Festival this year 

- 1pm
The Albury Music 

Festival committee 
have decided to 

bring forward the start 
time for the Festival 

to 1pm this year, 
which takes place 

on Sunday 19th July,  
meaning that it will 

finish around 7pm, an 
hour earlier.

The main reason for 
this is that we want 

to make sure that our 
audience could stay 
until the very end for 
our last band and still 
get home in time for 
the World Cup Final 

at 8pm!
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The Perfect Venue for any event 

 
Amenities and the venue:  

• 1 x large hall (100 people) 
• 1 x meeting room (8 people) 
• Drop down projector screen 
• Wi-Fi 
• Gas heating 

 

• Fully equipped kitchen with all 
amenities + tableware for 85 people 

• 17 large trestle tables + smaller 
tables and chairs for 100 people 

• Large car park onsite 
•     Full alcohol licence 

 
Hire rates  

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8  
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on 
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss. 

 
The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a 
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of 
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue 
during the building period. 
 

 

 
 

   Village Hall 

 

 

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible 

space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties, 
meetings and functions. 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10
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             WESTCOTT VILLAGE FORUM
Westcott Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (WNDP)

Back in February the updated WNDP 
was formally submitted by Mole 
Valley District Council (MVDC) for 
Independent Examination. The purpose 
of the examination was to determine 
whether the neighbourhood plan had 
been properly prepared, met all legal 
and planning requirements or needed 
any modifications before proceeding 
to a referendum. Since then, the 
examiner has visited the area, reviewed 
all the documentation, asked questions 
and received answers from both the 
Westcott Village Forum and MVDC. 
Copies of all the documentation and 
correspondence can be viewed on 
the WNDP pages of the Westcott 
Village website https://westcottvillage.
com/westcot t -ne ighbourhood-
development-plan/ or the MVDC 
website https://www.molevalley.gov.
uk/planning-building/neighbourhood-
planning/westcott-neighbourhood-
plan-examination/

At the time of writing, the Examiner’s 
final report is expected to be issued 
during May. MVDC will then publish 
its formal Decision Statement, which 
is expected to accept the Examiner’s 
recommendations. Both the Examiner’s 
Report and the MVDC Decision 
Statement will be available online 
through the MVDC and Westcott Village 
websites. Paper copies will also be 
available at Dorking Library, Pippbrook 

Offices reception and various locations 
around the village, as before. The next 
important stage will be a village-wide 
referendum, which is currently expected 
to take place in July 2026 in the village. 
The exact date will be confirmed and 
publicised nearer the time.

All registered electors within the 
Neighbourhood Area will receive 
voting information from MVDC and 
will be invited to vote on whether the 
Council should use the WNDP to help 
it decide planning applications in the 
area. It is important that all registered 
electors take the opportunity to vote.  
A successful referendum, voting yes, 
means that the policies and priorities 
set out in the Neighbourhood Plan will 
become part of the statutory planning 
framework used by the Council when 
considering future planning applications 
in Westcott.

Voting no will mean the updated 
WNDP is not adopted, the current one 
will lapse and future planning decisions 
in the village will rely solely on policies 
in the wider Mole Valley Local Plan, 
which do not reflect Westcott’s specific 
community priorities. Reaching this 
stage with the Neighbourhood Plan is 
the culmination of many months of work 
by volunteers from across the village, 
and we now encourage everyone to 
take the final step in the process by 
voting in the referendum.

Westcott Village Forum
forum@westcottvillage.com
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Village Referendum  
To be held in July 2026* 

at the usual Polling Stations 
 

Should the Council use the updated Westcott  
Neighbourhood Development Plan to help decide future 

 planning applications in the area? 
   

Vote Yes to ensure the policies and priorities shaped by the  
Westcott community are used by the Council. 

 
If you vote No the current Neighbourhood Plan will lapse and future 

planning decisions in the village will rely solely on policies in the 
wider Mole Valley Local Plan, which do not reflect Westcott’s specific 

community priorities and village-focused concerns. 

 

*date for the referendum will be confirmed by MVDC 
For further information scan the QR code or type 

 https://westcottvillage.com/westcott-neighbourhood-development-plan/   
in to your browser  

MVDC will be sending all registered electors voting information 
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Let JAZ2 entertain  
you and your guests with  
the best in sophisticated, 

melodic jazz.

Ralph Sutton (piano) 
Cathy Williams (vocals)

Featuring

THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

www.JAZ2.co.uk
Call or email Ralph Sutton for a chat about your requirements 

 07836 275102    ralph@connectusuk.com

GREAT MUSIC  EXCELLENT SOUND QUALITY  REASONABLE FEES

Add a little musical 
magic to your garden 

party, anniversary, 
charity event or any 
kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors.

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial rewires
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking: Cycling capital of England:  

Dorking Museum’s summer exhibition 
traces the contribution that Dorking 
has made, and continues to make, to 
the development of cycling nationally. 
Dorking has been at the forefront of 
both leisure and competitive cycling 
from its earliest days. Cycling clubs 
provided not just companionship for 
touring but also competition. From 
1887, Dorking Cycling Club held twice 
weekly club runs throughout the 
summer and members took part in 
early track and road races. Cycling 
also gave women independence 
– one campaigner described it as 
‘nothing short of a social revolution’.  
It also had a long-term influence on 
their dress – although in 1898 a Dorking 
landlord made the national papers by 
refusing to admit a female cyclist in 
‘bloomers’. 

How different that all was to the cycling 
events that 
now seem a 
regular part 
of Dorking 
life. The 
e x h i b i t i o n 

traces the story from the earlier 
history of cycling in Dorking to the 
2012 Olympics, the Tour of Britain and 
the worldwide reputation of the Zig 
Zag. The Museum’s ‘penny-farthing’ 
bicycle, always a popular attraction, 
is now joined 
by an original 
‘boneshaker’ , 
the first type of 
true bicycle with 
pedals, which 
was called 
velocipede by its manufacturers.  
The exhibition features a wealth of 
information, photos and exhibits, 
including cycling medals and a 
banner from the Olympics.  

Walking in Dorking:  Enjoy one (or 
more) of our popular guided walks this 
month featuring:  
• Dorking’s Historic Pubs: In the 18th 
century there were 46 licensed 
premises in the town.  The walk 
includes former and current pub sites, 
with tales of their services, owners and 
customers.  Saturday 6th June, 6pm.
• Hidden Dorking: Features of Dorking 
that you may have missed before: 
Sunday 14th June, 2pm.
• Betchworth Castle with exclusive 
access to the 
Castle enclosure: 
Sunday 14th 
June, 2pm.
• Blue plaques 
and statues walk 
featuring many 
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship
J.A. JOINERY

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
of the famous people living in or 
associated with the town: Sunday 14th 
June, 2pm.
• The Deepdene Trail with exclusive 
access to the Hope family mausoleum  
Sunday 21st June, 2pm.
Please see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
guided-walks-around-dorking/ for 
details and booking of scheduled 
walks (please book in advance).  
Private group bookings are also 
available.

South Street Caves tours:  One of 

Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves lie 
beneath Dorking’s busy streets, where 
a series of staircases, galleries, wine 
vaults and chambers lead down to 
the ‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level. This month’s open day is 
on Saturday 6th June, tours at 10am, 
11am, 1pm and 2pm, each lasting 
about 45 minutes and led by a trained 
guide.  For details and monthly open 
day bookings (which sell out fast!) 
see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/. Private group bookings 
may also be made, e-mail caves@

dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a 
date. 

Family Activities at Dorking Library:  
Local Community History Month:  Can 
you put the objects from the museum 
in age order? Can you guess what the 
mystery items were used for?  Saturday 
13th June, 10am-noon. 
The World Cup is here!: The Library 
has invited a football author to give 
a talk to families at 1030 on Saturday 
20th June, followed by the Museum’s 
family activity with a ‘blow football’ 
game and display about the historic 
Shrove Tuesday football games that 
took place in Dorking High Street at 
1130am-2pm. At Dorking Library, St. 
Martin’s Walk.  Free, materials provided 
and children must be accompanied.  

Get involved: The Museum depends 
on its enthusiastic team of volunteers 
to maintain this valuable community 
resource. Maybe you could spare a 
few hours a month, with opportunities 
in an interesting range of key roles 
with flexible working in the Museum, 
in the community or from home.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  
Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and 
Saturdays 10am-4pm, free entry.   
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Visit 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/digital-guide/. 
01306 876591.  
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
6th 12.00, lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church, free
13th 4.00pm, Ladybirds choir at United Reformed Church Hall, £8, 01372 878321
20th 10am-4pm, Capel Choral Soc workshop at Capel Memorial Hall, £25, 07866 399231
27th 7.30pm, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church
27th 7.30pm, VW Singers at Pippbrook House, £20, 01306 881717
28th 3.00pm, Beare Green & Newdigate Choral Society at Beare Green village hall, £10

This month the emphasis is on choirs and vocal music. The Ladybirds choir, 
directed by Helena Twentyman, has its summer concert with a theme this year 
of ‘Transport’.  Among the many appropriate songs included in the programme, 
you can hear the Chattanooga choo choo, Fly me to the moon, Take me home 
country road, and A bicycle made for two.  With Helena leading the way, you 
will hopefully be transported by the beautiful singing! The concert will be raising 
funds for SERV, a charity which supports the NHS by transporting blood, samples 
and medical supplies.

Capel choral society has a full-day singing workshop led by Amy Bebbington.  
An inspiring and uplifting day will include music by Britten, Finzi and others. Tea 
and coffee will be provided, but bring your own lunch! Also, Beare Green & 
Newdigate choral society is holding its summer concert. A ticket includes tea 
and cake.

While the Dorking Halls is closed for essential refurbishment and upgrades, 
there is a great programme of events taking place at the lovely (and newly 
restored) Pippbrook House, just across the road. The Vaughan Williams Singera, 
an excellent small local choir directed by Ian Assersohn, will be performing a 
concert of British choral gems. Alongside music by Hubert Parry, Charles Stanford, 
John Ireland and others, you will also be able to hear Ralph Vaughan Williams’s 
The Lark Ascending in a choral arrangement, with violinist Emma Purslow.

The Dorking Philharmonia’s concert will include Max Bruch’s lovely violin 
concerto no.1, played by soloist Joshua Hugo von Bohlen. The programme also 
includes Beethoven’s first Leonore overture and music by Dvorak. And finally, 
the lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church will be a programme of music given 
by Elizabeth Dobson and Friends.

Ian Codd
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
‘Over-Screened and Under-Greened’

The title of 
this article 
came from the 
foreword to 
the National 

Garden Scheme’s 2026 Little Yellow 
Book of Gardens and Health, which 
explores the ways in which a ‘side-
effect free’ proscription of gardening 
is beneficial to our health. As well as 
being good for our physical health, 
there are many reasons that spending 
time in gardens can lift our mood – 
the light, the colours, observing the 
intricate details of a plant, the sound 
of the breeze gently rustling leaves 
and grasses, the scent from a myriad 
of blossom and flowers. All are a feast 
for the senses and can help ground us 
and bring us into appreciation of the 
present moment.

To spend time in a garden is a means of 
escape from the constant call for our 
attention from screened devices.  As 
well as helping to reduce anxiety and 
depression, being surrounded by living 
plants, trees, birds and insects and 
gardening alongside others fosters 
a greater sense of connection and 

belonging. In 
an artificially 
sanitised world 
getting your 
hands dirty in 
the soil can 
boost your 
gut health 

and immune response. In a culture 
of 24-hour entertainment and year-
round supply of soft fruits from the 
supermarket, gardens connect us to 
the seasons and natural rhythms of 
life – time to sow seed, time to nurture, 
time to harvest and time to rest.
For we are part of the natural world.  
Could mainstream culture and 
narratives, based on a worldview of 
human supremacy, which allows the 
destruction of the natural world for 
profit and which pushes the illusion of 
separation, be as harmful for us as they 
are to the health of our living planet? 
Maybe spending time simply being in 
a garden, paying attention to what 
we find there, can be considered 
a radical act and can help us to 
remember the awe and wonder we 
felt as a child.

‘What we too 
often forget is that 
children are not 
born estranged 
from the green 
world – they are 
born into it, sensuous 
and curious. Our 
task is not to teach them nature, but 
to keep them from unlearning it.’  
Andrew Jackson (New Build Manifesto) 
Gardening can be an active act of 
hope, fostering a culture of nurture and 
care: looking after the soil by disturbing 
it as little as possible and adding 
compost or a mulch; growing your 
own food without the use of pesticides; 
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Bathrooms, 
Renovations 
& Decorating 
Specialists

WE OFFER UP TO10 YEARSGUARANTEE*
*Subject to Terms and Conditions.

We are a small, Dorking-based company, 
with a highly skilled team with over 20 years 
experience, known for honest pricing, clear 
communication and high-quality workmanship.

From bathroom upgrades and wetrooms to 
small renovations and high-quality decorating, 
we provide a smooth, well-managed service 
from start to completion.

Thinking about improving your home?
At Abinger Construction, we design, 
manage and deliver high-quality 
bathroom renovations, interior 
refurbishments and decorating projects 
for homeowners across Surrey.

Our core services include:
• Bathroom renovations 

& wetrooms†

• Interior refurbishments
• Decorating & wallpapering

• Tiling, plumbing 
& electrical works

• Small to mid-scale 
home improvements
†Free bathroom design for 

local homeowners (in Westcott, 
Abinger, Shere, Peaslake & Gomshall, 

when booking a full installation)

 UNPARALLELED CRAFTSMANSHIP • TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION • SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION

binger
Construction Ltd

To discuss your project or arrange a consultation:

01306 252266 or 07714 789660
 info@abinger-construction.co.uk   www.abinger-construction.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
p l a n t i n g 
trees, shrubs 
and flowers 
to feed 
birds and 
p o l l i n a t o r .  

These all help to build resilience and 
help life thrive. There are estimated 
to be 2.5million acres of gardens 
across Britain – a significant area for 
biodiversity to flourish if we all play our 
part.

Westcott Community Garden
Westcott community garden is now 
well established, and into our fourth 
growing season. The rhubarb beds 
have produced a good harvest and 
the broad beans that were sown in 
the autumn are beginning to set pods.  
Pinching out the tops of broad beans 
once the first pods are set, helps to 
deter black bean aphids that are 
attracted to that soft fleshy part of the 
plant. In June we will continue sowing 
and planting up our summer crops 
and flowers and are looking forward 
to harvesting the first early potatoes.  
The wild harvest hedge is continuing to 
grow well and volunteers have been 
busy planting out wildflower plugs, 
nurtured and grown at home, in the 
meadow area. We are hoping that 
the yellow rattle seed, carefully sown 
in this area in the winter, will emerge 
to help weaken the grass to give these 
wildflowers the chance to thrive.

We are always glad to welcome new 

faces to share the work in the garden, 
the harvests and the joy of growing 
and learning together. It was lovely 
to have the buzz of the Westcott 
Gardeners’ Club plant sale in the 
garden last month and we are looking 
forward to being on the trail for the 
Westcott Open Gardens event on 
28th June – do come along and say 
hello!

Reveal the hidden wildlife in your 
garden in the Big British Garden Survey
This collaboration between National 
Garden Scheme and the UK Centre 
for Ecology 
and Hydrology 
‘ b r i n g s 
t o g e t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about gardens 
with wildlife observations to celebrate 
and better understand the role that 
gardens play in providing space and 
resources for wildlife’. Anyone can 
register to take part in the survey, 
which runs from April to September.  
Firstly you’ll need to complete a short 
survey on your garden – outlining the 
boundaries on a map and answering 
a few questions about wildlife-friendly 
features in your garden. Then send in a 
record of butterflies and other insects 
that you see in your garden, via an 
app on your phone.
https://ngs.org.uk/the-big-british-
garden-survey/

Jakki Phillips
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

W E S T  S T R E E T    D O R K I N G  

paul@revitalisefitness.com

07858 731890

@revitalisestudio_dorking

revitalisefitness.co.uk

E X C L U S I V E  P E R S O N A L  T R A I N I N G
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  D O R K I N G

Private coaching for adults over 40, wanting to rebuild
fitness, strength, energy and health

1-1 & Small Group Training
Strength   TRX   Rowing   Core
Nutrition & Lifestyle Coaching

Book a free discovery call

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

07710 147512
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    Tuesday 9th June 2026

Britain’s Workshop of the World: Anna Warrillow

Our June lecture is the story of the Great Exhibition and its role in the establishment 
of the Victoria and Albert Museum. Lecturer Anna Warrilow will tell us the 
fascinating history of the Museum and explore the work of William Morris, Fredrick 
Lord Leighton and other influential designers of the Victorian Age.

The lecture will be held at Denbies in 
the Denbies Suite. Refreshments will 
be available from the Conservatory 
Restaurant. Refreshments will be available 
from the Conservatory Restaurant.  For 
more information and details of the 
forthcoming programme, please visit www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk

  Holy Trinity Church, Westcott 

Monday 20th July 2026, 7.30 p.m. 
The King’s Men Cambridge are returning to 

Westcott for another concert, with a repertoire including early church music, 
spirituals, folk and pop songs. 
Tickets £18 margaretj.stephen@gmail.com 07590 652490 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Rare Swallowtails and other summer butterflies

If you visit East Anglia 
in early June, you 
might be treated to 
a rare sighting of the 
UK’s largest butterfly. 
Swallowtails in the UK 
are restricted to the 
Norfolk Broads (with 
occasional migrants 
sometimes turning 
up further south) 
where these wet 
fenlands specialists 
lay their eggs on Milk 
Parsley. 

They overwinter in a 
chrysalis which can withstand the low temperatures. However, these chrysalises 
cannot survive prolonged periods of flooding throughout winter, and so 
populations may be impacted as the climate changes and extreme weather 
events increase. The butterflies take flight for only a fleeting time, generally three 
to four weeks, with peak sightings occurring in late May through to June. If you’d 
like a chance to see one of the UK’s rarest butterflies, then RSPB Strumpshaw 
Fen, one of the few remaining breeding sites, is open for visitors. 
 
If you can’t make it to Norfolk, then fear not! Keep your eyes out in your garden 
or local green space for some summer specialities like Painted Lady, Holly Blue, 
Small Copper and Marbled White.  	
				       
See more on our activities and photos or if you’re interested in joining on
Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

Image courtesy RSPB images
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RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
and if you contact one of our advertisers, please mention that you saw the ad 

in this magazine, so they know it’s worth placing their ad with us! Thanks

		    Morning		   Evening
Monday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Tuesday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Wednesday	  8.00-1.00		    Closed
Thursday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Friday		   8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00



Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




